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 Minister for Agriculture and 
Food Charlie McConalogue has 
been told that he “must come for-
ward with real measures” to in-
crease food security. 
The IFA said that he cannot 
come forward with a soundbite 
on increased food capacity. The 
response came after it emerged 
that the Minister was considering 
plans to introduce a measure for 
all farmers to grow more grain 
crops.
However, the farming response to 
the Govt. cut of 2c a litre on green 

diesel has now become the real 
focus of attention as farmers react 
with fury to the pointless cuts in 
the face of increased costs.
 Monday’s meeting to debate 
growing more grain made it clear 
that substantial measures were 
needed to address the issue of fuel 
and fertiliser costs to ensure food 
security for the months ahead 
and into next winter. In no way 
does a 2 cent excise cut on green 
diesel address the rising costs of 
fuel. Farmers and contractors 
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 The government’s mi-
serly efforts to reduce 
excise duties on fuel 
were already wiped out 
24 hours ahead of the 
deadline with hundreds 
of forecourts increasing 
their prices by as much 
as 20 cent.

The cuts in excise duties 
came in at midnight on 
Wednesday and it sees 
petrol reduced by 20c: 

diesel is down 15c. with 
green diesel cut by 2 
cent.
The motoring public 
and the haulage sec-
tor said it was back 
to square one while 
farmers said they are 
shocked that green die-
sel would only see a cut 
of 2 cent a litre.
Brendan McLaughlin, 
IFA Chair in Donegal 
said they expected a cut 
of at least 25 cent and 
what they’ve got shows 

how out of touch the 
government is insofar 
as farm costs are con-
cerned.
He has called for the 
13.5% vat on green 
diesel to be suspend-
ed indefinitely because 
the farm industry and 
contractors are on the 
verge of having to quit 
operations.
The motoring public al-
ready heavily hit would 
have anticipated an ex-
cise cut of 50 cent a litre 

given that petrol has in-
creased by that amount 
in a few brief weeks.
 Prices at the pumps 
have increased on an al-
most day-by-day basis 
this week, with many 
outlets charging over 
€2 per litre for petrol 
and diesel.
Home heating oil has 
also seen a massive 
spike with €1.52 a litre 
being quoted in mid-
week.
 Deputy Joe McHugh 

has queried if there are 
mechanisms in place to 
prevent the forecourts 
hiking up prices to the 
extent seen over the last 
month.
He said he was aware of 
prices at one forecourt 
in Donegal being in-
creased by 6 cent with-
in a two hour period 
on Tuesday. He said the 
claims that many fill-
ing stations across the 
country had increased 

 There has been a subdued response 
from many owners of Mica impacted 
homes to the report from the Socie-
ty of Chartered Surveyors of Ireland. 
While there is an increase for remedia-
tion works, what concerns homeowners 
are those costs that are excluded - new 
foundations; removal of materials and 
salvage fees; the provision of contents. 
These are all excluded from the calcu-
lations, while the report’s reference to 
‘accommodation’ is seen as ‘site specific’ 
and will have to be negotiated individ-
ually.
Lack of substantive detail and clarity are 

among the reasons why many home-
owners say they are in the dark about 
definitive details about where they stand 
financially on the restoration of their 
homes.
 There was furore last November when a 
sliding scale remediation plan was flat-
ly rejected by homeowners despite the 
stonewall defence by the Agriculture 
Minister, Charlie McConalogue that it 
represented 100% Redress.
 Michael Doherty of MAG said the new 
report represented progress and the re-
mediation of Mica houses is now ‘doa-
ble’ if everything goes to plan. He said 

there are issues to be sorted out but they 
would approach that task with a positive 
mindset.
 Deputy Padraig MacLochainn acknowl-
edged that progress is being  made and 
he’s paid tribute to the Mica Action 
Group and the homeowners who took 
possession of the agenda because of the 
failure of government.
 He expressed optimism that the SCSI 
proposal will provide a template to iron 
out many of the deficits that continue 
to exist. He hoped that when the legis-
lation is published before Easter in the 
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St. Patrick’s Day Tribune
Next week’s edition will be on sale on 
Wednesday the 16th of March. 
Our deadline is Monday the 14th 
at 7pm for news and adverts.

Brothers John and Seamus McGinley on the 5th green last week at 
Cloughaneely Golf Club. One born in the 1940’s and the other in the 1930’s 
and both men still loving their golf. 

Dexter Kearney, Milford with his dog Millie in his classic car at the Tractor and Car Run in aid of Rocco’s Road to Recovery in Ray on 
Sunday.

Guarded response to Mica proposals

Govt excise cuts wiped 
out at the pumps

Farmers need more 
than soundbites!
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Ferry Hedge Cutting

Flail & Sawhead
Fully Insured
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FREE local collEction oF MachinERy FoR sERvicE 

Chain Sharpening 
Service ONLY 
€5 per chain

Bar and Chain 
Combi pack
 from €45

Large range of 
second Hand 

Machinery

2 Gallons of Chain 
Oil for €22

Good quality 2 stroke. 
1 litre Bottle Only €10

Trade-in’s are 
always welcome

Tully Lawnmowers 
Repairs & Sales

Tullymountain,  Ramelton     074 91 51551 or 086 3286248
Open Monday -Friday 9.00a.m. - 6.00p.m.

Saturday 9.00am. - 4.00p.m.
• New Strimmers from €200
• New Hedgecutters from €225
• New Leafblowers from €200
• New Chainsaws from €230

• New Lawnmowers from €280
• New Powerwashers from €425
• New Castlegarden Ride-on  

Mowers from €2200

To Hire -  Lawnmowers, Ride-on Mowers, Strimmers, 
Hedgecutters, Pole Hedgecutters, Garden Rotivator, Scarifier, 

Mixers, Consaws, Kango, Generators etc.

League of Ireland Premier Division

Busy spell for 
Horgan’s men

Brian McCormick Cup semi-final Report and Photo by Declan Kerr

First McCormick Final for Bonagee

Bonagee United 2-0 St Catherine’s 
 The Brian McCormick Cup finalists 
have been confirmed after victories for 
Bonagee Utd and Kildrum Tigers over 
the weekend. Bonagee were first into 
the decider thanks to second half goals 
from Aidan McLaughlin and Cody Bro-
gan at Ballyare on Friday night against 
St Catherine’s. It was a much tighter 
affair at the Flagpole where Kildrum 
Tigers emerged victorious on penalties 
after a 2-2 draw. On Friday night there 
was little to choose between the sides in 
the first half where Bonagee would have 
been the pre-match favourites by virtue 
of their Premier Division status. Their 
victory means it is the first in the club’s 
history to reach the McCormick Final. 
St. Catherine’s who look odds on to 
be a Premier Division team next sea-
son shaded the early stages with John 
Carr having to get down to push out 
an Odhran McGuinness effort while 
skipper Evan Broderick saw a header 

come close to a goal but it wouldn’t have 
counted in any case because ref Dessie 
McLaughlin had spotted an infringe-
ment. At the other end a dangerous 
Eamonn Cannon free-kick was nicked 
away at the expense of a corner on 21 
minutes.   
Just after the restart Carr denied Ryan 
Cunningham who had raced clear of the 
Bonagee defence. The Killybegs outfit 
was on top early on with McGuinness 
firing over from a good position and the 
big man Broderick wasn’t far away with 
a glancing header. But, it was Bonagee 
who were to break the deadlock on 66 
minutes after the impressive Evan Mc-
Croary forced his way down the right 
flank and his cross was steered home by 
ace striker Aidan McLaughlin. Cannon 
and Broderick had decent attempts at 
either end before St. Catherine’s came 
agonisingly close to an equaliser. Carr 
had blocked a McGuinness shot but the 
ball could still have found the net only 

for McCroary’s intervention and clear-
ance. 
After all that drama it was Bonagee who 
struck for the decisive goal when Bro-
gan came forward to fire a superb shot 
past Michael Mullin to secure the club’s 
place in the final for the first time ever.
Bonagee United - John Carr, Evan 
McCroary, Coady Brogan, Duncan 
Patterson, Sergey Alcorn,  Taylor Rus-
sell, Darren Hunter, Eamonn Cannon, 
Aaron Wasson, Aidan McLaughlin, Lee 
McMonagle. Subs: Jordan Gallagher for 
Wasson 83 mins, Daniel Stolarczyk for 
Cannon 90, Niall McCrossan for Mc-
Monagle 90 mins. 
St Catherine’s - Michael Mullin, Conor 
Knox, Ryan Carr, Christopher Murrin, 
Shaun Kelly, Odhran McGuinness, Josh 
Maxwell, Evan Broderick, Ryan Cun-
ningham, Dan Breslin, Alex McBrearty. 
Sub: Darragh Murrin for Maxwell 79 
mins. 
Ref: Dessie McLaughlin.

 Finn Harps have two big games in 
the space of three days as the League 
of Ireland Premier Division season 
gets into full flow. Ollie Horgan’s 
outfit hosts St Patrick’s Athletic this 
Friday night in Ballybofey (kick-off 
8.00). On Monday night it’s the short 
trip to the Showgrounds to play Sligo 
Rovers in the first Northwest derby 
of the season. Horgan would certain-
ly prefer to have more than just two 
points from the opening three league 
matches and getting a first win of the 
campaign won’t be easy against ei-
ther Pat’s or Sligo. Pat’s are unbeaten 
after four games  split between wins 
and draws. 
Tim Clancy’s side will come to Finn 
Park on a high after defeating reign-
ing champions Shamrock Rovers 1-0 
at Richmond Park last Friday. It will 
be the first time for Tunde Obowla-
bi to face Harps since leaving in the 
close season. Pat’s are on six points 
from four games while Harps sit on 
two and are second from bottom but 
they do have a game in hand.
Horgan does have a few injury con-
cerns and there is a little bit of a wor-

ry about the strength and depth of 
the squad compared to last season. 
Defender José Carrillo had to come 
off just before half-time in the Bohs 
match and has to be a big doubt for 
the Pat’s match. However Rob Slevin 
came in for his first Harps game and 
did well. Conor Tourish did not fea-
ture in the squad for the Bohs fixture 
due to injury and again there is a big 
question mark over his availability. 
 “Injuries are part and parcel of the 
game and we’ll see how those lads 
are later in the week but it’s not 
looking good. We’ll need to up our 
game from Bohs because Pat’s will 
be coming looking for three points. 
We will also be going all out to win. 
Look, in all three games so far there 
have been periods where we should 
have knocked in a couple of goals 
but we didn’t and that’s why we only 
have two points and are second from 
bottom. If we can get just a little 
rub of the green for our forwards to 
find the net that will give the whole 
team confidence. Listen, whatever 
way Friday night’s game goes we’ll 
have to move on quickly and get 

ready for Sligo in the 
Showgrounds. They 
are away to Drogheda 
on Friday night and 
go into that unbeaten 
with five points on the 
board so that’s a fair 
incentive to get some-
thing out of that game” 
Horgan said. 

Harps draw 
some comfort

Finn Harps 1-1 Bohemians
Three games gone and Finn Harps are still with-
out a win after having to settle for a draw against 
Bohemians on Friday night in Ballybofey. Bohs 
had the better of the first half but failed to score. 
However, six minutes after the break they did take 
the lead courtesy of big striker Promise Omochere 
following a defensive error. Harps were better after 
that and got on level terms thanks to super finish 
from Ryan Connolly after he latched onto a clever 
first time through ball from Bastien Héry on 65 
minutes. 
Omochere had an eventual night as he was dis-
missed by referee Damien McGrath for a second 
yellow card offence two minutes from the end of 
normal time. The early action was in the Harps 
goalmouth with Max Murphy forcing Mark An-
thony McGinley to push out his shot while Kris 
Twardek’s rebound effort was goalbound only for 
his teammate Ali Coote to block the shot. McGin-
ley was tested again by Jordan Flores and while 
Harps strung together a few promising passages 
of play there was no threat to James Talbot’s goal.
Omochere put the visitors in front on 51 minutes 
at the river end of the ground. The hosts respond-
ed well and probably should have equalised in the 
64th minute. Yoyo Mahdy slipped Filip Mihalje-
vić through but the Croatian’s ball control just 
wasn’t good enough allowing the advancing Tal-
bot to make a crucial block. The leveller did come 

a minute later courtesy 
of Connolly’s stunning 
strike at the town end. 
The impressive Omo-
chere was most unlucky 
with a fine 72nd minute 
strike that cannoned off 
McGinley’s crossbar. 
At the other end Héry 
headed just wide before 
Omochere was denied 
by Ryan Rainey after the 
striker had managed to 
lift the ball over McGin-
ley.
Finn Harps - Mark An-
thony McGinley; Ethan 
Boyle, José Carrillo (Rob 
Slevin 42), Dave Web-
ster; Barry McNamee, 
Élie Gael N’zeyi Kibo-
nge, Bastien Héry (Luke 
Rudden 86), Ryan Con-
nolly, Ryan Rainey; Yoyo 
Mahdy (Eric McWoods 
75), Filip Mihaljević. 
Not used: Gavin Mul-
reay (Gk), Nathan 
Logue, Damien Duffy, 
Jesse Devers, Stephen 
Black, Mark Timlin.

Lotto
There were no jackpot 
winners in the Finn 
Harps Super 4 Lotto 
draw for Thursday 3rd 
March.  The next draw 
takes place on Thurs-
day 10th March and the 
jackpot climbs to €4,000. 
There were five match 3 
winners this week, win-
ning €40 each:
Cathy Rudden, Malin 
(2 Entries matched 3) 
Elaine Chambers, Bally-
bofey.
Cathy Doyle, Creeslough
Aileen McGlinchey, Kil-
lygordon.

The Finn Harps team prior to Friday night’s game against Bohemians . Photo by Stephen Doherty

Milford Livestock 
Co-Operative Mart

PSRA Licence No: 002627
Tel. 91 53255  / 91 53265   or 087 1277884 

March Sales
Sat 12th - Weanlings 11am

Bulls & Bullocks Only
Booking in for Weanlings Sale for Sat 12th 

March will take place this week on WEDNESDAY 
evening 8.00 - 8.30pm due to St. Patrick’s Day.

Wed 16th - Cattle Sale 12noon
Sat 19th - Weanlings 11am

Heifers Only
Mon 21st - Sheep Sale 7.00pm
Sat 26th - Weanlings 11am

Bulls & Bullocks Only
Wed 30th - Cattle Sale 12noon

Booking in for Weanlings on Thursday 
evening 8.00 - 8.30pm prior to Saturday Sale
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fuels by as much as 20 cent on Tuesday night in 
anticipation of the excise cuts was something that 
the government would have to take a very serious 
look at as a matter of urgency
 Agricultural fuel is averaging €800 per 500 litres 
and this is causing major concern for many local 
contractors who say fuel is just one of many rising 
costs the sector is hit with.
It is expected a proposal will go before the Dáil 
that will cut fuel costs through a reduction in ex-
cise duties. The changes would then take effect 
from midnight if as expected the Dáil passes the 
Financial resolution.
In January 2021, the average price for petrol was 
€1.30 and diesel was €1.20. By February 2022 that 
had risen to an average price of €1.77 for petrol 
and €1.67 for diesel.
As of Tuesday afternoon many local outlets were 
charging €1.99, which some reportedly as high as 
€2.19, for both petrol and diesel.   
The AA says 60 % of the price paid at the pumps 
is tax, including VAT and carbon tax.
They added that the average price of a barrel of oil 
in mid-February was $94.50 and rose as high as 
$130 in recent days. Oil hit a record $145 a barrel 
in 2008.
One Kerrykeel-based agriculture contractor said 
that the rising cost of fuel is having a huge impact 
on the sector and the rising prices are making 
their role unviable.
He has seen prices rise from 96c per litre for die-
sel to as much as €1.60 per litre in the space of 
two weeks.
Shaun Friel from S. Friel Agri-contractors say that 
the Government will have to reduce excise on fuel 
to make the sector viable for the year ahead, oth-
erwise many contractors will simply not be able 
to work as they will incur significant losses.
Shaun told the Tribune: “I don’t know what will 
happen - fuel is only one cost and everything has 
gone up seriously in price. Bail plastic is up to 
€115 now when it was €90 last year. That’s €25 and 
there are days we could use up to 50 rolls a day. 
It is the same with chemicals. The Government 
says they are now coming up with an incentive for 
farmers to grow crops - but how? There might be 
no diesel, there’s no seed, there is no spray, there 
is no fertilizer. It makes no sense whatsoever.”
He said he is aware that other contractors are al-
ready considering “parking up” for the year ahead 
if this does not change quickly.
He added: “We are out spreading slurry these 
days and we are left asking ‘Where do we draw 
the line?’ The contractor is always the last person 
to get paid. We are doing jobs now that we will 
not be paid for until October when the single 
farm payments come in. By the time that comes, 
and every other bill is paid, there is just going to 
be nothing left.”
As the ongoing invasion of Ukraine by Russia 
continues, the likelihood is prices will only rise 
further as supply becomes a major issue as the 
United States on Tuesday confirmed a ban all im-
ports of Russian oil and gas. 
 

Govt excise 
cuts wiped out 
at the pumps

Open Mon-Fri 9-6pm & Sat 9-2pm 
Closed for Lunch 1-2pm

• Car, Van & 4x4
• Agri Tyres
• Industrial, Implement & Forklift
• Breakdown Service

Creeslough Tyre 
& Battery Centre

Drumnaraw, Creeslough 074 91 38369
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All leading brands and budget tyres
Call or drop in for free check & quote

Proprietor Patrick Durning

Table Quiz in Ballyare
 There will be a Table Quiz every Wednesday 
night in Carr’s of the Diamond in Ballyare. The 
quiz began on Wednesday the 2nd of March at 
9.30pm and everyone is welcome to come along 
and join in the fun and win a prize if your lucky.

Ballyraine FC honours Andy O’Boyle
The Ballyraine FC com-
mittee made a long 
overdue presentation to 
Andy O’Boyle on Friday 
last to mark their ap-
preciation of his recent 
fundraising support 
with their pitch develop-
ment project. The pres-
entation was originally 
planned back in 2020 but 
due the Covid pandemic 
was delayed. Known in 
local footballing cir-
cles as the Godfather 
of Ballyraine FC, Andy 
O’Boyle established the 
schoolboy club back in 
1979 and spent over 40 
years at the helm with 
his trusted companion 
Charlie Shiels by his side 
for many of those years. 
It is a testament to these 
two men that Ballyraine 
FC is one of only a few 
of the original “street 
league” clubs established 
in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, still in ex-
istence. After securing 
financial support from 
the LEADER fund ad-
ministered by DLDC 
in 2018, Ballyraine 
FC launched a major 
fund-raising effort to 
help fund the develop-
ment of the pitch at Or-
chard Grove. This first 
man to come knocking 
on the then chairman 

Charlie Shiels making a presentation to Andy O’Boyle on behalf of Ballyraine FC. Also included are Enda 
Nicholls (Club Chairperson) and Brian Sweeney (Committee Member).

Oisín Harkin’s door, was Andy O’Boyle, offering 
again to pull on the boots for the cause. Andy 
joined the fund-raising sub-committee and pro-
vided great support and guidance putting to 
use his years and wealth of experience raising 
money for sports clubs, community groups and 
charities.
Ballyraine FC committee member and long-
time partner Charlie Shields thanked Andy for 
his time and support. He was a very welcome ad-
dition to the fundraising sub-committee and his 

guidance and leadership made the job so much 
easier. The current Ballyraine FC chairman Enda 
Nicholls thanked Andy for his support and 
guidance during the project. He noted that be-
cause of the many years of hard work of coaches 
such as Andy and Charlie the job of fund raising 
for the pitch development project was a lot easier 
than initially expected. There was a lot of good 
will towards the club in the community largely 
because of these two men.
Andy O’Boyle thanked the club for their kind 

gesture and said that 
he was delighted and 
very proud to see 
the club was going as 
strong as ever. He said 
that he still follows the 
development of the 
club in the local press 
and is happy that it is 
in safe hands with the 
current committee. 
Over lunch in Arena 
Seven, Enda offered 
Andy a coaching job 
with one of the current 
Ballyraine FC teams 
if he wanted to make 
a second comeback! 
Andy said he was flat-
tered but would need 
some time to think 
about that one!
Thank you, Andy 
O’Boyle from every-
one at Ballyraine FC.

Swim medals for 
Ruddy and Mac Gairbheith

Gartan Open Water Swimmers Dan Ruddy and 
Karol Mac Gairbheith made the transition to the 
pool and secured two golds, a silver and bronze 
in the Sliabh Beagh Masters short course Win-
ter Builder in Monaghan. Karol took Gold in 
the 400 freestyle - 6.32.62; Silvers in the 50 fly - 
41.85 and 50 freestyle - 33.09. Dan won gold in 
the 50 breaststroke 50.3, silver 50 freestyle 42.3 
and bronze 100 freestyle 93.1. The two men also 
enjoyed success in the Irish Open Masters Long 
Course Championship in Limerick. Karol had a 
bronze in the 200 freestyle 3.01.95 while
Dan struck gold in the 50 breaststroke 53.33 and 
silver in the 100 freestyle 93.36.
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Dail, it will give the deputies of all par-
ties to address the clarity needed to give 
homeowners full assurance that the re-
dress scheme will address their costs for 
rebuilding their properties.
The SCSI proposal looks at average re-
building rates for eight house types, 
including those in estates and one-off 
homes. It focuses on ‘Option One’ - the 
full demolition and rebuilding of im-
pacted homes.
Numbers of homeowners already ap-
proved for Stage 1 have raised major 
concerns over Stage 2 where fees for 
the tendering process and oversight of 
the completion of the rebuild is already 
projected to cost €8,000. 
The issue has been aptly summed by Joe 
Morgan whose home close to Rathmul-
lan is impacted by Mica. He said that 
many families have home with defective 
blocks and there are big issues with de-
fective foundations.
He said: “The idea of constructing a 
new build on a flawed foundation is 
wrong and that is a regulation that must 
be changed. It makes no sense spending 
up to €3 billion on a remedial scheme 
where faulty foundations already are a 
part of the problem.” 
 Chris Duddy who’s home in Letterken-
ny is impacted by Covid summed the 
views of many about the new proposal. 
He said that after the demoralising con-
sequences of the sliding scale , Mica 
campaigners are wary and it is up to 
people power to drive the agenda for-
ward towards a full resolution of the 
crisis.
Mr. Duddy added: “The SCSI report 
looks different than the sliding scale but 
it is neither specific or clear on issues 
that are cost intensive and will have to 
be met by homeowners. This is only a 
proposal and it is difficult to find ev-
idence to say it is a solution or that it 
offers us full redress. There are many 
questions not answered but I can only 
be cautious in a response to the propos-
al. 
We are not certain when we can get our 
€7,000 engineering fees back and we 
have no guarantee where the money 
is coming from to replace foundations 
that are beyond repair. Despite costs per 
square foot being increased, there is no 
redress for damaged foundations that 

will leave families with further deficits 
to make up.
The sliding scale was obviously nev-
er going to deliver 100% and the SCSI 
report is much too vague to provide 
answers amid fears that the full cost of 
remediation will see homeowners out of 
pocket, to what extent we do not know,” 
said Mr. Duddy.
The SCSI’s recommendations took into 
account the terms of reference, outlined 
average rebuilding costs for eight house 
types, priced at 2022 material and la-
bour rates, with pre-2008 building reg-
ulations. 
The SCSI report noted that commen-
tary on the appropriateness of remedia-
tion options 2 to 5 vis a vis remediation 
option 1 was outside of the scope of this 
Report.
 The SCSI was only requested to provide 
a costing methodology for the partial 
demolition and rebuild under remedi-
ation options 2 to 5.
With regard to options 2 to 5, the report 
outlined key cost components of reme-
diation works which [must] be consid-
ered as part of costing methodology for 
these options. 
Those include: a desktop review by a 
competent professional of the historic 
report(s) relating to the scale of the is-
sue in the house under consideration, 
including testing; Full inspection by a 
competent professional outlining the 
schedule of works necessary to reme-
diate the house; and risk allowance for 
any unforeseen additional works dis-
covered during remediation.
 The report also referenced the issue of 
accommodation and said that due to the 
nature and disruption associated with a 
partial demolition incorporating tem-
porary support and rebuilding of struc-
tures, phased work to permit occupiers 
to remain in situ during construction 
work is unlikely to be a feasible option 
in most circumstances.

SCSI independent 
assessment

 The SCSI carried out the research af-
ter being asked by the Department of 
Housing to provide an independent 
analysis of the potential costs involved, 
following changes to the scheme last 

November.
 For estate type homes, estimated de-
molish and rebuild costs range from just 
under €150,000 for a two-bedroom ter-
raced house, to €200,000 for a four-bed-
room detached, two-storey property.
Costings for one-off homes are provid-
ed under in several categories. There 
are five categories for  four-bedroomed 
bungalows either on estates or rural lo-
cations, dormer and two- storey houses, 
as well as houses with five bedrooms or 
more.
The calculations put the demolition 
and rebuild costs for a 1,937.5 square 
feet bungalow at €318,000, rising to 
€421,500 for a two-storey house of 
2,906.26 sq. ft. with five or more bed-
rooms.
The society has emphasised that the 
costs are based on the price of carrying 
out works at the end of February 2022. 
The SCSI is looking at methodology to 
update the costs in 12 months time, to 
take account of inflation.
Options 2 to 5 under the grant scheme 
involve partial remediation, as opposed 
to full demolition and rebuild of im-
pacted properties.
The SCSI said these are very site specific 
and has concluded that it is not possi-
ble to calculate estimated costs, as each 
property would bring its own challeng-
es.
 Similarly, the salvage option on hous-
es is said to be very site specific. This 
would involve reusing certain existing 
components in any repairs carried out. 
The society said it is impossible to pro-
vide estimates in a general sense for this 
option.
The SCSI’s pricing guides include dem-
olition costs but in many instances fam-
ilies believe the foundations of their 
houses are compromised and the new 
report does not offer them the clarifica-
tion needed to go ahead with rebuild-
ing.
 Minister Darragh Murphy expects to 
bring the final details of the scheme to 
Cabinet in April.
 The redress figures apply to option 1 of 
the enhanced redress scheme - demoli-
tion and rebuild. 
2 bed terrace estate house (947.22 sq. 
ft), €149,688.
3 bed semi-detached estate house 
(1054.86 sq. ft), €165,620.

Guarded response to Mica proposals
4 bed semi-detached 
estate house (1216.3 sq. 
ft), €193,456.
4 bed detached estate 
house (1216.3 sq. ft), 
€200,688.
4 bed single rural bun-
galow (1937.5 sq. ft), 
€317,880.
4 bed single rural dor-
mer (2098.96 sq. ft), 
€308,685.
4 bed single rural 2 
storey, (2,260.42 sq. ft) 
€339,150.
5+ bed single rural 2 
storey (2,906.26 sq. ft), 
€421,470.
 Meanwhile Mica issues 
in farm buildings have 
been raised this week 
by MEP Billy Kelleher 
who has urged those 
impacted to come for-
ward. There have been 
numerous reports of 
farm buildings with 
Mica in Donegal, how-
ever the problem seems 
more widespread.
Billy Kelleher said that 
if grant aid was made 
available for the con-
struction of a shed, 
farm building, slur-
ry-storage facilities, or 
silage-storing facilities, 
and these were impact-
ed by mica, that would 
be a concern.
 He added: “If farmers 

bought products in good faith from registered 
suppliers to qualify for a grant, in terms of con-
struction, it would be very hard to point the fin-
ger at the farmer due to the fact that they bought 
the product in good faith. So you would like to 
think there would be a fair and independent as-
sessment and that the good faith of the farmer 
wouldn’t be called into question.”
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ALL NEW. ALL ELECTRIC. 

MAZDA MX-30
FROM €276/MONTH AND 3.9% APR

OR

FREE WALLBOX PULSAR PLUS

2022 

MAZDA CX-30
FROM €330/MONTH AND 4.9% APR

2022

MAZDA3
FROM €309/MONTH AND 4.9% APR

WHAT DRIVES YOU?
MAZDA ELECTRIFIED RANGE 
CHOOSE FROM
100% ELECTRIC - MAZDA M HYBRID - e-SKYACTIV X

*Fuel consumption figures in l/100km for the Mazda Electrified Range: WLTP Combined 7.0-0. WLTP CO2 emissions (g/km): 160-0. Vehicles are homologated in accordance 
with the new type approval procedure WLTP Regulation (EU) 2017/1151; Regulation (EC) 715/2007). Offers valid until 31st March 2022 on selected models while stocks last at 
participating retailers. PCP Example for Mazda MX-30 GS-L - Term: 37 months, 36 monthly payments: €276, GMFV: €17,644, RRP: €38,410, VRT Relief: €2,447, SEAI Grant: €5,000 
Customer Deposit: €5,789, Amount of Credit: €25,174, Acceptance fee: €75, option to purchase fee: €75, Total Amount Repayable: €33,506, Kms/annum limit: 15,000kms, APR: 
4.9%. Lending terms and conditions apply and a guarantee may be required. Each offer is available under Mazda Choices (Hire Purchase Agreement as defined by the Consumer 
Credit Act 1995) and available through ALPHERA Financial Services. All finance is subject to status and is available to over 18s in Ireland only. Guarantees and indemnities may be 
required. Excess mileage, vehicle condition and other charges may be payable. BMW FINANCIAL SERVICES (IRELAND) LIMITED TRADING AS ALPHERA FINANCIAL SERVICES, SWIFT 
SQUARE, SANTRY, DUBLIN 9. BMW FINANCIAL SERVICES (IRELAND) LIMITED IS REGULATED BY THE CENTRAL BANK OF IRELAND. Warning: You will not own the goods until the 
final payment is made. All offers reflect 2022 VRT rates.

Book your test drive today, call us on 01234 567 890 
DEALER NAME ANY TOWN ANYWHERE, 

101 – 121 Upper Long Street West, Long Town Business Park, Verylongtownname XYZ 0075 
www.verylongdealernamemazda.ie
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Pearse Road, Letterkenny.  Tel. 9125666

50 Years Ago! St. Eunan’s
As the St. Eunan’s Club pre-
pares to host a special func-
tion this Friday night to cel-
ebrate a hugely successful 
2021 season GAA statistician 
Fr. Sean Gallagher looks back 
to 50 years ago when Eunan’s 
won a string of Donegal titles 
in 1972. 
Eunan’s 1972 successes 
This year St Eunan’s celebrate 
the Golden anniversary of one 
of their greatest years – 1972. 
They won the Donegal Senior 
Hurling Championship, Jun-
ior Hurling Championship, 
Senior Football Championship, Minor Football 
Championship, Juvenile Football Championship 
and the U-12 Football Championship all in 1972.
1. Inaugural U-12 F.C. final 9 July 1972
St. Eunan’s 5-6 Ballyshannon 2-1
Joe Blake: Paddy Coyle Éamonn Blaney Seán Tin-
ney: Don Sheridan Michael Gibbons Billy Roarty: 
Enda McCloskey (1-1) and Seán McIntyre: Joe 
English (1-1) Gary Lonergan (0-2) David Ryan 
(1-0) Martin Collins Con McMonagle (1-2) Pat-
rick Ryan (1-0), Sub: Paddy Murray,
2. U-16 F.C. final 27 August
St Eunan’s 6-15 Four Masters 2-0
Declan Nee: Cathal Tunney Gerard Kelly Pack-
ie Gallagher: Michael Mulhern Paddy Tunney 
Christy Callaghan: Paul McGettigan (1-6) and 
John McGeehin (1-0): Gerard Sweeney (0-1) 
Martin Comiskey (0-2) Malachy Keeney: Paul 
McGeehin (2-0) Jim Clarke (2-4) Liam Collins 
(0-2)
3. Junior Hurling Championship Final 10 Sep-
tember
St. Eunan’s 7-7 Finn Valley 3-8
Mick Boland: Colm McManus Tony Kelly:
Mossy Scanlon Pat Hughes Brendan O’ Donohue: 
Pat Lyons and James Gallagher: Tony Faul Dick-
ie McGranaghan Joe Winston: Oliver Cahill Dan 
O’Leary.
4. M.F.C. Final 17 September
St. Eunan’s 4-16 Ardara 1-5
Roger McRory: F. Comiskey G. McMonagle 
Hugo Blake: Laurence Blake (1-1) Paddy Tunney 

(0-1) Christy Callaghan: 
Patch Crossan (0-1) Paul 
McGettigan (0-2): D. Gallen 
Charlie Collins (0-4) John 
McGeehin (0-2) M. Cullen 
Jim Clarke (2-4) (again!) 
Malachy Keeney (1-1). Sub: 
Michael Mulhern.
5. S.F.C Final 17 September
St Eunan’s 2-12 Clanna Gael 
1-8
Cathal Gallagher: Brendan 
McFeely John Hanni-
gan Paddy Gallagher: Pat 
Conaghan (0-1) Séamus 
Durkan Anthony Delap: 

James Gallagher and Anthony Gallagher (0-2): 
Liam Byrne (0-2) Paudge McGowan (1-1) Michael 
Crossan: Joe Winston (0-6) Michael Sweeney (1-
0) Dan O’ Leary: Subs: Seán Ferriter, Pat Hughes, 
Tony Kelly. Referee: Dessie Kelly.
6. S.H.C. Final 26 November
St. Eunan’s 3-3 Burt 2-1
Jack Rosney: Vincent Murphy Seán Walsh Paddy 
Gallagher: Mossy Scanlon Pat Hughes Tony Kel-
ly: Pat Lyons (0-1) and James Gallagher: Dickie 
McGranaghan (0-1) Seán O’ Brien Dan O’ Leary 
(1-0): Vincent Carney Oliver Cahill (1-1) Tony 
Faul (1-0). Subs: Pat Dempsey, Mick Boland. Ref-
eree: Des Houlihan.
Did you know
7. Anthony Gallagher, Michael Sweeney and Joe 
Winston were on the first Donegal team to win 
the Ulster S.F.C. on 30 July 1972. John Hannigan 
came on as a sub.
8. Oliver Cahill was on the Donegal team that 
won the Ulster J.H.C. on 6th of August. Tony Faul 
came on as a sub.
9. Anthony Gallagher and Joe Winston got All-
Star nominations.
10. Where are they all now?
St. Eunan’s 2021 Awards function
The St. Eunan’s Club will mark the stunning suc-
cesses of 2021 with a gala presentation function in 
the Mount Errigal Hotel on this Friday night, 11th 
of March. It’s a Dinner Dance which promises to 
be a great night. Tickets can be got by going to 
www.steunans.com 
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Craig’s, McGee’s Petrol station, Shane McGee’s in 
Falcarragh and in Án Stór and McClaffertys Eu-
rospar in Gortahork. 
Comórtas Peile na Gaeltachta - Sinsir
Cloich Cheann Fhaola 1-6 Na Dúnaibh 0-13
Bhí cluiche breá teannta againn i leithinis Ros 
Goill tráthnóna Dé Sathairn ansin nuair a thug 
an fhoireann sinsear aghaidh ar na Dúnaibh i 
mbabhtaí ceathrú ceannais Comórtas Peile na 
Gaeltachta Thír Chonaill. Cé gur chuir muid tús 
maith leis an chluiche agus go raibh na foirne ar 
chomhscór ar feadh seal ba ag an fhoireann baile 
a bhí an bua sa deireadh. Scórálaithe CCF: Ciarán 
Ó Colla 1-3, Ciarán Mac Pháidín 0-1, Shaun Ó 
Cuireáin 0-1, Ciarán Ó Scanláin 0-1.
Fógra ón Chisteoir:
Tá go leor daoine i ndiaidh clárú do Chlub an 100 
an tseachtain seo agus ba mhaith linn fáilte a chur 
romhaibh uilig agus ár mbuíochas a chur in iúl as 
clárú. Is féidir clárú ar líne ar ClubForce agus thig 
íocaíochtaí míosúla de €20 a dhéanamh le Di-
rect Debit - rud a laghdaíonn an ualach. Thig ío-
caíocht iomlán a dhéanamh roimh ré fosta le cois 
50/50. Má tá ceisteanna ar bith ag duine ar bith 
cur glaoch orm nó seol teachtaireacht chugam ar 
0872779155.
We have had great uptake on 100 Club online 
registration this week - welcome to everyone who 
has joined & many thanks. Registration is easy 
through ClubForce online and payments can be 
made monthly via Direct Debit which leaves each 
payment at €20 - this lessens the burden of a big 
once off payment. Payments can be made in full 
up front or 50/50 either. If anyone has any ques-
tions or would like assistance in setting up their 
registration please get in touch by messaging me 
on 0872779155.
 You can also join by cheque/cash by dropping 
in to me with an envelope with your name and 
number on the front. Also possible to do EFT, 
please ask for IBAN.

Tirconaill Gaels London
Our AGM was held last Sunday, 27th of February 
at the clubhouse. 
The following officers were elected for 2022:
Life Presidents: Jackie Reilly & Jackie Greene
President: Paddy Burke
Vice-Presidents: Mick McGrath, Eddie McGinty, 
Mary Callaghan, Michael McGlynn, Niall Er-
skine & Denis Boyle.
Chairman: Tom Mohan
Vice-Chairman: Maurice Carr
Secretary: Calum Crowley
Treasurer: Calum Crowley
PRO: Eva Scanlon
Website Coordinator: Conor Cunningham
County Board Delegate: Michael Cunningham
Youth Officer: Joel McInern
Facilities Manager: Maurice Carr
Club Photographer: Brendan Vaughan
Club Development Chairman: Paul O’Donnell
Club Registrar: Eva Scanlon
 We wish the committee the very best of luck for 
the upcoming year, without whom the success of 
this great club would not be possible.
 We had the pleasure of welcoming Cathal Cregg 
of Connaught Council to the club this weekend to 
host a number of events for our underage teams.
The sessions were thoroughly enjoyable and 
highly beneficial to all our players and coaches.
 Our ladies team also hosted a 5k walk/run in 
memory of the late Ashling Murphy on Saturday 
afternoon. Many thanks to everyone who partici-
pated on the day and supported this very worthy 
cause. All donations will go towards Women’s 
Aid in Ireland.

CLG Na nDúnaibh
 Torthaí Lotto ó oíche Luain is chuaigh thart. B’iad 
11 12 13 agus 24 na huimhreacha a tarraingíodh. 
Char bhain duine ar bith an pota óir agus bhí na 
trí uimhir ag Mary Devlin, Tanya Roberts agus 
Bridie McHugh. Fuair siad €50 an duine. Beidh 
an tarraingt ar an tseachtain seo chugainn ar an 
Luan an 14 Márta agus tá €2,200 sa phota óir. 
Thig é a imirt ar líne: bit.ly/NDLotto.
Bhí a gcéad chluiche ag na Dúnaibh in éadan 
Cloich Cheann Fhaola sna Dúnaibh Dé Sathairn. 
Ba seo i gComórtas Sinsir Peile na Gaeltachta. 
Bhí buaidh de thrí phointe ag na Dúnaibh leis 
an scór: Na Dúnaibh 0-12 Cloich Cheann Fhaola 
1-6. Comhghairdeas leis na himreoirí agus leis an 
bhainistíocht. Ba seo a chéad chluiche ag Paidí 
Mac Giolla Bhuí, stócach óg seacht mbliana déag 
agus scóráil sé cúig phointe. Comhghairdeas a 
Phaidí agus tá mé cinnte go mbeidh séasúr mór 
ag an fhear óg seo amach romhainn. Chuir Eric 
Mac Roibeard, Lorcán Ó Conchúir, Máirtín Mac 
Giolla Bhríde, Oisín Ó Buaidhe agus Caolán Mac 

Rodaigh pointí ar chlár na scóranna comh maith.
Súil againn go mbeidh biseach ar Phádraig Mac 
Ginty go luath ó ghortú a bhain dó le linn an 
chluiche.
We are back in the GAA Centre again on Satur-
day night and hope you can join us, with eyes 
down at 8.30pm. Bingo books can be purchased 
online at nadunaibh.ie/bingo up until 1pm on 
Saturday. Books are also available for purchase 
at Boyce’s Centra, Micky Joe’s Country Store and 
Siopa na nDúnaibh. These will be on sale up until 
the normal cut-off time of 1pm Saturday. If an-
yone is interested in helping out with the Bingo 
nights please contact Richard Conneely for more 
information.
 Comhghairdeas le Seán Mac Rodaigh a bhí mar 
pháirt d’fhoireann Faoi 20 Dhún na nGall a fuair 
an bhuaidh ar Mhaigheó ar an tSathairn.
Bhí dinnéar/damhsa Cheann Bliana ar siúl oíche 
Shathairn.
Comhghairdeas leis na daoine uilig a fuair grad-
am le linn na hoíche:
Gradam Saoil (Hall of Fame Award) -- Micheál 
Ó Dochartaigh.
Clubphearsa na Bliana – Joe Mac Giolla Bhríde 
(Feargal) agus Patsy Ó Dochartaigh.
Imreoir óg na Bliana – Seán Mac Rodaigh.
Imreoir óg na Foirne Tacaíochta – Dale Mac Gi-
olla Bhríde.
Imreoir na Foirne Tacaíochta – Ultán Mac Ro-
daigh.
Sárimreoir na Bliana - Oisín Ó Buaidhe.
Imreoirí óga na mBan - Amy Nic Lochlainn agus 
Charlie Ní Shibhleáin.
Imreoir Ban na Bliana – Michelle Ní Chóill.
Ba mhaith leis an chumann a mbuíochas a gh-
abháil le óstán an Downings Bay ar chomh héi-
feachtach agus a reáchtáil siad an oíche- d’Fhear 
an Tí, Charlie Collins agus do John Bosco a chur 
an ceol ar fáil.
Buíochas mór do Hugo a rinne an oíche a eagrú.
There will be a presentation/open evening in the 
Clubhouse on March 15 to determine the future 
development of the Club in all aspects of GAA 
activities and we want your input. Whether you 
are a player, coach, parent, active or inactive 
member, supporter or member of our communi-
ty you are invited to attend. This is open to every-
one and a full rundown of club affairs will be up 
for discussion. 
Registration forms will also be available on the 
night and membership can still be paid on line 
http://bit.ly/NaDunaibh2020
Nobody should currently be training or playing 
unless their membership is paid as they are not 
covered by insurance.
 Wishing Julie Trearty and Lauren McBride the 
best of luck as they play in the Moynihan Cup Fi-
nal on Friday for LYIT.
 We currently have 17 stamp Cards collected for 
the Lidl Serious Support Campaign, we need 
a minimum of 50 for a set of LGFA jerseys so 
spread the word to sign up and register Down-
ings on the Lidl Plus App.
 Le críochnú, de thairbhe go bhfuil Lá Idirnáisiún-
ta na mBan ag titim ar an Mháirt ba mhaith linn 
an deis seo a ghlacadh lenár mbuíochas ó chroí 
a ghabháil leis na MNÁ UILIG atá mar pháirt 
den chlub – imreoirí, cóitseálaithe, baill coiste, 
saorálaithe, lucht tacaíochta, máithreacha agus 
páirtithe.

Gaeil Fhanada
Lotto Results 06/03/2022
Numbers: 3, 10, 18, 20, 21.  No jackpot win-
ner.  €100 Winner: Claire McLaughlin, Lahard-
en. This week’s Jackpot: €2550
March ‘Grab a Grand’
 The club will launch our March ‘Grab a Grand’ 
competition on our online platforms on Friday at 
midday. There will be a limited amount of tick-
ets on sale with a great cash prize for the winner. 
When the tickets are gone, they’re gone so please 
keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter pages 
or you can contact any committee members for 
further details.
Club Membership 2022
Gaeil Fhánada are now accepting club mem-
bership for 2022. To become a member of Gaeil 
Fhánada you must register on the ‘Foireann’ sys-
tem again this year. Click the link below to bring 
you to the homepage. https://returntoplay.gaa.
ie If you need any help with this process, please 
contact club Secretary, Fiona Shiels. 
Sceideal Traenála / Training Schedule 
Dé hAoine 11ú Márta
U11 Boys - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 5:30
U13 Boys - Traigh a Locha @ 6:00
Dé Sathairn 12ú Márta
U10 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00
U12 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00

25th North West 10k launched

U14 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00
U16 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00
Dé Domhnaigh 13ú Márta
U11 Boys - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 10:30
Dé Máirt 15ú Márta
U15 Boys - Traigh a Locha @ 6:00
Scór na nÓg
 Our Scór participants performed very well in on 
the County Final of Scór na nÓg in Burt on Sun-
day. 
Rinne Sorcha Nic an Phobail aithris ar ‘Pilleadh 
Aoidh Ruaidh Uí Dhomhnaill’ san Aithriseoire-
acht. Chan Gemma Nic Congail an amhrán 
‘Grace’ trí Ghaeilge sa chomórtas Amhránaíocht 
Aonair agus ghlac Seán Mac Daibhéad, JP Ó Gal-
lachóir, Méabh Nic an tSaoir agus Mia Nic Gairb-
heith páirt sa Tráth na gCeist. 
Siúlóid na Gaeilge ar an Trá
Ar mhaith leat do chuid Gaeilge a úsáid agus a 
chleachtadh agus tú amuigh faoin aer maidin 
Dé Sathairn? Beidh scaifte ag cruinniú le chéile 
ag carrchlós Din i mBaile Thiarnáin ag 12:30 Dé 
Sathairn. Fáilte roimh achan nduine.

CLG An Tearmainn
The numbers drawn in Friday’s lotto were 12, 17, 

23 and 26. No winner of Jackpot of €2200. One 
winner of the Match 3 of  €80 - Seimi Friel Ter-
mon (yearly). Open Draw winners of €10 each 
Patrick Friel Portsalon (bingo) and Mary McFad-
den (Gracie’s stores). This week’s Jackpot is €2250. 
The weekly bingo continues each Friday night 
online, drive in and indoors at the Craoibhin, 
Termon. Please seek the Termon bingo Facebook 
page for further details and the chance to win a 
free book.
All members are reminded that registration is 
now due. Players must be registered to play with 
Clg an Tearmainn for insurance purposes. Most 
of our underage teams are out and training at 
the moment and the training schedule and coach 
contacts are available on the Facebook pages. A 
huge well done to all our boys, girls, men and 
women who represented our county at the week-
end in various teams. This weekend’s fixtures are 
in the Comórtas na Gaeltachta competition with 
the senior and reserve men in competition, both 
games at the Burn Road on Saturday, with the re-
serve men taking on Naomh Mhuire at 1pm and 
the senior men taking on Naomh  Conaill at 3pm. 
All support is welcome.

Bonner bids for back-to-back wins
 After the high of defeating Tyrone the Donegal 
senior footballers have the opportunity to do 
back-to-back wins when they host Monaghan at 
MacCumhaill Park on Sunday afternoon (throw-
in 1.45). 
A victory would definitely secure their Division 
1 status for next year but even their current five 
points might be enough. But Monaghan come to 
the Twin Towns needing the points more than 
Donegal. They sit on just two points and if they 
lose on Sunday there will be just two more games 
for them to avoid the drop. 

It was a rollercoaster for Declan Bonner’s men be-
fore the short break. There was the heavy criticism 
of the performance in Killarney and rightly so. 
Then there was the win over Tyrone that seemed 
to all of a sudden turn the team into potential 
All-Ireland champions. Bonner doesn’t want that 
type of talk being absorbed by his players. And 
he will be very satisfied on Sunday evening if the 
team defeats Monaghan that could prove to be an 
indicator that a bunch of talented footballers are 
maturing and ready to have a serious go at regain-
ing the Ulster Championship. 
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 The launch of the special anniversary North West 
10k took place in the Mount Errigal on Monday 
evening. Announcements in relation to the event 
which has raised nearly €834,000 for 36 charities 
in the past 24 years were made during the launch. 
A souvenir 25th commemorative booklet was also 
formally unveiled. The first Chairperson in 1997 
Charlie Kelly had the honour of formally launch-
ing the 25th run and walk. Unfortunately Charlie 
wasn’t able to be present in person but a message 
on his behalf was read out by 10k Vice-Chairper-
son Nancy McNamee 
  The North West 10k committee has a new free 
t-shirt to mark the 25th anniversary of the charity 
event which started in 1997. The commemorative 
t-shirt is guaranteed  for all who enter before the 
31st of March. A NW 10k medallion will also be 
presented to participants on the day of the event. 
Chairperson it was fitting that the launch should 
take place in the Mount Errigal Hotel because it 
was in this hotel that the meeting took place to 
form the first North West 10k committee in the 
winter of 1996 and the rest as they say is history. 
At 6p.m. on 10th of May 1997 the first North West 
10k charity event took place in Letterkenny and 
in the same town will host the 25th anniversary 
event on the Bank Holiday Monday May 2nd. The 
committee which had been running the Rockh-
ill 10k for 14 years had decided not to continue 
themselves after the 1996 event but two of their 
members Pat Price and the late Martin Giblin 
were still very anxious to see the community 
charity race remain an active annual fundraiser 
for worthy causes. So they met with Charlie who 
used his athletics contacts to form the first com-
mittee and 24 years later 36 charities have benefit-
ted to the tune of nearly €834,000 from the North 
West 10k. 

“I want to commend all the committees involved 
with our predecessor the Rockhill 10k for the 
great work they did in establishing the race as one 
of the biggest charity events that also attracted 
big name runners from outside the county. They 
also persuaded UTV to come down from Belfast 
and film the event two years in a row. I want to 
acknowledge the work of all the committees over 
the past 24 years under the Chairpersons Charlie 
Kelly, Grace Boyle and James Boyle. And for the 
past six years it’s been me in that role” Mr Martin 
said. 
 Neil Martin also thanked all the sponsors who 
have supported the NW10k down the years. “We 
are very grateful to have five sponsors this year 
again DonegalDaily, Brian McCormick Inter-
Sport, Century Cinemas, the Mount Errigal Hotel 
and the Value Centre. Every year the NW10k is 
about the charities and in 2022 the proceeds will 
go to three very worthy causes in the Donegal 
Branch for Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus, the 
Donegal Diabetes Parents Support Group and the 
No Barriers Foundation. They have already been 
working very hard together on a range of addi-
tional fundraising initiatives that will boost the 
money raised on the actual day of the NW 10k 
on May 2nd.” 
It takes a huge voluntary effort to host the charity 
event. First of all there is the 10k committee who 
all bring different skills in the pre-planning phase 
and then making sure everything goes to sched-
ule on the day with safety of everyone paramount. 
“We have a team of stewards and marshalls un-
der Neily McDaid who are loyal to the Northwest 
10k and their experience is invaluable making 
the route as safe as possible for the participants. 
We are indebted to the Gardai who advise and 
support us on the day. I would like to thank Sgt. 

Eunan Walsh and his 
team for all their help. 
The Red Cross are with 
us every year and that 
is so important in the 
event that someone 
needs medical assis-
tance. The Letterkenny 
Chamber have been 
with us from the start 
offering back-up in 
terms of administra-
tion and one of their 
staff Anne Condon 

has been a vital link as she has been 
one of our committee members from 
1997. I also want to acknowledge 
the presence here tonight of two of 
the charities who benefitted in 1997 
namely MS Donegal Branch and 
the Breast Care Unit at Letterkenny 
General Hospital as it was then” Neil 
Martin said.  
The Chairperson also took the op-
portunity to thank the current North 
West committee for their endeavours 
since they started planning for the 
25th back last September. “Because it 
is a special milestone there has been 
extra work involved to date and as 
they say there is a lot more to do. We 
have a very dedicated team who have 
worked very diligently so I’m con-
fident that we are on track to make 
our new date of Monday 2nd of May 
a very memorable celebration as it 
should be.” 
Marcus Ward, Mairead Farren and 
Marina Kennedy-Quick spoke on 

behalf of the respective charities 
Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus, the 
Donegal Diabetes Parents Support 
Group and the No Barriers Founda-
tion. The official launch was by Char-
lie Kelly and his message was read 
out by Nancy McNamee. “I would 
like to thank the committee for invit-
ing me to perform the official launch 
of the 25th NW10k; however, I regret 
that I am unable to attend. It is very 
pleasing to note the way the event 
has grown over the years and contin-
uing to raise major funds for chari-
ties. I wish the 10k committee every 
success in the future. I am delighted 
now to formally launch the 25th NW 
10k. Good Luck. Charlie Kelly.”
The 25th NW 10k takes place on 
Monday 2nd of May in Letterken-
ny at 11 a.m. The online entry fee is 
€15 and the link can be found on the 
10ks Facebook and Twitter accounts 
or by going to the website www.
northwest10k.com

North West 10k Chairperson Neil Martin with two former members of the Rockhill 10k committee Tony 
Ramsay and Pat Price and Letterkenny Mayor Jimmy Kavanagh at the launch of the 25th anniversary charity 
run and walk on Monday night in the Mount Errigal Hotel

Neil Martin with Marina Kennedy Quick and Sonia McGarvey from one of the ben-
efitting charities the No Barriers Foundation

At the launch of the North West 10k on Monday night in the Mount Errigal Hotel  were at back Mary Fleming McCrossan, Bernie Bren-
nan, Claire McDonagh (Letterkenny Chamber), Cllr Donal Kelly, Mayor Cllr Jimmy Kavanagh, Cllr Gerry McMonagle, Brian McCormick 
(sponsor), Sergeant Eunan Walsh and Nancy McNamee. Front from left - Marcus Ward (Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus Ireland (Donegal 
Branch), Marina Kennedy Quick (No Barriers Foundation), Mairead Farren (Donegal Diabetes Parents Support Group), Neil Martin 
(North West 10k Chairperson), Charlie Gildea (Donegal Diabetes Parents Support Group) and Erin Harrold Marcus (Spina Bifida & 
Hydrocephalus Ireland (Donegal Branch).

McIntyre to manage Bundoran
 Peter McIntyre is the new manager of the Bundoran senior team for the 2022 season. The Letterk-
enny native succeeds Cathal Corey. A former St. Eunan’s player, McIntyre is a longtime resident of 
Bundoran where he runs the Allingham Arms Hotel. He won an Ulster Minor Football Champion-
ship medal with Donegal in 1985. 
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 The resignation of Alan ‘AK47’ Kelly as La-
bour Party leader was unexpected. The Parlia-
mentary Labour Party said they no longer had 
confidence in him.
  Untypically, he then went quitely. He is en-
ergetic, but the nickname ‘AK47’ explains the 
nature of that energy.
To be fair, the Ukraine War overshadowed his 
decommissioning. In past years, though, the 
deposing of a Labour Party leader would have 
been a major news story. Now, though, Labour, 
is not the force it once was. Labour has seven 
Dáil seats. In the last General Election, it won 
4.4% of the vote. There has been no significant 
improvement in poll ratings since.
 Labour has been as low in seats before. It has 
had near-death experiences, then resurrected.
 This time, though, we have to ask if Labour 
has declined too far. There is no sign of re-
newal. There is little sign of energy – except 
in getting rid of the leader. That is usually not 
the best type of energy. In a small party that 
is struggling, it is more a sign of turning in on 
itself.
 Labour had gone for ‘AK47’ because he 
seemed energetic. After two bad General Elec-
tions, the choice suggested desperation. The 
difficulty with that energy was that it never 
seemed particularly channelled.
Kelly had claimed to be ‘Old Labour’. That is, 
wanting to appeal to the Party’s traditional 
working-class base. There was little sign of 
that. As a Minister in the Coalition Govern-
ment, he had been an energetic enforcer of 
Water Charges. Memories do fade, but that 
is unlikely to make him appealing to work-
ing-class voters.
 In style, he was the opposite to his predeces-
sor, Brendan Howlin. Howlin tends to the 
understated rather than the fiery.
 ‘AK47’ can rub people up the wrong way. Thus 
I expected him to become too hot to handle, at 
some stage. I expected, though, that he would 
go in an almighty row. Instead, his departure 
was quiet. In one way, almighty rows are not 
healthy. In another, they are at least a sign of 
life.
 At time of writing, it seems Ivana Bacik will 
be the leader and she’s put her name forward 
for ratification. 
 Last year she won the Dublin Bay South 

by-election. Bacik is a Trinity College law 
professor. Her secondary education was as a 
boarder at Alexandra College, one of Ireland’s 
most exclusive girls’ schools. She has a strong 
record on liberal issues. To her credit, she has 
been strongly critical of Israel.
 As a Senator, though, she supported legisla-
tion cutting the lone parent’s allowance.
She can certainly attract a niche liberal vote. 
Thus she will play well in Ballsbridge and 
surrounding area. That is in her constituency. 
That ‘Dublin 4’, though, is very different to 
the rest of Dublin, let alone the state. She has 
shown little sign of being able to play strong-
ly in Ballyfermot, Ballymun – or, indeed, 
Letterkenny. If Labour is to have a chance of 
reviving, she has to do that.
 The logic of events points towards Labour fus-
ing with the Social Democrats. There are even 
fewer differences between them than is the 
case with the other parties. There is, though, 
no sign that one party with a fuzzy identity 
will be stronger than two with a fuzzy identity.
 Everything points to Labour having been 
wrong to allow itself to be sucked into the 
overcrowded centre of Irish politics. Labour 
fell victim to the siren calls of Tony Blair. It 
has followed most European social democratic 
parties in diluting former core principles.
 Thus it has lost the working class to Sinn 
Féin. That was no brilliant long-term strategy 
by Sinn Féin. Rather, they found themselves 
sucked into the vacuum that Labour’s depar-
ture had left.
 That was because a political realignment had 
been on the cards for a long time. The two big 
parties ultimately have their roots in the Civil 
War. That will be over 99 years in May. The 
children of those who fought are dying out.
 The rural society where Fianna Fáil and Fine 
Gael had sunk roots doesn’t exist any more 

either. Sixty three point five percent of the 
Republic’s population is urban, according to 
official statistics. That is probably an under-
estimate, because of the ribbon development 
stretching out from towns.
 There are an estimated 70,000 full-time 
farmers. One hundred years ago, there were a 
dozen times more working on the land.
 For a long time, the old parties were able to 
hold out against those social changes. Tradi-
tion is strong, but can’t last forever. Change 
builds up slowly. Then, frequently, it explodes 
onto the stage of history.
 Thus it is possible that the Irish Labour Party 
may disappear. That has happened with parties 
that were bigger and seemed to be better 
rooted.
 Scotland, after all, was a Labour country. The 
British Labour Party had its origins in the 
Scottish Labour Party, set up in 1886. Nine-
teen eighty three was a disaster for the Labour 
Party in Britain, with Peak Maggie Thatcher. 
Labour still took 
41 of 72 Scottish 
seats in the General 
election.
 Labour now has one 
of 59 Scottish seats 
at Westminster. It 
seems extinction is 
inevitable. Not only 
has it swallowed 
economic neo-lib-
eralism. It is also 
standing against 
independence, 
openly calling itself 
Unionist
 The French Socialist 
Party had an abso-
lute majority in the 

National 
Assembly in 
the 1980s. In 
the 1990s it 
came close, 
and was 
able to rule 
again. In 
recent times, 
it elected two Presidents.
Now the party is broke. Party membership has 
fallen by over 90% in 15 years. It has 30 of 557 
deputies in the National Assembly, and three 
of 79 MEP’s. The party headquarters have had 
to be sold. The new headquarters is at the far 
end of a carpark in an outer suburb of Paris.
 The embrace of Neo-Liberal economic pol-
icies has alienated the former working-class 
support. The result should make we in Ireland 
feel relieved. In France, it is the former Fas-
cists of the National Rally who have attracted 
much of the blue-collar support.

By Anton McCabe

Labour’s AK47 decommissioned

The first correct entry opened on Monday 14th March will 
receive a Ball Point Pen. Send your entry to 
Crossword No. 955 Tirconaill Tribune, Main Street, Milford.

Name
Address
Solutions to Crossword No. 955
Across 1. Nightshade, 8. Aerosol, 9. Naval, 10. Duel, 11. Lees, 12. Dip, 14. Ceylon, 
15. Embryo, 18. Paw, 20. Pail, 21. Hula, 23. Eagle, 24. Martini, 25. Attendance. 
Down 1. Nursery, 2. Gasp, 3. Tiller, 4. Handsome, 5. David, 6. Handicapped, 7. 
Kleptomania, 13. Complete, 16. Reunite, 17. Dimmed, 19. Wight, 22. Iran.

Congratulations to Rose McNamee, Stranorlar
who won Crossword No. 955.

Across
1. Film-holder (5)
4. Inuit boat (5)
10. Quay (5)
11. Place of pilgrimage in France 
(7)
12. Doggedness (8)
13. Recorders of Fernando (4)
15. Larry ___, star of Dallas (6)
17. Greek city (6)
19. Leave out (4)
20. Married .... With ____, US TV 
sitcom (8)
23. Emit (7)
24. Satellite’s course (5)

25. Wept (5)
26. Penniless (5)
Down 
2. Ordinary (5)
3. F.I.F.A. coil [anag] (8)
5. Feber (4)
6. Within earshot (7)
7. Telephonist’s panel (11)
8. Wind instrument (5)
9. Murder (11)
14. Star of First Blood (8)
16. Holland’s former currency (7)
18. Mouse-like mammal (5)
21. Hydrophobic (5)
22. Animal pen (4)

No. 955Tribune Crossword

Ivana Bacik can certainly attract a niche liberal vote for Labour. 
Thus she will play well in Ballsbridge. That ‘Dublin 4’, though, 

is very different to the rest of Dublin. She has shown little sign of 
being able to play strongly in Ballyfermot, Ballymun – or, indeed, 

Letterkenny. But she must!

GAA Club News

Diesel Cars

191 Audi A6 Auto 204bhp

191 Ford Focus Titanium

191 Nissan Qashqai  N Connecta

191 Ford Focus Zetec x2

2018 VW Golf GTI Line

2018 Audi A4 2.0 s/s Ultra

2018 VW Passat Business Edition

181 Nissan Qashqai Acenta Premium x 3

182 Ford Kuga Zetec

181 Suzuki Vitara Szt 

181 Hyundai Tucson 1.7

181 Ford Focus S T Line

17 Kia Sportage 2171 VW Tiguan 
Comfort Line 2.0 150Bhp

171 Mazda CX 5 Executive 2WD

12 Suzuki Sx4 2.0 4x4

171 Audi A6 SE Exec 190 BHP

171 Citreon C4 Picasso 7 Seater

162 BMW 420 D Auto

161 Audi A4 2.0

2015 Ford Focus St Line

2015 Ford Focus Zetec

151 Ford Smax 7 Seater

132 Suzuki SX4 4x4

2012 VW Golf

The Lagg Milford    Tel: 074 91 53656 
Lifford Tel: 074 91 41225                  Donegal Town Tel: 074 97 40496 

View the full range of New and Used Cars
www.brownescargroup.ie

Petrol

212 Suzuki Vitara Szt 
212 Suzuki Ignis 4x4
211 Suzuki Swace 1.8 Hybrid

211 Suzuki SCross Szt Demo
211 Suzuki Swift Sz
218 Peugeot 2008 Alure premium

191 Peugeot 308 1.2 Active
181 Suzuki Vitara S Allgrip
181 Suzuki Swift Auto
181 Suzuki Swift Sz  x 1
181 Mazda 3 Executive 
181 Suzuki Celerio  x 2
171 Suzuki SCross Sz4
161 Opel Corsa 
151 Suzuki Celerio

Brownes Cars - Milford 

Commercials
211 Opel Combo 3 Seater
192 Citreon Dispatch 1.6
191 Ford Transit 350 LWB 
191 Opel Combo 3 Seater

182 Mitsubishi Pajero SWB 3.2
181 Peugeot Partner 3 Seater
171 Ford Ranger 3.2 Wildtrack
1671 Ford Transit 350M AWD
2017 Vauxhall Combo 

Hughie McClafferty presenting Mickey Doherty with the Downings GAA Club Hall of Fame award at their an-
nual presentation dinner dance in the Downings Bay Hotel on Saturday. Also included is MC Charlie Collins.

Mickey Doherty presenting the Downings GAA Club Senior Player of the Year award to Oisin Boyce. Also 
included is Club Chairman Eoin Byrne.

Na Dunaibh winners of the Donegal Junior Title and beaten Ulster Finalists at the Dinner Dance in the Downings Bay Hotel.
Mickey Doherty presenting Michelle Wilkin with 
the Ladies Player of the Year.

Charlie Shevlin and Amy McLaughlin receiving the Ladies Young Players of the Year awards from Mickey 
Doherty at the annual presentation dinner dance in the Downings Bay Hotel on Saturday.

Mickey Doherty presenting Johnny McGroddy with 
the Young Senior Player of the Year award.

Ultan McGroddy receiving the Reserve Player of 
the Year Award from Mickey Doherty.

Dale McBride receiving the Young Reserve Player of the Year Award from Mick-
ey Doherty and Eoin Byrne.

Lorcan Connor receiving his Ulster All Star Award from Mickey Doherty and 
Hugo McClafferty.

St. Michael’s 
The All-County League Fixtures were released recent-
ly. We have been given a tough start to the League. Our 
campaign will get underway on Saturday 2nd April 
away to Gweedore in Maghergallon. The following 
Sunday we are at home to St. Eunan’s. We have a bye 
in the third round of fixtures, while in week 4 we are 
away to Ardara.
Mini Lotto
 There was no Jackpot winner in the Mini Lotto on 
Sunday. The numbers drawn were: 3,8,11,13,14,20. 
The Two Match 5 Winners were Sarah Ann Ferry 
Murroe and Michael McClafferty Derryreel who won 
€50 each. This week’s Jackpot will be €5500. Lotto 
Tickets are on sale in the usual outlets and also online 
from Clubforce.
Bingo
The weekly Bingo continues in the Massinass Hall 
Creeslough on Sunday’s at 8pm. We welcome our cus-
tomers back in doors and on line will continue but we 
are hopeful that we will eventually get all our patrons 
back on a Sunday night.
The winner of the €200 on the House on Game 9 at 
Bingo on Sunday night was Michael McClafferty, €100 
on Game 5 was Joan McVeigh, €30 winner was Mary 
Grace McGarvey. The proceeds of the Bingo for the 
next three weeks will be in aid of the Ukraine Appeal 
and everyone is welcome to come along and support 

this worthy cause.
Cloughaneely

Clárú/Registration
Thig clárú ar líne anois fosta. Impíonn muid 
oraibh uilig clárú chomh luath agus is féidir. You 
can also register to be a member of the club on-
line now. We urge everyone to register as soon 

as possible.
Praghasanna/Prices
Imreoir/Player - €60; Imreoir atá ina mhac 
léinn/Student Player - €30;
Gnáthbhall/Non Player - €30; Club 100/100 
Club - €240
Lotto

 The numbers drawn were 5, 20, 8, 2, 6, 1. No 
jackpot winner.. we had 2 match 5s; Congratula-
tions to Marjorie Shiels and Patrick J. Boyle who 
win €50 each. Our jackpot is now €6,300. Tick-
ets are available in various outlets throughout 
the parish in Batch, Centra, Post Office, Dee’s, 
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 Coiste Forbartha Inis Bó Finne raised €800 last 
week from the proceeds of their 50/50 week-
ly draw, which will go towards the people of 
Ukraine in their time of most need. After sourcing 
a good Donegal connection, Sean Mac Suibhne 
from Fanad, who is teaching with the Salesians, 
and made a contribution to the “Support Ukraine 
Appeal” through the Salesians of Don Bosco Ire-
land. They are currently present in a number of 
locations in Ukraine including Bóbrka, Przemy-
lany, Pytomierz, Korosteszów and Odessa and 
more. All donations received by the Salesians of 

Don Bosco Ireland, go towards buying necessary 
materials here in Ireland and are then transported 
to the Ukraine.  
 Our donation will help to supply sleeping bags 
and mats, thermal blankets, dressings, first aid 
supplies, long-life foodstuffs (tinned foods, rice, 
pasta, baby jars etc) and personal hygiene prod-
ucts to Ukrainian children and families in their 
time of need. We would sincerely like to thank 
everyone who donated to us, as this will help 
make a small difference in these difficult times 
for the people living in Ukraine.

Cloughaneely
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

 After two years of lockdown, 
there will be a St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Falcarragh, on Thurs-
day 17th March at 3pm. The 
organisers would encourage as 
many businesses, community 
groups, clubs, schools, etc. to 
participate in any way possible. 
More details nearer the date.

Pobal Eascarrach
 Folúntas ar Scéim Fostaíocht 
Pobal Vacancy for a general 
worker on the Community Em-
ployment Scheme at Ballina 
Resource Centre. Eligible par-
ticipants must meet the criteria 
laid down by the Dept of So-
cial Protection. Please contact 
Caitlín for further information 
on 0749180571. Subject to de-
mand, the following courses/
classes will commence short-
ly in Ballina Resource Centre: 
Coastal Seaweed Foraging, 
Bee-Keeping, Bee-Hive Build-
ing, Digital Photography, Art 
With Owenie. All the above 
courses are part-funded by the 
ETB. If interested call Caitlín on 
9180571.

Ranganna Sa tSean Bheairic
Tá múid anois ag glacadh ain-
mneacha dona ranganna seo 
a leanas; Ranganna Gaeilge 

(TEG)* Leibheál A1 – Dé 
Máirt ón 7-8.30 Leibheál B1 
– Dé Céadaoin ón 7-8.30 Leib-
heál C1 – Déardaoin ón 7-8.30 
Comhra Gaeilge – Déardaoin 
ón 7-8.30 Damhsa Beirte: Ran-
ganna damhsa beirte le Connie 
Mac Ceallabhuí Ag tosú Dé 
Luain 14ú Feabhra ón 8-10i.n. 
Two hand Dance Classes 
with Connie McKelvey Start-
ing Mon. 14th February from 
8-10pmPéintéireachta: Rangan-
na péintéireachta le Joe McClaf-
ferty achan Déardaoin ón 7–10 
Painting Classes every Thursday 
from 7-10pm Fáilte Roimh Tho-
saitheoirí – Beginners Welcome 
Dáta tosú ag bráth ar éíllimh. 
9180888 / 9180655.

Cill Ulta – Na Tithe Gloine
 Pór Prátaí – Potato Seed: Tá Pór 
Prátaí anois ar fáil I gCill Ulta – 
Na Tithe Gloine. Tá cúig chineál 
againn le díol. Meáchan 2kg nó 
Meáchan 25kg. Thig ordú ar line 
– www.cillulta.ie - go isteach san 
siopa ansin agus cur isteach do 
ordú – nó cur scairt orainn ag 91 
80994. Le do ordú a bhailiú an-
seo ar an suíomh - le bhur dtoil 
fan sa charr agus cur scairt ar an 
oifig.Potato Seed: now available 
at Cill Ulta – The Glasshouses. 
We have five varieties for sale. 
2Kg weight or 25Kg weight. 

You can order online – www.
cillulta.ie – enter the shop there 
and place your order – or call us 
on 91 80994.For collection pur-
poses here on site – please stay 
in your car and phone the office.

Cloughaneely Junior Band
 If any past members have band 
uniforms, instruments, hats or 
jackets in their possession please 
pm and we can arrange to have 
them collected or alternatively 
drop them into Gortahork Par-
ish Hall on a Thursday between 
6.30-8pm. 

Computer Course 
Donegal ETB are organising 
a course on the transfer skills 
from tablet and phone to a lap-
top. Learn to attach documents 
to emails, type up letters, make a 
poster etc. Course starting soon 
in the Adult Education Centre 
in Gortahork. Call Dolores on 
0861740677 to apply.

English Class
Do you know of anyone who 
is a beginner English speaker? 
The ETB are organising a class 
in the Adult Education Centre in 
Gortahork. Ring 0861740677 to 
enquire. Free to participants.

Pobail Le Chéile
 Oifig Pobail is open to the pub-
lic next door to Siopa Pobail and 
there is a public access com-
puter and printer. There is also 

After a visit to Tory Island to see the problems 
facing the inhabitants of the Island, Cllr. Michael 
McClafferty (pictured right) has called for urgent 
works to be carried out on the extension of the 
Sea Wall and the finishing of the cap on the ex-
isting Sea Wall.  
 McClafferty says that the Capping on top of the 
existing sea wall needs to be finished. “It’s was 
not completed when the wall was built a number 
of years ago and the lack of capping has led to 
the houses not getting their required protection 
from the Atlantic and he says that it is in a bad 
state and a serious accident is going to happen 
if the Cap is not completed. Anyone falling off 
the wall faces a 10ft drop onto the concrete and 
rocks below.”
 Michael and the local community are also call-
ing for the wall to continue for another mile along 
the coastline to protect the island’s coastline and 
Sacred Sites from the dangers of erosion. This 
has been a problem for many years and McClaf-
ferty wants the Council and the Government to 
take action now before it is too late.
During his visit to Tory, Cllr McClafferty was 
also shown the Electricity Generating Plant on 
the Island and the Helicopter Service to Tory.

Extend Tory Sea Wall - McClafferty

Children from the local Schools who received the Rite of Confirmation in the Church of Christ The King Gortahork on Sunday with the Bishop of Raphoe Alan McGuckian, Fr. Sean O’Gallochair, Fr. Brian O’Fearraigh 
and their teachers.

Brid Mullaney and her grandson Jack at the Confir-
mations in Gortahork on Sunday.

meet Tuesdays 7.30-9.15 at Song House /Teach 
na nAmhrán. €8. All welcome. Phone Candy 
085889 3154 for further details.

Pobal Eascarrach
 Folúntas ar Scéim Fostaíocht Pobal: Tá folún-
tas faoi láthair d’oibrí ginearálta ar an Scéim 
Fostaíocht Pobal ag Ionad Pobal Eascarrach. Lé 
bheith rannpháirteach sa scéim caithfidh tú na 
rialacha maidir leisan Scéim leagtha síos ag an 
Roinn Choimirce Sóisialaí, a chomhlíonadh. Má 
tá suim agat dean teagmháil lé Caitlín ar 9180571. 
There currently is a vacancy for a general worker 
on the Community Employment Scheme at Ball-
ina Resource Centre. To be eligible to participate 
on the Community Employment Scheme you 
must meet the criteria as laid down by the Depart-
ment of Social protection. Contact Caitlín. 
 Cursaí: Ag bráth ar éileamh beidh na cursaí/ran-
ganna seo a leanas ag toiseacht san ionad Pobal 
Eascarrach, sna seachtainí amach romhainn. Má 
tá suim ag duine ar bith iontu thig scairt a chur 
ar Caitlín ag 9180571 lé clarú: Seilg Feamainn, 
Beachaireachta, Tógail Coirceogach, Fótagra-
faíocht Dhigiteach & Ealaín Le Owenie. Subject 
to demand,the following courses/classes will 
commence shortly in Ballina Resource Centre. 
Anyone interested should call Caitlín to register: 
Coastal Seaweed Foraging, Bee-Keeping, Bee-
Hive Building, Digital Photography, Art With 
Owenie. All the above courses are part-funded by 
the ETB (Donegal Education & Training Board).

Ionad Naomh Fionnán
 Coffee morning in aid of the Ukraine crisis in 
Ionad Naomh Fionnán, Falcarragh on Friday the 
11th of March from 11a.m. to 1p.m.Everyone 
welcome. 
 Mar chuid de Sheachtain na Gaeilge beidh turas 
rothaíochta sóisialta sa Ghaeltacht ag tosnú ag Io-
nad Naomh Fionnán Dé Sathairn an 12ú Márta ag 

 Congratulations to Rita Gallagher who won the Faclarragh 50/50 prize this week 
of €824 receiving her prize.

Coiste Forbartha Inis Bó Finne raises €800 for Ukraine

a vacancy for a Youth 
Support Worker based 
at Pobail le Chéile, 
Falcarragh. This is a 
training initiative and 
applicants must be 21+ 
and unemployed (or on 
qualifying scheme like 
TÚS) for 12 months. 
Accredited training 
provided - exciting op-
portunity - 19.5 hours 
per week (flexible) Call 
Lee at Donegal Youth 
Service (91 29630).

The Songhouse
 Cór an Chroí is wel-
come new singers and 

10r.n.  Beidh treoraí áitiúil ag tabhairt eolais faoin 
cheantar.  Thart fá 20km – daoine fásta agus páistí 
os cionn 10 mbliana. Saor in aisce agus tá do roth-
ar agus clogad féin de dhith.  

 Are you interested in Upholstery - Classes are 
starting Thursday the 24th of March from 7p.m. 
from 10p.m. – ring 0749165750 to book your 
space.

classroom. One of the 
wonderful things about 
the gallery is that when 
someone buys a stu-
dents work the student 
truly values the fact 
that someone sees the 
quality of their pieces 
and it encourages them 
to persevere to do even 
better. A simple example 
of this was a lady from 
South Carolina who 
recently bought a wood 
burnt framed turtle 
made by a student called 
Shekira Lubin in grade 
11. The lady took our business card and when 
she returned home she emailed a photo to me of 
where she hung the Turtle project with the com-
ment that every time she looks at it, it reminds 
her of her wonderful trip to Spanish Wells. 
As I have the Craft classes in Whatsapp group 
chats since the virtual term, I posted the ladies 
photo that she sent along with the comment 
and it truly made that young lady’s day as well 
as inspires the others to strive for excellence in 
their Craft work. I tell the students that I will 
always pick their best piece out of every three 
so as to push them to do each piece to their full 
potential, if the pieces are of similar high quality 
I allow them to choose. This one simple act 
pushes them to do better. The students are also 
offered evening classes if they choose, to further 
improve their Craft skills. I have allowed a few 
Crafters friends and a local author to display 
some of their work at a humble 20% com-
mission back to the Craft program. A recent 
development is allowing students, ex-students 
and myself to sell craft work at a 10% commis-
sion to the program. I believe it will encourage 
them to continue to make pieces after they 
move into adult life, but most of them prefer 
to keep their pieces at home. I always tell them 
that when they make their work to do their best 
and to imagine in 30 -40 years’ time that they 
can show them to their grandkids with pride. 
As time moves on the sentimental value of these 
Craft pieces will increase. All of these measures 
ensure that the students constantly strive to do 
their best.

 “My future plans with 
Ministry of Educa-
tion approval include 
expanding the gallery 
into the
aforementioned sanding 
area as it has become a 
mosquito retreat and no 
longer feasible for the
students to work in 
there. This will allow me 
to let more of my fellow 
local artisans display 
their creations and 
build the community 
(tourists and natives) 
awareness of the hidden 

talent that exists in Spanish Wells and the 
northern end of Eleuthera. It is planned with 
this expansion to allow 4 to 6 of these artists 
to have their own area within the gallery and 
in turn they will volunteer to man it one day a 
week each. This will allow my Craft students to 
be exposed to the work done locally by other 
artists also. This will give me the freedom to 
continue to expand the medium offerings in my 
craft program.”
He added : “In closing, I truly want to thank 
and appreciate Mrs. Iris Pinder taking a chance 
on an inexperienced 24 year old Irish teacher 
all the way back in 1997. That one opportuni-
ty allowed me to find my beautiful wife Gail, 
have my three wonderful children and begin a 
new life for myself in this wonderful country. I 
want to show my appreciation to the great and 
friendly people of Harbour Island and Spanish 
Wells for accepting me into their communities 
so openly. I want to also publicly thank my past 
and present principals and District Education 
Officers for their trust and support for allowing 
me the flexibility to grow the Craft program and 
Gallery to its current state and I hope I can look 
forward to their continued trust and support 
in the future. I truly love the Bahamas and its 
warm people; it is just like Ireland but just quite 
a bit sunnier!! I am looking forward to moving 
the craft/artisan programs forward to newer and 
greater heights where we can all succeed togeth-
er and continue to be a support group and an 
asset to one another. May God continue to Bless 
The Bahamas.”

 It all began in 1997, 
at the kitchen table 
in Gortahork with 
two Irishmen having 
a cup of tea, in true 
Irish fashion. One of 
these men was Der-
mot Toland, a master 
wood turner and a fine 
musician of Irish tradi-
tional music, the other, 
one Austin Mullin, 
then aged 24, a recent 
graduate two years 
prior from the Univer-
sity of Limerick having 
studied woodwork 
and technical drawing 
education. 
 Austin, who is orig-
inally from Upper Ray, and the eldest son of 
William and Margaret Mullin had been teaching 
in an adult education centre for the two years, 
where young and old unemployed persons were 
given the opportunity to learn fine furniture 
techniques by external craftsmen and himself. 
He explained that as a result of this he had met 
Dermot who taught woodturning to the classes 
there and he was receiving lessons from him to 
upgrade his woodturning skills.
Austin explains that over a cup of tea an oppor-
tunity was spotted that would him take on the 
adventure of a lifetime.
 He explains “The program that Dermot and I 
taught at was closing down due to Governmen-
tal cut backs and I was telling Dermot that I had 
felt the urge to try and teach abroad (for the first 
and only time in my life) and it was at that mo-
ment that Dermot looked down at the English 
Sunday Times newspaper laying half read on 
the table, as the good Lord would have it was 
opened at a page that showed an ad for various 
teaching jobs in the Bahamas, which included 
teaching woodwork. Jokingly Dermot suggested 
that I give it a try. At that moment in my life the 
scenario was set up so that I was willing to take 
a chance on applying for this job, in a country 
some 4000 miles from my home. I had to look 
up an atlas to locate The Bahamas, due to my 
poor geography skills.
“I put together my resume and had to book a 
flight to London for the 
interviewing process at
the Bahamian Consu-
late there. When I had 
gotten to the Consulate 
and finally got my turn 
to be interviewed, I 
recall being shown into 
a room with a large 
table and there was 
three extremely official 
Ministry Officers there 
from the Department 
of Education, the one 
who was conducting the 
bulk of the meeting was 
one Mrs. Iris Pinder. I 

must say, as only my 
second interview, I 
was quite intimidat-
ed, they reviewed my 
resume and with only 
being 24 years old and 
not having any real 
experience in a high 
school teaching they 
decided to offer me a 
one year probationary 
contract instead of the 
normal three years to 
see how things would 
go. I assured them that 
I would endeavor to 
show them that they 
would not regret it.
“It was mid-August, 
1997 when I hopped 

on a British Airways flight to Nassau from Lon-
don, full of excitement, nerves and fear of the 
unknown to begin the single year contract. We 
had our orientation in Nassau and had to get 
our NIB cards and other matters straight.
 We were put up in the old British Colonial Ho-
tel, I remember being out on the beautiful beach 
there, after a day dealing with NIB thinking this 
has got to be the most beautiful water colour my 
blue Irish eyes had ever seen. A few days later 
I flew out on a small plane to Eleuthera, to my 
posting at Harbour Island All Age School. Once 
I had reached Harbour Island on the water taxi, 
I was greeted by the one and only Mr. Kirkwood 
Cleare, my new Principal. He showed me to 
my accommodation on the top level of one of 
Barretta Majors town houses. It was a beautiful 
two bedroom apartment within a 2 min walk 
from the world famous Pink Sand beach. I could 
not get over how beautiful the Island was and 
how friendly the locals were, very much like my 
fellow Irish. 
“The first few days at work were quite interest-
ing as I had to quickly give up my Irish morning 
greetings of “How’s it going?’, or ‘How’ya’ for 
the much more formal ‘Good morning’ etc. 
It was during that first week of school when I 
recall meeting my now wife, Ms. Gail Davis. I 
observed her in her typing room crying quietly 
as she had just received the very sad news that 
her dear aunt Joan had died in Nassau. I recall 

trying to comfort her 
along with Malcolm, the 
auto mechanic teach-
er. Who could have 
imagined that from 
there we would become 
married and have three 
wonderful children, Erin 
our daughter, and Colby 
and Chandler our twin 
boys.
“In 2018 with permis-
sion from my then 
Principal he began the 
mission to raise funds 
for their own gallery 
to be built by the Craft 
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A 4000 mile educational 
journey for Austin

Austin with his wife Gail, daughtger Erin and twins Colby and Chandler.

Austin with VIP visitors to the Gallery.

Some of the artwork on sale in the school gallery.



Following the Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday night, the details for the 51st Lennon 
Festival in Ramelton were announced. This year’s 
event will take place from Friday the 8th to Mon-
day the 11th of July.
 There will be a busy pre Festival week with the 
Soapbox Derby on Sunday the 3rd of July in aid 
of the RNLI and local charities. During the rest of 
the week the Singing Pubs competition will take 
place as well as the Car Treasure Hunt on Mon-
day the 4th, the Colour Run on Tuesday the 5th 
plus many other events.
 At that AGM the following committee was elect-
ed - Chairperson and Festival Director PJ Bon-
ner, Vice Chairperson Paul McCahill, Secretary 
Elaine Ferry, Treasurers Frances Boyce and Sean 
Crawford and PRO Eoin Murray.
 Mr. Bonner said that they will be feeling their 
way back after Covid 19 but promises plenty of 
thrills, fun and entertainment. 
There will live bands, local artists as well as the 
top Irish country bands, Cullen’s Fun Fair will be 
in attendance.
 Anyone who would like to get involved in this 

year’s event or has any ideas for events is asked 
to contact PJ or Paul or any of the committee and 
hopefully they will get some new blood this year 
to help make the event a success.
Coffee Morning for Rocco
 There will be a Coffee Morning in aid of Roc-
co’s Road to Recovery in the Quayside Bistro and 
Wine Bar, Ramelton on the first Tuesday in April, 
the 5th all day from 10am.
 This is part of the monthly Coffee Mornings run 
by the Bistro and the March one raised €654 for 
the Ramelton Care of the Aged Committee.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul will resume this Monday 
the 14th of March in the Mulroy Woods Hotel, 
Milford. Starting at 8pm for an hour and a half 
Paul will teach you how to Jive, Waltz, Quick 
Step, Foxtrot and of course Line Dancing.
 Beginners are welcome as well as all levels of 
dancing and there are no partners needed.
Wedding
Congratulations and best wishes are extended  
to Clare Callaghan, Ramelton on the occasion 
of her recent  wedding to Shane Rafferty in St 
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All sporting fixtures shown on big screen
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Hairy Hounds Dog 
Grooming Service

Pick up and drop off service available

Tel. 087 2386575
 Contact Francie Gallagher

Mary’s Church. Clare is the daughter of Terence 
and Mary Callaghan. The reception was held in 
the Inishowen  Gateway Hotel.
Table Quiz in Ballyare
 There will be a Table Quiz every Wednesday 
night in Carr’s of the Diamond in Ballyare for 
Lent. The quiz began last Wednesday at 9.30pm 
and everyone is welcome to come along and join 
in the fun and win a prize if your lucky.
Country Market
Ramelton Country Market will be in Ramelton 
Town Hall this Saturday from 10.30am until 
12.00noon. Pre orders on 087-9699715 for col-
lection during market hours. Our full range of 
homemade ready meals, curries, vegan and veg-
etarian foods, sourdough breads, scones, sweet 
treats, soups, jams, jellies, granola and fresh eggs. 
Our wonderful range of crafts, handmade toys, 
wooden craft, crocheted wear, cushions, paint-
ed goods, potted plants and much more. Loyalty 
cards available at check-
out. 
Our Tearoom is open for 
a catch-up with friends 
and family. Please note 
our Market on 19th 
March will be from 
10.30am until 1pm. See 
you all Saturday.
Swilly 50 50 draw 
Well done to this month’s 
Swilly Rovers 50/50 draw 
winners Niall Callaghan, 
John Stewart, Kevin 
Gormley and Minister 
Charlie McConnelogue. 
Some great prizes on 
offer every month. Join 
now and be in with a win-
ning chance.

Swilly Rovers lotto
The numbers drawn in 
the Swilly Rovers lotto on 
Friday were 1, 6, 10 and 
19. No jackpot winner. 
Three 3 number win-
ners: Patricia Gallagher 
Ramelton, James McCa-
hill, Ramelton and Cecil-
ia Murphy, Glenvar. Next 
week’s jackpot is €4,500. 
Thanks for your contin-
ued support.
Ramelton Bowling Club
Ramelton Bowling Club 

Rathmullan

Ramelton Festival dates announced Dunfanaghy
Boxing Tournament
 Dunfanaghy Boxing Club are holding a Boxing 
Tournament on Wednesday 16th March in the 
Ozanam Centre at 8pm. Clubs taking part are 
Carrickmore and Omagh Boys County Tyrone 
and Raphoe, Dunree and Dungloe Boxing Clubs 
from Donegal who will come to the Ozanam 
Centre to take on Dunfanaghy’s finest.
 Among the bouts down for decision on the night 
are: (Dunfanaghy names first) Owen McDongh 
v Odhran Woods, Dunree; Hudie Coyle v Owen 
McGee, Dungloe; Sean Doohan v Jack Gallagh-
er, Dungloe; Niall McNamara v Jack Gormerly, 
Carickmore; Cormac Hall v John McCartan, 
Carrickmore; Jack Boyle v Sean McDonagh, 
Omagh; Pierce McBride v Daniel Downey, Dun-
ree; Anthony Doohan v Aidan McGee, Dungloe; 
Dylan Doherty v Ryan Diver, Dungloe. Also 
on the bill will be Conor Durning, Luke Kelly, 
Eddie McBride, Nancy McMonagle, and Julien 
O’Donnell.  This promises to be a very night’s 
boxing and everyone is welcome to come along 
for a good night's entertainment.
Workhouse Reopening
Dunfanaghy Workhouse will be reopening on 
Thursday the 17th at 10 am for the first time 
this year and invite everyone to come and join 
us for our first day back. A leprechaun hunt will 
be launched that will be going on throughout the 
weekend for families to join. For more informa-
tion regarding this please ring the Workhouse at 
9136540, email us dunfanaghyworkhousetours@
gmail.com or visit our Facebook or Instagram!
 On Friday at 3pm we will be having a Storytell-
ing with Róisín on the history of St. Patrick, and 
that will be €3 per child. 
 On Saturday at 3pm, we will be screening Darby 
O’Gill and the Little People at 3pm, limited seat-
ing so be sure to call if you’d like a seat! €3 per 
person.
Ukraine Appeal
 Dunfanaghy Youths are donating their share of 
the 50/50 takings from the St Patrick's day draw 
to the Ukrainian Appeal Fund,  and  are also 
organising a collection of emergency supplies 
which will be delivered to the refugee centre in 
Poland. Items can be left at the back of St Mi-
chael's Chapel, or in Primo, Centra, Moores or 
Revive in Dunfanaghy. Alternatively, you can 
contact Joanne Hughes 0877414559 or Bernice 
Alcorn 0876704445.
 Items that they are looking for the Ukraine 
Appeal are: Shampoo, Deodorant, Toothbrush-

es, Toothpaste, Soap, Sanitary pads, Nappies, 
Wipes, Baby formula, Baby milk bottles, Band-
ages, Band aids, Painkillers, Sweets, Canned 
food, Non-perishable foods, Rain coats, Hats, 
Scarves, gloves and Towels.
Holy Trinity Parents Association
 Holy Trinity National School Dunfanaghy Par-
ents Association annual general meeting will be 
held in the School on this Friday 11th March at 
7.45pm. All parents with children attending the 
school are encouraged to come along.
No Greater Love
 A Lenten programme of Reflection 'No Greater 
Love' is a 5-part Lenten programme which will 
take place in Ards Friary for the first five Thurs-
days of Lent continues every Thursday from 
7.30pm to 9pm.
St. Michael’s Mini Lotto
 There was no Jackpot winner in the Mini 
Lotto on Sunday. The numbers drawn were: 
3,8,11,13,14,20. The two Match 5 winners were 
Sarah Ann Ferry, Murroe and Michael McClaf-
ferty, Derryreel who won €50 each. This week’s 
Jackpot will be €5500. Lotto Tickets are on sale 
in the usual outlets and also online.
Bingo
 The weekly Bingo continues in the Massinass 
Hall Creeslough on Sunday’s at 8pm. On line 
will continue but hopeful that we will eventually 
get all our patrons back on a Sunday night.

 The winner of the €200 on the House on Game 
9 at Bingo on Sunday night was Michael Mc-
Clafferty, €100 on Game 5 was Joan McVeigh, 
€30 winner was Mary Grace McGarvey. The 
proceeds of the Bingo for the next three weeks 
will be in aid of the Ukraine Appeal and every-
one is welcome to come along and support this 
worthy cause. 
Resource Centre
Gardening Classes: With Joanne Butler resume 
at Dunfanaghy Community Garden on Monday 
mornings from March 21st.
Names are currently being taken for an 8-week 
block of craft classes subsidised by Donegal 
ETB, starting at The FRC Dunfanaghy from 
April 25th Monday afternoons 2 – 4.
 The pastoral centre in Letterkenny are currently 
providing a Counselling service for children age 
5+ (playtherapy) and youth and adults here at the 
FRC in Dunfanaghy. Please get in contact direct-
ly with The Pastoral centre on 9131853.
The Carers support group meets once per month 
via ZOOM or face to face at Dunfanaghy FRC
Baby & Toddler support classes/groups for ba-
bies and their carers every Monday until 28th 
March. The PlayStation - Baby and Toddler at 
Holy Cross Church Hall, Horn Head road. It is 
expected to start the outdoor group at The Work-
house from 25th April. It will run in blocks of 

6 weeks. Tuesdays - Breastfeeding support fa-
cilitated by PHN Labhaoise Maguire. Fridays: 
10 - 12 Baby connect with Victoria Toye at 
Creeslough Day Centre (Spaces available)
Donegal Parenting Support network have ar-
ranged a series of workshops online for the 
month of March from 10am – 12noon. Work-
shops are as follows: 16th March: Active play 
23rd Managing technology, 30th Restful sleep. 
Contact Chloe on 0860675186 for additional 
info or to book your place.
Friday Youth Club currently seeking volunteers 
to support the development of a youth club in 
this area. Contact Breege on 9136548 or ring 
Pearl at Donegal youth service on 9129630. 
Dunkers Walking Group Meet at Dunfanaghy 
FRC (or pre-arranged meeting point) at 10.45 
weekly on Wednesdays. 
Wellness Café
The Dunfanaghy Wellness Café has reopened 
on the first and fourth Monday of the month at 
the workhouse Dunfanaghy (March 14th and 
28th). All welcome.  Contact details for Dunfa-
naghy Family Resource Centre: Phone: 9136548 
Email:dunfresource@gmail.com
Dunfanaghy Youths
 Congratulations to Mark Anthony McGinley, 
who is this week's 50/50 winner €480 on its way 
to you.

Prizewinners at the Table Quiz in aid of the Community Playground at The Workhouse, Dunfanaghy which was held in Arnolds Hotel in Dunfanaghy on Friday 
night, included with Claire Curran, Manager of The Workhouse Dunfanaghy are the draw winner and the winners of the quiz Sean Duffy, Gillian and Keith Lapsley.

Rosapenna
Gents Competition Results
 The Gents Singles Stable-
ford played over the Sandy 
Hills Links on Sunday the 6th of 
March was the second compe-
tition using the new category 
prize format. This format will 
be adopted throughout the golf-
ing season. Results as follows 
-Category A (13 & below); Tony 
Carr, 10* with 37pts; Category 
B (14-21); John Jnr McClaf-
ferty, 19* with 47pts; Category 
C (22+); Frank Cullen, 22* with 
34pts; Gross Prize; James Mc-
Nulty, with 31 gross pts.
Please note this is your playing 
handicap on the day from which-
ever tees you select. The cate-
gories were determined from 
the average entry from a doz-
en+ competitions during the 
2021 season with an even 3 way 
split. As with the current 1st, 
2nd, Gross, 3rd prize structure 
a certain number of entires will 
have to be reached to include a 
gross prize and the more entries 
on the day the larger the payout 
per category. The full catego-
ry price structure is posted on 
the members notice board in the 
front foyer of the Golf Pavilion. 
The * above denotes a player who 
played from the blue tees receiv-
ing 2 additional strokes to their 
course handicap re the mixed tee 
format. Two's - Marty Carlin & 
Denis Harkin. Entries - 35pax.
Club Sweaters
It has been decided at commit-
tee level to introduce a new col-
our of club sweater for all team 
competitions. All members are 

encouraged to purchase same 
from The Pavilion Golf Shop and 
would wear this when represent-
ing Rosapenna Golf Club at both 
provincial level and county lev-
el. The Pavilion Golf Shop will 
not hold a stock of the jumpers. 
Orders after this date will incur 
embroidery and shipping charges 
and will be placed on a bimonthly 
basis. Members must order their 
jumper(s) by Monday 21st March 
via email - golf@rosapenna.ie. 
Contact The Pavilion Golf Shop 
for any further information re-
quired. 
Course Notice
Winter Mats are in play for both 
casual and competition golf, this 
includes using the mats on all tee 
boxes. All members are kindly 
asked to repair all pitch marks, re-
place divots in the semi rough and 
rake all bunkers after use. Please 
keep all trollies & drive bug-
gies off tee boxes and away from 
green surrounds. If you are on 
the course you must be on the 
tee sheet, all tee times are book-
able via the BRS App. Booking 
enquiries over the phone will 
be offered the same tee times as 
showing via the BRS App, no ad-
ditional times will be available.
Rosapenna Ladies

As Lady Captain Betty Feeney 
starts her year in Office, there 
has been much preparation go-
ing on behind the scenes, with 
the Committee hard at work or-
ganising a schedule for the year 
ahead. Competitive golf resumed 
last week, with a club competi-
tion on Saturday 5th March with 

an 18 hole Stableford event on the 
Sandy Hills Course. There was a 
great entry and congratulations to 
Aisling Cullen the first winner in 
2022 with an excellent 39 points 
just beating Anne McKeague 
into runner up position with 38 
points. The first nine was won 
by Marion Geoghegan with 20 
points while Patricia Bogan won 
the 2nd nine with 18 points BOT. 
Well done ladies and a great start 
to the season.  
 There will be a Club Scramble 
on  Saturday 12th March, with 
a fun 4 person team event on 
17th March starting at 11.30am, 
followed by another scramble on 
18th March, followed by a sin-
gles stableford competition on 
19th March. Ladies intending to 
participate in the St. Patricks Day 
Team event are asked to sign up 
on the notice board in the locker 
room before 15th or alternatively 
contact Competitions Secretary 
Clare Lenny directly to ensure 
you are included in the draw. For 
regular singles events, intending 
players are requested to book 
their Tee times within the rele-
vant slots on the BRS system and 
adhere to course playing condi-
tions in force on the day. Fur-
thermore, a 9 hole competition 
will run Monday to Friday each 
week, and ladies are encouraged, 
but not obliged to enter names 
individually on the BRS system 
to encourage a mixture of hand-
icaps and playing partners, with 
emphasis very much on ‘Ready 
Golf’,  so as to discourage slow 
play.
Upcoming Fixtures –

March: Saturday 12th - Winter Scramble; Sun-
day 13th - Gents Club Competition; Thursday 17th 
- Gents Club Competition; Friday 18th - Winter 
Scramble; Saturday 19th - Gents Four Ball Better 
Ball; Sunday 20th - Gents Club Competition; Sat-
urday 26th - Winter Scramble - Sandy Hills Links; 
Sunday 27th - Gents Club Competition - Old Tom 
Morris Links.

Letterkenny Ladies
 The season was launched in glorious sunshine at 
the Captain’s Drive In on Sunday 6th March and 
the first 18 hole competition for the ladies will take 
place on Friday 18th March. Lady Captain Triona 
is looking forward to seeing you all on the fairways 
and is hoping that the sun will shine again to get the 
season off to a good start. 

Portsalon
Captain's Drive-ins
 This Sunday, March 13th, will see the re-scheduled 
Captain's Drive-in taking place at Portsalon. Mem-
bers are invited to join Eamonn McConigley (Beck) 
and Brighdin Hawke as they take their customary 
opening tee-shots at 10am. The Timesheet is now 
live for the drive-in. Please book the fourball that 
you wish to play in on the timesheet at any of the 
times available. All golfers will be able to avail of 
soup and sandwiches in the Clubhouse following 
their rounds. Note; this event is NOT a shotgun 
start. 
Hole-in-One
 Congratulations to 18-handicapper Stuart Nicholl 
who enjoyed his first ever hole-in-one at the 15th 
hole on Saturday last en route to his latest competi-
tion win with a fantastic score of 46 points. 
Auto Fast Fit Winter Series
 The race for glory in the Auto Fast Fit Portsalon 
Winter Series is nearing a conclusion with Week 7 
in the series taking place this Saturday 12th March. 
Time-sheet is live. Runaway leader Stuart Nicholl 
has a big advantage on the chasing pack but there' 
still plenty time for catching up, with double points 
on the final weekend in April. 
Results
Saturday Members, March 5th - Winner: Stuart 
Nicholl (18) 46pts BOT; 2nd Jim Deeney (35) 
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46pts; Gross: Stephen Connolly (4)34pts; 3rd Char-
lie McCahill (20) 43pts
Sunday Members – March 6th 1st Peter Doherty 
(27) 44pts; 2nd Rory McDermott (20) 43pts; Gross: 
Cian Page (5) 32pts; 3rd Sean Canning (24)  42pts.

Portsalon Ladies
Captains Drive-In
 Best wishes to Club Captains, Brighidin Hawke 
and Eamonn McConigley, who host their Captains 
Drive-in on Sunday 13th March. Timesheet in op-
eration to book or join respective fourballs in the 
scramble event.
Members Results
For the second week in a row Sarah Nicholl playing 
off 17, claimed the honours in fine style with anoth-
er great score of 40pts to win the members compe-
tition on Sunday 6th March. Runner-up was Noreen 
McConigley (24) with 36pts. 
Dates for your diaries
The Club qualifier for the Donegal Shield Team 
to represent Portsalon along with Lady Captain 
Brighidin, will be played on Sunday 20th. Mem-
bers Competition ongoing. Ladies Winter Links 
Captains Day 31st March, and Donegal Shield, 9th 
April in Donegal Golf Club.

Portsalon Golf Club Member Stuart Nicholl who re-
corded his first hole in one with an ace at the Par 3 
15th Hole in Portsalon. 

Tidy Towns & Clean Coasts
The weekly Pier area and beach cleans take place every 
Wednesday, with equipment available outside the White 
Harte from 10.00am… please note the new time. New Vol-
unteers and support always welcome, and sincere thanks to 
those who have recently joined up.   
Rathmullan’s Big Spring Clean  takes place this Satur-
day 12th March. Equipment will be distributed to the Ap-
proach Road volunteers, while bags, pickers & gloves will 
be available outside the White Harte from 10am onwards 
on Saturday morning, or bring your own if preferred for 
hygiene reasons.  
 Dog fouling and indiscriminate dumping has become a 
problem recently, so once again, we appeal to all residents, 
families and individuals to get involved to make a differ-
ence this year again in keeping Rathmullan squeaky clean. 
Refreshments will be available at the Pier Picnic area at 
1.30pm
The Tidy Towns AGM will take place on Tuesday 15th 
March in the Ozanam Centre.  This is your opportunity to 
have your say in what work is carried out in Rathmullan, as 
well as review the results for 2021, so please make an effort 
to attend and lend your support.
National Tree Week 
Its been a rough few weeks for Rathmullan with the recent 
storms which has resulted in quite a few fallen trees and ex-
tensive sand erosion on the beaches.   National Tree Week 
takes place from 20 – 26 March and the Tidy Towns Com-
mittee will receive a consignment of native Tree saplings as 
part of  National Tree Week.   If you would like to plant a 
tree or trees in your own gardens or grounds, then please 
get in touch with  any committee member as soon as possi-
ble, to ensure that you are included, as distribution will be 
on a first come first serve basis. 
 A ‘Sustainability Fair’ will take place on Saturday 26th 
March at the St Vincent de Paul Centre from 10am until 
3pm.   There will be guest speakers focussing on Recycling 
especially relevant since the recent recycling announce-

ments,  Water efficient use of resources and conservation, 
and the Clean Coasts  ‘Dirty Dozen’, with displays of circu-
lar economy practices in upcycled and recycled items. A 
SEAI representative will also be in attendance, so be sure to 
save the date, and get your questions prepared, especially in 
relation to recent grant support package announcements.   
Earth Hour
Saturday 26th March, and we are appealing to Rathmullan 
as a community to switch off the lights for one hour from 
8.30pm in support of ‘ climate change awareness’. By par-
ticipating in this mass universal ‘Black Out’, we are taking 
part in a collective action and creating a positive environ-
mental impact throughout the world. Further information 
www.earthhour.org
Rathmullan SVP
Rathmullan Saint Vincent de Paul appreciate your con-
tinuous support and are always available to help out in a 
confidential manner.  Should you wish to contact us at any 
time please feel free to do so & note our new contact num-
ber on 087 7755510. Vincent’s Thrift Shop which accepts 
books, clothing and household goods is open Wednesdays 
& Thursdays, 11am to 1.00pm, Saturdays 12–3pm  and re-
ally appreciate your continued support.
Rathmullan Celtic 50/50
Congratulations to Karl Monteith who won €1,260 in the 
February Draw, with James McCahill winning the €100 
Bonus prize.   
Next draw takes place at the end of March with tickets 
available online or from usual outlets. Thank you all for 
your continued support.
Coffee Morning
A  fundraising Coffee morning will take place in Glenvar 
School on Thursday 17th March which is open to everyone 
to attend & sample some home baking. The Raffle  pro-
ceeds on the day will be in aid of Small Animal Welfare.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul will resume this Monday the 14th 
of March in the Mulroy Woods Hotel, Milford.
 Starting at 8pm for an hour and a half Paul will teach you 
how to Jive, Waltz, Quick Step, Foxtrot and of course Line 
Dancing. Beginners are welcome as well as all levels of 
dancing and there are no partners needed.

competitions are ongoing at the Makemie  Hall 
on Tuesday nights from 8pm. All welcome to join 
up and we will keep going until April playing for 
the Hunter and John Murray Memorial Cups. 
   SVP Conference
The Ramelton St. Vincent de Paul  are always here 
to help and Conference members can be contact-
ed via their dedicated phone number 087 143 
6640. 
All queries will be dealt with in a strictly confi-
dential manner. 
The Ramelton SVP very much appreciates the 
community’s continued support. 

Bridget and Claire Friel presenting Sharon O’Donnell of Donegal Hospice 
with a cheque for €2000, raised from the Ramelton Christmas Lights Memory 
Globe.

PARENT & TODDLER GROUP
 Are you a parent, childminder, grand-
parent looking after babies/toddlers 
then why not come along to our Ray 
toddler group   every Friday at 10.30-
11.45am and every Friday after This is 
an enjoyable morning to meet and so-
cialise with other adults over a cuppa 
while toddlers/ babies play in a safe en-
vironment. Any queries contact Syria 
on 087 2877900
A.G.M.
 We will be having our A.G.M. on 
Thursday 31st March at 8pm and are 
actively looking for new members to 
join our committee. If you interested 
please get in touch with  us or come 
along on the night to hear all about us 
and our future plans.
LOCAL HISTORY PROJECT 
 Ray Community Centre has launched 
a community history project in antic-
ipation of the 10th anniversary of the 
opening of the building in 2012.  The 
committee are calling on members 
of the community to submit histori-
cal photos from the wider Ray area, 
from Brownknowe to Craig to Glenal-
la, Glentidally and Ballyconnolly. The 
committee hopes to publish a book 
later this year which will celebrate the 
Ray community and will feature a se-
ries of historical photographs, art and 
poetry from the area.  
Photographs can be left into Milford 
& District Resource Centre, during 
normal opening hours, where copies 
will be taken. These precious family 
items will be returned  to their own-

ers the very same day. They can also 
be emailed into MDRC on  history@
mdrc.ie. The public is asked to provide 
information and descriptions  along 
with the photographs, e.g. names of 
people in the photos, dates (if known) 
and places where taken.  
CLIMB WITH CHARLIE 
We are delighted to partner with Mil-
ford GAA and Milford District Re-
source Centre to organise ‘CLIMB 
WITH CHARLIE’ event  on Saturday 
2nd April in aid of Irish Motor Neu-
rone Disease Association and Pieta 
House. The walk/ climb will begin 
from Ray Community Centre at 11am 
to ‘ Standing Man’ Glenalla. We will 
also be planning shorter walks up and 
transport to be arranged from cen-
tre.  No dogs allowed on walk. Regis-
tration is essential via on line (link on 
Facebook) or contact Ray Communi-
ty Centre Syria 087 2877900,   MDRC 
Declan 085 1947339 and Milford GAA 
Roisin 087 9188795. 
WOMEN & MEN ON THE MOVE   
Women on the Move - Mondays and 
Wednesday - 7-8pm    &  Men on the 
Move - Mondays and Wednesday - 
8.15-9.15pm. All levels of fitness wel-
come even if you have taken a break 
from exercise for a while feel free  to 
re-join any week. The instructors are 
looking at setting adventure challeng-
es for the groups and will be working 
towards this for the next few months if 
you are up for the challenger or contin-
ue at your own level of fitness nightly. 
Queries contact Syria on 087 2877900.

Ray Community Group

PJ Bonner from the Quayside Bistro and Wine Bar presenting €654 the proceeds of the Bistro’s March 
Coffee Morning to Chris Bryant on behalf of the Ramelton Care of the Aged Group. The next coffee morning 
is on Tuesday the 5th of April in aid of Rocco’s Road to Recovery.
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 In recent days those who are passing 
through the village of Creeslough 
would have seen that one of its most 
iconic buildings on the Main Street 
has undergone a facelift - the build-
ing formerly known as The Corn-
cutters Rest.  
 A group of volunteer painters from 
the area gathered on Saturday morn-
ing to paint the building - one of a 
number of landmarks in the village 
which have received a lick of paint 
in recent days under the auspices of 
the Creeslough Community Associ-
ation. 
 These are just some of the works 
being undertaken by the Creeslough 
Community Association recently 
in preparation for the upcoming St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade and the sum-
mer. A clean up day is also being 
organised for this Saturday getting 
underway at 9am.
 The outside of the ‘Corncutters’ 

looks a lot different now than it was 
just a few short years ago when it 
was one of the most popular enter-
tainment centres in the north west.
So, it’s end of an era for one of Don-
egal most popular bar and restaurant 
and disco for many years. But own-
er Sally O’Donnell in co-operation 
with the Association and a lot of 
volunteers gave it a new face lift. 
Sally has some great new ideas for 
this lovely building. 
 So the Creeslough Community As-
sociation would encourage others 
owners of buildings to get on board 
and do the same. 
 Prior to becoming the Corncutters 
Rest the venue was known as Fer-
ry’s Bar and had been serving the 
people of Creeslough for a genera-
tion. The Corncutters Rest opened 
in 1980 and quickly developed into 
a popular dancing and disco venue 
playing host to some of the biggest 

Locals who helped with the painting of the outside of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough on Saturday last Shaun Langan, Josie McGee, 
Anthony Gallagher, Joe Horan, Peter McCarry, Noel Toye, Philip Sweeney, Sally O’Donnell owner of the building Patrick Langan, Ben Mc 
Fadden Creeslough Community Association and Mark Langan

This brings back memories - Noel Toye pictured in 
the door of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough on 
Saturday. Locals hard at working on the painting of the outside of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough. 

bands in the country as well as its legendary disco 
nights. It became the focal point of the local com-
munity and many couples met in and got married in 
the Corncutters although many a romance also end-
ed in the venue as well!  
 The Corncutters quickly developed into a venue for 
local weddings as well as christenings and funeral 
meals - so it was the centre of all family celebrations 
for many.  
It also hosted many memorable sporting nights run 
by Dunfanaghy Boxing Club, as well as Cranford 
AC, as well as been at the centre of activities for 
St. Michael’s GAA Club as players and support-
ers would gather to celebrate victories or hold post 
mortems in defeat. When Donegal won their first 
All-Ireland Title in 1992 the Sam Maguire Cup 
came to the Corncutters Rest the following year for 
the St. Michael’s Dinner Dance.
 As well as painting the building on Saturday, for 
all of those present it was a chance to reminisce and 
share their memories of nights spent in the legend-
ary venue as it looks forward to the next stage in its 
history. 

Facelift for the Corncutters 
Rest in Creeslough

 Everyone taking part in the parade 
to meet in the field next the chap-
el (weather permitting) at 11am on 
St. Patrick's Day. In the interest of 
safety and in order to get the parade 
on to the Main Road, it would be 
appreciated if everyone wishing to 
watch the Parade move up the street 
and leave the area around the Chap-
el clear for the Parade to exit. Please 
cooperate with the stewards. Any 
child taking part in the parade on 
a quad/bike must be accompanied 
by an adult. There will be disabled 
parking on the High Street. There 
will be a bucket collection to help 
with costs. Enjoy a safe Parade.
Clean Up Day
 Creeslough Community Clean Up 
day will take place on Saturday 
March 12th. Meet at the Corner 
of the Garden carpark at 9.00a.m. 
Bags and gloves will be supplied 
and please wear high vis vests. Your 
support would be appreciated.
Ukraine Appeal
 Dunfanaghy Youths are donating 
their share of the 50/50 takings 
from the St Patrick's day draw, we 
are also organising a collection 
of emergency supplies which will 
be delivered to the refugee centre 
in Poland. Items can be left at the 
back of St Michael's Chapel, or in 
Primo, Centra, Moores or Revive in 
Dunfanaghy. Alternatively, you can 
contact Joanne Hughes 0877414559 
or Bernice Alcorn 0876704445.
 Items that they are looking for 
the Ukraine Appeal are: Shampoo, 
Deodorant, Toothbrushes, Tooth-
paste, Soap, Sanitary pads, Nap-
pies, Wipes, Baby formula, Baby 
milk bottles, Bandages, Band aids, 
Painkillers, Sweets, Canned food, 
Non-perishable foods, Rain coats, 
Hats, Scarves, gloves and Towels.
St. Michael’s Mini Lotto

 There was no Jackpot winner in the 
Mini Lotto on Sunday. The numbers 
drawn were: 3,8,11,13,14,20. The 
two Match 5 Winners were Sarah 
Ann Ferry Murroe and Michael Mc-
Clafferty Derryreel who won €50 
each. This week’s Jackpot will be 
€5500. Lotto Tickets are on sale 
in the usual outlets and also online 
from Clubforce.
Bingo
 The weekly Bingo continues in 
the Massinass Hall Creeslough on 
Sunday’s at 8pm. We welcome our 
customers back in doors and on line 
will continue but we are hopeful 
that we will eventually get all our 
patrons back on a Sunday night.
 The winner of the €200 on the 
House on Game 9 at Bingo on Sun-
day night was Michael McClaf-
ferty, €100 on Game 5 was Joan 
McVeigh, €30 winner was Mary 
Grace McGarvey. The proceeds of 
the Bingo for the next three weeks 
will be in aid of the Ukraine Appeal 
and everyone is welcome to come 
along and support this worthy cause. 
Dunfanaghy Youths
 Congratulations to Mark Anthony 
McGinley, who is this week's 50/50 
winner €480 on its way to you. 
The hut will be in Creeslough every 
Friday 10am-2pm and Dunfanaghy 
every Saturday, 10am - 2pm, you 
can also go onto the Dunfanaghy 
Youth football club Facebook page, 
click on the PayPal link, and buy 
your tickets online. Thanks to all 
local businesses for supporting our 
draw, also those who buy and sell 
our tickets.
No Greater Love
 A Lenten programme of Reflection 
'No Greater Love' is a 5-part Lent-
en programme takes place in Ards 
Friary for the first five Thursdays 
of Lent at 7.30pm to 9pm. This 

programme is being organised by the 
parish of Dunfanaghy, Creeslough and 
Ards and a warm invitation is extended 
to everyone and look forward to wel-
coming you to partake in this time of 
reflection.  The programme starts in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and leads you to 
the foot of the Cross at Calvary over the 
5 sessions. Each session has a 30-minute 
video filmed in the Holy Lands, a time of 
discussion and prayer. 
Crafters
 The Crafters of Creeslough meet every 
Monday from 11a.m. until 1pm. All are 
welcome to come along and learn or re-
vive an interest in knitting/crochet etc.- 
and have a cup of tea.
Social Dancing Classes
 Social Dancing Classes continues in the 
Massinass Centre Creeslough on Tues-
day evenings from 8 to 10pm. 
Climb Muckish

 Swilly Hiking Club are taking part in 
Charlie Bird’s “Climb with Charlie” 
charity climb on April 2nd. Join us as we 
climb Muckish Mountain with a choice 
of four different routes. 1. The Grotto. 2. 
The Miners Path. 3. The Nose and 4. The 
NW side. See www.climbwithcharlie.ie 
for details and donation page.
Muckish Development Group
 Charlie Bird launched his “Climb / 
Walk with Charlie” to raise money for 
Motor Neurone Disease Ireland and Pi-
eta House. He will climb Croagh Pat-
rick on April 2nd. We will be supporting 
Charlie’s charities by hosting a walk on 
the Muckish Railway Line. This will be 
suitable for people of all abilities who 
want to join in, including those with 
push chairs or buggies. More informa-
tion at a later date. Keep your Diary free 
on April 2nd.
Secular Franciscan Order

 The Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) 
meet in Ards Friary on the second 
Wednesday of every month. Mass is 
celebrated at 7.30 p.m. preceded by the 
Rosary at 7.10 p.m.
Art Class
The Crafters are running a ten week 
Art class for beginners and improvers 
on Mondays in the Day Centre from 
1.30 till 3 30. It is funded by the Educa-
tion and Training Board. There are two 
vacancies. If interested ring Ellen on 
0863089530.
Online
Mass from St. Michael’s Church is 
available online on https://mcnmedia.tv/
camera/st-michaels-church
St. Vincent De Paul
 If you find yourself in need of help at 
this or any time of the year please con-
tact us on 0862328791 and assured of 
our confidentiality at all times.

The effects of the recent storms as the sand covers the Car Park at Killyhoey Beach, Dunfanaghy

Creeslough News 

St Patrick’s Day Parade in Creeslough

Wave of support from 
Donegal-London community 

Joe Kelly from County Dry Cleaners pictured with Kevin McGinley (Tiffty’s 
Tavern) and Brendan Vaughan, Joe sponsored the signed Donegal tops.

Seamus Coleman with signed Everton top which 
he donated x 2 for the auction.

Organising committee and families representatives - Brendan Vaughan, Wade McGinley, Natalie and Danielle McDaid, Kevin McGinley, 
Sean McHugh, Tina Williams, Joe Shevlin, Jody and Joe McHugh

 The Donegal community in London 
came out in force last weekend to sup-
port two very worthy local charities.
A special charity auction and raffle was 
hosted in Sudbury where the huge sum 
of £80,000 was raised to support “Roc-
co’s Road to Recovery” and “Ellie’s Wish 
to Walk”.
On Sunday a large crowd gathered in 
Tiffty’s Bar, Sudbury Hill where among 
the items being auctioned off were 
signed Donegal GAA jerseys, signed Ty-
rone jerseys, a signed top from ireland 
and Everton captain Seamus Coleman, 
among other items. The star of the show, 
however, was a stunning vintage Grey 
Ferguson Tractor.
Celebrities who supported the event in-
cluded Daniel O’Donnell and actor Ad-
rain Dunbarr.
Brendan ‘Tiny’ Vaughan of the organiz-
ing committee said they were delighted 
with the support they received last Sun-
day afternoon with a great turn out, in-
cluding many people who traveled over 

from Donegal for the weekend.
Speaking after the event Brendan stated: 
“It was an extremely successful evening 
at Tiffty’s Bar, Sudbury Hill. The fund-
raiser for Rocco McGinley and Ellie 
McHugh raised £40,000 at the auction 
with another £40,000 promised in do-
nations. Thank you to everyone who 
attended the event to support the chil-
dren, to Mark Henry (Sligo) who pur-
chased the Grey Ferguson for £15,000 at 
auction and to everyone who dug deep 
into their pockets during the evening.  
Sincere thanks to all who donated prizes 
or supported the fundraiser in anyway it 
is very much appreciated by the organ-
ising committee and both the McGinley 
and McHugh families.”
Brendan added that an on-line raffle will 
end at 8pm on Sunday 3rd April and 
tickets are available via https://raffall.
com/291383/enter-raffle-to-win-sup-
port-rocco-ellie-hosted-by-brendan-
vaughan
There are seven great prizes on offer 

with first prize is 2 Night B&B at The 
Allingham Arms Hotel, Bundoran, do-
nated by Peter McIntyre.
Second prize is a weekend stay for 2 at 
the Downings Bay Hotel, Downings, do-
nated by the Connors family. Third prize 
is 2 Arsenal Tickets donated by Brian 
Conaghan. 
Other items include shopping vouchers, 
golf green fees, Man Utd tickets, Iphone/
Apple bundle.
“Ellie’s Wish to Walk” is an ongoing 
campaign to support 9-year-old Ellie 
McHugh who has been a wheelchair 
user for most of her young life.
Ellie, is the daughter of Aisling McHugh 
and Dairmaid Keane and the grand-
daughter of Margaret and Joe McHugh, 
Carrigart. 
 She was diagnosed with a tumour on 
her spinal cord that was pressing on 
her nerves affecting the lower half of 
her body, and causing her extreme pain 
and by the age of two, she had under-
gone three major surgeries as well as 

chemotherapy. By the 
time of her third surgery, 
the tumour had grown so 
aggressively that the sur-
geon had to cut through 
her nerves to remove as 
much of the tumour as 
possible. 
This resulted in her los-
ing most of the feeling 
and power in both her 
legs. She has since grown 
up using a wheelchair
Despite being a wheel-
chair user from a young 
age her dream is to walk 
alongside her sister Clara 
in the future. To achieve 
this goal she will take part 
in a pioneering inten-
sive therapy programme 
available in Los Angeles 
in the United States that 
consists of two hours per 
day of “Neurosuit” thera-
py and an hour of intense 
physical therapy.
Rocco McGinley, 14, is 
from Buncrana and his 
mother Yvonne Hegarty 
is a native of Glenalla.
In Autumn of 2021 he 
was diagnosed with an 
extremely rare life-threat-
ening brain tumour, one 

of which is particularly aggressive and difficult 
to treat.
Rocco and his family have exhausted the treat-
ment options here in Ireland and have now 
looked to the U.S to seek further help. There are 
various clinical trials which have had some suc-
cess that are specifically designed to treat Roc-
cos’ diagnosed tumour.

Newmills Corn and Flax Mill public meeting
 The potential of Newmills Corn and Flax Mill as 
a tourism attraction has been seriously neglected 
in recent years. That’s according to the Mayor of 
the Letterkenny Municipal District Cllr Jimmy 
Kavanagh and Cllr Donal Kelly who both raised 
the matter at Tuesday’s meeting. 
Cllr Kavanagh said he would be calling a public 
meeting on the matter as he urged the Council 
to engage with the Office of Public Works to help 
highlight, promote and attract more tourists to 
the New Mills facility. Cllr Kelly said the future 

development of the facilities at the Corn & Flax 
Mills had to be a priority for the Local Authority. 
Cllr Kavanagh said New Mills was only attracting 
3,000 visitors annually.
He compared other tourism attractions on the 
same route like the Glebe Gallery which had a 
figure of 32,000 visitors and Glenveagh Nation-
al Park at 200,000 annually. “The numbers go-
ing to New Mills should be way better than that. 
The whole facility needs upgrading including a 
tea shop. It also needs to be put on the bus tour 

map. There is a lack of signage and a tour guide 
that retired has not been replaced. The product 
is so good out there. I would love to do it my-
self because there is so much there already but it 
just needs upgrading. I am going to call a public 
meeting to make people aware of what is going 
on” Mayor Kavanagh said.  
Cllr Kelly while it was good to have Minister 
O’Donovan on-site it was a pity that a full tour of 
the attraction didn’t take place that day. However, 
both Cllrs came in for criticism from Sinn Fein 
Cllr Gerry McMonagle his Party and other Inde-
pendents not being informed of a visit by Deputy 
Patrick O’Donovan who made a recent visit to 
the New Mills site. 
Those who met with the Minister were Cllrs Ka-
vanagh, Kelly, Ciaran Brogan and Donal Coyle. 
Cllr McMonagle said it was not proper and disre-

spectful that it appeared to be only the Govern-
ment Party Cllrs that were invited. The Council’s 
Liam Ward said the Local Authority had no part 
to play in the invitations regarding the Minister’s 
visit. Cllr Brogan said the other Cllrs should have 
been informed but Independent Cllr Michael 
McBride pointed out the reality that someone 
organised but at Tuesday’s meeting no one could 
bring clarity to that mystery. Cllr McBride said he 
would have been delighted to attend the meeting 
adding that the failure to inform all Cllrs was to-
tally wrong.
The Council says there is ongoing engagement 
with the OPW regarding Newmills Corn and Flax 
Mills. “Further contact will be made to OPW on 
foot of this motion by Community Development 
to engage further and discuss areas where the 
Council can assist to promote the project.”

Ostan Loch Altan Hotel, Gortahork

Pictured at the Céim Aniar Seachtain na Gaeilge Coffee 
Morning last Friday - Caoimhín Mac a’ Bhaird; Peigi 
Ryder; Anna McLaughlin agus Joe McHugh TD.
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Food for 
thought

Mark Loughbridge

Nothing beyond repair
In a world awash with war 
I want to take a break from 
the bad news and take you 
to a man whom I was priv-
ileged to call a friend. Tom 
Martin was one of life’s great 
encouragers, great engineers 
and all round great people.
 He was an exceptionally lovely 
man. He and his wife Connie 
moved to outside Kilmacrenan 
some 17 years ago, and were 
part of our church family 
in Milford until age moved 
them into a nursing home and 
sheltered accommodation. 
Tom passed away on Saturday 
morning aged 95, but he left 
behind him a fantastic lega-
cy. His love for his wife was 
a beautiful thing to see - a 
steadfast cherishing commit-
ment over 70 years through 
his wife’s many health trials. 
But I want to pick up on 
another aspect of Tom’s life.
Tom had spent his life as an 
appliance repairman - and 
there was nothing he could not 
fix. He had a passion for old 
engines, and many an engine 
that had been seized and 
rusted beyond any semblance 
of usage found itself restored 
to life under Tom’s hands. 
Clocks, machines, fridges, 
books with broken binding, 
even paintbrushes! - any-
thing and everything found 
a new lease of life with him. 
Tom endeared himself to his 
neighbours around Kilmac-
renan and further afield. Even 
in his 90’s you would find 
him working with a chain 

saw cutting up a tree that had 
fallen and wheel-barrowing 
the logs over a plank over 
the river to his shed. Once 
dried, he would split and bag 
them for kindling, and use a 
bag stitcher he had salvaged 
and restored to close up the 
bags. These would then be 
delivered to neighbours and 
‘elderly people’ (usually at 
least 10 years his junior!)- but 
not before he had slipped 
in a little leaflet explaining 
his other great passion. 
Tom was a man who knew and 
loved Jesus. Early in life he had 
asked Jesus to be his Saviour, 
and he trusted himself com-
pletely to what Jesus had done 
on the cross for him. He knew 
his own efforts would never do 
the job - only Jesus could do it. 
And he never lost his amaze-
ment at the greatness of God’s 
gift of salvation - he wanted 
everyone he met to know about 
it too. So, whether it was slip-
ping a tract into a bag of sticks, 
or talking to you with a twinkle 
in his eye about his Saviour, 
or sending a book he thought 
would help a person, or a verse 
painted on his toolbox, or 
praying for his neighbours and 
showing kindness - Tom loved 
to share something of the great 
news of forgiveness which 
Jesus brought to the world. It 
was too good not to share! And 
the prospect of people miss-
ing out troubled him deeply. 
His shed and his hands were a 
living illustration of the gospel. 
In Tom’s shed, and in Tom’s 

hands, nothing was beyond 
repair. So it is with Jesus. 
And that’s why Tom loved 
to tell people about Jesus 
so much - he knew that any-
one could come to Jesus, no 
matter how hurt, how bro-
ken, how ‘beyond repair’ 
they felt, and they would 
find themselves lovingly 
restored under the master’s 
hand. What great news!
Tom has gone to be with 
the Saviour he loved. And 
his toolbox sits now as he 
left it, with its hand-paint-
ed verse for all to see, 
“How shall we escape if 
we neglect such a great 
salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3)

Mark Loughridge is one 
of the ministers in Milford 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church.  He can be con-
tacted on 086 3907726 
or jmarkloughridge@
gmail.com.  You can 
watch or listen online at 
www.milfordrpc.org
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In Memoriam Acknowledgement Toye
We Tara and Emma 
the daughters of the 
late Charlie Toye wish 
to   express our sincere 
thanks to everyone who 
sympathised with us 
on our recent sad loss. 
A special thank you to 
those who sent Mass 
cards, sympathy cards and those who left   
messages on rip.ie, and those who attended 
the wake and funeral and to our neighbours 
and friends and local businesses who paid their     
respects by lining the roadside in Ramelton 
and Milford on the morning of the funeral.
 A very special thank you to the passers by 
who stopped on the morning of Daddy’s sud-
den death, the councils workmen, Paramedic 
Dave McSpadden, Dr Rizwam from Rathford 
Medical Centre, Sergeant Fergus McGrory and 
his colleagues, Fr. Stephen Gorman and Meena 
Gormley, your kindness will never be  forgot-
ten. To all those who brought food and helped 
make tea at the wake sincere thanks.
 Thanks to Fr. Desmond Sweeney for the      
beautiful letter of condolences and for his 
prayerful support to our family over many 
years. Heartfelt thanks to Fr Stephen Gorman 
for his help and support throughout the wake 
and for his meaningful Funeral Mass and 
graveside prayers, it was a great consolation to 
us all. Special thanks to Patrick Shields for the 
beautiful singing and music during the Mass 
and to Phonsie McElwee, Funeral Directors 
for the kind and caring manner in which the          
funeral arrangements were carried out. 
 As it would be impossible to thank everyone 
individually, please accept this acknowledg-
ment as a token of our sincere gratitude. Mass 
will be offered for your intentions. 
Charlie’s Months Mind Mass will be             
celebrated in St Peter’s Church, Milford on 
Friday 11th March at 7.00pm. 

Coll
Charles John

Braghy, Portnablagh
28th January 2022

The family of the late 
Charles John Coll wish 
to express our heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who 
sympathised with us on 
our recent sad loss. 
 Sincere thanks to          
everyone who attended the removal, wake and 
funeral and to all those who sent Mass cards 
and sympathy cards. 
 We appreciated the kindness and generosity 
of our neighbours, friends and extended family 
who brought food and supported us in any way. 
 Thanks to Letterkenny General Hospital for 
caring for Dad during his illness and a   special 
thanks to staff of Aras Ui Domhnailll Nursing 
Home. Thanks to Fr John Joe Duffy, Fr. Martin 
Doohan and Fr. Pat McGarvey for their help 
and support during the wake and funeral.  
 Thanks to Harkin Undertakers for their           
professional and dignified manner in which 
they carried out the funeral   arrangements. 
Thanks also to the gravediggers.
As it is impossible to thank everyone                         
individually please accept this acknowledge-
ment as a token of our gratitude.

Wilkin
Catherine

Magheraroar-
ty, Creeslough

 

We, the family of        
Catherine Wilkin (nee 
Alcorn) would like to 
express our sincere 
thanks and gratitude to 
all those who sympa-
thised, comforted and 
supported us during our recent sad bereave-
ment.
Thanks to those who sent cards and messag-
es on RIP.ie and on social media. Those who 
telephoned and attended the wake and funer-
al and those who paid their respects by lining 
the roadside. We are deeply touched by those 
who travelled to be with us. A special word of 
thanks to all those who gave donations to Sur-
gical 2 LUH and to the Donegal Hospice.
To our friends, relatives and neighbours who 
helped at the wake, who brought food, baked 
and helped in every way possible and to Roses 
Bar, your kindness and support was very much 
appreciated. A special thanks to those who     
assisted with parking and to the grave diggers 
who prepared Mum's final resting place.
To Rev. Skuce, thank you most sincerely for all 
your support and visits and for conducting such 
a meaningful and comforting service. Thanks 
to Bertha and Hazel for playing the organ and 
leading the singing and to Johnny Haughey for 
singing in the Church and to Chelsea Evans 
who sang so beautifully at the graveside.
Thanks to Canon Irwin for his many welcome 
visits to the house during Mum's illness. To 
Archway Flowers for providing the beautiful 
family floral tributes. 
 Sincere thanks to the staff of Surgical 2 
LUH for their kind and caring support and 
to the Donegal Hospice Palliative Home 
Care Team, Carrigart Doctors, Public Health 
Nurses Creeslough and staff of Carrigart and 
Creeslough chemists.
Special Thanks to Lizzie’s Diner and Oyster 
Bar for catering and serving food after the 
funeral and to the staff who gave so freely of 
their time. We are grateful to Harkin Under-
takers for  providing such caring and dignified 
guidance in a most respectful and compassion-
ate manner. 
As it would be impossible to thank everyone 
individually, we hope this acknowledgement 
will be accepted by all as a token of our sincere 
appreciation and thanks. XXX
"There are some who bring light and joy so 
great to this world that even when they're gone 
their light remains"

O'Brien
Mary

Ballyhurke, Fanad
6th Anniversary

 

In loving memory 
of a dear mother and 
grandmother who 
died on 11th March 
2016.

 

We sat beside your 
bedside, our hearts 

were crushed 
and sore

We did our duty to 
the end, 'til we could 

do no more.
 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
daughter Fidelma 
and son-in-law John 
xxx.

~~~~~
In tears we watched 

you sinking
we watched you 

fade away
And though our 

hearts were 
breaking, we knew 
you could not stay.

 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
grandchildren John, 
Karen and Oisin xxx.

~~~~~
A golden heart 

stopped beating, 
hard working hands 

at rest
It broke our hearts 
to see you go, God 
only takes the best.

 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
son Martin xxx.

~~~~~
You gave us years 

of happiness
then sorrow came 

with tears
You left us lovely 
memories, we will 
treasure through 

the years.
 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
daughter Catriona 
xxx.

Sheils
Eileen

Umlagh, Carrigart
3rd Anniversary

Daughter, life is not 
the same now you’re 

no longer here
But my love for you 
is still strong and 
will remain year   

after year.
Remembering you 
every day, Mum

~~~~~
You were the jewel 

in our hearts
You were loved in 

every way
Now you’re gone, 

you’re truly missed 
each and every day.
Never forgotten by 
all the family, nieces 
and nephews

Goodbyes are 
not forever

Goodbyes are 
not the end

They simply mean 
we’ll miss you until 

we meet again
Remembering you 
always Eileen, from 
your aunties and     
uncle. 
Anniversary Mass 
will be celebrated 
in the Church of 
St. John the Bap-
tist, Carrigart and 
on-line via the            
Mevagh parish     
Facebook page, on 
Friday 11th March 
at 10.00am

McGill
Joseph

Creeslough
We the family of the late 
Joe McGill, Creeslough 
and formerly of Glas-
gow, who died on the 
14th February 2022, 
wish to express our 
sincere gratitude and 
thanks to everyone who 
conveyed their condo-
lences, by way of Mass cards, sympathy cards, 
messages on R.I.P, telephone calls, letters and 
donations, floral tributes and to those who 
watched the funeral Mass on-line. 
Thanks to those who travelled long distances 
to support us, those who called to the house 
during and after the wake and those who lined 
the roadside.
Thanks to Fr. John Joe Duffy who recited 
the Rosary each night and was a great source 
of comfort and support to the family, and 
for his uplifting and spiritual eulogy. To Fr.             
Murphy who concelebrated the Mass with Fr. 
Duffy and to sacristan John Whoriskey for his 
preparations, we want to say thank you. Also, 
we thank Josie O’Donnell for his music and 
hymns. 
Thanks to the wonderful and caring staff of 
Medical 4 at LUH, and to the Chaplin who      
attended Joe in his final days. We would like 
to thank Dr. Stewart’s Medical Practice, and 
his caring team, nurses, Medical Secretaries,        
Carers and Day Centre Staff, for their attentive 
and compassionate care in Joe's final years. 
Thanks to Lafferty’s Supermarket and Roses 
Kitchens for supplying food, and to the kind 
neighbours who were a great source of support 
and comfort throughout. 
Thanks to James Harkin and Leo Funeral       
Directors for their highly professional service                                                                   
and support throughout, and to the grave      
diggers. 
Please accept this acknowledgement as a token 
of our sincere gratitude. Mass will be offered 
for your intentions. 

Herraghty
Peggy 

Downings
3rd Anniversary

Died 15th March 2019
Rest in Peace Mum

The sun still rises 
in the east and 
darkness falls 

at night but nothing 
now seems quite the 
same each day is not 

as bright.
The birds still sing, 

the flowers grow
the breeze still 
whispers too

But it will never, ever 
be the same world 

without you.
It’s so sad that you 

had to go, your leav-
ing caused such pain
But you were so very 

special Mum and 
earth’s loss is 
Heaven’s gain.

Mum we love and 
miss you always your 
loving sons, daugh-
ters, sons-in-law, 
daughte r s - in - law, 
grandchildren & great 
grandchildren xxxx

~~~~~
We’re missing you 
Sister a little more 
each time we hear 

your name
We’ve cried so many 
tears yet our hearts 
are broken just the 

same
We miss our times 
together things in 

common we 
could share

But nothing fills the 
emptiness now

you’re no longer 
there.

We’ve so many 
precious memories to 

last our whole life 
through

Each one of them 
reminders of how

much we’re missing 
you.

You’ll always be with 
us in our hearts, may 
God bless your soul – 
sadly missed by your 
sisters Bríd and Kate 
and your brother Joe 
and their families x

~~~~~
Though your smile is 

gone forever and 
your hand we 
cannot touch

We have so many 
memories of you we 

loved so much.
Your memory is our 
keepsake with which 

we’ll never part
God has you in His 

keeping, we have you 
in our hearts.

May your soul rest in 
peace - sadly missed 
by your sister-in-law 
Bridie, Molly, Nellie 
and Tess and families 
xxx
Also remembering 
our loving father Jim-
my who died on 11th 
August 2014 – may 
he rest in peace.

Anniversary Mass 
is on Saturday 12th 
March at 6pm in 
St John the Baptist 
Church, Carrigart.

McBride
Margaret
Glebe and 

Glenree, Carrigart
3rd Anniversary

 

In loving memory 
of  our dear mother 
Margaret who died 
on 15th March 2019.

We miss you from 
your fireside chair 
your loving smile 

and gentle air
Your vacant place 

no one can fill
We miss you Mum 
and always will

Words and times we 
can no longer share

But in our hearts 
you are always 

there.
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by your daughter          
Teresa, sons James, 
Patrick and Paul.

~~~~~
Of all the many 

blessings however 
great or small

For us to have you 
as our Granny 

was the greatest 
gift of all.

Loved and sadly 
missed by all your 
grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.
Anniversary Mass 
will take place in 
St. John the Baptist 
Church, Carrigart 
on Wednesday 16th 
March at 7pm. 

McBride
John

Glebe, Downings
13th Anniversary

In loving memory 
of a dear brothers, 
John McBride who 
died on 8th February 
2009.

Sadly missed 
along life’s way

Quietly remembered 
everyday

No longer in 
our lives to share
But in our hearts 
you are always 

there. 
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by your sisters,              
brothers, nieces and 
nephews.

Prayer for 
Publication
Novena to the Sacred 
Heart to be said six 
times a day for nine 
days. Never known 
to fail. May the most 
sacred Heart of Jesus 
be praised, adored and 
glorified throughout 
the whole world for-
ever and ever. Amen. 
Publication must be 
granted M.B.

Donegal County Council
Doaghbeg, Portsalon

I, Eammon Harkin, am ap-
plying to Donegal County 
Council for planning per-
mission for the construc-
tion of a detached domes-
tic garage at Doaghbeg, 
Portsalon, County Done-
gal in the townland of Do-
aghbeg. The planning ap-
plication may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at 
the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County 
Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal 
during its public opening 
hours. A submission or ob-
servation in relation to the 
application may be made 
in writing to the planning 
authority on payment of 
the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 
weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt of the appli-
cation by the authority and 
such submission or obser-
vation will be considered 
by the planning authority 

in making a decision on 
the application.  The plan-
ning authority may grant 
permission subject to or 
without conditions or may 
refuse to grant permission.

Donegal County Council
Ballykeeran, 
Kilmacrenan

We Roger & Claire Mur-
ray are applying to Don-
egal County Council for 
permission for a change 
of house design of that 
previously approved un-
der planning Ref. No. 
20/51465 with connection 
to approved waste water 
treatment system and all 
associated site develop-
ments works at Bally-
keeran, Kilmacrenan Co 
Donegal  in the townland 
of Ballykeeran. The plan-
ning application may be 
inspected or purchased at 
a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making 
a copy at the offices of the 
planning authority, Done-
gal County Council, Coun-
ty House, Lifford, County 
Donegal during its public 
opening hours. A submis-
sion or observation in rela-
tion to the application may 
be made in writing to the 
planning authority on pay-
ment of the prescribed fee, 
€20.00, within the period 
of 5 weeks beginning on 
the date of receipt of the 
application by the author-
ity, and such submission 
or observation will be 
considered by the planning 
authority in making a deci-
sion on the application.

Tribune Tel. 074 91 53600
Email: tribune15@gmail.com

LAC Juveniles among medals in Athlone

Equestian News

Sunshine and show-jumping
Letterkenny riding club had the honour of host-
ing the third leg of the North West Rising Clubs 
spring show-jumping league. They held the show 
at Greenacres Equestrian Centre in Convoy, 
where the Torrens family had made great efforts 
to facilitate the riding clubs. With superb weath-
er for the first time this year spectators, horses, 
riders and stewards all shared a very enjoyable 
day.   The league was very well supported by all 
the clubs and especially by the Sligo raiders from 
Ben Bulben riding club. It was really great to see 
people willing to travel so far to join in the fun, 
and for Therese Anderson it was certainly worth 
her diesel money as she claimed both the RC80 
and the RC90 classes. Therese was making good 
use of the new competition system that allows 
riders to jump at a one height higher than they 
are graded, and was delighted with her days 
outing on her trooper of a mount, Misneach.
Inishowen’s Grace Rodgers had a good day, tak-
ing the RC70 class in no uncertain fashion, rele-
gating the Stracomer duo of Clodagh Brady and 
Ann Keaney to minor placings behind her. The 
RC80 was fought out between Inishowen, Tir-
conaill and the Ben Bulben raiders, with Therese 
triumphing over Tirconaill’s Laura Diver on her 
speedy Drumeenagh Chancie Boy. With the move 
up to the RC90 spectators were treated to the 
first of the jump-offs against the clock and once 
again Therese did Sligo proud, beating Inishow-
en’s Dawn McAllister on her ever-faithful Farrah. 
Charlie Vial rode superbly on the grey Vancouver 
Cruise, and if his sat-nav had worked properly he 
would have clinched the class nicely... insert roll-
ing eyes emoji here! The RC100 was very com-
petitive, with the addition of the Sligo contingent 
boosting numbers nicely. Tirconaill made it a 
cosy one-two, when Marie Molloy took her sec-
ond red rosette of the league and Mark Ward once 
again claimed the second spot. The long running 
rivalry between Mark and Letterkenny’s Rachel 
Carton resulted in an extremely fast jump-off 
from Rachel but unfortunately she had one pole 
down to relegate her to fourth place behind Ben 
Bulben’s Vanessa Sweeney. The league final, on 
March 20th, is being hosted by the Inishowen 
riding club in the excellent facilities of Eglinton 
Equestrian Centre. It is a great comfort to know 
that the show can go ahead regardless of weather 
and for anyone who is curious about the Donegal 
riding club scene it will be an excellent opportu-
nity to meet the crowd and see what it’s all about.

The county’s jockeys have been busy as ever in 
the Baltic environs of Dundalk Stadium. Anyone 
who has ever spent an evening at the races there 
will know that one’s enjoyment of the sport defi-
nitely rests on having the best quality thermals 
that your pocket can stretch to. The trick then 
is not to lose your shirt over the course of the 
evening. Dylan Browne McMonagle notched up 
another winner, just before celebrating his birth-
day, aboard the Pat Martin trained El C Wells. 
Dylan produced the Belardo filly with a blister-
ing run from last to first to claim a cosy win over 
Andy Slattery’s Burren Song, with the perfor-
mance leaving no one in doubt as to his mounts 
superiority. Luke McAteer followed orders to per-
fection when he produced the Barry Fitzgerald 
trained runner Dandy Warhol to win the six fur-
long maiden on Friday. With the horse backed in 
from 50 to 1 to 10 to 1 Luke was assured of a very 
warm welcome on his return to the parade ring. 
With any luck he’ll retain the ride as the horse 
progresses into bigger races but, as anyone in-
volved in racing will tell you, that’s never a given.
Affiliated show-jumping has picked up pace 
and more of the jumping fraternity have started 
to shrug off the winter’s layers and get out and 
about. Tara Brennan and her mount Carnone 
Anable moved up to their first 1.10m at Port-
more, where just one pole down kept them out 
of the placings. Laura Cazatto also ventured out 
to Portmore with her Diamond Roller seven 
year old gelding Daisy Diamond. Laura picked 
up the ride on this gelding last year and has 
been doing great work in producing him care-
fully. Clara Ferry has made Kernan Equestrian 
Centre her second home and clocked up anoth-
er brace of clears with her Lough Fern ponies. 
Letterkenny’s Dermot McAlaney has been get-
ting all three of his mounts out to the Portmore 
shows and is clocking up some nice mileage 
with both his younger horses and his grade-A 
mount, Flighty Sally. One of the counties 
younger talents is Sarah McLaughlin, daugh-
ter of the well-known International rider Ron-
an McLaughlin. With successful riding schools 
to manage in both Carndonagh and Ramelton, 
Ronan is concentrating on pursuits closer to 
home, allowing him to help his young family 
as they start their own jumping journey. This 
year’s campaign kicked off with Sarah aboard 
her father’s fifteen year old pony Linde Hoeve’s 
Ricardo in the Pony Spring Tour at Ard Chuain. 

A great weekend was had by the LAC juveniles in 
the Ulster and NI indoor Championship in Ath-
lone.  The Club was well represented with many 
athletes achieving new Pb’s bringing home a total 
of 24 medals. 
 The day started well with U12’s Adam McCau-
ley competing in the high jump for the first time 
and he won a bronze medal. Lucy Sweeney ran in 
the 60m, finished 4th in her heat and in the Long 
Jump, 3.30m gave her 7th. 
One of highlights of the day was the u12 Boys 60m 
with Zion Akpo and Oisin Cuskelly through to 
the final and Luke McClafferty and Davyn McG-
lynn missing out on the finals.  Zion and Oisin 
had a great final finishing first and second. In the 
Long Jump with Oisin was 4th. Davyn McGlynn 
finished 3rd in the 600m. The U12 Boys finished 
off their day by winning Bronze in the Relay Race 
gaining All-Ireland Qualification. 
 Our U14  girls Anya Duffy and Maeve Doherty 
ran in the 60m with Maeve finishing 2nd and 4th 
and 6th in the 60m.
 Temple ran the u14 60m sprints taking Gold in 
8.32(PB) and in the shot putt won bronze.
Fern Duffy won bronze in the 60m and 2nd in the 
U16 200m. 
U14 Leah O’Gara won a gold medal in the 1Km 
walk. 
Emma Price finished 6th in the U18m Sprints. 
The U18 Boys, Dan O Connell won bronze in the 
long jump and Elvis Okoh won silver in the triple 
jump. 
In the U14 Daragh Naughton ran a superb 800m 
race to win silver medal.
 Katie Elliott competed in three events which saw 
her as a triple Ulster Champion medaling in the 
U15 60mh, High Jump and part of the U15 relay 
team. 
 Mark Galvin  and Caolan Spratt  in U15 1500m 
saw Mark win silver and Caolan coming 4th.
 U13 Duo Grace McGlynn and team mate Aoife 
Kenna in the shot putt finishing 2nd and 3rd. 
U13 Clodagh Gallagher won gold in the high 
jump. 
U13 Kathryn Davison came 5th in the 60mh and 
Luke Elliott had a good race in boys 60 mh. Kath-
ryn Davison and Grace McGlynn both made the 

finals in the 60m. 
U13 Jack O Donnell claimed a silver medal in the 
High Jump and silver in the 60m heats. 
Daniel McClafferty  competed in the 1km walk 
winning silver. 
Emma Bonar won a silver in the U15 800m race 
while Sophie Ellis had a strong finish in 4th. Anna 
Russell finished 10th. 
 Last event of day was the U15 Relay race - Erin 
Friel, Sophie Ellis, Emma Bonar and Katie Elliott 
won gold medals.
Thank you to our athletes, coaches and parents 
for your continued support. The All-Irelands will 
be held in a few weeks. 

U12 Boys Oisin Cuskelly (Silver) and Davyn 
McGlynn (silver) who both won Medals in their 
events at Ulster Championship last weekend.  

Emma Price and Fern Duffy enjoying the Ulsters

Adam McCauley and Mum Julia at the Ulsters. Adam 
won a bronze medal in the u12 High Jump.  

The U15 Relay Champions who won gold at the NI Ulster Indoor Track&Field in Athlone - Emma Bonar, 
Sophie Ellis, Erin Friel and Katie Elliott . 

Katie Elliot and Dan O’Connell with their medals.

Some of the young U12 LAC athletes enjoying the indoor track and field last weekend in Athlone.  
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Soil health meeting in Gortahork
A European Innovation Partner-
ship (EIP), ‘Curaíocht an Phobail’ 
managed by Lárionad Achmhain-
ní Nádúrtha – Cill Ulta, based in 
the North West Gaeltacht is to 
host a public presentation on Soil 
Health and an introduction to Bi-
ological Farming. 
Our guest speaker for the evening, 
David Wallis, previously worked 
as a farm advisor with Teagasc un-
til 2011, at which time he himself 
started to seek out alternatives to 
the systemic NPK farming prac-
tice. Since then, he has been farm-
ing alone and more recently, with 
a group of farmers have been suc-
cessful with their own Danú EIP 
project, where 12 farmers have introduced biological methods 
on their farms. 
Coral reefs are the biggest eco-system in the world and second 
to this is soil. What lies beneath our feet is alive with millions 
of microbes and bacteria which all work in unison with plant 
roots to create a living breathing organism, from which our 
food source grows. How we manage and nurture our soils de-

termines the nutrient and min-
eral content of our food and our 
livestock’s food. 
With the hard-hitting increase 
in the cost of fertilizer, probably 
further exacerbated by the Inva-
sion of Ukraine, other solutions 
must be introduced not only 
for economic reasons but also 
for the enriched value of our 
land. This will not only benefit 
ourselves with a healthier en-
vironment and cleaner ground 
water, but also the wildlife that 
co-exists with us. 
The incoming eco-schemes 
within the new CAP 2023 – 
2027 will require changes to 

farm management. This evening presentation will leave you 
more informed as to knowing your land and the biology that 
lives there and what possible changes you could make towards 
healthier soils and fields. 
Please join us in Ostan Loch Altan (Hotel) in Gortahork on 
Friday 11th March at 7pm. Fáilte roimh gach duine. Everyone 
welcome.

Earthworms presence is a good indicator of a healthy soil.

McBride 
Michéal

Larganreagh, 
Downings

2nd Anniversary
There is a special 

kind feeling when I 
think about you Dad
It’s the pleasure of 

remembering all the 
happy times we had
There is a special 

kind of caring
that is meant for 

you alone
There’s a place 

somewhere in my 
heart that only 
you can own.

 

Sadly missed by 
Grainne, Kathleen 
and their families.
Anniversary Mass 
in St. John the    
Baptist Church, 
Carrigart on Satur-
day 12th March at 
6pm. Mass Can be 
viewed on Mevagh 
Parish Facebook.

In 
Memoriam

Planning Notices Acknowledgement Coyle
John

Lurganboyce, 
Rathmullan

1st Anniversary
Treasured and loving 
memories of a dear hus-
band, Dad, Grandad and 
brother who died on the 
11th March 2021.

 

We little knew that day, 
God was going to call your name

In life we loved you dearly
 in death we do the same

It broke our hearts to lose you
you did not go alone

For part of us went with you
the day God called you home.
You left us beautiful memories

 your love is still our guide
And although we cannot see you

you are always at our side.
Our family chain is broken and 

nothing seems the same
But as God calls us one by one

the chain will link again. 
Your ways were good, your spirit true

you suffered in silence when no one knew
Gone are the days we used to share

but in our hearts you are always there
Your restless days are over

your sleepless nights are past
God put his arms around you and 

gave you peace at last.
Two tired eyes are sleeping 
two willing hands are still

The one who worked so hard in life 
is resting at God’s will. 

Loved and missed everyday by your wife 
Eileen, sons John, Kevin, Joseph, daughter 
Claire, son-in-law James and grandchildren 
John, Kirsten, James, Michael and Aisling.

~~~~~
God looked around the garden 
and he found an empty place

He then looked down upon the earth 
and saw your tired face

He put His hand around you 
and lifted you to rest

God’s garden must be beautiful 
as He only takes the best

The times we spent together 
meant the world to me

I have many treasured memories 
as we grew up happily together
So today your first anniversary 

you left us quietly, thoughts unknown
But left us a memory we are proud to own

So treasure him Lord in your garden of rest
For when on earth he was one of the best.

Loved and remembered by sister, Brigid,    
Denis and family.

~~~~~
So much in life is changing 

so much in life is new
But the things in life that never change 

are my thoughts of you
Somewhere beyond the sunset

loved ones never die 
They rest in that beautiful garden 

above God’s silver sky
Thoughts of love to someone so dear

You’re close to my heart every day of the year
I will always have memories to cherish and 

hold of a wonderful brother 
more precious than gold.

Always remembered and loved by your brother 
Martin. 

~~~~~
The angels gathered near your

 side so very close to you
For they knew the pain and suffering

 that you were going through
God took your hand we had part 

It eased your pain but broke my heart 
It’s been the hardest thing to lose you

You meant so much to me
But you are in my heart brother 

and that’s where you will always be
Sincere and true in heart and mind 
wonderful memories I have of you

So wrap your arms around him Lord 
and treasure him with care

Keep him safe in Heaven above 
and give him all my love.

Forever loved and remembered by sister       
Geraldine and family.
John’s Anniversary Mass will take place in 
St. Joseph’s Church, Rathmullan on Friday 
11th March at 7.00pm. 

McLaughlin
James

Glasgow and formerly Kerrykeel
The family of the late James McLaughlin wish 
to express their sincere gratitude and thanks to 
all those who sympathised with them on their 
recent bereavement. Sincere thanks to all those 
who helped in any way, those who attend-
ed wake and funeral and those who travelled 
long distances to be with us. Thanks to those 
who sent Mass cards, sympathy cards, floral 
tributes, phone calls and text messages. Please 
accept this acknowledgment as a token of our 
sincere gratitude.
James’s Month Mind Mass will take place in 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kerrykeel on 
Saturday 12th August at 6.00pm.

Coyle
Dan and Hannah

In loving memory of 
our parents whose 
anniversaries occur 
at this time
Sadly missed along 

life’s way
Quietly remembered 

every day
No longer in our 

lives to share
But in our hearts 
you are always 

there. 
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by all your family                      
at home and in        
Barnesmore.

Sweeney
Patrick / Pat

Ballyraine, Letterkenny
Late of Yorkshire, England

Thank you to everyone who sent us messag-
es of condolences on the sudden death of our 
much loved brother Pat. Thank you for calling                                                                                
to our homes, for the phone calls, the text    
messages, Mass cards and sympathy cards. 
Thank you also for your generous donations 
in his memory to the Great Northern Air               
Ambulance Service. We greatly appreciated all 
your kindness and for thinking of us.
His family: Brendan and Kathleen, Derryveagh                                                                                       
Avenue; Rosaleen, Rossnakill; Bridie and      
Anthony, Ballyraine; Frances and Liam, 
Raphoe

Donegal County Council
Market Square, RATHMULLAN and 

BALLYBOE, Rathmullan, Letterkenny M.D.
I, Dela Kerr, am applying to Donegal County Coun-
cil for Planning Permission to Erect New Two 
Storey Townhouse and Connection to Main Pub-
lic Sewer @ Market Square, RATHMULLAN and 
BALLYBOE, Rathmullan, Letterkenny M.D., Co. 
Donegal. The Planning Application may be inspect-
ed or purchased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy, at the Offices of the Planning 
Authority, County House, Lifford during its Public 
Opening Hours. A Submission or Observation in re-
lation to the Application may be made in writing to 
the Planning Authority on payment of the prescribed 
fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt by the Authority of the Appli-
cation, and such Submissions or Observations will 
be considered by the Planning Authority in making a 
decision on the Application. The Planning Authority 
may Grant Permission subject to or without condi-
tions, or may refuse to Grant Permission.

Donegal County Council
Gortnavern,  Letterkenny

I, Janet Donnell am applying to Donegal County 
Council for permission to erect a dwelling house 
with wastewater treatment system with all other as-
sociated site development works at Gortnavern, Let-
terkenny, County Donegal in the townland of Gort-
navern. The planning application may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal during its public opening 
hours. A submission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made in writing to the planning 
authority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the planning authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Killult, Falcarragh

We, Christine Brennan & Fraser Morris are applying 
to Donegal County Council for permission to erect a 
dwelling house with septic tank and domestic garage 
and all associated site development works at Killult, 
Falcarragh, County Donegal in the townland of 
Killult. The planning application may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal during its public opening 
hours. A submission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made in writing to the planning 
authority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the planning authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Shore Road, Rathmelton

I, Nicholas O’Hanlon Ltd am applying to Donegal 

County Council for per-
mission to demolish ex-
isting commercial build-
ing and erect a building 
to include on the ground 
floor two no. commer-
cial units, 2 no. apart-
ments to the first and 
second floors and 1 no. 
apartment on the third (5 
apartments in total) with 
connection to the public 
sewer and all other asso-
ciated site development 
works at Shore Road, 
Rathmelton, County 
Donegal in the townland 
of Rathmelton. 
 The planning applica-
tion may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at 
the offices of the plan-
ning authority, Donegal 
County Council, County 
House, Lifford, County 
Donegal during its pub-
lic opening hours. A sub-
mission or observation 
in relation to the appli-
cation may be made in 
writing to the planning 
authority on payment 
of the prescribed fee, 
€20.00, within the peri-
od of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt of 
the application by the 
authority, and such sub-
mission or observation will be consid-
ered by the planning authority in mak-
ing a decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Rathmelton

I, Seamus Crawford, am applying to 
Donegal County Council for permis-
sion to erect 2 No. dwelling houses 
with connection to mains services and 
all other associated site development 
works at Rathmelton, County Donegal 
in the townland of Rathmelton.
 The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased at a fee not ex-
ceeding the reasonable cost of making 
a copy at the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Don-
egal during its public opening hours. 
A submission or observation in rela-
tion to the application may be made 
in writing to the planning authority on 
payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt of the application 
by the authority, and such submission 
or observation will be considered by 

the planning authority in making a de-
cision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Drumbern Td., Milford

I Kenny Graham am applying to Don-
egal County Council for planning 
permission to erect dwelling house, 
garage and installation of waste water 
treatment system and percolation are 
at Drumbern Td, Milford, Letterkenny, 
Co. Donegal.
 The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased, at a fee not ex-
ceeding the reasonable cost of making 
a copy, at the offices of the Planning 
Authority, County House, The Dia-
mond, Lifford, County Donegal during 
the public opening hours of the Plan-
ning Authority and that a submission 
or observation in relation to the appli-
cation may be made to the Planning 
Authority, in writing, on payment of 
the prescribed fee of 20 euros within 
the period of 5 weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt of the application by the 
Planning Authority.

Donegal County Council
We, Michael & Miriam Coyle are applying to Done-
gal County Council for permission to construct new 
dwelling house, domestic shed and install a wastewa-
ter treatment system at Carrigart, Co.Donegal in the 
townland of Glenkeo. The planning application may 
be inspected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy, at the offices of the 
planning authority, County House, Lifford during its 
public opening hours. Submissions or observations 
in relation to the development may be made to the 
planning authority in writing, on payment of €20, 
within five weeks beginning on the date of receipt of 
the application by the authority. 

Letterkenny 
Rovers

The highly successful Junior Rovers 
returns this Sunday at Leckview Park 
with registration open from 9.30am. 
This is for boys and girls aged be-
tween 4 and 8 years old with the em-
phasis on fun. Registration costs €30 
for the season which includes a club 
top and all are welcome as we help 
kids take their first steps in football.
The schoolboys league got going last 
weekend with our u12s Rovers win-
ning at Ballyraine with goals from 

Sean Gallagher, Jack O Donnell, Ro-
nan Ward, Jamie Gorman and Den-
zel Taku and they are home to Mul-
roy this Saturday at Aura at 10am.
Our 12s Utd lost out 2-1 at Lurgy 
Celtic and they are away to Ballyraine 
Harps this Saturday. Our u12s Cru-
saders host Milford Blues at 4pm at 
the Aura. The 14s Premier team  get 
underway next Tuesday night when 
travelling to play Bonagee at 7pm 
while the 14s Utd host Ballyraine 
Celtic this Sunday at noon. Our 16s 
Crusaders travel to play Ballyraine 
Celtic on Saturday at 4pm.
The seniors lost out 2-1 to Cock-

hill last Sunday with 
Gareth Doherty on 
the mark and have no 
game this weekend  
while the Donegal 
League side make the 
trip to play Dunkineely 
Celtic at 1pm.
This week’s mini lot-
to numbers drawn 
were 8-13-18 and 28 
with two people-Car-
oline Mehan and Ger-
ry Meehan-matching 
three numbers and re-
ceiving €50 each. Next 
week’s jackpot is €6000 
and tickets can be 
bought online or from 
any committee mem-
ber. Club bingo con-
tinues this Thursday 
(March 10th) in the 
Station House Hotel 
at 8.30pm. Snowball is 
€1450 on 45 numbers 
or less. All support ap-
preciated. 
205 people remain in 
Last Man Standing 
and progress can be 
followed on our club 
website.

Lagan Harps FC 
Our men’s team got 
back to winning ways 
with a hard fought 
2-1 over Deele Harps. 
Bernard McMenam-
in and Ronan Carlin 
were the scorers. Our 

u12A’ s had a 4-2 win over Milford with goals 
from Keelan Bonner, Aogan, Mark Geraghty and 
Zach Nesbitt. There was a lot of sadness in the 
area with club members affected by the   pass-
ing of John Kilpatrick, Willie Doherty, Dympna 
Woodforth and Jim Tinney. To all their families 
and friends we extend our deepest sympathy.
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Death of Hughie 
Hannigan, Ramelton

There was much re-
gret on the death of 
Hughie Hannigan, 
formerly Chestnut 
Grove, Ramelton. 
He was in his ear-
ly eighties and was 
amongst Ramelton’s 
best known charac-
ters.
He died on Mon-
day at the Ramelton 
Community Hos-
pital. Hughie was 
born close to Swilly 
Park and resided lo-
cally all his life. He worked for a number of farm-
ers in earlier times where he was highly regarded 
for his work ethic.
In more recent years he was one of the most val-
ued staff members at Whoriskey’s Supermarket. 
He was known to hundreds of customers who 
appreciated his help and good humour. He was 
the local gravedigger for many years in the town.
His passing is deeply mourned and deepest sym-
pathy is extended to the family circle, neighbours 
and many friends.
Hughie’s remains reposed overnight on Tuesday 
in St. Mary’s Church and the Requiem Mass on 
Wednesday was celebrated by Fr. Michael Carney 
PP and interment followed in Killydonnell cem-
etery.
Death of Theresa Peoples

 The death oc-
curred on Mon-
day at the Tallaght 
Hospital in Dublin 
of Mary Theresa 
Hepburn, Castle 
Grove, Raphoe. Te-
resa who was for-
merly a member of 
the Peoples family 
from Mountain 
Top, Letterkenny 
passed away trag-
ically as a result of 
injuries sustained 
in a road traffic ac-
cident in Raphoe 
on March 2nd.
The Peoples family 
are well known in 
the Mountain Top area and news of Teresa’s death 
in such tragic circumstances has been learned of 
with a great sense of sadness. Gardaí are seeking 
the public’s assistance in relation to the circum-
stances of the traffic accident. They have renewed 
their appeal for more information.
“At approximately 2.30pm on March 2nd two 
vehicles collided on Guesthouse End Road in 
Raphoe. As a result of this collision, one vehicle 
lost control and collided with a pedestrian. The 
female pedestrian, aged in her 50’s, was seriously 
injured and was taken to Letterkenny Universi-
ty Hospital. She was later transferred to Tallaght 
University Hospital where she passed away on 
Monday March 7th.
“Gardaí are appealing to any person who may 
have witnessed this collision to contact them. 
Any person who was on Guesthouse End Road 
is asked to contact investigating Gardaí. Anyone 
with any information in relation to this incident 
should contact Letterkenny Garda Station on 916 
7100.”
Teresa was predeceased by mother Bridget (2017). 
She is survived by father Terry, sister Nicola Mc-
Cauley (Ramelton), brothers John (Letterkenny), 
Michael (Letterkenny), Mark (Kilmacrennan), 
Liam (Mountain Top), Brendan (Mountain 
Top). Sorely missed by daughters Lisa, Lauren, 
son Aaron and partner Liam Carlin; grandchil-
dren Leigh and Blake, extended family members, 
neighbours and a wide circle of friends.
 Theresa’s remains are reposing at her late resi-
dence in Castle Grove, Raphoe with wake this 
Thursday from 5-10pm. Funeral is from there 
on Friday morning for Requiem Mass at 11am in 
St. Eunan’s Cathedral, Letterkenny, followed by 
burial in New Leck Cemetery. Funeral Mass can 
be viewed on the church webcam www.church-
services.tv/letterkenny. Deepest condolences are 
extended to the family circle. 

Death of Kay McCormack
 The death took place on Friday of Kathleen 
(Kay) McCormack, Clontarf, Dublin. Kay was 
formerly  a member of the Coyle family, Killy-
creen, Ramelton. She was a retired Public Health 
Nurse. Kay is survived by her husband Noel; sons 
and daughters John, Catriona, Sinead and David. 
She is also survived by her sister Eileen, brother 
John, grandchildren Lara, Kate and Conor, son-
in-law Charlie, daughter-in-law Jan, sister-in-law 
Ita, special friends Ann and Eileen and all her 
nieces, nephews, relatives, friends and former 
colleagues.
 Kay’s remains reposed at the Kirwan Funeral 
Home, Fairview Strand on Wednesday evening. 
Removal will take place to St. Gabriel’s Church, 
Dollymount on this Thursday morning for 
11.30am Requiem Mass followed by burial at 
Glasnevin Cemetery. For Live Streaming of Kay’s 
Mass visit: www.stgabrielsparish.ie/parish-web-
cam. Deepest condolences are extended to the 
family circle. 

The late Anne Joyce
The death took place in Dublin on Sunday of 
Anne Joyce. Anne was formerly a member of the 
Loughrey family from Swilly Park, Ramelton. 
Anne passed away peacefully after a short illness 
in the excellent care of St. Vincent’s University 
Hospital, surrounded by her loving family. She 
was predeceased by her husband John. Anne is 
survived by her son Josh, daughter-in-law Éilis 
and beloved grandchildren Robert, Shauna and 
Luke. Remembered by her son John in Donegal, 
her brothers John and Seamus, sisters-in-law and 
wider family, friends and neighbours. A Farewell 
Ceremony took place at the Victorian Chapel at 
Mount Jerome Crematorium on Tuesday morn-
ing. Deepest sympathy is extended to the family 
circle.

The late Willie Burke
 The death took 
place on Monday 
of William (Willie) 
Burke at his home 
in Rosemount, Kil-
macrennan. Aged 
83 Willie was a well 
known member of 
the local commu-
nity where he had 
farming interests.  
The remains of the 
late Mr. Burke re-
posed at the family 
residence in Rose-
mount from Tues-
day evening. Funeral is from there on this Thurs-
day afternoon for Mass at 2pm in St. Columba’s 
Church, Kilmacrennan, followed by interment 
in the adjoining cemetery. Funeral Mass can be 
viewed on www.churchservices.tv/kilmacrenan
 Willie was predeceased by parents Leslie and 
Margaret, son William and daughter in law Ju-
liene. He is survived by his wife Mary, sons An-
drew, Peter and Timmy, daughters Julie-Ann 
McGettigan and Laura; brothers James, Bobby, 
John and Tommy; sisters Mary and Anne. Deep-
est condolences are extended to the family mem-
bers, neighbours and many friends.

Death of Mary McNamee
The death occurred 
on Sunday at Let-
terkenny Univer-
sity Hospital of 
Mary McNamee, 
Drumany, Letterk-
enny. Mary’s re-
mains reposed at 
her niece Kathleen 
and Joe Crawford’s 
residence at Car-
ricknamanna, Kil-
lygordon. Funeral 
was from there on 
Tuesday morn-
ing travelling via 
Mary’s home at Drumany to St. Eunan’s Cathe-
dral, Letterkenny for Requiem Mass which was 
celebrated by Fr Philip Kemmy. Interment took 
place afterwards in Conwal Cemetery, Letterken-
ny where Fr. Kemmy also officiated. Music and 
hymns were by Pricilla Black.
Mary was predeceased by her parents Hughie and 

Roseanne McNamee, brothers Tommy and Billy 
and her sisters-in-law Bridie and Kathleen. She 
is survived by her nieces, nephews, grand-niec-
es, grand-nephews and a wide circle of family, 
friends and neighbours to whom deepest sympa-
thy is extended.

Funeral of Roberta Gamble
The funeral 
took place on 
Monday of 
Roberta Gam-
ble, Ballyboe, 
Kilmacrennan. 
Aged 47 Rob-
erta was a very 
well and popu-
lar member of 
the local com-
munity. She 
was also a very 
diligent mem-
ber of staff in 
the office of 
barrister Peter Nolan who gave a very moving 
eulogy during the Funeral Service on Monday.
Bertha passed away on Friday at the Done-
gal Hospice, Letterkenny. She was predeceased 
by her father Robert. Bertha is survived by her 
mother Anna, sisters Colina Magee, Canada and 
Rosemary Stewart, Drumaskea, Ballymaleel and 
brother Ivan, Ballyboe, nieces Katrina, Olivia and 
Kirsten, brothers-in-law Martin and Norman, 
uncles, aunts and a wide circle of family, friends 
and neighbours.
 Bertha’s remains reposed at the family residence 
in  Ballyboe from Saturday evening. Funeral was 
from there on Monday afternoon going to Leiter 
Presbyterian Church, Kilmacrennan for Funer-
al Service conducted by Rev. Richard Tregaskis. 
Interment took place afterwards in the adjoining 
churchyard. Deepest condolences are extended 
to the family circle. 

The late Annie Kerr
The death took place on Monday of Anne (An-
nie) Kerr, Dr McGinley Road, Letterkenny. 
A native of Ballyare, Annie worked in Derry for 
some time before settling in Dr McGinley Road 
in the 1970’s. She is survived by her daughter 
Roberta, son Simon, brothers John, Thomas, 
George and Matthew, sisters Ethel, Jean and Liz-
zie, daughter in law Martina and grandchildren 
Darragh and Catherine Anne.
 Annie’s remains reposed at her residence on Dr 
McGinley Road from Monday evening. Removal 
was from there on Wednesday afternoon to Trini-
ty Presbyterian Church for Funeral Service which 
was conducted by Rev Tommy Bruce followed by 
burial afterwards in New Leck Cemetery. Deep-
est sympathy is extended to the family circle.

The late Isobel Moore
The death occurred at Letterkenny University 
Hospital on Sunday of Isobel Moore (neé Beat-
tie), Ard Colmcille, Letterkenny. A well known 
member of the local community Isobel was a 
native of Raphoe. She was predeceased by her 
daughter Margo Coyle, sisters Jean Wylie, Mar-
garet Scott and Betty McElhinney. She is sur-
vived by her husband Matt, sons Ronnie, Mark, 
Stephen and Allister (all Letterkenny); daughter 
Betty McGinty, Kincraigy, Manorcunningham; 
brother Jackie Beattie, Raphoe; grandchildren; 
great-grandchildren, daughters-in-law; sons-in-
law, nieces, nephews and a wide circle of family, 
friends and neighbours.
 The remains of the late Mrs Moore were re-
moved from the Eternal Light Chapel of Rest, 
Mountain Top, Letterkenny on Monday evening 
to her late residence. The Reverends David and 
Heather Houlton officiated at the Funeral Service 
that took place in the family home on Wednes-
day afternoon. Interment took place afterwards 
to Gortlee Cemetery, Letterkenny. Deepest con-
dolences are extended to the family circle.

The late Andy Tarry 
Shields, Downings

 There was great sadness last weekend on learn-
ing of the death of Andy Tarry Shields, late of 
Doey, Downings.
He died in Letterkenny University Hospital, aged 

78.
He lay in repose at his home from Friday and his 
Requiem Mass took place on Monday morning, 
March 7th at the Church of St. John the Baptist, 
Carrigart, which was followed by interment in 
the adjoining cemetery.
Mass was celebrated by Fr Charlie Bryne who re-
called Andy’s life hailing from a large, respected, 
family where he was one of two sets of twins.
He recalled Andy started work for McNutt’s when 
he was 14-years-old and when he left there 29 
years later he had worked his way up to become a 
weaver. He also worked the family farm and was 
remembered as “a quiet, gentle man” who had a 
great memory of local knowledge and a great way 
with figures.
Predeceased by his brother Joise in 2013, he is 
survived by his siblings Patsy, John, Charlie, An-
nie, Gracie and Mary, his uncle Joe Bradley, his 
nieces, nephews, neighbours and many friends.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

Death of Bridget Doherty
The death occurred 
on Sunday at Aras 
Ui Dhomnaill 
Nursing Home, 
Milford of Bridget 
Doherty, formerly 
of Rosemount, Kil-
macrennan. A well 
known member of 
the local commu-
nity Bridget will 
be sadly missed 
by her family. She 
was a renowned 
dressmaker in her 
younger days. The 
remains of the late 
Mrs Doherty are 
reposing at her 
daughter, Geraldine Flood’s home, Carnasaul, 
Termon, Letterkenny.
Funeral is from there on this Thursday morning 
for 11am Requiem Mass in St Columba’s Church, 
Kilmacrennan, followed by burial in the adjoin-
ing graveyard. Bridget was predeceased by her 
husband Tony and sons Raymond and Kevin. She 
is survived by her daughters Mary, Geraldine and 
Philomena, son Noel, fourteen grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 
Deepest condolences are extended to the family 
circle.

The late Naoimh McDaid
There was great 
sadness on learn-
ing of the death of 
Naoimh McDaid, 
late of 40 Bayswa-
ter, Waterside in 
Derry, Roscom-
mon, Edinburgh 
and Rathmullan.
Naoimh passed 
away peacefully on 
Saturday 26th Feb-
ruary, at her home 
in Edinburgh.
She is survived 
by husband Pab-
lo, daughter Sofia, 
and was the much 
loved daughter of 
Brian and Kath-
leen, sister of Emma, Sarah and David and devot-
ed aunt of Aoife, Cassie and Michael. Her passing 
is deeply regretted by all her extended family and 
her very many friends.

Many tributes were paid to Naoimh following her 
passing and she was remembered for her zest for 
life and the “quiet courage” she bore her illness 
with.
Born in 1981 she was a regular visitor to Rath-
mullan all her life.
She lay in repose at her family home in Derry 
and her Requiem Mass took place in St Joseph’s 
Church, Rathmullan last Saturday with inter-
ment afterwards in the adjoining cemetery. 
A fundraising page has been set up in her mem-
ory with Cancer Support Charity Centre ‘Mag-
gie’s”.
To make a donation please go www.naoimhmc-
daid.muchloved.com

From Page One
in the region 25c per litre in the 
last week.
 The meeting yesterday heard 
that there is currently enough 
fertiliser in the country to last 
to the end of  March.
 President of the IFA, Tim Cull-
inan said: “If the government 
is serious about encouraging 
farmers to grow more grass 

and crops and produce more 
food, they should suspend all 
excise duty and carbon tax on 
agri diesel for farmers and farm 
contractors.
If farmers are to sow more crops 
and grow more grass, it will re-
quire increased use of farm ma-
chinery in the coming days and 
weeks. The government must 
do more immediately.”

 Responding to the grain pro-
posals, ICSA President, Der-
mot Kelleher said “This is not 
straightforward due to the cat-
astrophic increase in fertiliser 
and fuel costs.”
Farmers considered the grow-
ing of grain at a meeting on 
Tuesday evening and sourc-
es said it was a ‘thumbs down’ 
from almost everyone who 

spoke. The responses are to be 
brought back to the Dept. of 
Agriculture for further consid-
eration.”
While farm groups are 100% 
behind the Ukraine war effort, 
there is another reality at play 
here at home with inflation in 
danger of hitting 10% and fam-
ily incomes rising by at least 5% 
sooner rather than later.

Anam Cara - No Surviving 
Children Group Meeting

 The group is specifically for parents living with no surviving chil-
dren. This is a safe space for these parents to come together and 
help each other on this unimaginable journey and share in their 
grief. Our  living with no surviving children  group is facilitated 
by Dorothy Ingram and will take place via zoom on Tuesday 15th 
March at 7pm.  If you know any bereaved parents living with no 
surviving children who would like to join this meeting please get 
them to contact us on 085 288 8888 or info@anamcara.ie. As al-
ways Anam Cara offer their services free of charge for as long as 
needed.

Farmers need more than soundbites!



Death of Brid Duggan

 

The death took place on Monday 7th March peace-
fully at her home of Brid Duggan, 157 Mount 
Marian, Milford. Brid (nee McCarron), Warden, 
Portsalon was predeceased by her husband Hugo in 
December 2020, brother Dan, sisters Kathleen and 
Mary. Brid was a devoted wife and mother to her 
family, supportive and proud of them all and of her 
many grandchildren. Since moving to Milford many 
years ago, Brid made herself part of the Community 
and was involved in many community events over 
the years which included helping out with the Mil-
ford AC, Milford Community Games, School events 
and many more. Socially Brid had a great love of Bin-
go, playing at the various venues locally on a weekly 
basis. Brid also in recent years she enjoyed her hol-
iday’s to Australia spending time with her son Alan 
and his family. Brid’s Funeral Mass will take place on 
Thursday 10th March in St. Peter’s Church, Milford 
at 12 noon with interment afterwards in Milford 
Cemetery. 
 Deepest sympathy is extended to her sons Stephen, 
Germany, Alan, Australia, James, Waterford, Hugo 
Junior, Downings and Karol, Letterkenny, daughters 
Maria, Letterkenny, Joanne, Kerrykeel and Breege, 
Gortahork, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, grand-
children, brothers Pat and Charlie, nieces, nephews 
and extended family and friends. 
Sympathy
 Deepest sympathy to Andrew Burke, Kilmacrennan 
Road, Milford and Peter Burke, Mount Marian and 
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Dunleavy 
Funeral Directors

Established 30 Years
Qualified Embalmer – Embalming 

Room – Selection of Coffins – 
Wreaths – Cremations

Areas covered Rathmullan, Glenvar, 
Kerrykeel, Fanad, Milford, 

Letterkenny and Kilmacrennan
24/7 Welcoming new Business

Unbeaten on Rates
Tel. 087 6770026 or 074 91 50175

Eamonn Scott
Funeral Directors

-----------------------------------
Fanad & Letterkenny

• 24 Hours Service
• Cremations
• Overseas Funerals Arranged

Tel. 086 1632233 or 086 8366285
Care & compassion, every step of the way

Tamney Health Centre Fundraiser for Ukraine
 The staff of Tamney Health Centre are running 
an urgent fundraising drive for the people of 
war-stricken Ukraine. We are appealing to the 
public to donate any amount no matter how 
small. Donations can be left in to the health cen-
tre and will be forwarded on the Red Cross. All 
donations to be collected by Wednesday 16th 
March at 12 midday. We are extremely over-
whelmed by the generosity of people in the lo-
cality and thank you all most sincerely for your 
donations so far. 
Coffee Morning in Glenvar
 Please join us for a cup of coffee or tea and home-
made treats on St Patrick’s Day at Glenvar School 
from 11am. Great raffle and plenty of things to 
buy!  Come along and have a browse, in aid of 
small animal welfare.
Steps
Steps Parent & Toddler Group will meet on the 
first Friday of every month starting Friday 1st 
April. From 10.30 to 12. 0- preschool children 
are welcome. Call for a cuppa and a chat to the 
Rossnakill Hall.
 Little Rascals Community Playschool Rossnak-
ill Registration is now open for September ‘22. 

Free ECCE places available. Contact 
Eileen 086-8513870 for more infor-
mation.
Seachtain na Gaeilge Tráth na gCeist 
/ Quiz Night – Naíonra Fhánada.
Tá Seachtain na Gaeilge linn! Beidh 
Tráth na gCeist ag Naíonra Fhánada 
sa Fanad Lodge Dé hAoine 11ú Már-
ta 9i.n. – fáilte roimh achan duine. 
Beidh ceisteanna dháthangacha ann. 
Crannchur agus duaiseanna ar an 
oíche. Bheadh muid an-bhuíoch dao-
ibh as bhur dtacaíocht. 
 Seachtain na Gaeilge is here! Naíon-
ra Fhánada will hold a table quiz in 
the Fanad Lodge Friday 11th March 
9pm – all welcome. Questions will be 
done bilingually, in Irish and English. 
There will be a draw and prizes on the 
night. Your support would be much 
appreciated.
The Big Spring Clean
 Milford & District Resource Centre 

are organising the Big Spring Clean, 
following the success of last year. It 
will take place from 11am-1pm on 
Saturday, March 12th. We hope to 
have as many volunteers out as pos-
sible across Milford, Ray, Ramelton, 
Rathmullan, Kerrykeel and Cran-
ford, all taking part in the community 
clean up. Last year over 300 people 
took part so we hope to see this lev-
el of engagement again ahead of the 
spring season commencing. This is 
being organised in partnership with 
Donegal County Council, the local 
Tidy Towns committees and commu-
nity centres. If any other areas would 
like to get involved contact Declan on 
declan@mdrc.ie or 9153736.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul will resume 
this Monday the 14th of March in the 
Mulroy Woods Hotel, Milford.
 Starting at 8pm for an hour and a half 

Paul will teach you how 
to Jive, Waltz, Quick 
Step, Foxtrot and of 
course Line Dancing. 
Beginners are welcome 
as well as all levels of 
dancing and there are 
no partners needed.
Graveyard Mass
 The Graveyard Mass at 
Milford Cemetery will 
take place on Sunday 
31st July at 3pm. 
First Holy Commun-
ion
 First Holy Communion 
will be celebrated in the 
Schools in the Parish 
on the following dates: 
Scoil Cholmcille, Ker-
rykeel on Saturday 30th 

Charity Party Night
 Ka Marley, Gortmacall will host a Party Night in aid of the Mountain 
Rescue and Coast Guard in the Travellers Inn, Milford on Saturday 
12th March at 8pm. Finger food will be served at 9pm, music by Mark 
Boyce and your support and donations will be greatly appreciated. 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Kerrykeel
There will be a St Patrick’s Day parade 
in Kerrykeel this year starting at 3pm. 
All floats are welcome and a new route 
is also planned for this year. Participants 
are asked to assemble at the new Kerry-
keel National School around 2pm. The 
new route will take the parade across 
Pump Street and out the Milford Road 
going around the triangle at the Rockhill 
Caravan Park and returning and down 

the Main Street to finish at the usual 
place. After the parade everyone is invit-
ed to the Old Kerrykeel School Commu-
nity Centre for prizegiving and there will 
also be tea and refreshments served.
 In order to help with the running of the 
event the organisors have launched a 
GoFundMe campaign and as of Wednes-
day evening they have raised €1,860 of 
their €2,500 goal.

Your donation will go towards insur-
ance, prizes, advertising/marketing and 
any other associated costs involved with 
running a successful parade. Surplus 
cash will be reinvested to the commu-
nity group and will go towards various 
community incentives such as Kerrykeel 
Christmas lights and St Patrick’s Day pa-
rade 2023. All donations, big and small, 
will be extremely gratefully received. 
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McElwee
Funeral Directors

24 Hour Service
Cremations 

Overseas Funerals Arranged
Agents for Headstones

Milford & Letterkenny
Tel. 074 9153304

Prop: P. McElwee P.C., Commissioner for Oaths

Now Open
Call for an Appointment

Brendan Boyce 
finishes 26th in Oman

Milford Coffee morning 
raises over €1600 for Ukraine 

Country 
Roads Inn

Rossnakill 

Open from 6pm Daily
Saturday 12th March -  from 10.30pm. 

Caz Hunter
Saturday 19th March -  from 10.30pm. 

Mise Erin

Little Rascals Community Playschool
Rossnakill

Registration 
2022

Registration is now open 
for September 2022

Free ECCE places available
Contact Eileen 0868513870

 for more information

Nuacht CLG Baile 
na nGalloglach

Lotto: 27/2/22
NUMBERS: 4-17-22-24. No Jackpot winner. Lucky 
Dip winner gets €50, Deirdre O Toole, Drumbern, 
Milford. Jackpot Next Week: €5,350.
Gaeltacht Championships
Our Senior men had their first match of the sea-
son away to Ardara last Saturday in the Gaeltacht 
Championships.  Unfortunately, despite being 
ahead on a number of occasions, Ardara pulled 
away towards the end of the match to win.

Bhí an cluiche Sinsear idir Ard Ratha agus Baile na 
nGalloglach socraithe don Satharn 5u la de Marta 
ag a seacht o chlog.  Bhuaigh Ard Ratha an cluiche.
Scór na nÓg
A feast of talent was on show in Burt last Sunday. 
Three Club members put on brilliant performanc-
es - Hannah Lynch (Recitation), Ellen Griffin 
(Flute) and Lizzie Haughey (Contertina).  A big 
thank you to the girls and their parents who sup-
ported them - Congratulations to you all. 
Table Quiz
As part of CLG Baile na nGallóglach’s participation 
in Seachtain na Gaeilge 2022 events with Energia, 
the club will host a table quiz on Saturday the 25th 

March at  9pm in The Travellers Inn (Please note 
change of date). This follows a very successful quiz 
which was held during Seachtain na Gaeilge 2021. 
There will be prizes for the winning team as part 
of  Ciste Sheachtain na Gaeilge with Energia 2022.
Irish/Culture classes
Tháinig na ranganna Gaeilge ar ais ar lá nua : gach 
oíche Mháirt ag a 8:00 pm. Más mian le haon 
duine teacht ar na ranganna, seol téacs teachtaire-
achta ríomhphoist chuig cultureclgbnag@gmail.
com chun an nasc don rang a fháil. Nó cuir scairt 
ar Aodh ag 087-8131565. Is ranganna iad seo a 
chuireann fáilte foimh aon duine a bhfuil suim acu 
inár dteanga dhúchasach, ár gceol, ár gcultúr agus 

sa stair áitiúil. Fáilte is fiche romhat.
Last Man Standing
Our Last Man Standing Competition contin-
ues.  There are only 12 players left as we go into 
Week 5 this week. 
Good luck to those still standing!  All proceeds will 
go towards our Minor Board to support our un-
derage teams within the Club.
IRISH LIFE STEPS CHALLENGE
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Irish Life Steps Challenge this year.  Congratula-
tions to Cathy Carr, Ciara Mailey and Rachel Ivers 
who the €20 vouchers from the draw for all Club 
participants from Week 3, 4 and 5.

Milford & District Resource Centre hosted a cof-
fee morning to raise funds for Ukraine on Monday. 
Over €1,600 was raised but with more donations 
continuing to come in the final total is expected to 
be higher. MDRC will be accepting donations to the 
appeal until the end of the week for anyone else who 
wishes to donate.
 Like many others the team at MDRC have been 
watching the invasion of Ukraine unfold in horror 
and wanted to do something to help. Manager De-
clan Meehan said “We are delighted with the amount 
raised and we were very happy to see so many peo-
ple come out to support the fundraiser. I think most 
people are feeling quite helpless, despite wanting to 
do something to help the people of Ukraine, and the 
coffee morning was a small outlet for people to do 
that. We are so grateful for everyone’s generosity.”
 The donations will be going to the Irish Red Cross 
Ukrainian appeal. Red Cross teams are on the 
ground now in Ukraine and will continue their work 
to repair vital infrastructure, support health facili-
ties, and help families with life-saving food and hy-
giene items. This is a rapidly evolving crisis and do-
nations will help those affected get food, medicine, 
shelter and water. 
Red Cross teams are also on the ground supporting 
refugees who have fled to other countries. The UN 
have announced this week that there are now 2 mil-
lion Ukrainian refugees due to the ongoing invasion. 
The people of Ukraine will need support for a long 
time to come. 

Mulroy Academy Club-School Link Programme
 

Mulroy Academy commenced a Club-
School link coaching programme 
with Scoil Cholmcille, Kerrykeel this 
week.  The club were selected for the 
pilot FAI initiative following an assess-
ment process of Club Mark One Star 
clubs nationwide.  The President of the 
FAI Gerry McAnaney visited Mulroy 
Academy last year to present them with 
their FAI Club Mark One Star award, 

one of the first six clubs in the country 
to achieve the award. The Club Mark is 
a recognition in excellence related to 
governance and administration as well 
as the FAI also recognising the club 
as an official FAI Player Development 
Centre.   
 The School-Link commenced on Fri-
day last with a delegation from the 
FAI present to launch the partnership 

between Mulroy Academy and Scoil 
Cholmcille. Fergus McAteer and James 
Gallagher from Mulroy Academy and 
Eunan Gallagher School Principal co-
ordinated the setting up and implemen-
tation of the coaching programme.  As 
part of the programme, student coaches 
form the clubs under 16 / Youth teams 
and past pupils will also be involved as 
part of the clubs coaching programme.

Shane Barr and Trevor Scanlon from the FAI pictured with Mulroy Academy members at the launch of the Mulroy Academy Club-School 
Link at Kerrykeel NS on Friday with some of the six class pupils.

Siobhan Coyle of Gaeil Fhánda with fellow Donegal Ladies Gaelic Football Asso-
ciation delegates Liam Skelly (Moville), and Donal Sharkey (Naomh Muire) at the 
annual LGFA Congress in the Europa Hotel, Belfast at the weekend.

their extended families on the death 
of their father William (Willie) 
Burke, 290 Rosemount, Kilmacren-
nan. Funeral Mass will take place in 
St. Columba’s Church, Kilmacren-
nan on this Thursday at 2pm fol-
lowed by interment in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Charity Party Night
 Ka Marley, Gortmacall will host a 

Party Night in aid of the Mountain 
Rescue and Coast Guards in the 
Travellers Inn, Milford on Saturday 
12th March at 8pm. Finger food will 
be served at 9pm, music by Mark 
Boyce and your support and dona-
tions will be greatly appreciated. 
50/50 Winner
 Congratulations to David Wilson, 
Portlean who was the lucky winner 

of the Mil-
ford United 
50/50 Draw 
for February 
Jackpot of 
€1020 which 
took place 
on Saturday 
night. 
The Big 
Spring Clean
 Milford & 
District Re-
source Cen-
tre are organ-
ising the Big 
Spring Clean 

April; Scoil Cholmcille, 
Drumman on Saturday 
30th April; Scoil Mhuire, 
Milford on Saturday 7th 
May.
Rossnakill Tourism / 
Activity Centre
Irish Grinds
Caroline Gallagher will 
be teaching Junior / Leav-
ing Cert grinds in hall 
on Saturday   mornings, 
(dates / times TBC). More 
info / Bookings contact 
Caroline on : 0879467815
Bootcamp
NRGise Fitness  are run-
ning  Bootcamp in Hall 
on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings at 6.30 - 
7.30am. For more info / 
bookings via Packie on 
0862240321 or via Face-
book page NRGise Fit-
ness.

At the coffee morning for Ukraine in the MDRC were De-
clan Meehan, Lynette Morgan and Yvonne Meehan and 
below Julie Casey, Kathleen O’Toole and Kathleen Birney.

€147,820 for the Milford & 
District Resource Centre  

The International Fund for Ireland 
(IFI) has unveiled €5,006,601 to-
wards peace building with €231,016 
going to two Donegal projects. 
€83,196 has been awarded to Don-
egal Youth Services with €147,820 
allocated to Milford & District Re-
source Centre. 
 Both projects are funded under the 
IFI Personal Youth Development 
Programme, which focuses on sup-
porting at risk youths through pro-
grammes, training and initiatives 

that create better futures. 
   The IFI was set up by the British 
and Irish governments as an inde-
pendent international organisation 
in 1986. It delivers a range of peace 
and reconciliation initiatives across 
Northern Ireland and the southern 
border counties. It currently sup-
ports a total of 40 projects in North-
ern Ireland and 15 in the southern 
border counties. The funding was 
announced at the IFI’s recent Board 
meeting in Rathmullan.

James Gibbons presenting Rosemary Gallagher with 2nd prize 
of €300 in the Milford AC February Development Draw.

this Saturday from 11am-
1pm. They hope to have 
volunteers across Milford, 
Ray, Ramelton, Rathmul-
lan, Kerrykeel and Cran-
ford, all taking part in 
the community clean up. 
This is being organised in 
partnership with Donegal 
County Council, the local 
Tidy Towns committees 
and community centres. 
If any other areas would 
like to get involved con-
tact Declan on declan@
mdrc.ie or 9153736.
Milford United
 Milford United senior 
team will travel to neigh-
bours Cranford FC on 
Sunday 13th March in 
the Donegal League with 
a 1.00pm kick off time. 
Support welcome. 
Golf Society
 The Hi-da-way Golf So-
ciety next outing will take 
place on Saturday 19th 
March at the Sandy Hills 
Links, Rosapenna. The 
society will host a week-
end away on the weekend 
13th and 14th May.
Milford Dancing
 It was really good to get 
back to the dancing last 
week in the hall and   a 
great time was had by all. 
Dancing will continue 
every Thursday at 8pm, 
including St. Patrick’s 
Night. Suffice it to say, we 
can only get better. Price 
is €5 including refresh-
ments. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul 
will resume this Monday 
the 14th of March in the 
Mulroy Woods Hotel, 
Milford. Starting at 8pm 

for an hour and a half Paul will teach you how to 
Jive, Waltz, Quick Step, Foxtrot and of course Line 
Dancing. Beginners are welcome as well as all lev-
els of dancing and there are no partners needed.

Workers for Jesus  
By Olive Borland 

 As workers together for Jesus 
Let us labour till setting sun 
Jesus himself said, “Labour,  
The latter days have already begun.” 
 
He says, “The fields are ripe unto 
harvest,  
but the labourers they are few.” 
If you my friend love the Saviour 
Then He has a job for you. 
 

There is no unemployment with Je-
sus 
There is plenty of work to do 
Just let Him know you are available 
He will have a job that will suit you. 
 
We do not need to be learned 
We only need to know 
The love of Jesus Christ within 
Then His Spirit will overflow.             
   

Milford man, Brendan 
Boyce was 26th over 35k 
at the World Race Walk-
ing Championships in the 
early hours of Saturday.

 In Muscat, Oman, the 
Finn Valley AC man fin-
ished in 2:44:25, a sea-
son’s best in the distance. 
Boyce’s favoured 50k dis-
tance has been dropped 
by the IOC and he now 
goes over 35k.
Sweden’s Perseus Karl-
strom, a training partner 
of Boyce under the tute-
lage of former world gold 
medalist Rob Heffernan, 
won the 35k event. Karl-

stom won in 2:356:14, fol-
lowed by Spaniard Alvaro 
Martin, who came home 
in 2:36:54, Muguel Angel 
Lopez, also from Spain, 
was third in 2:37:27.
On his debut over the dis-
tance in December, Boyce 
finished second at the Na-
tional Senior 35k, crossing 
the line in 2:32:49 - a time 
that secured his qualifica-
tion for the World Cham-
pionships.
 Boyce finished tenth in the 
50k race walk at the Olym-
pic Games in August, in a 
time of 3:53:40 and was 
sixth at the 2019 World 
Championships in Doha.
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Spot Prizes 

Light Refreshments 
Served
Anyone 
attending the 

Thursday evening 
Supper Club in the 
Mulroy Woods Hotel 
gets FREE Entry to 
the Social Dancing

 

   Paul McCahill & Johnny Haughey;         Carmel;                 The Fanadian

Social Dancing
Every Thursday from 8.30 to 10.30pm
Thurs. 10th -  Pat McKenna & Glenshane Country 
Thurs. 17th -  St. Patrick’s Night Special 
  with Paul McCahill and Johnny Haughey
Thurs. 24th -  Carmel & Glenside Country
Thurs. 31st -  The Fanadian & Tory Sound

Pat McKenna

Come join 
Swilly Mulroy Credit Union

as a volunteer
We'd love to have you on board

For more information 
Call 074 9150188 

Text or WhatsApp 087 2284633
E-mail bod@swillymulroycu.ie
or send a direct message on

Facebook or Instagram
 

MacManus commends work of 
Fanad Lighthouse committee

 

Pupils from Kerrykeel National School who made their Confirmation on Saturday in Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kerrykeel with Master 
Eunan Gallagher and Fr. Stephen Gorman CC, Milford. Photo by Martin Fleming.

Sinn Féin MEP Chris MacManus has 
commended Forbairt Fhánada Teor-
anta, the voluntary local committee 
running Fanad Lighthouse, for their 
work in attracting tourism to the lo-
cal area. The Midlands Northwest 
MEP was speaking after meeting 
with Lighthouse Manager, Eimear Ní 
Mhathúna, on a recent visit to Fanad.
  MEP MacManus said “I was de-
lighted to visit Eimear and the team 
at Fanad Lighthouse recently. The 
lighthouse is based in a stunning lo-
cation on the Fanad peninsula with 
outstanding natural beauty and it is 
easy to see why it has become such a 
popular destination for tourists.”
  “The lighthouse first opened as a 
tourist attraction in 2016 and is a 
not-for-profit social enterprise run 
by local voluntary committee, For-
bairt Fhánada Teoranta. I want to 
commend the committee for show-
ing wonderful initiative to develop 
the lighthouse into such a fantastic 

attraction.”
 “The development has brought enor-
mous benefits to the local area in 
terms of tourism and economic de-
velopment. It has provided a boost 
to employment in the local area with 
the employment of guides and other 
staff at the lighthouse itself and also 
through spin-off benefits for other 
local businesses, particularly in the 
hospitality sector.”
  “The Lighthouse also demonstrates 
the success of the Wild Atlantic Way, 
which has been extremely positive for 
rural communities across the West of 
Ireland since it was launched, bring-
ing tourists into areas that hadn’t 
seen visitors for many years. I want to 
thank Eimear and her team for hav-
ing me at the Lighthouse and I wish 
them continued success.” 

Below - Chris MacManus pictured at Fa-
nad Lighthouse with Eimear Ní Mhathú-
na.

Swilly Mulroy Credit Union 
Call For Volunteers

At the heart of every credit union is its volun-
teers. The Board of Directors is drawn from 
members who have the skills and knowledge 
to lead and manage the credit union. They give 
freely of their time to develop and enhance the 
services of their credit union. 

Swilly Mulroy Credit Union is seeking appli-
cants for volunteer roles on various committees 
including the Board of Directors.
 If you feel you have skills which would benefit 
the Credit Union and would be able to commit 
some of your time, please get in touch with us. 
Ongoing training and induction will be provid-
ed. 
You must live within our common bond i.e., 
the Milford electoral area (Rathmullan, Ray, 
Glenalla, Glenvar, Kerrykeel, Milford, Fanad). 

An individual can develop both personally and 
professionally by volunteering.
 
The benefits of Credit Union 
volunteering include:

Gaining skills and experience with a profes-
sional financial service provider 
Education and training 
Personal development
Meet new people from the community
Give something back to the community

If you would like more information, please get 
in touch! Call the office on 074 9150188, PM on 
Facebook or Instagram, email bod@swillymul-
roycu.ie, Text or WhatsApp 087 2284633

Mulroy Hoops are reaching the end of another 
season. A season where even the week to week 
running of the club was uncertain, would we have 
training next week, would we have coaches, would 
we have kids and even when games got under way 
the parents could not see what was happening and 
only the social media kept us up to date with scores 
and results and here now after a long autumn and 
winter of travelling the length and breadth of Don-
egal and Sligo we finally have a few certainties, our 
U12 girls are U12 NWAB League Winners, our 
U14 girls are NWAB Div1 Play Off Winners and 
our U16 girls are U16 NWAB League Winners and 
that means that in a few weeks time we will send 
two teams to the U14 and U16 AICCS, basketball’s 
All Ireland Club Championships. 
 For years now the defensive and attacking strate-
gies of Basketball have been increasingly influenc-
ing the top teams of GAA such as Kerry and Dub-
lin, the fitness and access to winter training have 
become crucial even for club teams that want to 
take the next step and our girls even from a young 
age are increasingly playing GAA and soccer at 
county level. 
 Our boys have also achieved success in North 
West teams winning the highest ever position for 
the region in the BIPPS Basketball Ireland Post 

Primary Schools competitions and for the first 
time playing in The Ulster Squad and getting tri-
als for the Irish Squad. For some of the boys 2020 
was to be their year at the AICCS, years of training 
and playing together was finally coming to fruition 
and on a weekend in March 2020 they were confi-
dent that they’d finally get their chance. Instead the 
curtains came down on their dreams and by the 
time they lifted those boys were too old to compete 
at the AICCs. Far from allowing that to dampen 
their spirits however they continue to play, some at 
National league level, some taking coaching cours-
es and helping us now at Mulroy Hoops to begin 
training the next generation of players. 
 Whatever happens in a few weeks at the AICCS for 
us at Mulroy Hoops the season has already been a 
resounding success. We are already looking to next 
year, we have more young players than ever and we 
want to give them the opportunity to follow our 
current teams and behind the scenes we’ve become 
one of the first clubs to achieve a Gold Club Mark 
for Standards for Basketball Ireland and we want 
parents to take a greater part in that success. We 
have a place for everyone in the club however little 
or however much time you can afford. It might be 
as little as offering a lift to a coach or as parents 
have already done it might be as an assistant to a 

coach or becoming a coach yourself. We have pro-
vided Basketball Ireland coaching courses at Intro 
and level 1 and we continue to try to develop our 
coaching including partnering with LYIT to offer 
experience for students there. 
Our wonderful coaches that are going to the All 
Irelands all began the year with the same goal of 
offering the kids a chance to have fun playing bas-
ketball. 
 We have put increasing efforts into achieving 
funding from Sports Ireland and through our 
sponsors MOWI and Martin Conservatories and 
in partnership with Ray Community Centre we’ve 
invested in new equipment and upgrading facili-

ties and that work is paying off.
 A recent quiz at McGinleys in Kerrykeel was 
wonderfully supported raising €800 to help to-
wards sending our teams to the All Ireland’s and 
we need to raise more now to allow the girls to 
make the most of the opportunity. 
We’re proud of being the first team from the 
North West to win an All Ireland and we’re even 
more proud to be sending two teams back to Dub-
lin after such a challenging couple of years and in 
a couple of weeks with the help of the community 
we’ll be proud to welcome them back as if there 
is ever a certainty in these difficult times it’s that 
they’re all already winners in our eyes.

 A warm welcome awaits your arrival at the Mul-
roy Woods Hotel, with everything you require in 
comfort and style coupled with a special charm and 
cosy mood to make you feel right at home when 
visit. 
 To celebrate the opening of restrictions the Mul-
roy Woods Hotel are offering a March Madness 
Sunday Lunch offer of 4 Course Carvery Lunch 
for €19.95 and kids under 3 are free. Also Kids 
entertainment is provided in the Hotel so parents 
can eat their lunch in peace.  The popular Thursday 
Night Supper Club continues every Thursday with 
Free entry to the Social Dancing and this week the 

music is by Pat McShane and Glenside Country.
 There is live music on Saturday nights and this 
week its Brian Kerrigan with €2,400 to be won on 
the Take Your Pick.
 Food is served daily with Breakfast from 7.30am 
– 12noon, followed with lunch from 12.30-3pm 
and the evening menu is available from 3-9pm. 
Thursday night Supper Club is served from 6-9pm 
and Sunday lunch served from 12.30 – 4pm. Com-
munion and Confirmation Meals are available at 
€24.95. Visit the Mulroy Woods Hotel for that 
unique dining experience and for further enquiries 
and bookings contact reception at 074 91 53313.

Mulroy Hoops U16 Girls NWAB League Winners.

A season to remember for Mulroy Hoops

Mulroy Hoops U12 Girls the NWAB League Winners.

The Mulroy Hoops U14 girls who were the NWAB Girls Div1 Play Off Winners.

All entries line 

up at Kerrykeel 

National School 

from 2pm

Tea Afterwards in the Old 
School Community Centre

Contact Deirdre on
 087 248 0897 or 

Ciaran 086 837 5812

March madness continues 
at Mulroy Woods Hotel

Seachtain 
na Gaeilge 
i bhFánaid

Aoine 11/03/22 
Comórtas Ealaíne 
na scoileanna
Aoine 11/03/22 
Tráth na gCeist 
Lóiste Fhánada 9i.n.
Satharn 12/03/22 
Ceardlann ‘Jump-
ing Clay’ do pháistí 
4-11.
€3 ar pháiste, €5 
do bheirt, €7 do 
theaghlach Halla 
Fán a’ Bhualtaigh 3 
i.n. – 5 i.n.
Luan 14/03/22 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
Halla Fán a’ Bhual-
taigh 5 i.n.
Céadaoin 16/03/22 
Buaiteoirí an 
chomórtais ealaíne 
a fhógairt
Céadaoin 16/03/22 
Oíche Cheoil – saor-
chead isteach- fáilte 
roimh achan duine
Lóiste Fhánada 8:30 
i.n.
Déardaoin 17/03/22 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
ag Aifreann 11rn 
Fán a’ Bhualtaigh 
11r.n.
Beidh turas Gaeilge 
ar fail ag 1.00 i.n. 
gach lá Céadaoin go 
Domhnach ag Teach 
Solais Fhánada.
Tuilleadh eolais ar 
fáil ar 086 357 8503. 
Bígí Linn – An 
Ghaeilge – is leatsa 
í!



 Remembering the people that had 
the vision and determination to 
make the Donegal Junior Football 
League happen in late 1971 was 
at the heart of a 50th anniversary 
event at the Diamond Park Head-
quarters on Friday night where FAI 
President Gerry McAnaney un-
veiled a plaque to mark the special 

milestone for the game in the coun-
ty. There have been many changes 
over half a century but the league is 
still strong with 39 teams between 
Saturday and Sunday football. In his 
address Gerry McAnaney said vol-
unteers were the heartbeat of local 
football leagues and he appealed for 
more people to become involved to 

keep the game vibrant 
in Donegal and across 
the country.
He also spoke about 
the growth of women’s 
football demonstrated 
at international lev-
el with the Irish team 
Sky and Cadburys. Mr. 
McAnaney said cele-
brating the 50th an-
niversary was special 
for the Donegal Junior 
League. “I want to con-
gratulate the league for 
the tremendous work 
they have done and 
I know they have big 
plans for the future.” 
The executive decided 
on last weekend to host 
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Centenary of Milford shooting marked
The centenary of a fatal shooting in 
Milford was marked by the Done-
gal County Museum last week. 

By Eamonn McFadden
They detailed that 100 years ago, 
on February 23rd 1922, 26-year-old 
Charles Herbert Burns was fatally 
shot by IRA Private Patrick Con-
nelly in Milford.
This chapter of local history was 
well documented at the time and 
the matter was even raised directly 
with Winston Churchill to find an-
swers about the death of the ex-sol-
dier who fought in the First World 
War in France.
Donegal County Museum shared an 
extract from author Liam Ó Duibhir in 
his book, Donegal in the Civil War that 
stated: “a party of IRA men under the 
command of Commandant James Walsh 
was on patrol at the Milford Fair with 
instructions to stop and search all vehi-
cles entering the town. Three IRA men 
spotted two men going into Alcorn’s gro-
cery shop. The IRA men pursued them, 
entered the shop and ordered the two 
to raise their hands: but one man did 
not obey. The order was given again and 
then a third time but the other man put 
his hand into his coat pocket, drawing a 
weapon and was shot in the stomach by 
Patrick Connelly.” 
They went on to outline that Charles was 
born on 15 November 1895 in Kilmac-
rennan and was the son of grocer Samuel 

Burns and his wife Annie (nee Ruther-
ford).
Burns enlisted in the North Irish Horse 
in late 1913. (later Corps of Hussars). 
He embarked for France on 17th August 
1914,  where he fought at the retreat from 
Mons and at the advance to Aisne. He re-
mained on the Western Front through-
out the war. 
In 1919, after the war, he returned home 
to Kilmacrennan, where he worked for 
his father. 
His death was raised first as question 
on the 8th March 1922 in the House of 
Commons and then again on 15th March 
1922, when the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, Winston Churchill was asked 
“whether he has any information in the 
case of Charles Herbert Burns, who was 
shot dead by the Irish Republican Army 
at Milford, County Donegal; whether he 
is aware that the murder of this ex-soldier 

has been justified on the part 
of the Irish Republican Army 
on the ground that it was by 
lawful authority; and if he can 
say whether any representa-
tions have been made to the 
Provisional Government; and 
whether any arrests have been 
made by their authority in 
connection with this matter?
 The reply is listed as:“Accord-
ing to the evidence given at 
the coroner’s inquest in this 
case, Burns was challenged 
and ordered to put up his 

hands by a picket of the so-called Irish 
Republican Army consisting of four 
men, who were under orders to attend at 
Milford Fair and to hold up and disarm 
all unauthorised persons found in the 
possession of firearms, and when chal-
lenged he put his hand to his pocket and 
drew a revolver, whereupon one of the 
four men fired and wounded him fatally. 
I am not aware that the so-called Irish 
Republican Army has made any state-
ment in the matter; but the coroner’s 
jury, consisting of six Protestants and six 
Catholics, none of whom, I understand, 
is a member of the Irish Republican 
Army, found that the man who fired did 
so in the execution of his duty. In view of 
the peculiar circumstances existing at the 
time and in the area where this unfortu-
nate and regrettable event occurred, and 
in view of the finding of the coroner’s 

jury, His Majesty’s Government 
does not propose to take any fur-
ther action in the matter.”
His inquest was held in Milford on 
the 24th February 1922 with the 
Jury made up of six catholic and six 
protestant members. Evidence was 
heard from IRA Cmdt Walsh and 
Private Connelly along with Thom-
as Wilson who was with Charles 
along with the shop assistant in Al-

corn’s Shop. The inquest also heard 
that there were conflicting accounts 
on the presence of a revolver during 
the incident. 
Charles is buried in the Leiter Pres-
byterian Church Graveyard, Kil-
macrenan. His funeral card, pic-
tured above left, is from the Donegal 
County Museum Collection.

Ukraine Appeal
As the situation worsens in Ukraine, 
their plight has moved the entire 
country to help. Dunfanaghy Youths 
is donating their share of the 50/50 
takings from the St Patrick’s day draw, 
they are also organising a collection 
of emergency supplies that will be 
delivered to Poland. 
Items can be left at the back of St 
Michael’s Chapel, or in Primo, Centra, 
Moores or Revive in Dunfanaghy. 
Alternatively, you can contact Joanne 
Hughes 0877414559 or Bernice Alcorn 
0876704445.

Donegal men in The 
American Civil War
 As the clouds of war continue over 
Eastern Europe, we hear daily of 
Ukrainians returning home to fight 
and defend their country against the 
Russian Despot. However, man has 
taken up arms against man since the 
dawn of time and over 160 years ago 
the USA was embroiled in a bitter civil 
war between the northern and the 

southern states which killed thousands 
of people on both sides and among 
them were many Irishmen who fought 
on both sides including men from 
Donegal. It’s estimated that 200,000 
Irish-born soldiers fought in the 
American Civil War, 180,000 of whom 
fought for the Union.
 Among them was Brigadier-General 
Michael Corcoran from Creeslough 
who was one of the most famed Irish 
leaders of the American Civil War. A 
dedicated Fenian, as Colonel of the 
69th New York State Militia he had 
refused to parade the regiment on the 
visit of the Prince of Wales to New 
York in 1860. Captured at First Bull 
Run, his national fame increased as 
he was held under threat of reciprocal 
execution by the Confederate Govern-
ment.
 Released to great fanfare, he formed 
Corcoran’s Irish Legion, one of only 
two brigade-level ethnic Irish forma-
tions to serve in the American Civil 
War. His brigade was decimated in 
1864, but Corcoran did not live to 

see it. He had died in a fall from 
his horse in late 1863. A young 
Michael Corcoran had served in 
the Revenue Police in his native 
Creeslough, a force that was 
largely charged with clamping 
down on illegal distilling.
In 1839 Joe L. Campbell was born 
into an Ulster-Scots Presbyterian 
family in Drumaboden House 
near Ramelton. 
 Shortly before the war his fam-
ily had left their home to join 
relatives in Tennessee, making 
their home in Franklin. During 
the Civil War Joe enlisted in the 
1st Tennessee Infantry, and was 
severely wounded and captured 
at the Battle of Stones River. He 
was exchanged and promoted to 
Sergeant in time to take part in 
the 1863 Battle of Chickamauga, 
where he carried the regimental 
colours. He was shot in the face 
and killed during the unit’s attack 
of 19th September 1863. A mon-
ument was later erected in his 
memory by his brothers in close 
to where he fell.
In the late summer of 1863 
news arrived in the townland of 
Corcreggan to the home of Ann 
and Thomas McKinley. It brought 
devastating tidings about their 
son James who had emigrated to 
America just four years earlier. 
James had traveled to America 
in 1859, joining others from his 
local area in Pennsylvania. Ini-
tially working in an iron foundry. 
This was a regular destination for 
Donegal emigrants in the mid 
1800’s, many of whom settled in 
Pennsylvania and worked in the 
steel mills of Pittsburgh having 
lived first in cities such as New 
York and Boston.
 James regularly remitted money 
home to his aging parents in 
Corcreggan. In Pittsburgh on 

25th July 1861, he enlisted into 
what became the 62nd Pennsylva-
nia Infantry. Two years later, on 
Gettysburg’s Second Day he was 
involved in the savage fighting 
around the Wheatfield, where he 
received a gunshot wound to the 
right thigh. The following day 
James was taken to a local field 
hospital, where he died on 15th 
July. 

Message in 
a Bottle

 In recent months and years 
there have been a number of 
instances of items washing up on 
our beaches and shorelines after 
traveling often for thousands 
of miles. These include fishing 
buoys, golf balls, small boats 
and even one cargo ship which 
was up on the Cork shoreline a 
couple of years ago. In Donegal 
a number of bottles have washed 
ashore recently including two 
on Magheroarty Beach.  Just last 
Friday a bottle was discovered on 
the beach which had been in the 
water since 2009.
It’s very exciting for anyone who 
finds a message in a bottle as they 
seek to identify who the original 
sender was and if they do track 
the senders down new friendships 
can be formed.
Messages placed in bottles have 
been around since around 315BC 
and over the years they have been 
used to study the ocean cur-
rents, and even to send messages 
looking for help for desperate 
shipwrecked sailors looking for 
rescue in the days before modern 
search and rescue methods were 
established and some have re-
mained at sea for over a hundred 
years before they were found.  Its 
interesting to note that despite all 

the modern ways of communi-
cation people are still taking the 
time to write and place messages 
in bottles and that the excitement 
of those who find them is still the 
same as ever.

Read DL 
launched

 Read DL was launched on World 
Book Day on Thursday. For Read 
DL 2022, schools, organisations, 
and individuals across Donegal 
will be reading Check Mates by 
Stewart Foster. The book is a 
heart-warming tale about a young 
boy who struggles at school and 
explores the challenges of having 
ADHD, relationships and finding 
lessons from unexpected places. 
This year the project has distrib-
uted 3,100 books across Done-
gal and due to unprecedented 
demand had to close registration 
early in December. 

Time to 
spring clean

 The good weather has seen tidy 
towns committees turn their 
thoughts towards the upcoming 
Judging of the competition in the 
coming months. These commit-
tees play a vital part in keeping 
towns and villages tidy and 
already some are busy sprucing 
up their local areas by organising 
clean ups and the painting of old 
buildings.  
As well as doing their communi-
ties a great service by their work, 
becoming a member of a local 
tidy towns committee can be very 
beneficial for an individual as 
it can be a good way of meeting 
people and getting exercise whilst 
helping their local communities 
at the same time. 

Volunteers vital as Donegal 
League marks 50 years

League’s eight Chairpersons
 In the 50 year history of the Don-
egal Junior Football League there 
have been eight Chairpersons. The 
late Paddy McFadden who used to 
run a sports shop on Letterkenny’s 
Lower Main Street just below the 
Market Square was the first Chair-
person in 1971 Paddy would have 
been involved with Arcade Athlet-
ic and its successor Bonagee Utd. 
He served for nine years (1971-
1980). The late John McHugh was 
the second Chairperson from 1980 
to 1983. John played and managed 
at Fern Utd and was a stalwart of 
football in the Milford area for five 
decades. 
Killea man Richie Kelly took the 
reins from 1983 for a two-year 
term. Kelly had been involved in 
the plans to bring Finn Harps into 
the League of Ireland in 1969. He 
also had a successful CV as a man-
ager guiding the Donegal Youth 
team to a national title. He had also 
been in charge of Swilly Rovers 
when the Ramelton Club reached 
an FAI Intermediate Cup Final in 
1979. 
Glenea club man Murray Learmont 
took over from Kelly in 1985 for a 
year. He had come from Scotland 
to teach in the secondary school in 
Falcarragh and got involved with 

the Glasherchoo side. Letterkenny 
Rovers club man the late John ‘Go-
rey’ Curran was his successor in 
1986 and served till 1990 the year 
the Republic of Ireland played in 
their first World Cup in Italy. Cur-
ran was a long time administrator 
and was also involved at FAI Junior 
Council level. 
Swilly Rovers legend Joe Duffy be-
came the sixth Chairperson when 
he was elected in 1990. Duffy is the 
second longest serving person in 
that role having served for 12 years 
before stepping down in 2002. He 
was on the first Donegal side to 
claim a national team title when 
Swilly Rovers won the FAI Junior 
Cup in 1962. He was also one of 
the first referees in the county and 
in later years served a long spell as 
Donegal Women’s League Chair-
person being the first to hold the 
position.
 Letterbarrow Celtic Club man 
James McGroary succeeded Duffy 
in 2002 and held the post for eight 
years. His replacement was John 
Joe McCafferty in 2008 and the 
Glenea Utd stalwart continues in 
that post 14 years on making him 
the longest serving Chairperson in 
the history of the Donegal Junior 
Football League. 

The nine Secretaries
 The Donegal Junior Football 
League has had nine Secretaries 
from 1971 with one man Nigel 
Ferry serving two terms in the 
post making a total of ten sepa-
rate terms over the 50 years. The 
late Dick Duffy was the first man 
to hold the post and was there for 
seven years until 1977. Affection-
ately known as ‘The Major’, Dick 
Duffy was also a key man in the 
formation of the Letterkenny & 
District League in the mid-1970s. 
Former Swilly Rovers star Brendan 
Duffy was the Secretary from 1977 
to 1980. Brendan went on to fill 
the same role with the Ulster Sen-
ior League when it was formed in 
1986. 
Three more men sadly no longer 
with us occupied the Secretary’s 
post from 1980 to 1990. The first 
of these were Kilmacrennan men 
Neil Cullen and Hugh Strain who 
would have both played for Fern 

Utd. Neil’s term was for three years 
(1983-1986) before he took a sim-
ilar post with Finn Harps. It was 
also a three-year stint for Hugh 
(1983-1986). Paddy McFadden, the 
only person to serve as both Chair-
man and Secretary took over in 
1986 for a four-year term to 1990. 
His successor Dessie Kelly was to 
become the longest serving Secre-
tary and was 14 years in the post 
when he stepped down in 2004. 
Glenea club man Nigel Ferry took 
over in 2004 for six years. Christina 
O’Donnell, the only woman Secre-
tary took on the role in 2010 and 
served four years before handing 
on the baton to Bonagee Utd club 
man Jimmy Haughey who carried 
out the duties over a six-year peri-
od from 2014 to 2020. Nigel Ferry 
is the current secretary with two 
years done. He is the only person 
in the 50-year history to have been 
Secretary twice.   

the anniversary event as it was exactly 50 years to 
the date of the playing of the first ever round of 
league fixtures at the beginning of March 1972. The 
league had actually been formed in December 1971 
but obviously it took a while to get everything in 
place to get the competition started.
Terry Leyden is one of the longest serving Junior 
League committee members in the country. Now 
45 years with the Donegal League the retired army 
recalled how it all started for him coming up to the 
Rockhill Barracks in 1969. There was a big interest 
in football and Rockhill was in the first league two 
years later and had their own pitch on the avenue 
going up to the barracks. They also had a team out 
of the Lifford Barracks called Prior Utd. 
Many men came from the Midlands and West to 
feature on the teams. Rockhill had so fine football-
ers  in the likes of Jesse Purtill and Bunty Flanagan 
others like Georgie Gethins and Seamus ‘Kipper’ 
Lynch played with Lifford Celtic. Arguably the most 
successful player to come out of the army ranks was 
Kenny Harkin who moved onto the Ulster Senior 
League in 1986 starring with Fanad Utd and also 
had a spell with Finn Harps. Another big highlight 
for Terry Leyden was Donegal winning their only 
Oscar Traynor Cup in 1983 and doing it at Finn 
Park into the bargain. 
Richie Kelly was the manager and went all the way 
to penalties against AUL. It had ended 2-2 at the end 
of extra-time. Liam McLaughlin (Swilly Rovers) 
and Johnny Kelly (Fanad Utd) had struck equal-
isers during normal time. AUL missed a penalty 
and Donegal keeper Bernard Dowds saved another 
before Gweedore Celtic’s Doalty Sweeney converted 
the winning spot-kick.  
Bernard Dowds (Donegal Town); Phil Durning 
(Swilly Rovers), Hughie Rua Gallagher (Gweedore 
Celtic), Donnchadh MacNiallais (Gweedore Celt-
ic), Liam Sweeney (Keadue Rovers); Gerry Coyle 
(Gweedore Celtic), Patsy McGlanaghy (Dunkineely 
Celtic), Liam McLaughlin (Swilly Rovers); Doalty 
Sweeney (Gweedore Celtic), Johnny Kelly (Fanad 
United), Pat Doohan (Gweedore Celtic). Subs: Don-
al McGee (Gweedore Celtic), Packie Boyle (Keadue 
Rovers), Declan McAteer (Rathmullan Celtic), De-
clan Bonner (Leitir United), Lochlainn O’Rourke 
(St Catherine’s), Owen Harkin (Gweedore Celtic).
Donegal won back-to-back national youth titles in 
1978 and 1979 producing a string of players that 
went on to play senior soccer including Packie Bon-
ner who later starred for Glasgow Celtic and the Re-
public of Ireland. They also won the title again un-
der Anthony Gorman in 2003. Those were some of 

the big highs for the Donegal 
Junior League on the nation-
al stage which also included 
Fanad Utd’s remarkable FAI 
Youth Cup title triumph in 
1979. But the primary mis-
sion of the Donegal Junior 
League executive is to pro-
vide football for the grass-
roots and that’s what has 
been delivered over the past 
50 years and will continue 
into the future but as FAI 
President Gerry McAnaney 
said it does require many 
more people to volunteer in 
order to make it something 
attractive so that families 
will their sons and daughters 
to the training sessions and 
the games that flow from 
that. 
On Friday night current Sec-
retary Nigel Ferry who was 
also the MC remembered 
the men who had kept the 
clubs on the road like the last 
Manus McCole from Kea-
due Rovers. Having heard 
it was the 50th anniversary 
Manus’s sister was on phone 
to Nigel to reminisce about 
the good old days when 
Keadue produced some of 
top footballers like Pack-
ie and Denis Bonner, John 
Andy and Neil Bonner and 
later Liam Sweeney. The 
land for the current League 
Headquarters and pitch was 
bought in 1981. In recent 
years a big job was done to 
the pitch and floodlights 
were installed which were 
in use on Friday night for 
the the meeting of Bonagee 
Utd and St. Catherine’s in 
the Brian McCormick Cup 
semi-final.  
Mick Lagan represented the 

Irish Referees Society who have of-
ficials out at 30 matches every week 
and take charge of around 1,000 
matches in a season. The inaugural 
Donegal Junior League season was 
a short one and it saw Lifford Celtic 
being crowned the first champions 
after a 4-2 win over Swilly Rovers 
at Leckview Park in a play-off.  The 
two teams that day - Lifford Celtic: 
Denis Porter, R Casey, Terence Pat-
ton, Danny Burns, Jerry Crossan, V 
Shiels, Hugh White, Jamsie Callan, 
Robbie White, Marty Gormley, T 
White. Swilly Rovers - Thomas Gal-
lagher, Willie McDaid, Peter Kelly, 
Brendan Duffy, Corney Murray, 

Tommy Logan, Kevin Toland, Joe 
Logan, Hugh Diver, Joe Gallagher, 
Danny Cullen.

Fanad Utd won the title the next 
three years. The third success was 
secured at Leckview Park  in a 3-1 
win over Lifford Celtic with Brian 
McIvor, Eamonn McConigley and 
the last James Doherty the scorers. 
The team was Sean McAteer, James 
Duffy, John Kerr, Sean Sweeney, 
John Friel, Tommy Patton, James 
Doherty (RIP), Eamonn McCo-
nigley, John Sweeney (RIP), Brian 
McIvor, Aidan Kelly (RIP). Subs: Fr. 
Kieran McAteer, Seamus Vaughan. 

Jimmy Haughey, Paul McDaid and James Duffy

Stevie Coll and Danny Cullen

Secretary Nigel Ferry with FAI President Gerry McAnaney who unveiled the 
commemorative plaque to mark 50 years of the Donegal Junior Football League 
on Friday night.  

FAI President Gerry McAnaney with Terry Leyden, Christina O’Donnell and Declan Sherlock. Back from 
left - Jimmy Haughey, Hughie Walsh, John Lafferty and Nigel Ferry

Swilly Rovers men Jamie Lee Blaney, John Diver and Edward Diver. 

Over 560 LUH diabetic review appointments overdue - Saolta CEO
A total of 563 diabetic patients whose review appointments with Con-
sultants at Letterkenny University Hospital are now overdue, accord-
ing to figures received by a Letterkenny area councilor.
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle attended the Regional Health Forum West on 
February 22nd and asked how many diabetic patients are currently 
awaiting review appointments? He also asked the forum how many 
Adult Endocrinologists are now in situ at LUH, has adult care for dia-
betes evolved to include Pump Starts at LUH and how often do adults 
with Pumps get review appointments?
The response from Tony Canavan, CEO, Saolta University Health Care 

Group, outlined that delayed appointments are now being rescheduled.
He replied: “Letterkenny University Hospital has approval for 2.0 WTE 
(whole time equivalent) Consultant Physicians in Endocrinology. At 
present 1.0 WTE is filled on a permanent basis with 1.0 WTE filled 
on a locum basis. The permanent post has been advertised on several 
occasions with no successful candidate secured. The hospital is con-
tinuing to work with the Public Appointments Service to re-advertise 
yet again in the coming months. There are 563 patients whose review 
appointments with Consultants are now overdue. These patients will 
receive appointments for clinics as outpatient activity continues to be 

reinstated post-Covid and initiatives to address the backlog of activity 
which has built up over the last 2 years are undertaken. In addition 
there are 659 patients with review appointments already scheduled for 
2022 as part of their normal care pathway. This number will increase as 
new patients are given appointments at clinically appropriate intervals 
and these can range from 3 to 6 months, 12 months or longer. 47 adults 
attend the infusion pump clinic and they are reviewed every 6 months 
or more frequently if required.”
Cllr McMonagle was also told that a fulltime Podiatrist will return to 
their post in LUH on March 7th.
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Groups enjoying the Downings GAA Club dinner dance in the Downings Bay Hotel on Saturday night.

Wanted to purchase
Coastal Wallstead or Site 

with access to water or shoreline in the Creeslough, Carrigart, Downings, 
Fanad, Rathmullan, Portsalon and Dunfanaghy areas

All considered 
Instant payment and discresson assured

Further details of old run down house also considered
Please contact 089 9528844 for full details

Colleges title for Mollie Page

Pupils from Kilmacrennan National School who were confirmed on Friday last in St Columbas Church, Kilmacrennan pictured with their teacher Mel O’Donnell.

Kilmacrennan 
Clean Up

 Kilmacrennan Tidy Towns are having their 
second clean up day on this Saturday the 12th 
March. Please assemble at the Chapel car 
park at 9am. Pickers, gloves and bags will be 
provided. The area for clean up is the Cottain 
Road.

  Former Kilmacrennan Celtic player Mollie Page 
(far right) was a member of the NUI Galway side that 
won the WSCAI Premier Division last Thursday. Mol-
lie featured in central defense for NUI who won on 
penalties after the final had ended 1-1 at the end of 
extra-time. Both goals come during normal time. 

 It was a dramatic finale with the NUI keeper saving 
the fifth penalty before the Galway player converted 
their final spot-kick to set the scene for some great 
celebrations. Mollie Page starred with Kilmacrennan 
Celtic before graduating to the Donegal Women’s 
League the U17 and U19 National League teams.

Mickey Doherty after receiving the Downings GAA Club Hall of Fame Award at the Club’s annual dinner dance 
in the Donwings Bay Hotel on Saturday night pictured with some of his family.



 In Ukraine, 
the the horror 
and disbelief 
isetched on 
faces as they 
trudge along 
on a tidal wave 
of emotion in 
convoys to bor-
ders where they 
will be safe and 
given shelter. It 
should be a les-
son that history 
repeats itself if 
left unchecked. 
The condem-
nation of Rus-
sia from the 
high-heavens 
by the western 
world is under-
standable and 
justified. Every-
one deserves to 
have an opin-
ion even if it’s 
based partly on 
half-truths.
Living in the 
‘West’, we tend 
to believe with-
out question 
the informa-
tion via news 
or media chan-
nels. However 
this is anoth-
er reality that 
deserves air-
ing, and that’s the role of NATO. 
They’ve embarked on wars where 
many died as the result of indis-
criminate bombings, as was the 
case in Iraq and Libya. 
The war now raging could end 
with catastrophic circumstances, 
if western allies engage directly on 
the Ukrainian side. NATO cannot 
take the high moral ground, as 
there has been ongoing and need-
less provocation of Russia for many 
years. 
 One of the most important players 
involved in the Irish peace process, 
former president Bill Clinton’ along 
with his administration invited for-
mer Warsaw pact countries to join 
NATO. This annoyed the Russian 
president of the time Boris Yeltsin 
and added fuel to a fire that was 
almost extinct, with the disband-
ment of the Warsaw Pact. 
If NATO had done the same in-
stead of encroaching and almost 
encircling Russia with their ideal-
istic expansionist plans, would we 
be in the dire plight that we’re in 
today? I think not. 
With them sitting on Russia’s bor-
ders, it created distrust and a fear 
that the western allies had no in-
tension of stopping their march 
into Soviet proclaimed territory. 
President Putin warned of these 
intrusions into their security zone 
in 2007 at the annual Munich secu-
rity conference, but these warnings 
went unheeded. 
Under President Barrack Obama’s 
leadership and disastrous foreign 
policy, they carried on regardless 
by getting involved in Ukraine’s 
internal politics when the Russian 
leaning president got turned out, 
and replaced by a western leaning 
one instead. 
 In his attempt to become some-
thing of a world leader in vocal 
condemnation of Russia, The Tao-
iseach Michael Martin seems to 
suffer amnesia when it comes to 
his own doorstep. Only a number 
of weeks ago he along with a con-
tingent travelled to Derry for the 

fiftieth anniversary of  “Bloody 
Sunday 1972.
Was there a Michael Collins mo-
ment of shouting for justice from 
the back of a lorry on what took 
place on the streets of Derry fifty 
years ago? Or did the Taoiseach call 
out Boris Johnson over the Bally-
murphy massacre or Eddie Fuller-
ton’s murder? Oh no it was all hush, 
hush whispering apologies for their 
hurt and bereavement, before scur-
rying off, only breathing a sigh of 
relief once he reached Monaghan.
 Charity begins at home, especial-
ly when you have no influence 
over these tragic events happening 
3,306.8 km from these shores. 
It’s strange how many of those voic-
es within the Dail are calling for the 
arming of civilians in the Ukraini-
an conflict. And speaking of brav-
ery as men women and teenagers 
make petrol bombs to use against 
an army that’s not wanted on their 
streets. Yet those same voices have 
the temerity to describe the people 
who used those same tactics on the 
streets of Ballymurphy, Creggan or 
Carrickmore as Terrorists!
 It truly does leave a lot of unan-
swered questions of why it’s brave 
for some and cowardly for others. 
Michael Martin, Leo Varadkar and 
Simon Coveney are being urged 
to send a courier with a few odds 
and ends from the armoury in the 
Curragh camp to Ukraine. If it did 
happen, it wouldn’t be the first time 
that bits and pieces from that ar-
moury made its way into the hands 
of freedom fighters.
 I thought it was better to talk rath-
er than go to war. Even to this day, 
barbs and daggers are being flung 
across the Dail floor in relation to 
people who in the past made pet-
rol bombs and used guns to defend 
their besieged communities. 
They streamed with their belong-
ings into Donegal and Monaghan 
seeking safety and shelter, while 
urging others to do just that in a 
far-off land is hypocritical in the 
extreme.

James Woods, Gortahork
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Ireland’s proud 
response for Ukraine

There never can be any rationale or reason for the demonic mindset of Putin and no 
amount of posturing about NATO or errors of judgement by the USA can be used as an 

excuse for the invasion of Ukraine. Democracy has been rocked to its core by the actions of 
Putin and our support is vital in providing help and humanitarian aid because this is the 

worst conflict and the biggest displacement of people since the nineteen forties.
The Tirconaill Tribune is published by 

Shanagh Publications Ltd., Milford, Co. Donegal.

The outpouring of generosity and 
support of the Irish nation left 
our country standing proud when 
Friday’s Late Show recorded a 
figure of €2.2 million donated for 
the people of Ukraine within less 
than two hours. It is something very 
special and it reflects our spirit of 
giving: of generosity and sympathy 
to a country almost three thousand 
kilometres from our shores.
This is Ireland with a huge heart-
beat of giving donations and a 
legacy of fundraising and with the 
government having already donated 
€10 million inside eight days this 
country is playing a sterling role in 
doing what we do best… helping 
out in war torn countries and never 
was that money more needed as 
bombs continue to rain down on 
Ukraine, delivering murder, disas-
ter and terror be a demonic leader. 
And there is no real knowing where 
he will stop if his own army does 
to step in and put an end to the 
invasion.
There never can be any rationale or 
reason for the demonic mindset of 
Putin and no amount of posturing 
about NATO or errors of judge-
ment by the USA can be used as an 
excuse for the invasion of Ukraine.
Democracy has been rocked to its 
core by the actions of Putin and our 
support is vital in providing help 
and humanitarian aid because this 
is the worst conflict and the biggest 
displacement of people since the 
nineteen forties. 
We are a great people: generous to 
a point and for hundreds of years 
our missionaries have gone out 
around the Globe providing aid: 
offering hope through education, 
health and food and spreading the 
Faith and that might have been in 
Japan, Korea, Nigeria and the great 
African continent where we helped 
staring millions, many displaced by 

atrocities and acts of war.
Now is not a really good time for 
a debate on our neutrality or for 
political grandstanding. Ireland’s 
traditional policy of military 
neutrality characterised by our 
non-participation in any military 
alliance  is a commitment recog-
nised by our European partners 
in the legally-binding protocols 
attached to the Lisbon Treaty. 
The Constitution provides a further 
safeguard on this issue where 
Article 29(4)(9) states, “The State 
shall not adopt a decision taken by 
the European Council to establish 
a common defence pursuant to Ar-
ticle 42 of the Treaty on European 
Union where that common defence 
would include the State”.
Ireland’s military neutrality brings 
with it a deep commitment to inter-
national peace and security which 
the government of the day works 
to achieve through our efforts in 
peacekeeping, conflict-prevention 
and support for human rights - in 
many cases alongside our European 
partners. 
 The invasion of Ukraine has 
changed the world order forever. 
Nowhere is this more evident than 
in Germany where in a space of 24 
hours there was a total reversal of 
their policy towards Russia. Their 
Chancellor, Olaf Scholz only came 
to power in December, but within a 
single day he transformed modern 
Germany’s foreign policy.
During an emergency parliamen-
tary session on Ukraine Chancellor 
Scholz announced an additional 
£84 billion for the German army. 
He went on to announce the kind 
of measures  that would have been 
unthinkable a week earlier, includ-
ing a constitutional commitment to 
Nato’s military spending target of 
2% of GDP. And he confirmed that 
Germany would be sending weap-

ons directly to Ukraine.
Within a few days Vladimir Putin 
has managed to do what Nato 
allies have spent years trying to 
achieve: a massive increase of 
military spending in Germany.
This was, without doubt, arguably 
one of the biggest shifts ever seen 
in Germany’s post-war foreign 
policy.
Before Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, such a militaristic 
stance would have been unac-
ceptable for most Germans.
Traditionally Berlin focuses on 
diplomacy and dialogue, not mil-
itary might, and historically there 
are deep economic and cultural 
links between both countries.
The  political debate about Russia 
has always been diverse with 
many in Germany willing to at 
least attempt to understand Mos-
cow’s view.
But Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has shocked and stunned Ger-
many’s government and public 
opinion has turned hostile to the 
Kremlin.
And the sanctions have seen the 
Russian financial markets go into 
freefall. Never previously has 
the West collaborated in such a 
meaningful way and that will tell, 
perhaps in the short term. The 
united front of western democra-
cy has been amazing in a cohesive 
way in stopping Putin by hitting 
his war chest of €577 billion.
The West has severed trading 
relationships with Russia on a 
scale thought unimaginable. 
That’s because governments 
around the world have taken 
coordinated action with  sanc-
tions to target Russia’s banking 
system, state-controlled com-
panies and powerful oligarchs. 
Under self-imposed restrictions, 
companies in Europe and the US 
have followed suit, with energy 
firms severing corporate ties and 
brands refusing to export their 
consumer goods. 
 Initially the exclusion of Rus-
sian banks from Swift was a last 
resort. But it has happened under 
EU sanctions with seven Russian 
banks excluded from the system.
The EU has moved to ban prom-
inent individuals from travelling 
to and from the EU and frozen 
the assets they hold in the region, 
along with 53 businesses and 
organisations connected to the 
Russian state.
 At least 30 countries have 
banned Russian planes from 
their airspace, deepening Russia’s 
isolation from the world. The US 
has prohibited Russian passen-
ger, cargo and charter flights, 
joining Canada, the EU and the 
UK. Moscow has responded with 
tit-for-tat bans that end the busy 
flow of traffic in the skies.
 Before the ban, 300 flights a 

day left Russia to land or fly 
over the EU, while EU carriers 
landed 50 planes and flew 90 
over the world’s biggest country 
by land area. In a move targeting 
oligarchs, Russian nationals will 
not be able to charter planes to fly 
into the EU or use private jets in 
the UK.
The move will also impose costs 
on western planes bound for Asia 
that will be obliged to make cost-
ly and time-consuming detours 
around Siberia. EU officials esti-
mate an extra four hours could be 
added to a flight from northern 
Europe to an Asian destination.
 And the big brand companies 
are all considering their options: 
Apple has paused their sales in 
Russia while Nike prevented 
Russian customers from buying 
online, joining a growing list of 
companies to distance themselves 
from the country in response to 
its invasion of Ukraine. 
 Carmaker, Ford has suspended 
its commercial van joint venture 
in Russia until further notice. 
It is among several automakers, 
including rival General Motors, 
Jaguar Land Rover and Renault, 
to halt sales and operations in 
Russia in the last few days.
Adidas suspended its partnership 
with the Russian Football Union, 
while major names who’ve joined 
the sanctions include DHL, 
Facebook, Apple, H&M, Disney, 
FedEx, Ikea, DPD and the list 
continues to grow.
 On Friday’s Late Late Show, 
which raised over €3million, 
Micheál Martin announced the 
establishment of a register for 
people to pledge support for 
Ukrainian refugees arriving into 
Ireland.
 The Taoiseach said that he 
believes that Ukraine’s applica-
tion to join the European Union 
should be fast tracked. He said 
that the process is too slow and 
has been a strategic mistake.
Ireland has reacted with aid: with 
experience of their own previous 
generations beyond the Great 
Famine. Our ancestors made 
great and gallant sacrifices for 
our times and we are returning 
that confidence with donations: 
with every parish in the country 
on a huge fundraising campaign 
and congratulations to each and 
every citizen for their spirit of 
generosity as we move onwards 
from the shadows of Covid.
We’ve seen unarmed teenagers 
in Northern Ireland in the recent 
past battle to man the burning 
barricades to stop their commu-
nities being ravaged by an army 
out of control and this point was 
brought home to all of us who 
were lucky enough to be at a 
book launch in Termon on Friday 
night. Nowadays, the Free World 

rightly applauds young Ukranians using Kal-
ashnikov guns to defend their freedom, a very 
recent generation in this country was not so 
lucky. And every time a volunteer lost in battle 
is remembered at lonely spots where they died, 
there is political hell to pay for those daring to 
commemorate those teenagers. Perhaps what is 
being witnessed in Ukraine is a reminder to our 
leaders that lack of political leadership  creates a 
vacuum that has to be filled by other
 Russia is being hit hard by the sanctions: 
however that pales into insignificance when 
compared with the death and destruction being 
visited on Ukraine. People are rightly asking 
if Putin is an evil sent amongst the people of 
the earth as a challenge to mankind to create a 
world where such evil can be confronted and 
removed: but how? There are no clear answers 
and it seems as if the past fortnight has seen 
time stand still as all other nations can only look 
on at the devastation being rained down on a 
country and all world leaders can to is to wait 
and wonder what might happen next. 
These are very difficult, very dark times for 
civilisation and answers to the fear and anxiety 
abroad in our midst are hard to find. We take 
consolation that someone will find an answer. 
Sanctions are all the great nations in the 
western world can offer but there is not much 
else emerging as a solution to bring peace to 
Ukraine.
 The US and Europe  have imposed the most 
crippling and severity of sanctions ever levelled 
against a G20 country. Russia has been treated 
like Iran, North Korea, Venezuela. Russian mon-
ey, until recently so eagerly sought, so politically 
acceptable has been sterilised.
There are no options other than an econom-
ic war that the EU and Nato members have 
launched against Russia is mainly financial, and 
technological, cutting it off from its overseas 
assets, which are now unusable, and preventing 
it from buying all sorts of critical equipment.
 The overseas operations of Russian financial in-
stitutions have been halted with their oligarchs 
under a forensic spotlight, perhaps in the hope 
that they can bring Putin to see that diplomacy 
is the way forward rather than engaging in acts 
of sheer terror.
The Russian financial institutions are now ex-
pelled from the technical mechanisms of global 
capitalism. The consequences have been clear, 
a huge devaluation of the rouble, a doubling of 
interest rates, potential runs on domestic banks, 
and the possibility of inflation. 
Russia, as a State has been financially disarmed, 
externally at least.
However the sanctions are being imposed on an 
incremental basis and this is deliberate. Russia 
can still sell its two main exports for hard cash, 
energy and grain, but that is a measure of the 
strength of the west. It does not want to deprive 
the world economy of supplies at a time of 
rising commodity prices. But who is in charge 
is completely clear, and what expectations are 
also. Foreign investors in Russia are pulling out 
as best they can, like BP and Shell, and cultural 
and sporting bodies are acting to ban Russia. 
The belief that international trade would be so 
good for all, that no sane person would ever 
start a war again has turned out to be an illu-
sion. But there was always another much darker 
side to this coin. It was that if a belligerent na-
tion was sanctioned from international trading, 
the economic and social consequences would be 
so crippling it would be forced to cease fighting. 
Let us hope that the carnage visited on Ukraine 
will end sooner rather than later and that the 
world will be a better place for mankind.

New Podcast uploaded 

every Wednesday online

visit with top class beaches and 
golf courses, including three at the 
Rosapenna Hotel developed by the 
Casey Family and also Portsalon 
golf course.
 He thanked Joan Crawford and 
Siobhan King of Failte Ireland, 
Donegal County Council work-
teams and back up teams; Barney 
McLaughlin and his tourism team, 
those who provided the fund-
ing and the engineers James Kelly 

along with David McElwaine and 
Shane Doohan.
 He thanked the politicians who 
were right behind the idea from 
the start and he had special men-
tion for Joe McHugh, joking that he 
even changed his phone number to 
avoid Paddy! (It didn’t work!)
 He thanked his own committee for 
all their work and said “everything 
I asked from them their delivered 
and without them this would not 

be done”.
 The AGM will be held shortly and he appealed for 
new members to get involved with them.
 “It is now up to us to provide something for visitors 
when they come to area and we need to try and ex-
tend the season from Easter right through to Hallow-
een to realistically make any business viable. If you 
have any tourism related ideas, contact us and we will 
try and help you as much as we can,” he concluded.
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle, deputy mayor of the Letterk-
enny Milford Municipal Area said that the interest 
shown by the elected members here today shows the 
importance of the project. Present were Deputy Joe 
McHugh and Padraig MacLochlainn, Senator Niall 
Blaney, Cllrs. Liam Blaney, Ciaran Brogan, Kevin 
Bradley, Donal Coyle, Donal “Mandy” Kelly and Ian 
McGarvey. 
 “We have many jewels in the tourism crown in Don-
egal and I am delighted that the Mulroy Drive is one 
of them. €80,000 has been invested by Donegal Co 
Council and €160,000 by Failte Ireland.
 I recall the passion and belief shown by the Mulroy 
Drive Group when they made a presentation to the 
Council and this will bring extra football and then 
jobs to the area. Well done to Paddy Logue and his 
team on this significant project,” he concluded.
Deputy Joe McHugh praised the Logue family and 
the Group and Failte Ireland for the initiative and 
said that there is a big demand for local tourism her-
itage in this area. This is a great opportunity for tour-
ism interests and local indiginious business and from 
his research he has found that bookings are strong for 
the summer season.
 Praising Paddy Logue’s great work and power of per-
suasion he said, Paddy has been the catalyst in bring-
ing the various agencies together.
 Deputy Padraig MacLochlainn said that he has had 
some great memories of his visits to dances and func-
tions in Logues of Cranford and said this building is 
an institution.
 He said this is now an exciting point that we have 
got to for this grass roots initiative and he praised the 
various groups for their vision and getting people to 
make it happen. 
“It’s all about keeping people here and creating work 
and jobs for our local population”, he said.
 Senator Niall Blaney said “It’s great to see us all work-
ing in the one direction for a change which is differ-
ent to normal and its great to see those involved at the 
start to be still here today.”
 He recalled chatting to fellow Fanad man Hugh Fri-
el when he was CEO of Failte Ireland and being told 
that the Kerry hotels all started off as small businesses 
making small steps along the way to the success they 
are today.
 There are opportunities here now and we need to 
grasp them and he encourages people to start busi-
nesses such as B&B’s etc.
 Barney McLaughlin of Donegal Tourism said that the 
agencies provided the funding and we in the Council 
are a vehicle to help make it work. An opportunity 
now exists and there are only two ‘offshoots’ of the 
WAW in the country and Mulroy Drive is the only 
one in Donegal.
Joan Crawford from the WAW said that Failte Ireland 
wants people to get off the Wild Atlantic Way route 
and visit other areas. 
“The Mulroy Drive was designed to encourage vis-
itors to explore Mulroy Bay, an area of remarkable 
unspoilt beauty. While there were viewing points in 
existence along the route, together with the Council 
and the Mulroy Drive Tourism Group, we identified 
additional points for interpretation. Today, we un-
veiled five new viewing points alongside five updated 
viewing points, which will enhance the visitor expe-
rience and increase dwell time.   
 Created using stories and imagery from local com-
munities across the region, the theme for the new 
viewing points along the Mulroy Drive is ‘gathering 
the harvest of land and sea’. Constructed from locally 
cut stone, the viewing points aim to encourage vis-
itors to sit and take in the beauty and stories of the 
local area,” she said.
 Also launched was a draw sponsored by the Mulroy 
Drive Group and its a trip for two in September or 
October this year to the area. The Commodore John 
Barry Arts and Cultural Center in Philadelphia will 
benefit from the draw.
 The prize for two people includes return flights from 
America to Dublin with connecting flights to Done-
gal Airport. Seven days car hire, accommodation in 
the Harvey’s Point Hotel, Radisson Hotel, Letterken-
ny and the Rosapenna Hotel Downings, plus local ac-
tivities such as kayaking on Mulroy Bay, pony treak-
ing at Ash Tree stables in Coole, Cranford, bike hire 
in Termon, trip to Donegal Castle, boat trip around 
Donegal Bay and a round of golf at Rosapenna golf 
pavilion - everything for two people.
 The Mulroy Drive will be promoted on www.discov-
erireland.ie and a visitor map outlining the route and 
highlighting the activities and attractions visitors can 
enjoy throughout the region  is available for local 
businesses to use. 

Kevin Logue with Cllr. Gerry McMonagle at the 
launch.

Mary T. Sweeney and Neil Cullen from Aontú at the launch.

May Logue and Bridie McHugh at the launch.

Brigid Wilhare, Hugh Hunter and James Duffy at the launch.

Letter to Editor

Ukraine carnage raises 
many questions

Above - Ordinary civilians making petrol bombs to defend 
their communities against an occupying force, Ukraine 
2022 and below in the 1970s in Belfast.
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Mulroy Drive recognised as looped route off the WAW
 Mulroy Drive was officially recog-
nised as one of the looped routes off 
the Wild Atlantic Way and ten new 
and updated viewing points designed 
to encourage visitors to explore more 
and stay longer around the Mulroy 
Bay were launched on Friday.
   Developed with an investment of 
€160,000 from Fáilte Ireland and 
€80,000 from Donegal County Coun-
cil, the viewing points will bring local 
stories to life and maximise the opti-
mum vantage points along the 38km 
route, which was originally created by 
the Mulroy Drive Tourism Group. 
  Five new viewing points have been 
installed two at  Kerrykeel, Car-
lan South,  Tamney  and  Wood-
quarter  and five existing viewing 
points have been upgraded at  Kin-
drum, Kerrykeel Pier, Milford, Cran-
ford and Devlinreagh.  
 Following the unveiling of one of the 
signs at the layby on the Milford to 
Kerrykeel Road proceedings moved 
to Logues of Cranford for refresh-
ments and speeches. As the photo-
graphs were being taken, Hugh Hunt-

er and some of his Eco Adventure 
Group were on the Bay which was 
so calm it resembled a sheet of glass 
as they were out on their kayaks and 
paddle boards. 
 Some local tourism operations such 
as the Mulroy Woods Hotel, Ripples 
Restaurant, Kerrykeel, The Fanad 
Lighthouse, Mulroy Bay Mussels, 
Feelfree Kayaking and the Donegal 
Car Rally had representatives on hand 
to outline what they had to offer.
 MC for the afternoon Kevin Logue, 
welcomed everyone and said that 
you will always find a warm welcome 
along the Mulroy Drive and your ex-
perience will be second to none.
 Paddy Logue was the person who 
got the Mulroy Drive off the ground 
and he wanted to encourage people to 
veer off the Wild Atlantic Way which 
bypassed the general Mulroy Bay 
area. The WAW takes visitors from 
Ramelton, into Rathmullan onto 
Portsalon and the Fanad Lighthouse, 
over the Fanad Bridge and into Car-
rigart and Downings. Unfortunately 
for businesses in Kerrykeel, Milford 

and Cranford and more 
especially visitors they 
were not being encour-
aged to visit those areas.
 Paddy paid tribute to 
Failte Ireland saying 
that ten years ago when 
Sean Quinn was CEO 
he launched the Mul-
roy Drive and promised 
them that the Drive 
would be added as a sub 
route to the WAW.
 In the meantime alot 
of work has been done 
in finding the viewing 
points, tidying them up 
and erecting historical 
stones for tourists and 
locals as well to explain 
the area.
 He said we have a fan-
tastic tourism destina-
tion in the area to 

At one of the new viewing points at Kerrykeel was from left members of the Mulroy Drive Group - Michael McGinley, Ernest Stewart, David 
Leonard and Siobhan King, Failte Ireland, John McCarron, Joe McHugh TD, Dolores McGee, Michael McBride, Dessie McGettigan, Dan-
ny McGee, Paddy Logue, Chairperson Mulroy Drive Tourism Group, Tommy Logue, Joan Crawford, Failte Ireland, Senator Niall Blaney 
and Barney McLaughlin, Donegal County Council.

Martin McHugh with Eileen McElwee, Margaret Boyce, Angie Gallagher at the launch.At the Donegal Car Rally stand were Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, Seamus McGettigan and Ernest Stewart.

At the launch on the shores of Mulroy Bay were Dolores McGee, Millstone Self Catering Cottages with Cllrs. 
Ciaran Brogan, Donal ‘Mandy’ Kelly and Donal Coyle and Deputy Padriag MacLochlainn. Patricia and Jo from the Mulroy Woods Hotel, Milford at the launch.

Eimear Ní Mhathúna and Cait Fealty from the Fanad Lighthouse with Declan 
Meehan, IRD Milford. Hugh and Brigid Wilhare from Mulroy Bay Mussels.

Danny and Dolores McGee from Millstone Self Catering Cottages with Mark 
McGettigan, Feelfree Kayaking and Ripples Restaurant Kerrykeel.

Where’s 
Shanagh?!

If you can spot Shanagh 
hiding in one of our Adverts this week 

text us on 086 2147088. 
You could win a €50 voucher 
for Whoriskey’s of Ramelton 

She can be hiding in any advert on 
any page....  just txt us your name 

and address and the advert she’s in 
before Monday 14th March at 6pm 

to be in with a chance to win...
This week’s winner was Michelle McKinney, Skreen, 

Kilmacrennan who found Shanagh in the 
Tully Lawnmowers Advert on Page 31 and 

wins a €50 voucher for Whoriskey’s of Ramelton.

Win a€50Voucher

Rinne páistí agus foireann Scoil agus Naíonra Cholmcille, Duibhlinn Riabhach, Carraig Airt, bailiúchán chun na 
ndídeanaithe ón Úcráin ar na mallaibh. Rachaidh an t-iomlán go dtí teorann na Polainne le cuidiú le cuid acu 
sin atá i gcruachás de thairbhe an ionsaithe a rinne an Rúis orthu le tamall anuas. Ba mhaith leis an Scoil agus 
an Naíonra buíochas mór a ghabháil le achan duine a chuidigh ar dhóigh amháin nó ar dhóigh eile.

The pupils and staff of Scoil Cholmcille and Naíonra Cholmcille, Devlinreagh, Carrigart recently undertook a 
collection for the refugees from Ukraine. All supplies collected will be carried by lorry to the Polish border to 
help some of those experiencing hardship as a result of the attack on their country by Russia. Scoil Cholmcille 
and Naíonra Cholmcille would like to thank all those who supported this collection in any way.

Read DL 2022 launches on World Book Day

Work Matters event
  As part of Work Matters at Your Library and Lo-
cal Enterprise Week, Central Library Letterkenny 
will present a free Marketing Workshop with Eve-
lyn McGlynn on this Thursday 10th March from 
6.30pm to 7.30pm. 
Evelyn McGlynn is a trainer, author, and business 
and life coach. She is the Marketing and Commu-
nications Officer with Donegal Women in Busi-

ness Network, and blogger at Donegal Mammy. 
Evelyn will share tips for digital and practical mar-
keting and show how creativity, innovation and 
networking is key to business growth.

 You can book a place for Evelyn’s workshop by 
emailing central@donegallibrary.ie or by phone 
on 074 9124950.

Read DL was launched on World Book Day, March 
3rd, at an outside broadcast with John Breslin’s 
Around the Northwest at Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology. Based on the worldwide ‘One Book, 
One Community’ project, Read DL has grown from 
strength-to-strength in recent years and this year 
boasts its greatest participation numbers to date. 
For Read DL 2022, schools, organisations, and indi-
viduals across Donegal will be reading Check Mates 
by Stewart Foster. 
The book is a heart-warming tale about a young boy 
who struggles at school and explores the challenges 
of having ADHD, relationships and finding lessons 
from unexpected places. 
The author Stewart Foster joined John Breslin live 
on air to talk about the book and his delight at being 
involved in the initiative.
This year Read DL has distributed 3,100 books 
across Donegal and due to unprecedented demand 

had to close registration early in December. 
Anyone interested in participating this year can 
connect with ReadDL on social media and visit 
the website www.readdonegal.com.
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Memoir of ‘Troubles’ launched in Termon
“Many didn’t survive the conflict and others succumbed to the 
passage of time since then. I recall four of us as young friends 

at the end of the 1960s. I was sitting on a wall with three young 
friends in Turf Lodge as we looked to the future. 

I’m the only of the group that has survived the Troubles.”

 A memoir of the Troubles, ‘From Armed Strug-
gle to Academia’ was launched in Donegal on 
Friday night in the Lagoon Lounge in Termon 
and the author, Paddy McMenamin, originally 
from Belfast’s Turf Lodge was back home ‘In 
the Hills’ once more.

 Joining him for the launch was Tirconaill Trib-
une Editor, John McAteer and a full house of 
guests, family, friends of Republican Ireland on a 
night when the audience stood in silent reflection 
in unity with the people of Ukraine in these dark-
est of times since World War 11. 
 Somehow, it was all so appropriate and in keep-
ing with the spirit that Paddy has embraced over 
his life.
Termon has a special place in Paddy’s heart be-
cause his mum, Annie was from this parish and 
his two uncles, John and Mick ran the Mountain 
Bar for a generation.
Paddy has had an eclectic life: from his formative 
school years among a mixed community in Tigers 
Bay to manning the barricades as Belfast burned 
in 1969 when he was but sixteen years of age.
Like so many across the religious divide in what 
was a highly corrosive period in the North, Pad-
dy left school early at fifteen and got a job in a 
bar. The era of Civil Rights in the Province was 
brought home to a wider audience when a pro-
test in Caledon, County Tyrone highlighted the 
injustices of the system. A Catholic mother of 
six was denied a Council house with a 19 years 
old protestant girl being given preference by the 
mandarins at Stormont. That was how the system 
worked since Partition was imposed on this is-
land. And it cannot be forgotten that the Dublin 
Government sat on their hands for half a century 
while the nationalist people of the Six Counties 

were treated as second class citizens.
 Paddy’s school years were ones of innocence and 
he recalls that he was the only one among his 
mates in St. Mary’s Christian Brothers’ Grammar 
School to get the 11-plus. He was the only one of 
the group to pass the examination. His parents 
drove to Termon with the good news, however 
Paddy was not all that interested.
All of these issues came up for discussion on 
Friday night and there were comparisons drawn 
on the role of those on ‘active service’ in the six 
counties during the Troubles and that of young 
Ukrainians with Klasnikovs who are rightfully 
welcomed as heroes by the political system in 
Dublin. Their memories are blinded by their own 
ineptitude and their failure to respond in an ap-
propriate manner and this is eagerly promoted by 
the national media. 
This is manifested and highlighted every time 
a commemoration takes place to honour those 
Irish volunteers. And it has become a lazy excuse 
to throw a political hand grenade at Mary Lou 
McDonald across the floor of the Dail, either by 
Micheál Martin or Leo Varadkar. The contradic-
tions towards republican history has left Dublin 
governments in denial… and there is not a word 
of a lie in that: and the reasons are all too clear!
 Paddy’s life and times now straddle a generation 
and the new book is seen as a story that needs 
to be told in an age of revisionism that there are 
attempts ongoing to cover the reality of the Trou-
bles, as if by some magic potion, people will not 
remember.
 This book of 135,000 words is not an easy read for 
the many who’ve been impacted by the struggle: 
yet, in its truthfulness and in Paddy’s first hand 
account of the unfolding events, there is very little 
evidence of any real political interaction to find 

a solution. Good Friday 
1998 was light years away 
from those summer bat-
tles of 1969. 
 Joining Na Fianna and 
learning to use a gun: 
how to hide it, these 
were the early days of the 
armed struggle. Burn-
tollet Bridge and the rise 
of a young Ian Paisley left 
little room for optimism: 
there was none.
 He said: “From August 
1969 to Easter of 1971 
there was a lull. The Brit-
ish Army came in and 
initially there was not 
much trouble in Nation-
alist areas. After the six 
month honeymoon pe-
riod, the British Army 
were just another weap-
on in the war, along with 

the RUC and the UDR.
The IRA had the split and 
became the Officials and 
the Provisionals. Most of 
my mates joined the Offi-
cial IRA, a few of us went 
with the Provisionals and 
we thought everybody 
would join. However 
when I look back, I sup-
pose it wasn’t for every-
body.”

Joining the 
IRA was 
inevitable
 Paddy took up that nar-
rative in the Lagoon as 
he recounted his early 
involvement with Na 
Fianna: “I went along 
to a meeting with a few 
others. I was asked if I 
could recruit a few more. 
I recruited a lot of my 
football mates and we 
became the local Fianna 
unit. On August 14th, the 
night before the Loyalists 
burnt The Falls, we had a 
weapons training lecture 
and one of the head guys 
told us the British Army 
would be sent in with-
in a couple of days. We 
were out on the streets 
doing all we could. That 
was how it happened in 
August 1969. The Loyal-
ists burnt Cooper Street, 
Bombay Street, Dover 
Street. The IRA was a very 
small group at the time. 

We were manning the barricades, 
so I became involved in the Repub-
lican movement”.
Joining the IRA was inevitable for 
his generation and he says they had 
massive support. “Republicans have 
a tradition going back to the Feni-
ans in the 1860s. When we go into 
gaol, there are two things: One is 
to educate yourself, the other is to 
escape.
“Education and discipline were very 
important. is the other thing. We’d 
be in a cage of 80 people, three huts, 
one hut would be a library. People 
would send us books, and we’d have 

Chairman Mao, Ho Chi Minh, Che 
Guevara, Castro, Michael Collins, 
Tom Barry. 
I’d always loved reading, and I read 
everything. We’d have lectures in 
Irish and world history.

Arrested on New 
Year’s Eve ‘71

  Paddy spoke in depth about life on 
the frontline in Belfast from 1969 
onwards. He was first arrested at 
home on the eve of New Year’s Day 
1971 and that would not have come 
as a shock.

Paddy McMenamin and his partner Mary Molloy with his new book “From Armed Struggle to Academia” in the 
Lagoon Termon with John McAteer, editor of the Tirconaill Tribune who performed the launch.

Paddy McMenamin with Martin Monaghan and Hughie Doherty at the launch of 
his book.

James Woods with Mary Molloy and Paddy McMenamin.

Paddy McMenamin at the launch with Raymond “Gigsy” Shields and Joe Curran, Ballyboes, Falcarragh. Paddy signing copies of his book ‘From Armed Struggle to Academia’ on Friday night.
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 A CD with a difference was launched on Friday night in the Salmon Inn Ramelton. The CD will help 
to raise funds for the Town Band and it features all the regulars from the pub who can stand up and 
sing a song at the drop of a hat. It is unique ..... its very very different and original and there are 
fourteen tracks all for the low low price of €10. PJ Kavanagh of the  Ramelton Town Band is pictured 
with Cllr. Ciaran Brogan Mayor Letterkenny and manager of the Salmon Inn at the launch of the CD. 
Also included are John Kissenger Coyle and Peter Hughes, who produced and engineered the CD 
which was recorded live in the Salmon Inn.     
 

Paddy O’Grady, Falcarragh pictured with his wife Madge and family who has retired as a bus driver 
at Glenveagh National Park at his retirement function on Friday in the Lagoon Lounge, Termon.

A record €6972.87 the result of a recent 12 hour fast by students of Loreto Community School, Milford was divided equally between three Irish charities. A 
representative from each of the Donegal Hospice (Lucy McGettigan), the St. Vincent de Paul Society (Margaret McGettigan) and The Ann Sullivan Foundation 
for Deaf/Blind (Finola Loughrey and Kathleen Deasy) accepted the cheque from Leaving Cert students Karen Boyle and Frances Matson at a special pres-
entation in the school on Thursday last. Also included is a representative group of students with Ms. Mary McGinley, Vice Principal and fast co-ordinators Ms. 
Eileen Doherty and Ms. Sheila Harrison.Tourism and Sports Minister Dr. James McDaid with members of the Termon Women’s Group on a recent visit to the Dail.  

At the first of the Milford Park Development 600 club draws in the IRD office on Monday night were from left, Hugo Duggan, 
Cecelia Coyle, Joe McNulty, Pat Curley, Catherine McCann, Eddie McCleary, Frank McGettigan, Joe McGinley who made 
the draw, Fergus Friel, Jayne Quigg and Bernie McConigley. 

Fishey tales from the Salmon InnNRA grant tumbles 
by 34.3% 

 The National Roads Allocation for Donegal in 
2002 is down by 34.3% on last year and news of 
the funding decrease caused ripples of disbelief 
and anger in some circles at the weekend.  The al-
location is €11.24 million as compared with €17.1 
million a year ago. It was anticipated that there 
would be reductions based on the Exchequer’s 
downturn but as it turned out nobody appeared to 
be ready for such a savage cutback on the thresh-
old of a general election.  As government repre-
sentatives attempt to talk up the funding the 
Opposition parties have predictably hammered 
into what the say is a woeful disregard for the 
problems in county Donegal.  It now emerges that 
not one single project is going to construction this 
year and that includes the Mountain Top section 
of the N56. A leading member of the Illistrin Ac-
tion Group said they had confidently expected de-
livery of ten million pounds. He added they were 
promised that amount to complete the road from 
the Termon junction towards the Mountain Top 
and he was astonished about the whereabouts of 
this funding. A sum of €1.75 million (£1.34 mil-
lion) has now been allocated to this road and the 
Illistrin Group is to meet in private this weekend 
to discuss their next course of action. Last year 
they threatened to run a candidate in the general 
election if there was not enough progress with the 
2002 allocation from the national roads authority. 
It now remains to be seen if the group is satisfied 
with the current allocation. The extent of the 
downturn in funding was clearly underlined dur-
ing the monthly meeting of Letterkenny Town 

Council on Monday evening when the members 
were informed there was no funding forthcoming 
from the NRA for completion of the long running 
saga of the Port Bridge Roundabout.  The County 
Manager said that a sum of half a million pounds 
was needed to have the junction completed and 
open by the scheduled date of June and he vowed 
the works would be completed and the money 
would have to be found from somewhere.  The 
senior roads engineer James Boyle said the Coun-
cil was faced with many problems in relation to 
the lack of money from the NRA and it was an 
issue that would have to addressed urgently. He 
said that Letterkenny was not alone in the lack of 
funding this year and it posed huge problems for 
Donegal Co. Council. The NRA allocations are 
made up of a grant of €8.155 million for improve-
ments and a sum of €3.085 million towards main-
tenance works. The main improvement grants 
include €320,000 for design and planning at the 
Manor roundabout along with €900,000 for the 
Ballyshannon-Bundoran bypass while a sum of 
€630,000 goes towards the Ballybofey-Stranorlar 
bypass. A further €840,000 is given to the Mount-
charles by pass.  In the general Letterkenny area 
the Mountain Top road is allocated €1.75 million 
for planning and design and it is hoped this allo-
cation will bring the route to construction stage 
next year although that has not yet been con-
firmed.  A sum of €100,000 goes to the Prumerica 
roundabout.  In the major maintenance category 
there is a sum of €600,000 for priority works and 
€350,000 for annual resurfacing.   

IFA President in Letterkenny 
 The new IFA President John Dillon will be in Let-
terkenny on next Wednesday evening when he will 
address the AGM of the county executive at the 
Mount Errigal Hotel.   
 It’s his first meeting in the county since the IFA 
election race during which he joined the other 
three candidates for a debate at a county executive 
meeting in November.   
 Dillon failed to gain any substantial foothold 
among this county’s IFA branches and in the elec-

tion race for President he only secured the votes of 
four branches of the 29: these were mainly areas 
affected by sheep headage problems at Fanad: 
Glenswilly-Churchill: Falcarragh-Gortahork and 
in Creeslough-Dunfanaghy.  Dillon is expected to 
outline his strategy for improving farm incomes 
over the next four years and he is also expected to 
deal with the tumbling beef prices which are a 
huge source of concern to the farm community at 
the moment.  

Council meeting calls for action 
on Lurgybrack ‘death trap’ 

 Letterkenny Town 
Council is to consider 
what safety measures 
can be taken at Lurgy-
brack school where 
major concerns have 
arisen over the levels 
and speed of the traffic 
flow on the adjoining 
road. Cllr. Terry McEniff 
had a motion down for 
discussion at Monday 
night’s meeting seeking 
urgent action and he 
said that he feared a 
fatality at the school 
with parents emerging 

onto one of the fastest stretches of 
roadway in the whole county. He was 
unanimously supported on his mo-
tion and while Cllr. Sean Maloney 
questioned the veracity of the motion 
since the area concerned was outside 
the remit of the town council there 
was no doubting the seriousness of 
the problem. It seems that the school 
population is made up some 80% 
with children of families resident in 
the town council area. 
 However Cllr.  Maloney while not 
disputing the content of the motion 
made the  valid point that this matter 
was one for the County Council or 
the Letterkenny electoral area meet-
ing to take on board and attempt to 
find a resolution. McEniff pointed 
out that when they were out canvass-
ing for votes in the Council election 
three years ago this part of Letter-
kenny was covered and promsies 
were made to the community to ad-
dress the problem. Since then the 
road has undergone substantial up-
grading and the upshot of this is that 
traffic is moving at a much faster 
speed especially coming down the 
hill. And the volumes of vehicles has 
increased - alarmingly. Alongside 
this fact is that parents collecting and 
leaving off their children have serious 
difficulties crossing the road.  And 
this fact was underscored by all 
Councillors on Monday night as they 
implored the officials and roads en-
gineers to try and find an immediate 
and safe solution. The situation was 
invariably described as ‘a death trap’ 
and ‘an serious accident waiting to 
happen’. Everyone called for prompt 
action and while none of the Coun-
cillors had an immediate solution 
they were adamant that it was an  im-
perative that safety measures must be 
installed immediately. Measures such 
as markings and flashing amber 
lights denoting a school junction 
have already been put in place  but 
nowadays the climbing section of 
this major road has two two lanes 
making it virtually impossible to 
cross over from the school parking 
lot in any degree of safety. Terry  
McEniff said that twenty years ago 
this was a quiet country location 
until someone put the road down 

past the school. He said there was no 
doubt that a fatality could take place 
there and they could not sit back and 
allow that to happen. Speed of ve-
hicles coming down the road ex-
ceeded eighty miles per hour and 
measures now in place could never 
address the problem. The motion was 
seconded by Cllr. Dessie Larkin who 
said he had no idea how the problem 
could be solved... ‘but solved it must 
be’. He said he had been along with 
engineers who surveyed the situation 
and it was far too serious to ignore 
for  one minute longer. Adding that 
the engineering and safety depart-
ments of the Council had taken all 
steps available to them by way of 
safety and markings it was now ob-
vious that the situation was far too 
serious to leave it alone. He said the 
Council had done everything poss-
ible to find a solution and as far as he 
now could see the road would have 
to be realigned away from the school 
or else they would have to consider 
the prospect of putting in a flyover. 
Victor Fisher and Jim Lynch ex-
pressed sentiments of a similar na-
ture and Jimmy Harte said that 
taking traffic away from the school 
was the only alternative and the only 
solution. Jim Lynch said he had 
children at the school in previous 
years and he was very conscious of 
the problem and apart from leaving 
it to the experts he could not offer 
any other solution but he supported 
any measures that  would add the 
safety of the children and the parents. 
Cllr. Sean Maloney while agreeing 
with the principles and traffic ha-
zards at Lurgybrack said it was im-
portant to remember that the area in 
question was outside of the town 
council boundary and he said it 
would be far more appropriate to 
have the matter discussed at county 
council level. Maloney said discuss-
ing this issue at the town council was 
setting a dangerous precedent and 
several other schools such as Illistrin 
were also right on the edge of town 
but these areas were the responsibil-
ity of the  County Council. The 
Mayor, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan also 
added his voice calling for immediate 
action to address the problem.   

No NRA allocation to complete 
Port Bridge Roundabout  

 The failure of the NRA to provide 
any money for the completion of the 
Port Road Roundabout occupied 
valuable time and energy at the 
monthly meeting of the town council 
in Letterkenny on Monday night.  
The County Manager Michael 
McLoone vowed that the half a mil-
lion pounds needed to complete the 
project on its scheduled completion 
date of June must be and would be 
found.  Maybe his optimism is 
crafted on the notion that an election 
can find a way and a will to source 
monies from government depart-
ments and he emphasised that the 

roundabout would be finished ‘and 
the money would have to be found’.  
Earlier the senior roads engineer 
James Boyle told the meeting of the 
consequences of the downturn in 
NRA funding for national secondary 
roads in Donegal this year.  But in 
fact it was the town gardener David 
Donnelly who gave us the first hint 
of a slowdown or a crisis emerging. 
David was in the Chamber to give a 
detailed account of his plans for 
planting flowers and shrubs across 
the town council area in 2002.  He 
said the Port Road Roundabout was 
a major job since it was the primary 

entrance to town and he 
saw his project being of a 
three years duration 
period. But since there 
were difficulties as a result 
of a lack of funding for the 
completion of works there 
this year he might have to 
alter his plans for planting 
at the bridge for the time 
being. It was almost pass 
the parcel time as the 
press reporters wondered 
what exactly was going 
on. After David’s excellent 
presentation James Boyle 
said that the extent of the 
NRA allocations an-
nounced on last Thursday 
posed difficulties and 
there was no allocation for 
completion of the round-
about at the Port Bridge. 
However he said this 
required an urgent meet-
ing with NRA officials and 
they now had similar 
problems with a number 
of other projects in the 
county. The meeting 
heard members say the lo-
cation was now in such a 
dangerous condition that 
it could not be left in it’s 
current state and later 
Cllr. Dessie Larkin was in-
formed that a sum of 
£100,000 had been reallo-
cated from the Port Bridge 
works to Lifford and Tul-
lyrap on the N14 but he 
said the much more 

Town Gardener reports on successful year  
 David Donnelly Letterkenny town council’s gardener told the monthly 
meeting on Monday night that more emphasis was being placed on more 
colours on the Main Street this year.   He was presenting his annual report 
and he was highly complimented by all the members for his input into the 
developments which has led to a huge improvement in the way Letterkenny 
looks with landscaping and flower arrangements around the council areas.   
Mr. Donnelly said that summer bedding plant production was in the order 
of 35,000 plants and the spring bedding plant production was 25.000 plants.  
He responded to various queries from the members in relation to their areas 
and he emphasised that all broken or damaged trees would be replaced 
throughout the open spaces and restocking of any shrub areas in need of re-
planting would be taking place.  

money had been spent 
at the Bridge than had 
been allocated and the 
transfer of this money 
was not an issue pre-
venting it’s completion 
now.  Earlier the 
meeting was told that 
the bridge was on 
schedule for comple-
tion in June and James 
Boyle dealt with a 
number of queries in 
relation to other roads 

and traffic congestion around the 
town. Terry McEniff calling for some 
action to deal with the traffic chaos 
said it had taken him sixteen minutes 
from accessing the Port Bridge to get 
to the meeting and only a few years ago 
the same journey took less than five 
minutes.  Mr. Boyle also confirmed 
that the CPO for lands adjoining the 
bridge had been processed and the 
matter of compensation was now 
going to arbitration to determine the 
value. Following questions the County 
Manager said the costs of the land pur-
chase would be borne out of the allo-
cations from the NRA. Cllrs. 
complained that many of the traffic 
problems especially at peak times 
arose because of the current difficulties 
at the Port Bridge and the officials were 
urged to find an immediate solution. 
The notion of shoving everything with 
regard to the traffic chaos onto a con-
sultant’s traffic management report 
was not acceptable said Cllr. McEniff 
and he was seeking some solution of a 
more urgent nature. The meeting spent 

quite an amount of time discussing 
how to deal with the four corners on 
the roundabout: is this the only round-
about in Ireland with corners we won-
dered? Cllr. Dessie Larkin described 
the roundabout in an uncompleted 
state as ‘a death trap’ and he wondered 
what exactly the NRA was playing at. 
Mr. Boyle reassured the meeting that 
the Loop Section of the Blaney road 
does not have any funding problems 
and things there would go ahead on 
schedule. He also dealt with several 
other roads issues including the route 
from Dunnes Stores to Sallaghgrane. 
This stuff is, it seems now referred to 
the traffic transportation consultants 
and we must await their report. The 
roads engineer said he did not know of 
any other road at such an advanced 
stage of completion that was not being 
funded. It all sounded absurd and in-
congruous when Mr. Boyle said it 
would actually cost more to shut down 
the current works than it would take to 
have the roundabout completed...roll 
on the election campaign! 

Dumped fridges and freezers seeking a home 
 The problem with discarded 
fridges and freezers around Letter-
kenny was the subject of some chat 
at Monday’s meeting when Sean 
Maloney put down a motion ask-
ing that these unwanted and 
dumped items be collected and 
stored in the council yard. He said 
there were huge numbers of these 
items dumped all over the place 
and he urged the members to back 
his motion. For one horrible mo-
ment it seemed as if he might not 

even find a seconder for his proposal. But 
Jim Lynch came to the rescue...once again.  
Maloney said that space must be provided 
for these since they contained gas, which 
they were obliged to remove and make them 
safe. He said the council yard could accom-
modate them until a proper solution was 
found or else made safe.   Cllr. Dessie Larkin 
among others poured cold water on the Ma-
loney motion. “Its impracticable and such an 
idea will be frowned on by the authorities. 
There is not even one facility in the UK for 
handling this gas and I can’t support this mo-
tion,” added Larkin.  
   

Glencar Residents Group to 
address town council   “Has this Town Council bought the 56 

houses at Glencar Scotch” asked Sean Malo-
ney at Monday night’s meeting. This item 
was discussed for 75 minutes at the previous 
meeting and it seems that in the intervening 
period the matter also came up for dis-
cussion at the Letterkenny electoral area 
meeting. Once again the meeting was at-
tended by four members of the Glencar Resi-
dents Association. The four arrived on the 
presumption that the Council was to hear a 
submission from them but it did not pan out 
that way. 
 One member told the Tribune that the town 
council had already agreed to meet with the 
group at the previous meeting but it was then 
postponed until Monday night last. However 
the agenda did not have that item on the 
agenda.  However this did not deter the four 
representatives from staying at the meeting 
and listening to the debates. Later as the 
meeting ended it was agreed the Glencar 
group would be allowed to make a sub-
mission to the next meeting in April.  

Children onstage in the Ramelton Panto Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs in the Town Hall.
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Three hundred republican prisoners were in-
terned on the former troop ship, the Maidstone 
in Belfast Lough and there were 700 Marines on-
board to stop the men from escaping.
Later in the year, the group was transferred to 
Magillagan prison in Derry and then to the old 
British Airforce site at Long Kesh. This became 
‘The Cages’. And it is said that around 15,000 re-
publican prisoners and 10,000 Loyalists passed 
through the system there.
And it was here in Cage 18 that he got the incli-
nation to write and he became the Editor of the 
‘local’ newsheet. The paper, a dozen of which are 
in Paddy’s possession,  were smuggled out of the 
Kesh and now they have a historical footprint. 
‘An Fuascailteoir’ was the title of the news sheet…
one small step into writing for Paddy long before 
the Tirconaill Tribune first saw the light of day.
 During a brief period back from prison as peace 
talks could take place, Paddy came back to Ter-
mon where his uncles encouraged him to remain 
there. But it was Belfast that kept calling him 
back… It would be a long time before he passed 
the Doon Well again.
Asked on Friday night if he had republican blood 
in his veins he said ‘not a fuckin’ drop. “My par-
ents could not be further away from the politics of 
time. But here we were as young teenagers in 1969 
defending our own community. We had no other 
choice and there was no help from anywhere.”
 

The Cages in Long Kesh
 The front cover of Paddy’s new book has a strik-
ing picture of a door knob: or in Belfast parlance, 
a handle.
‘This,’ he explains, ‘is symbolic. When we burned 
down the cages I spotted the door handle from 
Cage 18 amid the ruins and I smuggled it out. To-
day, it is a reminder of former times as a political 
prisoner.
 He said that while tensions were simmering un-
derneath the surface, nobody wanted violence. It 
had been fifty years since Partition and Dublin 
forgot about us.
And it was while in Long Kesh that he got to know 
Gusty Spence. Through the fences in the exercise 
yard they struck up a relationship which also in-
cluded another loyalist figure, Plum Smith who 
was keen to learn Irish.
 “Maybe if Neil Blaney and Charlie Haughey’s 
plans had worked things might have been differ-
ent. I  think about  the campaign and I give talks 
to young people in NUIG. But within 12 months 
in the late 1960s we were in full scale street re-
sistance and then armed struggle. It’s like Cyprus, 
Gaza where it was always under the surface. In the 
end, when it opened up, there were no other op-
tions,” he told the crowd.
 Out of Long Kesh in 1975, Paddy took stock of 
the political landscape and there were decisions, 
big decisions to be made. Because in 1977 he came 
back to Donegal and a new life would begin.

Free to leave the Provisionals
 Paddy did not see any issues insofar as leaving 
the IRA.
“There was no pressure to remain and I was not 
turning my back on my republican friends. Con-
trary to a myth perpetuated by the media, every-
one that I had known was free to leave the IRA 
and there were no repercussions and there were 
no binding ties.
He remained active in Sinn Féin during the Hun-
ger Strikes of the nineteen eighties but he was not 
really interested in politics.
He would settle back into normality with a young 
family, becoming head barman at the Ballyraine 
Hotel and later in the Milford Inn. And so from 

the cages of Long Kesh in the 1970s it was back to 
work and later to education.
Paddy worked for Kirchoff ’s in Letterkenny man-
ufacturing car components for many years and it 
was while there he considered taking a computer 
course at the Regional College.
Then in 2005 he began studies in NUIG and 
would complete degrees in English and History. 
He then spent an Erasmus year in Malta, com-
pleted  the TEFL course, and for  five summers, 
worked in one of the many language schools on 
the Mediterranean Island.
In 2009 Paddy completed training in Garbal-
ly College, and qualified as a secondary school 
teacher in 2010, before returning to NUIG to 
complete a Masters in History. He worked with 
the State exam commission, and for five years 
marked Junior Cert papers and was a supervisor 
for the Leaving Cert.

And so… to writing
 Paddy has now published three books: ‘From 
Armed Struggle to Academia’ being the most 
challenging. Because this is of an ordinary work-
ing-class youth who became involved in some-
thing extraordinary; a story of armed struggle, 
death, prison ships and prison camps. 
He said on Friday night: “In writing this mem-
oir, I’ve found it to be a story representing those I 
grew up with, those who embraced conflict on the 
streets in the ’70s and the years in Long Kesh; they 
were friends for life with an unbreakable bond.
Many didn’t survive the conflict and others suc-
cumbed to the passage of time since then. I recall 
four of us as young friends at the end of the 1960s.
“I was sitting on a wall with three young friends 
in Turf Lodge as we looked to the future. I’m  the 
only of the group that has survived the Troubles.
Norman Campbell was shot dead by the UFF in 
1972, aged 19, five weeks before he was due to 
marry his Protestant girlfriend. Michael Kearney 
was 33 when in 1987 the father-of-five was killed 
by the IPLO during its feud with the INLA.
Kevin McCracken, my brother-in-law  was shot 
by a British soldier in 1988 while preparing to at-
tack an army patrol.”

An RUC man as a friend
“This is a story which needs to be told, a story 
from the streets and not a revisionist history from 
those who rewrite to suit an agenda,” says Paddy 
with deep conviction.
 He has lived in Galway for many years and he 
was encouraged by his partner, Mary to write the 
book and it’s been an intense journey, a truthful 
story as seen through the eyes of a man who is a 
pacifist and counts a former RUC officer among 
his friends.
 Paddy had a number of close calls while on active 
service in the IRA and again five years ago due to 
health reasons.  
 Five years ago he went through a series of health 
problems: three open heart surgeries in 18 months 
and after surviving them he was diagnosed with a 
brain tumour about six weeks later.
 “This book is a story about life, about how I went 
from armed struggle to academia. It is a personal 
story bringing pathos and powerful recollection 
from an immensely difficult time in our recent 
history”, he says.
Writing for the cover of the memoir, Dr. Conor 
McNamara BA, MA, PhD and Historian-in-Res-
idence, Galway County Council notes: “Paddy’s 
brutally honest account of his time in the IRA 
and the suffocating violence that brutalised his 
community in West Belfast represents a pained 
and deeply personal reflection on the ‘Conflict’ in 
Ireland….

As Paddy concludes, 
the ‘Long War has left 
a legacy of long mem-
ories and long regrets 
and this account adds 
to our understanding of 
what motivated young 
men and women to risk 
their lives embracing 
the republican struggle 
in the midst of a brutal 
conflict.”

 Published by Rivers 
Run Free Press, the 
memoir is available on 
line and at ‘Bookmark’ 
in Letterkenny Shop-
ping Centre.
The Dublin launch of 
the book is at O’Shea’s 
in Temple Bar on this 
Saturday between 
1-4pm.
   

Paddy with Trevor Gorman at the launch.

Cranford Athletes shine at 
Indoor Athletics Champs

A number of Cranford athletes made 
the trip to Athlone IT indoor arena to 
compete last weekend. Saturday got off 
to a great start with Gold medal perfor-
mances and Sunday did not disappoint, 
in total a haul of 6 Ulster titles and gold 
medal performances, 3 silver medals 
and 2 bronze for Cranford AC athletes. 
Saturday events
Oisin Kelly was representing Cranford 
in the U19 800m and 1500m today, 
Oisin had two excellent Gold medal per-
formances on the same day demonstrat-
ing his experience and stamina, great 
racing from Oisin. 
Amy Cullen had a challenging day 
ahead entering 3 of these U16 events, 
Amy had an excellent run in the 200m 
event where she gained her lead in the 
final 50m to earn herself a gold medal 
performance, Amy then lined up for her 
long jump which was a learning expe-
rience of this technical event to ensure 
her mark was accurate. In the final jump 
Amy held her cool head and earned her-
self a silver medal. Amy again had a fab-
ulous performance in the 60m finishing 
in 4th place. Great to see Amy back on 
form after some injury time away from 
the track. 
Caolan McFadden ran an excellent 
800m in a time of 2.07min to gain a well 
deserved Ulster title with this gold med-
al performance. 
Aoife Giles threw the shot in the U 19 
event, Aoife had some great throws to-
day and finished with silver Ulster med-
al, well done Aoife.
Orla Neely was competing in the U18 
shot where Orla gained a respectable 5th 
place and a new new PB of 8m19 today. 
Oisin McBride had a challenging run in 
his U12 600m event where he held his 
place well to gain a well deserved Ulster 
silver medal. 
Teresa Mullen returning from injury 
had a good day today in the U 18 long 
jump and 60m , Teresa had some great 
jumps today and finished with a joint 
3rd place in long jump. 

Sunday events 
On a beautiful Sunday morning 4 Cran-
ford athletes travelled to Athlone IT to 
the superb venue to compete in day two.
Early on the tracks at 10am Miah Fletch-
er ran in the U16 girls 1500m, Miah held 
well with the pack in the first three laps 
but lacked the stamina to stay with the 
pack, Miah managed a good race over-
all.
Caolan McFadden fresh from his 800m 
win on Saturday was ready to chal-
lenge again in his 1500m U16 event. 
Caolan ran a strong race in 4.22 another 
great time and gold medal position for 
Caolan. 
Jerry Coyle made the trip to Athlone to 
compete in the U 14 long jump Jerry had 
some good jumps and after a lengthy 
wait was awarded gold medal position 
in Ulster, another fine performance 
from Jerry.
Jerry was ready for his 60m heat where 
he ran a strong race finishing second in 

his heat and then pulling out all the stops earned a bronze 
Ulster medal in the final.
Lilla Gerwatowska was all warmed up and ready to compete 
in the U13 60m event. Lilla ran well in her heat. Next up 
was long jump with nearly 30 entrants this was a challenging 
event, and then the final race of the day was the u13 600m 
for Lilla, Lilla had a fabulous run where she battled through-
out finishing 4th place in her heat, great running today from 
Lilla. 
 We look forward to seeing Caolan and Oisin in action in the 
All Ireland schools cross country to be held in Mallusk this 
weekend. Training continues each Tuesday and Thursday 
evening in Tramore training ground at 6.30pm, new athletes 
welcome to come and try out a few events including javelin, 
shot, long jump and high jump as well as the track events. 
Thanks to the coaches and parents who travelled to Athlone. 

Jerry Coyle Ulster Champion who got Gold in Long Jump and 
bronze in 60m U13 boys with Eamon Giles, Rosie, Richard, Sa-
rah Coyle.

Aoife Giles who won silver in shot put u19 girls with Grace and 
Shauna Giles.

Oisin Kelly who won Gold in both the 1500m & 800m U19 boys, 
Oisin McBride who won silver in U12 600m and Caolan McFad-
den who also won both 1500m & 800m U16 boys, at the Ulster 
Championships in Athlone last weekend.

Lilla Gerwatowska and  Miah Fletcher who 
competed at the Ulster championships in 
Athlone.

Orla Neely, Teresa Mullen and Amy Cullen who competed at the 
Ulsters. Amy Cullen won Gold in 200m and silver in long jump.
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 A CD with a difference was launched on Friday night in the Salmon Inn Ramelton. The CD will help 
to raise funds for the Town Band and it features all the regulars from the pub who can stand up and 
sing a song at the drop of a hat. It is unique ..... its very very different and original and there are 
fourteen tracks all for the low low price of €10. PJ Kavanagh of the  Ramelton Town Band is pictured 
with Cllr. Ciaran Brogan Mayor Letterkenny and manager of the Salmon Inn at the launch of the CD. 
Also included are John Kissenger Coyle and Peter Hughes, who produced and engineered the CD 
which was recorded live in the Salmon Inn.     
 

Paddy O’Grady, Falcarragh pictured with his wife Madge and family who has retired as a bus driver 
at Glenveagh National Park at his retirement function on Friday in the Lagoon Lounge, Termon.

A record €6972.87 the result of a recent 12 hour fast by students of Loreto Community School, Milford was divided equally between three Irish charities. A 
representative from each of the Donegal Hospice (Lucy McGettigan), the St. Vincent de Paul Society (Margaret McGettigan) and The Ann Sullivan Foundation 
for Deaf/Blind (Finola Loughrey and Kathleen Deasy) accepted the cheque from Leaving Cert students Karen Boyle and Frances Matson at a special pres-
entation in the school on Thursday last. Also included is a representative group of students with Ms. Mary McGinley, Vice Principal and fast co-ordinators Ms. 
Eileen Doherty and Ms. Sheila Harrison.Tourism and Sports Minister Dr. James McDaid with members of the Termon Women’s Group on a recent visit to the Dail.  

At the first of the Milford Park Development 600 club draws in the IRD office on Monday night were from left, Hugo Duggan, 
Cecelia Coyle, Joe McNulty, Pat Curley, Catherine McCann, Eddie McCleary, Frank McGettigan, Joe McGinley who made 
the draw, Fergus Friel, Jayne Quigg and Bernie McConigley. 

Fishey tales from the Salmon InnNRA grant tumbles 
by 34.3% 

 The National Roads Allocation for Donegal in 
2002 is down by 34.3% on last year and news of 
the funding decrease caused ripples of disbelief 
and anger in some circles at the weekend.  The al-
location is €11.24 million as compared with €17.1 
million a year ago. It was anticipated that there 
would be reductions based on the Exchequer’s 
downturn but as it turned out nobody appeared to 
be ready for such a savage cutback on the thresh-
old of a general election.  As government repre-
sentatives attempt to talk up the funding the 
Opposition parties have predictably hammered 
into what the say is a woeful disregard for the 
problems in county Donegal.  It now emerges that 
not one single project is going to construction this 
year and that includes the Mountain Top section 
of the N56. A leading member of the Illistrin Ac-
tion Group said they had confidently expected de-
livery of ten million pounds. He added they were 
promised that amount to complete the road from 
the Termon junction towards the Mountain Top 
and he was astonished about the whereabouts of 
this funding. A sum of €1.75 million (£1.34 mil-
lion) has now been allocated to this road and the 
Illistrin Group is to meet in private this weekend 
to discuss their next course of action. Last year 
they threatened to run a candidate in the general 
election if there was not enough progress with the 
2002 allocation from the national roads authority. 
It now remains to be seen if the group is satisfied 
with the current allocation. The extent of the 
downturn in funding was clearly underlined dur-
ing the monthly meeting of Letterkenny Town 

Council on Monday evening when the members 
were informed there was no funding forthcoming 
from the NRA for completion of the long running 
saga of the Port Bridge Roundabout.  The County 
Manager said that a sum of half a million pounds 
was needed to have the junction completed and 
open by the scheduled date of June and he vowed 
the works would be completed and the money 
would have to be found from somewhere.  The 
senior roads engineer James Boyle said the Coun-
cil was faced with many problems in relation to 
the lack of money from the NRA and it was an 
issue that would have to addressed urgently. He 
said that Letterkenny was not alone in the lack of 
funding this year and it posed huge problems for 
Donegal Co. Council. The NRA allocations are 
made up of a grant of €8.155 million for improve-
ments and a sum of €3.085 million towards main-
tenance works. The main improvement grants 
include €320,000 for design and planning at the 
Manor roundabout along with €900,000 for the 
Ballyshannon-Bundoran bypass while a sum of 
€630,000 goes towards the Ballybofey-Stranorlar 
bypass. A further €840,000 is given to the Mount-
charles by pass.  In the general Letterkenny area 
the Mountain Top road is allocated €1.75 million 
for planning and design and it is hoped this allo-
cation will bring the route to construction stage 
next year although that has not yet been con-
firmed.  A sum of €100,000 goes to the Prumerica 
roundabout.  In the major maintenance category 
there is a sum of €600,000 for priority works and 
€350,000 for annual resurfacing.   

IFA President in Letterkenny 
 The new IFA President John Dillon will be in Let-
terkenny on next Wednesday evening when he will 
address the AGM of the county executive at the 
Mount Errigal Hotel.   
 It’s his first meeting in the county since the IFA 
election race during which he joined the other 
three candidates for a debate at a county executive 
meeting in November.   
 Dillon failed to gain any substantial foothold 
among this county’s IFA branches and in the elec-

tion race for President he only secured the votes of 
four branches of the 29: these were mainly areas 
affected by sheep headage problems at Fanad: 
Glenswilly-Churchill: Falcarragh-Gortahork and 
in Creeslough-Dunfanaghy.  Dillon is expected to 
outline his strategy for improving farm incomes 
over the next four years and he is also expected to 
deal with the tumbling beef prices which are a 
huge source of concern to the farm community at 
the moment.  

Council meeting calls for action 
on Lurgybrack ‘death trap’ 

 Letterkenny Town 
Council is to consider 
what safety measures 
can be taken at Lurgy-
brack school where 
major concerns have 
arisen over the levels 
and speed of the traffic 
flow on the adjoining 
road. Cllr. Terry McEniff 
had a motion down for 
discussion at Monday 
night’s meeting seeking 
urgent action and he 
said that he feared a 
fatality at the school 
with parents emerging 

onto one of the fastest stretches of 
roadway in the whole county. He was 
unanimously supported on his mo-
tion and while Cllr. Sean Maloney 
questioned the veracity of the motion 
since the area concerned was outside 
the remit of the town council there 
was no doubting the seriousness of 
the problem. It seems that the school 
population is made up some 80% 
with children of families resident in 
the town council area. 
 However Cllr.  Maloney while not 
disputing the content of the motion 
made the  valid point that this matter 
was one for the County Council or 
the Letterkenny electoral area meet-
ing to take on board and attempt to 
find a resolution. McEniff pointed 
out that when they were out canvass-
ing for votes in the Council election 
three years ago this part of Letter-
kenny was covered and promsies 
were made to the community to ad-
dress the problem. Since then the 
road has undergone substantial up-
grading and the upshot of this is that 
traffic is moving at a much faster 
speed especially coming down the 
hill. And the volumes of vehicles has 
increased - alarmingly. Alongside 
this fact is that parents collecting and 
leaving off their children have serious 
difficulties crossing the road.  And 
this fact was underscored by all 
Councillors on Monday night as they 
implored the officials and roads en-
gineers to try and find an immediate 
and safe solution. The situation was 
invariably described as ‘a death trap’ 
and ‘an serious accident waiting to 
happen’. Everyone called for prompt 
action and while none of the Coun-
cillors had an immediate solution 
they were adamant that it was an  im-
perative that safety measures must be 
installed immediately. Measures such 
as markings and flashing amber 
lights denoting a school junction 
have already been put in place  but 
nowadays the climbing section of 
this major road has two two lanes 
making it virtually impossible to 
cross over from the school parking 
lot in any degree of safety. Terry  
McEniff said that twenty years ago 
this was a quiet country location 
until someone put the road down 

past the school. He said there was no 
doubt that a fatality could take place 
there and they could not sit back and 
allow that to happen. Speed of ve-
hicles coming down the road ex-
ceeded eighty miles per hour and 
measures now in place could never 
address the problem. The motion was 
seconded by Cllr. Dessie Larkin who 
said he had no idea how the problem 
could be solved... ‘but solved it must 
be’. He said he had been along with 
engineers who surveyed the situation 
and it was far too serious to ignore 
for  one minute longer. Adding that 
the engineering and safety depart-
ments of the Council had taken all 
steps available to them by way of 
safety and markings it was now ob-
vious that the situation was far too 
serious to leave it alone. He said the 
Council had done everything poss-
ible to find a solution and as far as he 
now could see the road would have 
to be realigned away from the school 
or else they would have to consider 
the prospect of putting in a flyover. 
Victor Fisher and Jim Lynch ex-
pressed sentiments of a similar na-
ture and Jimmy Harte said that 
taking traffic away from the school 
was the only alternative and the only 
solution. Jim Lynch said he had 
children at the school in previous 
years and he was very conscious of 
the problem and apart from leaving 
it to the experts he could not offer 
any other solution but he supported 
any measures that  would add the 
safety of the children and the parents. 
Cllr. Sean Maloney while agreeing 
with the principles and traffic ha-
zards at Lurgybrack said it was im-
portant to remember that the area in 
question was outside of the town 
council boundary and he said it 
would be far more appropriate to 
have the matter discussed at county 
council level. Maloney said discuss-
ing this issue at the town council was 
setting a dangerous precedent and 
several other schools such as Illistrin 
were also right on the edge of town 
but these areas were the responsibil-
ity of the  County Council. The 
Mayor, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan also 
added his voice calling for immediate 
action to address the problem.   

No NRA allocation to complete 
Port Bridge Roundabout  

 The failure of the NRA to provide 
any money for the completion of the 
Port Road Roundabout occupied 
valuable time and energy at the 
monthly meeting of the town council 
in Letterkenny on Monday night.  
The County Manager Michael 
McLoone vowed that the half a mil-
lion pounds needed to complete the 
project on its scheduled completion 
date of June must be and would be 
found.  Maybe his optimism is 
crafted on the notion that an election 
can find a way and a will to source 
monies from government depart-
ments and he emphasised that the 

roundabout would be finished ‘and 
the money would have to be found’.  
Earlier the senior roads engineer 
James Boyle told the meeting of the 
consequences of the downturn in 
NRA funding for national secondary 
roads in Donegal this year.  But in 
fact it was the town gardener David 
Donnelly who gave us the first hint 
of a slowdown or a crisis emerging. 
David was in the Chamber to give a 
detailed account of his plans for 
planting flowers and shrubs across 
the town council area in 2002.  He 
said the Port Road Roundabout was 
a major job since it was the primary 

entrance to town and he 
saw his project being of a 
three years duration 
period. But since there 
were difficulties as a result 
of a lack of funding for the 
completion of works there 
this year he might have to 
alter his plans for planting 
at the bridge for the time 
being. It was almost pass 
the parcel time as the 
press reporters wondered 
what exactly was going 
on. After David’s excellent 
presentation James Boyle 
said that the extent of the 
NRA allocations an-
nounced on last Thursday 
posed difficulties and 
there was no allocation for 
completion of the round-
about at the Port Bridge. 
However he said this 
required an urgent meet-
ing with NRA officials and 
they now had similar 
problems with a number 
of other projects in the 
county. The meeting 
heard members say the lo-
cation was now in such a 
dangerous condition that 
it could not be left in it’s 
current state and later 
Cllr. Dessie Larkin was in-
formed that a sum of 
£100,000 had been reallo-
cated from the Port Bridge 
works to Lifford and Tul-
lyrap on the N14 but he 
said the much more 

Town Gardener reports on successful year  
 David Donnelly Letterkenny town council’s gardener told the monthly 
meeting on Monday night that more emphasis was being placed on more 
colours on the Main Street this year.   He was presenting his annual report 
and he was highly complimented by all the members for his input into the 
developments which has led to a huge improvement in the way Letterkenny 
looks with landscaping and flower arrangements around the council areas.   
Mr. Donnelly said that summer bedding plant production was in the order 
of 35,000 plants and the spring bedding plant production was 25.000 plants.  
He responded to various queries from the members in relation to their areas 
and he emphasised that all broken or damaged trees would be replaced 
throughout the open spaces and restocking of any shrub areas in need of re-
planting would be taking place.  

money had been spent 
at the Bridge than had 
been allocated and the 
transfer of this money 
was not an issue pre-
venting it’s completion 
now.  Earlier the 
meeting was told that 
the bridge was on 
schedule for comple-
tion in June and James 
Boyle dealt with a 
number of queries in 
relation to other roads 

and traffic congestion around the 
town. Terry McEniff calling for some 
action to deal with the traffic chaos 
said it had taken him sixteen minutes 
from accessing the Port Bridge to get 
to the meeting and only a few years ago 
the same journey took less than five 
minutes.  Mr. Boyle also confirmed 
that the CPO for lands adjoining the 
bridge had been processed and the 
matter of compensation was now 
going to arbitration to determine the 
value. Following questions the County 
Manager said the costs of the land pur-
chase would be borne out of the allo-
cations from the NRA. Cllrs. 
complained that many of the traffic 
problems especially at peak times 
arose because of the current difficulties 
at the Port Bridge and the officials were 
urged to find an immediate solution. 
The notion of shoving everything with 
regard to the traffic chaos onto a con-
sultant’s traffic management report 
was not acceptable said Cllr. McEniff 
and he was seeking some solution of a 
more urgent nature. The meeting spent 

quite an amount of time discussing 
how to deal with the four corners on 
the roundabout: is this the only round-
about in Ireland with corners we won-
dered? Cllr. Dessie Larkin described 
the roundabout in an uncompleted 
state as ‘a death trap’ and he wondered 
what exactly the NRA was playing at. 
Mr. Boyle reassured the meeting that 
the Loop Section of the Blaney road 
does not have any funding problems 
and things there would go ahead on 
schedule. He also dealt with several 
other roads issues including the route 
from Dunnes Stores to Sallaghgrane. 
This stuff is, it seems now referred to 
the traffic transportation consultants 
and we must await their report. The 
roads engineer said he did not know of 
any other road at such an advanced 
stage of completion that was not being 
funded. It all sounded absurd and in-
congruous when Mr. Boyle said it 
would actually cost more to shut down 
the current works than it would take to 
have the roundabout completed...roll 
on the election campaign! 

Dumped fridges and freezers seeking a home 
 The problem with discarded 
fridges and freezers around Letter-
kenny was the subject of some chat 
at Monday’s meeting when Sean 
Maloney put down a motion ask-
ing that these unwanted and 
dumped items be collected and 
stored in the council yard. He said 
there were huge numbers of these 
items dumped all over the place 
and he urged the members to back 
his motion. For one horrible mo-
ment it seemed as if he might not 

even find a seconder for his proposal. But 
Jim Lynch came to the rescue...once again.  
Maloney said that space must be provided 
for these since they contained gas, which 
they were obliged to remove and make them 
safe. He said the council yard could accom-
modate them until a proper solution was 
found or else made safe.   Cllr. Dessie Larkin 
among others poured cold water on the Ma-
loney motion. “Its impracticable and such an 
idea will be frowned on by the authorities. 
There is not even one facility in the UK for 
handling this gas and I can’t support this mo-
tion,” added Larkin.  
   

Glencar Residents Group to 
address town council   “Has this Town Council bought the 56 

houses at Glencar Scotch” asked Sean Malo-
ney at Monday night’s meeting. This item 
was discussed for 75 minutes at the previous 
meeting and it seems that in the intervening 
period the matter also came up for dis-
cussion at the Letterkenny electoral area 
meeting. Once again the meeting was at-
tended by four members of the Glencar Resi-
dents Association. The four arrived on the 
presumption that the Council was to hear a 
submission from them but it did not pan out 
that way. 
 One member told the Tribune that the town 
council had already agreed to meet with the 
group at the previous meeting but it was then 
postponed until Monday night last. However 
the agenda did not have that item on the 
agenda.  However this did not deter the four 
representatives from staying at the meeting 
and listening to the debates. Later as the 
meeting ended it was agreed the Glencar 
group would be allowed to make a sub-
mission to the next meeting in April.  

Children onstage in the Ramelton Panto Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs in the Town Hall.
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Billy Blaney and friends at the run.

Ebony Hewitt, Courtney McAteer and Katlyn Hewitt at the Run.

Ready for the off are Joe, Alex, Michael and Pat McGinley.

Harry McGrenaghan, Fanad and Eamonn Doherty, Kerrykeel.

Siofra McDevitt, Glenswilly with Pauric Heraghty, Fanad.

Kyle Hegarty, Cranford, Lauren Scott, Milford and Danny McAteer, Fanad.Rose Thompson, Rathmullan with Hugh’s VW.

Katie Mills, Ramelton, Amy Shovlin, Letterkenny, Matthew Lecky, Ramelton and Heather Bradley, Glenalla.

Martha Marchbank, Carndonagh, Marie O’Connor, Carrigart and Shannon McKinny, Derry. Rocco’s mum, Yvonne Hegarty, right with Michelle Hutchinson.

Aoghán, Stephen and Ella Gilroy.Martin McHugh and Dexter Kearney, Milford with Dermot Mills, Ramelton. Michael Gallagher, Ramelton setting off on his Defender.

David Love and Malcolm Stewart from Ramelton.

Michael and Mary Whoriskey with their Honda Jazz with Shaun McFadden.

Paul and Claire Friel, Ramelton in the run.

Tractor & Car Run for Rocco at Ray
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Billy Blaney and friends at the run.

Ebony Hewitt, Courtney McAteer and Katlyn Hewitt at the Run.

Ready for the off are Joe, Alex, Michael and Pat McGinley.

Harry McGrenaghan, Fanad and Eamonn Doherty, Kerrykeel.

Siofra McDevitt, Glenswilly with Pauric Heraghty, Fanad.

Kyle Hegarty, Cranford, Lauren Scott, Milford and Danny McAteer, Fanad.Rose Thompson, Rathmullan with Hugh’s VW.

Katie Mills, Ramelton, Amy Shovlin, Letterkenny, Matthew Lecky, Ramelton and Heather Bradley, Glenalla.

Martha Marchbank, Carndonagh, Marie O’Connor, Carrigart and Shannon McKinny, Derry. Rocco’s mum, Yvonne Hegarty, right with Michelle Hutchinson.

Aoghán, Stephen and Ella Gilroy.Martin McHugh and Dexter Kearney, Milford with Dermot Mills, Ramelton. Michael Gallagher, Ramelton setting off on his Defender.

David Love and Malcolm Stewart from Ramelton.

Michael and Mary Whoriskey with their Honda Jazz with Shaun McFadden.

Paul and Claire Friel, Ramelton in the run.

Tractor & Car Run for Rocco at Ray
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Three hundred republican prisoners were in-
terned on the former troop ship, the Maidstone 
in Belfast Lough and there were 700 Marines on-
board to stop the men from escaping.
Later in the year, the group was transferred to 
Magillagan prison in Derry and then to the old 
British Airforce site at Long Kesh. This became 
‘The Cages’. And it is said that around 15,000 re-
publican prisoners and 10,000 Loyalists passed 
through the system there.
And it was here in Cage 18 that he got the incli-
nation to write and he became the Editor of the 
‘local’ newsheet. The paper, a dozen of which are 
in Paddy’s possession,  were smuggled out of the 
Kesh and now they have a historical footprint. 
‘An Fuascailteoir’ was the title of the news sheet…
one small step into writing for Paddy long before 
the Tirconaill Tribune first saw the light of day.
 During a brief period back from prison as peace 
talks could take place, Paddy came back to Ter-
mon where his uncles encouraged him to remain 
there. But it was Belfast that kept calling him 
back… It would be a long time before he passed 
the Doon Well again.
Asked on Friday night if he had republican blood 
in his veins he said ‘not a fuckin’ drop. “My par-
ents could not be further away from the politics of 
time. But here we were as young teenagers in 1969 
defending our own community. We had no other 
choice and there was no help from anywhere.”
 

The Cages in Long Kesh
 The front cover of Paddy’s new book has a strik-
ing picture of a door knob: or in Belfast parlance, 
a handle.
‘This,’ he explains, ‘is symbolic. When we burned 
down the cages I spotted the door handle from 
Cage 18 amid the ruins and I smuggled it out. To-
day, it is a reminder of former times as a political 
prisoner.
 He said that while tensions were simmering un-
derneath the surface, nobody wanted violence. It 
had been fifty years since Partition and Dublin 
forgot about us.
And it was while in Long Kesh that he got to know 
Gusty Spence. Through the fences in the exercise 
yard they struck up a relationship which also in-
cluded another loyalist figure, Plum Smith who 
was keen to learn Irish.
 “Maybe if Neil Blaney and Charlie Haughey’s 
plans had worked things might have been differ-
ent. I  think about  the campaign and I give talks 
to young people in NUIG. But within 12 months 
in the late 1960s we were in full scale street re-
sistance and then armed struggle. It’s like Cyprus, 
Gaza where it was always under the surface. In the 
end, when it opened up, there were no other op-
tions,” he told the crowd.
 Out of Long Kesh in 1975, Paddy took stock of 
the political landscape and there were decisions, 
big decisions to be made. Because in 1977 he came 
back to Donegal and a new life would begin.

Free to leave the Provisionals
 Paddy did not see any issues insofar as leaving 
the IRA.
“There was no pressure to remain and I was not 
turning my back on my republican friends. Con-
trary to a myth perpetuated by the media, every-
one that I had known was free to leave the IRA 
and there were no repercussions and there were 
no binding ties.
He remained active in Sinn Féin during the Hun-
ger Strikes of the nineteen eighties but he was not 
really interested in politics.
He would settle back into normality with a young 
family, becoming head barman at the Ballyraine 
Hotel and later in the Milford Inn. And so from 

the cages of Long Kesh in the 1970s it was back to 
work and later to education.
Paddy worked for Kirchoff ’s in Letterkenny man-
ufacturing car components for many years and it 
was while there he considered taking a computer 
course at the Regional College.
Then in 2005 he began studies in NUIG and 
would complete degrees in English and History. 
He then spent an Erasmus year in Malta, com-
pleted  the TEFL course, and for  five summers, 
worked in one of the many language schools on 
the Mediterranean Island.
In 2009 Paddy completed training in Garbal-
ly College, and qualified as a secondary school 
teacher in 2010, before returning to NUIG to 
complete a Masters in History. He worked with 
the State exam commission, and for five years 
marked Junior Cert papers and was a supervisor 
for the Leaving Cert.

And so… to writing
 Paddy has now published three books: ‘From 
Armed Struggle to Academia’ being the most 
challenging. Because this is of an ordinary work-
ing-class youth who became involved in some-
thing extraordinary; a story of armed struggle, 
death, prison ships and prison camps. 
He said on Friday night: “In writing this mem-
oir, I’ve found it to be a story representing those I 
grew up with, those who embraced conflict on the 
streets in the ’70s and the years in Long Kesh; they 
were friends for life with an unbreakable bond.
Many didn’t survive the conflict and others suc-
cumbed to the passage of time since then. I recall 
four of us as young friends at the end of the 1960s.
“I was sitting on a wall with three young friends 
in Turf Lodge as we looked to the future. I’m  the 
only of the group that has survived the Troubles.
Norman Campbell was shot dead by the UFF in 
1972, aged 19, five weeks before he was due to 
marry his Protestant girlfriend. Michael Kearney 
was 33 when in 1987 the father-of-five was killed 
by the IPLO during its feud with the INLA.
Kevin McCracken, my brother-in-law  was shot 
by a British soldier in 1988 while preparing to at-
tack an army patrol.”

An RUC man as a friend
“This is a story which needs to be told, a story 
from the streets and not a revisionist history from 
those who rewrite to suit an agenda,” says Paddy 
with deep conviction.
 He has lived in Galway for many years and he 
was encouraged by his partner, Mary to write the 
book and it’s been an intense journey, a truthful 
story as seen through the eyes of a man who is a 
pacifist and counts a former RUC officer among 
his friends.
 Paddy had a number of close calls while on active 
service in the IRA and again five years ago due to 
health reasons.  
 Five years ago he went through a series of health 
problems: three open heart surgeries in 18 months 
and after surviving them he was diagnosed with a 
brain tumour about six weeks later.
 “This book is a story about life, about how I went 
from armed struggle to academia. It is a personal 
story bringing pathos and powerful recollection 
from an immensely difficult time in our recent 
history”, he says.
Writing for the cover of the memoir, Dr. Conor 
McNamara BA, MA, PhD and Historian-in-Res-
idence, Galway County Council notes: “Paddy’s 
brutally honest account of his time in the IRA 
and the suffocating violence that brutalised his 
community in West Belfast represents a pained 
and deeply personal reflection on the ‘Conflict’ in 
Ireland….

As Paddy concludes, 
the ‘Long War has left 
a legacy of long mem-
ories and long regrets 
and this account adds 
to our understanding of 
what motivated young 
men and women to risk 
their lives embracing 
the republican struggle 
in the midst of a brutal 
conflict.”

 Published by Rivers 
Run Free Press, the 
memoir is available on 
line and at ‘Bookmark’ 
in Letterkenny Shop-
ping Centre.
The Dublin launch of 
the book is at O’Shea’s 
in Temple Bar on this 
Saturday between 
1-4pm.
   

Paddy with Trevor Gorman at the launch.

Cranford Athletes shine at 
Indoor Athletics Champs

A number of Cranford athletes made 
the trip to Athlone IT indoor arena to 
compete last weekend. Saturday got off 
to a great start with Gold medal perfor-
mances and Sunday did not disappoint, 
in total a haul of 6 Ulster titles and gold 
medal performances, 3 silver medals 
and 2 bronze for Cranford AC athletes. 
Saturday events
Oisin Kelly was representing Cranford 
in the U19 800m and 1500m today, 
Oisin had two excellent Gold medal per-
formances on the same day demonstrat-
ing his experience and stamina, great 
racing from Oisin. 
Amy Cullen had a challenging day 
ahead entering 3 of these U16 events, 
Amy had an excellent run in the 200m 
event where she gained her lead in the 
final 50m to earn herself a gold medal 
performance, Amy then lined up for her 
long jump which was a learning expe-
rience of this technical event to ensure 
her mark was accurate. In the final jump 
Amy held her cool head and earned her-
self a silver medal. Amy again had a fab-
ulous performance in the 60m finishing 
in 4th place. Great to see Amy back on 
form after some injury time away from 
the track. 
Caolan McFadden ran an excellent 
800m in a time of 2.07min to gain a well 
deserved Ulster title with this gold med-
al performance. 
Aoife Giles threw the shot in the U 19 
event, Aoife had some great throws to-
day and finished with silver Ulster med-
al, well done Aoife.
Orla Neely was competing in the U18 
shot where Orla gained a respectable 5th 
place and a new new PB of 8m19 today. 
Oisin McBride had a challenging run in 
his U12 600m event where he held his 
place well to gain a well deserved Ulster 
silver medal. 
Teresa Mullen returning from injury 
had a good day today in the U 18 long 
jump and 60m , Teresa had some great 
jumps today and finished with a joint 
3rd place in long jump. 

Sunday events 
On a beautiful Sunday morning 4 Cran-
ford athletes travelled to Athlone IT to 
the superb venue to compete in day two.
Early on the tracks at 10am Miah Fletch-
er ran in the U16 girls 1500m, Miah held 
well with the pack in the first three laps 
but lacked the stamina to stay with the 
pack, Miah managed a good race over-
all.
Caolan McFadden fresh from his 800m 
win on Saturday was ready to chal-
lenge again in his 1500m U16 event. 
Caolan ran a strong race in 4.22 another 
great time and gold medal position for 
Caolan. 
Jerry Coyle made the trip to Athlone to 
compete in the U 14 long jump Jerry had 
some good jumps and after a lengthy 
wait was awarded gold medal position 
in Ulster, another fine performance 
from Jerry.
Jerry was ready for his 60m heat where 
he ran a strong race finishing second in 

his heat and then pulling out all the stops earned a bronze 
Ulster medal in the final.
Lilla Gerwatowska was all warmed up and ready to compete 
in the U13 60m event. Lilla ran well in her heat. Next up 
was long jump with nearly 30 entrants this was a challenging 
event, and then the final race of the day was the u13 600m 
for Lilla, Lilla had a fabulous run where she battled through-
out finishing 4th place in her heat, great running today from 
Lilla. 
 We look forward to seeing Caolan and Oisin in action in the 
All Ireland schools cross country to be held in Mallusk this 
weekend. Training continues each Tuesday and Thursday 
evening in Tramore training ground at 6.30pm, new athletes 
welcome to come and try out a few events including javelin, 
shot, long jump and high jump as well as the track events. 
Thanks to the coaches and parents who travelled to Athlone. 

Jerry Coyle Ulster Champion who got Gold in Long Jump and 
bronze in 60m U13 boys with Eamon Giles, Rosie, Richard, Sa-
rah Coyle.

Aoife Giles who won silver in shot put u19 girls with Grace and 
Shauna Giles.

Oisin Kelly who won Gold in both the 1500m & 800m U19 boys, 
Oisin McBride who won silver in U12 600m and Caolan McFad-
den who also won both 1500m & 800m U16 boys, at the Ulster 
Championships in Athlone last weekend.

Lilla Gerwatowska and  Miah Fletcher who 
competed at the Ulster championships in 
Athlone.

Orla Neely, Teresa Mullen and Amy Cullen who competed at the 
Ulsters. Amy Cullen won Gold in 200m and silver in long jump.
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 A CD with a difference was launched on Friday night in the Salmon Inn Ramelton. The CD will help 
to raise funds for the Town Band and it features all the regulars from the pub who can stand up and 
sing a song at the drop of a hat. It is unique ..... its very very different and original and there are 
fourteen tracks all for the low low price of €10. PJ Kavanagh of the  Ramelton Town Band is pictured 
with Cllr. Ciaran Brogan Mayor Letterkenny and manager of the Salmon Inn at the launch of the CD. 
Also included are John Kissenger Coyle and Peter Hughes, who produced and engineered the CD 
which was recorded live in the Salmon Inn.     
 

Paddy O’Grady, Falcarragh pictured with his wife Madge and family who has retired as a bus driver 
at Glenveagh National Park at his retirement function on Friday in the Lagoon Lounge, Termon.

A record €6972.87 the result of a recent 12 hour fast by students of Loreto Community School, Milford was divided equally between three Irish charities. A 
representative from each of the Donegal Hospice (Lucy McGettigan), the St. Vincent de Paul Society (Margaret McGettigan) and The Ann Sullivan Foundation 
for Deaf/Blind (Finola Loughrey and Kathleen Deasy) accepted the cheque from Leaving Cert students Karen Boyle and Frances Matson at a special pres-
entation in the school on Thursday last. Also included is a representative group of students with Ms. Mary McGinley, Vice Principal and fast co-ordinators Ms. 
Eileen Doherty and Ms. Sheila Harrison.Tourism and Sports Minister Dr. James McDaid with members of the Termon Women’s Group on a recent visit to the Dail.  

At the first of the Milford Park Development 600 club draws in the IRD office on Monday night were from left, Hugo Duggan, 
Cecelia Coyle, Joe McNulty, Pat Curley, Catherine McCann, Eddie McCleary, Frank McGettigan, Joe McGinley who made 
the draw, Fergus Friel, Jayne Quigg and Bernie McConigley. 

Fishey tales from the Salmon InnNRA grant tumbles 
by 34.3% 

 The National Roads Allocation for Donegal in 
2002 is down by 34.3% on last year and news of 
the funding decrease caused ripples of disbelief 
and anger in some circles at the weekend.  The al-
location is €11.24 million as compared with €17.1 
million a year ago. It was anticipated that there 
would be reductions based on the Exchequer’s 
downturn but as it turned out nobody appeared to 
be ready for such a savage cutback on the thresh-
old of a general election.  As government repre-
sentatives attempt to talk up the funding the 
Opposition parties have predictably hammered 
into what the say is a woeful disregard for the 
problems in county Donegal.  It now emerges that 
not one single project is going to construction this 
year and that includes the Mountain Top section 
of the N56. A leading member of the Illistrin Ac-
tion Group said they had confidently expected de-
livery of ten million pounds. He added they were 
promised that amount to complete the road from 
the Termon junction towards the Mountain Top 
and he was astonished about the whereabouts of 
this funding. A sum of €1.75 million (£1.34 mil-
lion) has now been allocated to this road and the 
Illistrin Group is to meet in private this weekend 
to discuss their next course of action. Last year 
they threatened to run a candidate in the general 
election if there was not enough progress with the 
2002 allocation from the national roads authority. 
It now remains to be seen if the group is satisfied 
with the current allocation. The extent of the 
downturn in funding was clearly underlined dur-
ing the monthly meeting of Letterkenny Town 

Council on Monday evening when the members 
were informed there was no funding forthcoming 
from the NRA for completion of the long running 
saga of the Port Bridge Roundabout.  The County 
Manager said that a sum of half a million pounds 
was needed to have the junction completed and 
open by the scheduled date of June and he vowed 
the works would be completed and the money 
would have to be found from somewhere.  The 
senior roads engineer James Boyle said the Coun-
cil was faced with many problems in relation to 
the lack of money from the NRA and it was an 
issue that would have to addressed urgently. He 
said that Letterkenny was not alone in the lack of 
funding this year and it posed huge problems for 
Donegal Co. Council. The NRA allocations are 
made up of a grant of €8.155 million for improve-
ments and a sum of €3.085 million towards main-
tenance works. The main improvement grants 
include €320,000 for design and planning at the 
Manor roundabout along with €900,000 for the 
Ballyshannon-Bundoran bypass while a sum of 
€630,000 goes towards the Ballybofey-Stranorlar 
bypass. A further €840,000 is given to the Mount-
charles by pass.  In the general Letterkenny area 
the Mountain Top road is allocated €1.75 million 
for planning and design and it is hoped this allo-
cation will bring the route to construction stage 
next year although that has not yet been con-
firmed.  A sum of €100,000 goes to the Prumerica 
roundabout.  In the major maintenance category 
there is a sum of €600,000 for priority works and 
€350,000 for annual resurfacing.   

IFA President in Letterkenny 
 The new IFA President John Dillon will be in Let-
terkenny on next Wednesday evening when he will 
address the AGM of the county executive at the 
Mount Errigal Hotel.   
 It’s his first meeting in the county since the IFA 
election race during which he joined the other 
three candidates for a debate at a county executive 
meeting in November.   
 Dillon failed to gain any substantial foothold 
among this county’s IFA branches and in the elec-

tion race for President he only secured the votes of 
four branches of the 29: these were mainly areas 
affected by sheep headage problems at Fanad: 
Glenswilly-Churchill: Falcarragh-Gortahork and 
in Creeslough-Dunfanaghy.  Dillon is expected to 
outline his strategy for improving farm incomes 
over the next four years and he is also expected to 
deal with the tumbling beef prices which are a 
huge source of concern to the farm community at 
the moment.  

Council meeting calls for action 
on Lurgybrack ‘death trap’ 

 Letterkenny Town 
Council is to consider 
what safety measures 
can be taken at Lurgy-
brack school where 
major concerns have 
arisen over the levels 
and speed of the traffic 
flow on the adjoining 
road. Cllr. Terry McEniff 
had a motion down for 
discussion at Monday 
night’s meeting seeking 
urgent action and he 
said that he feared a 
fatality at the school 
with parents emerging 

onto one of the fastest stretches of 
roadway in the whole county. He was 
unanimously supported on his mo-
tion and while Cllr. Sean Maloney 
questioned the veracity of the motion 
since the area concerned was outside 
the remit of the town council there 
was no doubting the seriousness of 
the problem. It seems that the school 
population is made up some 80% 
with children of families resident in 
the town council area. 
 However Cllr.  Maloney while not 
disputing the content of the motion 
made the  valid point that this matter 
was one for the County Council or 
the Letterkenny electoral area meet-
ing to take on board and attempt to 
find a resolution. McEniff pointed 
out that when they were out canvass-
ing for votes in the Council election 
three years ago this part of Letter-
kenny was covered and promsies 
were made to the community to ad-
dress the problem. Since then the 
road has undergone substantial up-
grading and the upshot of this is that 
traffic is moving at a much faster 
speed especially coming down the 
hill. And the volumes of vehicles has 
increased - alarmingly. Alongside 
this fact is that parents collecting and 
leaving off their children have serious 
difficulties crossing the road.  And 
this fact was underscored by all 
Councillors on Monday night as they 
implored the officials and roads en-
gineers to try and find an immediate 
and safe solution. The situation was 
invariably described as ‘a death trap’ 
and ‘an serious accident waiting to 
happen’. Everyone called for prompt 
action and while none of the Coun-
cillors had an immediate solution 
they were adamant that it was an  im-
perative that safety measures must be 
installed immediately. Measures such 
as markings and flashing amber 
lights denoting a school junction 
have already been put in place  but 
nowadays the climbing section of 
this major road has two two lanes 
making it virtually impossible to 
cross over from the school parking 
lot in any degree of safety. Terry  
McEniff said that twenty years ago 
this was a quiet country location 
until someone put the road down 

past the school. He said there was no 
doubt that a fatality could take place 
there and they could not sit back and 
allow that to happen. Speed of ve-
hicles coming down the road ex-
ceeded eighty miles per hour and 
measures now in place could never 
address the problem. The motion was 
seconded by Cllr. Dessie Larkin who 
said he had no idea how the problem 
could be solved... ‘but solved it must 
be’. He said he had been along with 
engineers who surveyed the situation 
and it was far too serious to ignore 
for  one minute longer. Adding that 
the engineering and safety depart-
ments of the Council had taken all 
steps available to them by way of 
safety and markings it was now ob-
vious that the situation was far too 
serious to leave it alone. He said the 
Council had done everything poss-
ible to find a solution and as far as he 
now could see the road would have 
to be realigned away from the school 
or else they would have to consider 
the prospect of putting in a flyover. 
Victor Fisher and Jim Lynch ex-
pressed sentiments of a similar na-
ture and Jimmy Harte said that 
taking traffic away from the school 
was the only alternative and the only 
solution. Jim Lynch said he had 
children at the school in previous 
years and he was very conscious of 
the problem and apart from leaving 
it to the experts he could not offer 
any other solution but he supported 
any measures that  would add the 
safety of the children and the parents. 
Cllr. Sean Maloney while agreeing 
with the principles and traffic ha-
zards at Lurgybrack said it was im-
portant to remember that the area in 
question was outside of the town 
council boundary and he said it 
would be far more appropriate to 
have the matter discussed at county 
council level. Maloney said discuss-
ing this issue at the town council was 
setting a dangerous precedent and 
several other schools such as Illistrin 
were also right on the edge of town 
but these areas were the responsibil-
ity of the  County Council. The 
Mayor, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan also 
added his voice calling for immediate 
action to address the problem.   

No NRA allocation to complete 
Port Bridge Roundabout  

 The failure of the NRA to provide 
any money for the completion of the 
Port Road Roundabout occupied 
valuable time and energy at the 
monthly meeting of the town council 
in Letterkenny on Monday night.  
The County Manager Michael 
McLoone vowed that the half a mil-
lion pounds needed to complete the 
project on its scheduled completion 
date of June must be and would be 
found.  Maybe his optimism is 
crafted on the notion that an election 
can find a way and a will to source 
monies from government depart-
ments and he emphasised that the 

roundabout would be finished ‘and 
the money would have to be found’.  
Earlier the senior roads engineer 
James Boyle told the meeting of the 
consequences of the downturn in 
NRA funding for national secondary 
roads in Donegal this year.  But in 
fact it was the town gardener David 
Donnelly who gave us the first hint 
of a slowdown or a crisis emerging. 
David was in the Chamber to give a 
detailed account of his plans for 
planting flowers and shrubs across 
the town council area in 2002.  He 
said the Port Road Roundabout was 
a major job since it was the primary 

entrance to town and he 
saw his project being of a 
three years duration 
period. But since there 
were difficulties as a result 
of a lack of funding for the 
completion of works there 
this year he might have to 
alter his plans for planting 
at the bridge for the time 
being. It was almost pass 
the parcel time as the 
press reporters wondered 
what exactly was going 
on. After David’s excellent 
presentation James Boyle 
said that the extent of the 
NRA allocations an-
nounced on last Thursday 
posed difficulties and 
there was no allocation for 
completion of the round-
about at the Port Bridge. 
However he said this 
required an urgent meet-
ing with NRA officials and 
they now had similar 
problems with a number 
of other projects in the 
county. The meeting 
heard members say the lo-
cation was now in such a 
dangerous condition that 
it could not be left in it’s 
current state and later 
Cllr. Dessie Larkin was in-
formed that a sum of 
£100,000 had been reallo-
cated from the Port Bridge 
works to Lifford and Tul-
lyrap on the N14 but he 
said the much more 

Town Gardener reports on successful year  
 David Donnelly Letterkenny town council’s gardener told the monthly 
meeting on Monday night that more emphasis was being placed on more 
colours on the Main Street this year.   He was presenting his annual report 
and he was highly complimented by all the members for his input into the 
developments which has led to a huge improvement in the way Letterkenny 
looks with landscaping and flower arrangements around the council areas.   
Mr. Donnelly said that summer bedding plant production was in the order 
of 35,000 plants and the spring bedding plant production was 25.000 plants.  
He responded to various queries from the members in relation to their areas 
and he emphasised that all broken or damaged trees would be replaced 
throughout the open spaces and restocking of any shrub areas in need of re-
planting would be taking place.  

money had been spent 
at the Bridge than had 
been allocated and the 
transfer of this money 
was not an issue pre-
venting it’s completion 
now.  Earlier the 
meeting was told that 
the bridge was on 
schedule for comple-
tion in June and James 
Boyle dealt with a 
number of queries in 
relation to other roads 

and traffic congestion around the 
town. Terry McEniff calling for some 
action to deal with the traffic chaos 
said it had taken him sixteen minutes 
from accessing the Port Bridge to get 
to the meeting and only a few years ago 
the same journey took less than five 
minutes.  Mr. Boyle also confirmed 
that the CPO for lands adjoining the 
bridge had been processed and the 
matter of compensation was now 
going to arbitration to determine the 
value. Following questions the County 
Manager said the costs of the land pur-
chase would be borne out of the allo-
cations from the NRA. Cllrs. 
complained that many of the traffic 
problems especially at peak times 
arose because of the current difficulties 
at the Port Bridge and the officials were 
urged to find an immediate solution. 
The notion of shoving everything with 
regard to the traffic chaos onto a con-
sultant’s traffic management report 
was not acceptable said Cllr. McEniff 
and he was seeking some solution of a 
more urgent nature. The meeting spent 

quite an amount of time discussing 
how to deal with the four corners on 
the roundabout: is this the only round-
about in Ireland with corners we won-
dered? Cllr. Dessie Larkin described 
the roundabout in an uncompleted 
state as ‘a death trap’ and he wondered 
what exactly the NRA was playing at. 
Mr. Boyle reassured the meeting that 
the Loop Section of the Blaney road 
does not have any funding problems 
and things there would go ahead on 
schedule. He also dealt with several 
other roads issues including the route 
from Dunnes Stores to Sallaghgrane. 
This stuff is, it seems now referred to 
the traffic transportation consultants 
and we must await their report. The 
roads engineer said he did not know of 
any other road at such an advanced 
stage of completion that was not being 
funded. It all sounded absurd and in-
congruous when Mr. Boyle said it 
would actually cost more to shut down 
the current works than it would take to 
have the roundabout completed...roll 
on the election campaign! 

Dumped fridges and freezers seeking a home 
 The problem with discarded 
fridges and freezers around Letter-
kenny was the subject of some chat 
at Monday’s meeting when Sean 
Maloney put down a motion ask-
ing that these unwanted and 
dumped items be collected and 
stored in the council yard. He said 
there were huge numbers of these 
items dumped all over the place 
and he urged the members to back 
his motion. For one horrible mo-
ment it seemed as if he might not 

even find a seconder for his proposal. But 
Jim Lynch came to the rescue...once again.  
Maloney said that space must be provided 
for these since they contained gas, which 
they were obliged to remove and make them 
safe. He said the council yard could accom-
modate them until a proper solution was 
found or else made safe.   Cllr. Dessie Larkin 
among others poured cold water on the Ma-
loney motion. “Its impracticable and such an 
idea will be frowned on by the authorities. 
There is not even one facility in the UK for 
handling this gas and I can’t support this mo-
tion,” added Larkin.  
   

Glencar Residents Group to 
address town council   “Has this Town Council bought the 56 

houses at Glencar Scotch” asked Sean Malo-
ney at Monday night’s meeting. This item 
was discussed for 75 minutes at the previous 
meeting and it seems that in the intervening 
period the matter also came up for dis-
cussion at the Letterkenny electoral area 
meeting. Once again the meeting was at-
tended by four members of the Glencar Resi-
dents Association. The four arrived on the 
presumption that the Council was to hear a 
submission from them but it did not pan out 
that way. 
 One member told the Tribune that the town 
council had already agreed to meet with the 
group at the previous meeting but it was then 
postponed until Monday night last. However 
the agenda did not have that item on the 
agenda.  However this did not deter the four 
representatives from staying at the meeting 
and listening to the debates. Later as the 
meeting ended it was agreed the Glencar 
group would be allowed to make a sub-
mission to the next meeting in April.  

Children onstage in the Ramelton Panto Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs in the Town Hall.
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Memoir of ‘Troubles’ launched in Termon
“Many didn’t survive the conflict and others succumbed to the 
passage of time since then. I recall four of us as young friends 

at the end of the 1960s. I was sitting on a wall with three young 
friends in Turf Lodge as we looked to the future. 

I’m the only of the group that has survived the Troubles.”

 A memoir of the Troubles, ‘From Armed Strug-
gle to Academia’ was launched in Donegal on 
Friday night in the Lagoon Lounge in Termon 
and the author, Paddy McMenamin, originally 
from Belfast’s Turf Lodge was back home ‘In 
the Hills’ once more.

 Joining him for the launch was Tirconaill Trib-
une Editor, John McAteer and a full house of 
guests, family, friends of Republican Ireland on a 
night when the audience stood in silent reflection 
in unity with the people of Ukraine in these dark-
est of times since World War 11. 
 Somehow, it was all so appropriate and in keep-
ing with the spirit that Paddy has embraced over 
his life.
Termon has a special place in Paddy’s heart be-
cause his mum, Annie was from this parish and 
his two uncles, John and Mick ran the Mountain 
Bar for a generation.
Paddy has had an eclectic life: from his formative 
school years among a mixed community in Tigers 
Bay to manning the barricades as Belfast burned 
in 1969 when he was but sixteen years of age.
Like so many across the religious divide in what 
was a highly corrosive period in the North, Pad-
dy left school early at fifteen and got a job in a 
bar. The era of Civil Rights in the Province was 
brought home to a wider audience when a pro-
test in Caledon, County Tyrone highlighted the 
injustices of the system. A Catholic mother of 
six was denied a Council house with a 19 years 
old protestant girl being given preference by the 
mandarins at Stormont. That was how the system 
worked since Partition was imposed on this is-
land. And it cannot be forgotten that the Dublin 
Government sat on their hands for half a century 
while the nationalist people of the Six Counties 

were treated as second class citizens.
 Paddy’s school years were ones of innocence and 
he recalls that he was the only one among his 
mates in St. Mary’s Christian Brothers’ Grammar 
School to get the 11-plus. He was the only one of 
the group to pass the examination. His parents 
drove to Termon with the good news, however 
Paddy was not all that interested.
All of these issues came up for discussion on 
Friday night and there were comparisons drawn 
on the role of those on ‘active service’ in the six 
counties during the Troubles and that of young 
Ukrainians with Klasnikovs who are rightfully 
welcomed as heroes by the political system in 
Dublin. Their memories are blinded by their own 
ineptitude and their failure to respond in an ap-
propriate manner and this is eagerly promoted by 
the national media. 
This is manifested and highlighted every time 
a commemoration takes place to honour those 
Irish volunteers. And it has become a lazy excuse 
to throw a political hand grenade at Mary Lou 
McDonald across the floor of the Dail, either by 
Micheál Martin or Leo Varadkar. The contradic-
tions towards republican history has left Dublin 
governments in denial… and there is not a word 
of a lie in that: and the reasons are all too clear!
 Paddy’s life and times now straddle a generation 
and the new book is seen as a story that needs 
to be told in an age of revisionism that there are 
attempts ongoing to cover the reality of the Trou-
bles, as if by some magic potion, people will not 
remember.
 This book of 135,000 words is not an easy read for 
the many who’ve been impacted by the struggle: 
yet, in its truthfulness and in Paddy’s first hand 
account of the unfolding events, there is very little 
evidence of any real political interaction to find 

a solution. Good Friday 
1998 was light years away 
from those summer bat-
tles of 1969. 
 Joining Na Fianna and 
learning to use a gun: 
how to hide it, these 
were the early days of the 
armed struggle. Burn-
tollet Bridge and the rise 
of a young Ian Paisley left 
little room for optimism: 
there was none.
 He said: “From August 
1969 to Easter of 1971 
there was a lull. The Brit-
ish Army came in and 
initially there was not 
much trouble in Nation-
alist areas. After the six 
month honeymoon pe-
riod, the British Army 
were just another weap-
on in the war, along with 

the RUC and the UDR.
The IRA had the split and 
became the Officials and 
the Provisionals. Most of 
my mates joined the Offi-
cial IRA, a few of us went 
with the Provisionals and 
we thought everybody 
would join. However 
when I look back, I sup-
pose it wasn’t for every-
body.”

Joining the 
IRA was 
inevitable
 Paddy took up that nar-
rative in the Lagoon as 
he recounted his early 
involvement with Na 
Fianna: “I went along 
to a meeting with a few 
others. I was asked if I 
could recruit a few more. 
I recruited a lot of my 
football mates and we 
became the local Fianna 
unit. On August 14th, the 
night before the Loyalists 
burnt The Falls, we had a 
weapons training lecture 
and one of the head guys 
told us the British Army 
would be sent in with-
in a couple of days. We 
were out on the streets 
doing all we could. That 
was how it happened in 
August 1969. The Loyal-
ists burnt Cooper Street, 
Bombay Street, Dover 
Street. The IRA was a very 
small group at the time. 

We were manning the barricades, 
so I became involved in the Repub-
lican movement”.
Joining the IRA was inevitable for 
his generation and he says they had 
massive support. “Republicans have 
a tradition going back to the Feni-
ans in the 1860s. When we go into 
gaol, there are two things: One is 
to educate yourself, the other is to 
escape.
“Education and discipline were very 
important. is the other thing. We’d 
be in a cage of 80 people, three huts, 
one hut would be a library. People 
would send us books, and we’d have 

Chairman Mao, Ho Chi Minh, Che 
Guevara, Castro, Michael Collins, 
Tom Barry. 
I’d always loved reading, and I read 
everything. We’d have lectures in 
Irish and world history.

Arrested on New 
Year’s Eve ‘71

  Paddy spoke in depth about life on 
the frontline in Belfast from 1969 
onwards. He was first arrested at 
home on the eve of New Year’s Day 
1971 and that would not have come 
as a shock.

Paddy McMenamin and his partner Mary Molloy with his new book “From Armed Struggle to Academia” in the 
Lagoon Termon with John McAteer, editor of the Tirconaill Tribune who performed the launch.

Paddy McMenamin with Martin Monaghan and Hughie Doherty at the launch of 
his book.

James Woods with Mary Molloy and Paddy McMenamin.

Paddy McMenamin at the launch with Raymond “Gigsy” Shields and Joe Curran, Ballyboes, Falcarragh. Paddy signing copies of his book ‘From Armed Struggle to Academia’ on Friday night.
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 A CD with a difference was launched on Friday night in the Salmon Inn Ramelton. The CD will help 
to raise funds for the Town Band and it features all the regulars from the pub who can stand up and 
sing a song at the drop of a hat. It is unique ..... its very very different and original and there are 
fourteen tracks all for the low low price of €10. PJ Kavanagh of the  Ramelton Town Band is pictured 
with Cllr. Ciaran Brogan Mayor Letterkenny and manager of the Salmon Inn at the launch of the CD. 
Also included are John Kissenger Coyle and Peter Hughes, who produced and engineered the CD 
which was recorded live in the Salmon Inn.     
 

Paddy O’Grady, Falcarragh pictured with his wife Madge and family who has retired as a bus driver 
at Glenveagh National Park at his retirement function on Friday in the Lagoon Lounge, Termon.

A record €6972.87 the result of a recent 12 hour fast by students of Loreto Community School, Milford was divided equally between three Irish charities. A 
representative from each of the Donegal Hospice (Lucy McGettigan), the St. Vincent de Paul Society (Margaret McGettigan) and The Ann Sullivan Foundation 
for Deaf/Blind (Finola Loughrey and Kathleen Deasy) accepted the cheque from Leaving Cert students Karen Boyle and Frances Matson at a special pres-
entation in the school on Thursday last. Also included is a representative group of students with Ms. Mary McGinley, Vice Principal and fast co-ordinators Ms. 
Eileen Doherty and Ms. Sheila Harrison.Tourism and Sports Minister Dr. James McDaid with members of the Termon Women’s Group on a recent visit to the Dail.  

At the first of the Milford Park Development 600 club draws in the IRD office on Monday night were from left, Hugo Duggan, 
Cecelia Coyle, Joe McNulty, Pat Curley, Catherine McCann, Eddie McCleary, Frank McGettigan, Joe McGinley who made 
the draw, Fergus Friel, Jayne Quigg and Bernie McConigley. 

Fishey tales from the Salmon InnNRA grant tumbles 
by 34.3% 

 The National Roads Allocation for Donegal in 
2002 is down by 34.3% on last year and news of 
the funding decrease caused ripples of disbelief 
and anger in some circles at the weekend.  The al-
location is €11.24 million as compared with €17.1 
million a year ago. It was anticipated that there 
would be reductions based on the Exchequer’s 
downturn but as it turned out nobody appeared to 
be ready for such a savage cutback on the thresh-
old of a general election.  As government repre-
sentatives attempt to talk up the funding the 
Opposition parties have predictably hammered 
into what the say is a woeful disregard for the 
problems in county Donegal.  It now emerges that 
not one single project is going to construction this 
year and that includes the Mountain Top section 
of the N56. A leading member of the Illistrin Ac-
tion Group said they had confidently expected de-
livery of ten million pounds. He added they were 
promised that amount to complete the road from 
the Termon junction towards the Mountain Top 
and he was astonished about the whereabouts of 
this funding. A sum of €1.75 million (£1.34 mil-
lion) has now been allocated to this road and the 
Illistrin Group is to meet in private this weekend 
to discuss their next course of action. Last year 
they threatened to run a candidate in the general 
election if there was not enough progress with the 
2002 allocation from the national roads authority. 
It now remains to be seen if the group is satisfied 
with the current allocation. The extent of the 
downturn in funding was clearly underlined dur-
ing the monthly meeting of Letterkenny Town 

Council on Monday evening when the members 
were informed there was no funding forthcoming 
from the NRA for completion of the long running 
saga of the Port Bridge Roundabout.  The County 
Manager said that a sum of half a million pounds 
was needed to have the junction completed and 
open by the scheduled date of June and he vowed 
the works would be completed and the money 
would have to be found from somewhere.  The 
senior roads engineer James Boyle said the Coun-
cil was faced with many problems in relation to 
the lack of money from the NRA and it was an 
issue that would have to addressed urgently. He 
said that Letterkenny was not alone in the lack of 
funding this year and it posed huge problems for 
Donegal Co. Council. The NRA allocations are 
made up of a grant of €8.155 million for improve-
ments and a sum of €3.085 million towards main-
tenance works. The main improvement grants 
include €320,000 for design and planning at the 
Manor roundabout along with €900,000 for the 
Ballyshannon-Bundoran bypass while a sum of 
€630,000 goes towards the Ballybofey-Stranorlar 
bypass. A further €840,000 is given to the Mount-
charles by pass.  In the general Letterkenny area 
the Mountain Top road is allocated €1.75 million 
for planning and design and it is hoped this allo-
cation will bring the route to construction stage 
next year although that has not yet been con-
firmed.  A sum of €100,000 goes to the Prumerica 
roundabout.  In the major maintenance category 
there is a sum of €600,000 for priority works and 
€350,000 for annual resurfacing.   

IFA President in Letterkenny 
 The new IFA President John Dillon will be in Let-
terkenny on next Wednesday evening when he will 
address the AGM of the county executive at the 
Mount Errigal Hotel.   
 It’s his first meeting in the county since the IFA 
election race during which he joined the other 
three candidates for a debate at a county executive 
meeting in November.   
 Dillon failed to gain any substantial foothold 
among this county’s IFA branches and in the elec-

tion race for President he only secured the votes of 
four branches of the 29: these were mainly areas 
affected by sheep headage problems at Fanad: 
Glenswilly-Churchill: Falcarragh-Gortahork and 
in Creeslough-Dunfanaghy.  Dillon is expected to 
outline his strategy for improving farm incomes 
over the next four years and he is also expected to 
deal with the tumbling beef prices which are a 
huge source of concern to the farm community at 
the moment.  

Council meeting calls for action 
on Lurgybrack ‘death trap’ 

 Letterkenny Town 
Council is to consider 
what safety measures 
can be taken at Lurgy-
brack school where 
major concerns have 
arisen over the levels 
and speed of the traffic 
flow on the adjoining 
road. Cllr. Terry McEniff 
had a motion down for 
discussion at Monday 
night’s meeting seeking 
urgent action and he 
said that he feared a 
fatality at the school 
with parents emerging 

onto one of the fastest stretches of 
roadway in the whole county. He was 
unanimously supported on his mo-
tion and while Cllr. Sean Maloney 
questioned the veracity of the motion 
since the area concerned was outside 
the remit of the town council there 
was no doubting the seriousness of 
the problem. It seems that the school 
population is made up some 80% 
with children of families resident in 
the town council area. 
 However Cllr.  Maloney while not 
disputing the content of the motion 
made the  valid point that this matter 
was one for the County Council or 
the Letterkenny electoral area meet-
ing to take on board and attempt to 
find a resolution. McEniff pointed 
out that when they were out canvass-
ing for votes in the Council election 
three years ago this part of Letter-
kenny was covered and promsies 
were made to the community to ad-
dress the problem. Since then the 
road has undergone substantial up-
grading and the upshot of this is that 
traffic is moving at a much faster 
speed especially coming down the 
hill. And the volumes of vehicles has 
increased - alarmingly. Alongside 
this fact is that parents collecting and 
leaving off their children have serious 
difficulties crossing the road.  And 
this fact was underscored by all 
Councillors on Monday night as they 
implored the officials and roads en-
gineers to try and find an immediate 
and safe solution. The situation was 
invariably described as ‘a death trap’ 
and ‘an serious accident waiting to 
happen’. Everyone called for prompt 
action and while none of the Coun-
cillors had an immediate solution 
they were adamant that it was an  im-
perative that safety measures must be 
installed immediately. Measures such 
as markings and flashing amber 
lights denoting a school junction 
have already been put in place  but 
nowadays the climbing section of 
this major road has two two lanes 
making it virtually impossible to 
cross over from the school parking 
lot in any degree of safety. Terry  
McEniff said that twenty years ago 
this was a quiet country location 
until someone put the road down 

past the school. He said there was no 
doubt that a fatality could take place 
there and they could not sit back and 
allow that to happen. Speed of ve-
hicles coming down the road ex-
ceeded eighty miles per hour and 
measures now in place could never 
address the problem. The motion was 
seconded by Cllr. Dessie Larkin who 
said he had no idea how the problem 
could be solved... ‘but solved it must 
be’. He said he had been along with 
engineers who surveyed the situation 
and it was far too serious to ignore 
for  one minute longer. Adding that 
the engineering and safety depart-
ments of the Council had taken all 
steps available to them by way of 
safety and markings it was now ob-
vious that the situation was far too 
serious to leave it alone. He said the 
Council had done everything poss-
ible to find a solution and as far as he 
now could see the road would have 
to be realigned away from the school 
or else they would have to consider 
the prospect of putting in a flyover. 
Victor Fisher and Jim Lynch ex-
pressed sentiments of a similar na-
ture and Jimmy Harte said that 
taking traffic away from the school 
was the only alternative and the only 
solution. Jim Lynch said he had 
children at the school in previous 
years and he was very conscious of 
the problem and apart from leaving 
it to the experts he could not offer 
any other solution but he supported 
any measures that  would add the 
safety of the children and the parents. 
Cllr. Sean Maloney while agreeing 
with the principles and traffic ha-
zards at Lurgybrack said it was im-
portant to remember that the area in 
question was outside of the town 
council boundary and he said it 
would be far more appropriate to 
have the matter discussed at county 
council level. Maloney said discuss-
ing this issue at the town council was 
setting a dangerous precedent and 
several other schools such as Illistrin 
were also right on the edge of town 
but these areas were the responsibil-
ity of the  County Council. The 
Mayor, Cllr. Ciaran Brogan also 
added his voice calling for immediate 
action to address the problem.   

No NRA allocation to complete 
Port Bridge Roundabout  

 The failure of the NRA to provide 
any money for the completion of the 
Port Road Roundabout occupied 
valuable time and energy at the 
monthly meeting of the town council 
in Letterkenny on Monday night.  
The County Manager Michael 
McLoone vowed that the half a mil-
lion pounds needed to complete the 
project on its scheduled completion 
date of June must be and would be 
found.  Maybe his optimism is 
crafted on the notion that an election 
can find a way and a will to source 
monies from government depart-
ments and he emphasised that the 

roundabout would be finished ‘and 
the money would have to be found’.  
Earlier the senior roads engineer 
James Boyle told the meeting of the 
consequences of the downturn in 
NRA funding for national secondary 
roads in Donegal this year.  But in 
fact it was the town gardener David 
Donnelly who gave us the first hint 
of a slowdown or a crisis emerging. 
David was in the Chamber to give a 
detailed account of his plans for 
planting flowers and shrubs across 
the town council area in 2002.  He 
said the Port Road Roundabout was 
a major job since it was the primary 

entrance to town and he 
saw his project being of a 
three years duration 
period. But since there 
were difficulties as a result 
of a lack of funding for the 
completion of works there 
this year he might have to 
alter his plans for planting 
at the bridge for the time 
being. It was almost pass 
the parcel time as the 
press reporters wondered 
what exactly was going 
on. After David’s excellent 
presentation James Boyle 
said that the extent of the 
NRA allocations an-
nounced on last Thursday 
posed difficulties and 
there was no allocation for 
completion of the round-
about at the Port Bridge. 
However he said this 
required an urgent meet-
ing with NRA officials and 
they now had similar 
problems with a number 
of other projects in the 
county. The meeting 
heard members say the lo-
cation was now in such a 
dangerous condition that 
it could not be left in it’s 
current state and later 
Cllr. Dessie Larkin was in-
formed that a sum of 
£100,000 had been reallo-
cated from the Port Bridge 
works to Lifford and Tul-
lyrap on the N14 but he 
said the much more 

Town Gardener reports on successful year  
 David Donnelly Letterkenny town council’s gardener told the monthly 
meeting on Monday night that more emphasis was being placed on more 
colours on the Main Street this year.   He was presenting his annual report 
and he was highly complimented by all the members for his input into the 
developments which has led to a huge improvement in the way Letterkenny 
looks with landscaping and flower arrangements around the council areas.   
Mr. Donnelly said that summer bedding plant production was in the order 
of 35,000 plants and the spring bedding plant production was 25.000 plants.  
He responded to various queries from the members in relation to their areas 
and he emphasised that all broken or damaged trees would be replaced 
throughout the open spaces and restocking of any shrub areas in need of re-
planting would be taking place.  

money had been spent 
at the Bridge than had 
been allocated and the 
transfer of this money 
was not an issue pre-
venting it’s completion 
now.  Earlier the 
meeting was told that 
the bridge was on 
schedule for comple-
tion in June and James 
Boyle dealt with a 
number of queries in 
relation to other roads 

and traffic congestion around the 
town. Terry McEniff calling for some 
action to deal with the traffic chaos 
said it had taken him sixteen minutes 
from accessing the Port Bridge to get 
to the meeting and only a few years ago 
the same journey took less than five 
minutes.  Mr. Boyle also confirmed 
that the CPO for lands adjoining the 
bridge had been processed and the 
matter of compensation was now 
going to arbitration to determine the 
value. Following questions the County 
Manager said the costs of the land pur-
chase would be borne out of the allo-
cations from the NRA. Cllrs. 
complained that many of the traffic 
problems especially at peak times 
arose because of the current difficulties 
at the Port Bridge and the officials were 
urged to find an immediate solution. 
The notion of shoving everything with 
regard to the traffic chaos onto a con-
sultant’s traffic management report 
was not acceptable said Cllr. McEniff 
and he was seeking some solution of a 
more urgent nature. The meeting spent 

quite an amount of time discussing 
how to deal with the four corners on 
the roundabout: is this the only round-
about in Ireland with corners we won-
dered? Cllr. Dessie Larkin described 
the roundabout in an uncompleted 
state as ‘a death trap’ and he wondered 
what exactly the NRA was playing at. 
Mr. Boyle reassured the meeting that 
the Loop Section of the Blaney road 
does not have any funding problems 
and things there would go ahead on 
schedule. He also dealt with several 
other roads issues including the route 
from Dunnes Stores to Sallaghgrane. 
This stuff is, it seems now referred to 
the traffic transportation consultants 
and we must await their report. The 
roads engineer said he did not know of 
any other road at such an advanced 
stage of completion that was not being 
funded. It all sounded absurd and in-
congruous when Mr. Boyle said it 
would actually cost more to shut down 
the current works than it would take to 
have the roundabout completed...roll 
on the election campaign! 

Dumped fridges and freezers seeking a home 
 The problem with discarded 
fridges and freezers around Letter-
kenny was the subject of some chat 
at Monday’s meeting when Sean 
Maloney put down a motion ask-
ing that these unwanted and 
dumped items be collected and 
stored in the council yard. He said 
there were huge numbers of these 
items dumped all over the place 
and he urged the members to back 
his motion. For one horrible mo-
ment it seemed as if he might not 

even find a seconder for his proposal. But 
Jim Lynch came to the rescue...once again.  
Maloney said that space must be provided 
for these since they contained gas, which 
they were obliged to remove and make them 
safe. He said the council yard could accom-
modate them until a proper solution was 
found or else made safe.   Cllr. Dessie Larkin 
among others poured cold water on the Ma-
loney motion. “Its impracticable and such an 
idea will be frowned on by the authorities. 
There is not even one facility in the UK for 
handling this gas and I can’t support this mo-
tion,” added Larkin.  
   

Glencar Residents Group to 
address town council   “Has this Town Council bought the 56 

houses at Glencar Scotch” asked Sean Malo-
ney at Monday night’s meeting. This item 
was discussed for 75 minutes at the previous 
meeting and it seems that in the intervening 
period the matter also came up for dis-
cussion at the Letterkenny electoral area 
meeting. Once again the meeting was at-
tended by four members of the Glencar Resi-
dents Association. The four arrived on the 
presumption that the Council was to hear a 
submission from them but it did not pan out 
that way. 
 One member told the Tribune that the town 
council had already agreed to meet with the 
group at the previous meeting but it was then 
postponed until Monday night last. However 
the agenda did not have that item on the 
agenda.  However this did not deter the four 
representatives from staying at the meeting 
and listening to the debates. Later as the 
meeting ended it was agreed the Glencar 
group would be allowed to make a sub-
mission to the next meeting in April.  

Children onstage in the Ramelton Panto Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs in the Town Hall.
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Mulroy Drive recognised as looped route off the WAW
 Mulroy Drive was officially recog-
nised as one of the looped routes off 
the Wild Atlantic Way and ten new 
and updated viewing points designed 
to encourage visitors to explore more 
and stay longer around the Mulroy 
Bay were launched on Friday.
   Developed with an investment of 
€160,000 from Fáilte Ireland and 
€80,000 from Donegal County Coun-
cil, the viewing points will bring local 
stories to life and maximise the opti-
mum vantage points along the 38km 
route, which was originally created by 
the Mulroy Drive Tourism Group. 
  Five new viewing points have been 
installed two at  Kerrykeel, Car-
lan South,  Tamney  and  Wood-
quarter  and five existing viewing 
points have been upgraded at  Kin-
drum, Kerrykeel Pier, Milford, Cran-
ford and Devlinreagh.  
 Following the unveiling of one of the 
signs at the layby on the Milford to 
Kerrykeel Road proceedings moved 
to Logues of Cranford for refresh-
ments and speeches. As the photo-
graphs were being taken, Hugh Hunt-

er and some of his Eco Adventure 
Group were on the Bay which was 
so calm it resembled a sheet of glass 
as they were out on their kayaks and 
paddle boards. 
 Some local tourism operations such 
as the Mulroy Woods Hotel, Ripples 
Restaurant, Kerrykeel, The Fanad 
Lighthouse, Mulroy Bay Mussels, 
Feelfree Kayaking and the Donegal 
Car Rally had representatives on hand 
to outline what they had to offer.
 MC for the afternoon Kevin Logue, 
welcomed everyone and said that 
you will always find a warm welcome 
along the Mulroy Drive and your ex-
perience will be second to none.
 Paddy Logue was the person who 
got the Mulroy Drive off the ground 
and he wanted to encourage people to 
veer off the Wild Atlantic Way which 
bypassed the general Mulroy Bay 
area. The WAW takes visitors from 
Ramelton, into Rathmullan onto 
Portsalon and the Fanad Lighthouse, 
over the Fanad Bridge and into Car-
rigart and Downings. Unfortunately 
for businesses in Kerrykeel, Milford 

and Cranford and more 
especially visitors they 
were not being encour-
aged to visit those areas.
 Paddy paid tribute to 
Failte Ireland saying 
that ten years ago when 
Sean Quinn was CEO 
he launched the Mul-
roy Drive and promised 
them that the Drive 
would be added as a sub 
route to the WAW.
 In the meantime alot 
of work has been done 
in finding the viewing 
points, tidying them up 
and erecting historical 
stones for tourists and 
locals as well to explain 
the area.
 He said we have a fan-
tastic tourism destina-
tion in the area to 

At one of the new viewing points at Kerrykeel was from left members of the Mulroy Drive Group - Michael McGinley, Ernest Stewart, David 
Leonard and Siobhan King, Failte Ireland, John McCarron, Joe McHugh TD, Dolores McGee, Michael McBride, Dessie McGettigan, Dan-
ny McGee, Paddy Logue, Chairperson Mulroy Drive Tourism Group, Tommy Logue, Joan Crawford, Failte Ireland, Senator Niall Blaney 
and Barney McLaughlin, Donegal County Council.

Martin McHugh with Eileen McElwee, Margaret Boyce, Angie Gallagher at the launch.At the Donegal Car Rally stand were Cllr. Ciaran Brogan, Seamus McGettigan and Ernest Stewart.

At the launch on the shores of Mulroy Bay were Dolores McGee, Millstone Self Catering Cottages with Cllrs. 
Ciaran Brogan, Donal ‘Mandy’ Kelly and Donal Coyle and Deputy Padriag MacLochlainn. Patricia and Jo from the Mulroy Woods Hotel, Milford at the launch.

Eimear Ní Mhathúna and Cait Fealty from the Fanad Lighthouse with Declan 
Meehan, IRD Milford. Hugh and Brigid Wilhare from Mulroy Bay Mussels.

Danny and Dolores McGee from Millstone Self Catering Cottages with Mark 
McGettigan, Feelfree Kayaking and Ripples Restaurant Kerrykeel.

Where’s 
Shanagh?!

If you can spot Shanagh 
hiding in one of our Adverts this week 

text us on 086 2147088. 
You could win a €50 voucher 
for Whoriskey’s of Ramelton 

She can be hiding in any advert on 
any page....  just txt us your name 

and address and the advert she’s in 
before Monday 14th March at 6pm 

to be in with a chance to win...
This week’s winner was Michelle McKinney, Skreen, 

Kilmacrennan who found Shanagh in the 
Tully Lawnmowers Advert on Page 31 and 

wins a €50 voucher for Whoriskey’s of Ramelton.

Win a€50Voucher

Rinne páistí agus foireann Scoil agus Naíonra Cholmcille, Duibhlinn Riabhach, Carraig Airt, bailiúchán chun na 
ndídeanaithe ón Úcráin ar na mallaibh. Rachaidh an t-iomlán go dtí teorann na Polainne le cuidiú le cuid acu 
sin atá i gcruachás de thairbhe an ionsaithe a rinne an Rúis orthu le tamall anuas. Ba mhaith leis an Scoil agus 
an Naíonra buíochas mór a ghabháil le achan duine a chuidigh ar dhóigh amháin nó ar dhóigh eile.

The pupils and staff of Scoil Cholmcille and Naíonra Cholmcille, Devlinreagh, Carrigart recently undertook a 
collection for the refugees from Ukraine. All supplies collected will be carried by lorry to the Polish border to 
help some of those experiencing hardship as a result of the attack on their country by Russia. Scoil Cholmcille 
and Naíonra Cholmcille would like to thank all those who supported this collection in any way.

Read DL 2022 launches on World Book Day

Work Matters event
  As part of Work Matters at Your Library and Lo-
cal Enterprise Week, Central Library Letterkenny 
will present a free Marketing Workshop with Eve-
lyn McGlynn on this Thursday 10th March from 
6.30pm to 7.30pm. 
Evelyn McGlynn is a trainer, author, and business 
and life coach. She is the Marketing and Commu-
nications Officer with Donegal Women in Busi-

ness Network, and blogger at Donegal Mammy. 
Evelyn will share tips for digital and practical mar-
keting and show how creativity, innovation and 
networking is key to business growth.

 You can book a place for Evelyn’s workshop by 
emailing central@donegallibrary.ie or by phone 
on 074 9124950.

Read DL was launched on World Book Day, March 
3rd, at an outside broadcast with John Breslin’s 
Around the Northwest at Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology. Based on the worldwide ‘One Book, 
One Community’ project, Read DL has grown from 
strength-to-strength in recent years and this year 
boasts its greatest participation numbers to date. 
For Read DL 2022, schools, organisations, and indi-
viduals across Donegal will be reading Check Mates 
by Stewart Foster. 
The book is a heart-warming tale about a young boy 
who struggles at school and explores the challenges 
of having ADHD, relationships and finding lessons 
from unexpected places. 
The author Stewart Foster joined John Breslin live 
on air to talk about the book and his delight at being 
involved in the initiative.
This year Read DL has distributed 3,100 books 
across Donegal and due to unprecedented demand 

had to close registration early in December. 
Anyone interested in participating this year can 
connect with ReadDL on social media and visit 
the website www.readdonegal.com.



 In Ukraine, 
the the horror 
and disbelief 
isetched on 
faces as they 
trudge along 
on a tidal wave 
of emotion in 
convoys to bor-
ders where they 
will be safe and 
given shelter. It 
should be a les-
son that history 
repeats itself if 
left unchecked. 
The condem-
nation of Rus-
sia from the 
high-heavens 
by the western 
world is under-
standable and 
justified. Every-
one deserves to 
have an opin-
ion even if it’s 
based partly on 
half-truths.
Living in the 
‘West’, we tend 
to believe with-
out question 
the informa-
tion via news 
or media chan-
nels. However 
this is anoth-
er reality that 
deserves air-
ing, and that’s the role of NATO. 
They’ve embarked on wars where 
many died as the result of indis-
criminate bombings, as was the 
case in Iraq and Libya. 
The war now raging could end 
with catastrophic circumstances, 
if western allies engage directly on 
the Ukrainian side. NATO cannot 
take the high moral ground, as 
there has been ongoing and need-
less provocation of Russia for many 
years. 
 One of the most important players 
involved in the Irish peace process, 
former president Bill Clinton’ along 
with his administration invited for-
mer Warsaw pact countries to join 
NATO. This annoyed the Russian 
president of the time Boris Yeltsin 
and added fuel to a fire that was 
almost extinct, with the disband-
ment of the Warsaw Pact. 
If NATO had done the same in-
stead of encroaching and almost 
encircling Russia with their ideal-
istic expansionist plans, would we 
be in the dire plight that we’re in 
today? I think not. 
With them sitting on Russia’s bor-
ders, it created distrust and a fear 
that the western allies had no in-
tension of stopping their march 
into Soviet proclaimed territory. 
President Putin warned of these 
intrusions into their security zone 
in 2007 at the annual Munich secu-
rity conference, but these warnings 
went unheeded. 
Under President Barrack Obama’s 
leadership and disastrous foreign 
policy, they carried on regardless 
by getting involved in Ukraine’s 
internal politics when the Russian 
leaning president got turned out, 
and replaced by a western leaning 
one instead. 
 In his attempt to become some-
thing of a world leader in vocal 
condemnation of Russia, The Tao-
iseach Michael Martin seems to 
suffer amnesia when it comes to 
his own doorstep. Only a number 
of weeks ago he along with a con-
tingent travelled to Derry for the 

fiftieth anniversary of  “Bloody 
Sunday 1972.
Was there a Michael Collins mo-
ment of shouting for justice from 
the back of a lorry on what took 
place on the streets of Derry fifty 
years ago? Or did the Taoiseach call 
out Boris Johnson over the Bally-
murphy massacre or Eddie Fuller-
ton’s murder? Oh no it was all hush, 
hush whispering apologies for their 
hurt and bereavement, before scur-
rying off, only breathing a sigh of 
relief once he reached Monaghan.
 Charity begins at home, especial-
ly when you have no influence 
over these tragic events happening 
3,306.8 km from these shores. 
It’s strange how many of those voic-
es within the Dail are calling for the 
arming of civilians in the Ukraini-
an conflict. And speaking of brav-
ery as men women and teenagers 
make petrol bombs to use against 
an army that’s not wanted on their 
streets. Yet those same voices have 
the temerity to describe the people 
who used those same tactics on the 
streets of Ballymurphy, Creggan or 
Carrickmore as Terrorists!
 It truly does leave a lot of unan-
swered questions of why it’s brave 
for some and cowardly for others. 
Michael Martin, Leo Varadkar and 
Simon Coveney are being urged 
to send a courier with a few odds 
and ends from the armoury in the 
Curragh camp to Ukraine. If it did 
happen, it wouldn’t be the first time 
that bits and pieces from that ar-
moury made its way into the hands 
of freedom fighters.
 I thought it was better to talk rath-
er than go to war. Even to this day, 
barbs and daggers are being flung 
across the Dail floor in relation to 
people who in the past made pet-
rol bombs and used guns to defend 
their besieged communities. 
They streamed with their belong-
ings into Donegal and Monaghan 
seeking safety and shelter, while 
urging others to do just that in a 
far-off land is hypocritical in the 
extreme.

James Woods, Gortahork
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Ireland’s proud 
response for Ukraine

There never can be any rationale or reason for the demonic mindset of Putin and no 
amount of posturing about NATO or errors of judgement by the USA can be used as an 

excuse for the invasion of Ukraine. Democracy has been rocked to its core by the actions of 
Putin and our support is vital in providing help and humanitarian aid because this is the 

worst conflict and the biggest displacement of people since the nineteen forties.
The Tirconaill Tribune is published by 

Shanagh Publications Ltd., Milford, Co. Donegal.

The outpouring of generosity and 
support of the Irish nation left 
our country standing proud when 
Friday’s Late Show recorded a 
figure of €2.2 million donated for 
the people of Ukraine within less 
than two hours. It is something very 
special and it reflects our spirit of 
giving: of generosity and sympathy 
to a country almost three thousand 
kilometres from our shores.
This is Ireland with a huge heart-
beat of giving donations and a 
legacy of fundraising and with the 
government having already donated 
€10 million inside eight days this 
country is playing a sterling role in 
doing what we do best… helping 
out in war torn countries and never 
was that money more needed as 
bombs continue to rain down on 
Ukraine, delivering murder, disas-
ter and terror be a demonic leader. 
And there is no real knowing where 
he will stop if his own army does 
to step in and put an end to the 
invasion.
There never can be any rationale or 
reason for the demonic mindset of 
Putin and no amount of posturing 
about NATO or errors of judge-
ment by the USA can be used as an 
excuse for the invasion of Ukraine.
Democracy has been rocked to its 
core by the actions of Putin and our 
support is vital in providing help 
and humanitarian aid because this 
is the worst conflict and the biggest 
displacement of people since the 
nineteen forties. 
We are a great people: generous to 
a point and for hundreds of years 
our missionaries have gone out 
around the Globe providing aid: 
offering hope through education, 
health and food and spreading the 
Faith and that might have been in 
Japan, Korea, Nigeria and the great 
African continent where we helped 
staring millions, many displaced by 

atrocities and acts of war.
Now is not a really good time for 
a debate on our neutrality or for 
political grandstanding. Ireland’s 
traditional policy of military 
neutrality characterised by our 
non-participation in any military 
alliance  is a commitment recog-
nised by our European partners 
in the legally-binding protocols 
attached to the Lisbon Treaty. 
The Constitution provides a further 
safeguard on this issue where 
Article 29(4)(9) states, “The State 
shall not adopt a decision taken by 
the European Council to establish 
a common defence pursuant to Ar-
ticle 42 of the Treaty on European 
Union where that common defence 
would include the State”.
Ireland’s military neutrality brings 
with it a deep commitment to inter-
national peace and security which 
the government of the day works 
to achieve through our efforts in 
peacekeeping, conflict-prevention 
and support for human rights - in 
many cases alongside our European 
partners. 
 The invasion of Ukraine has 
changed the world order forever. 
Nowhere is this more evident than 
in Germany where in a space of 24 
hours there was a total reversal of 
their policy towards Russia. Their 
Chancellor, Olaf Scholz only came 
to power in December, but within a 
single day he transformed modern 
Germany’s foreign policy.
During an emergency parliamen-
tary session on Ukraine Chancellor 
Scholz announced an additional 
£84 billion for the German army. 
He went on to announce the kind 
of measures  that would have been 
unthinkable a week earlier, includ-
ing a constitutional commitment to 
Nato’s military spending target of 
2% of GDP. And he confirmed that 
Germany would be sending weap-

ons directly to Ukraine.
Within a few days Vladimir Putin 
has managed to do what Nato 
allies have spent years trying to 
achieve: a massive increase of 
military spending in Germany.
This was, without doubt, arguably 
one of the biggest shifts ever seen 
in Germany’s post-war foreign 
policy.
Before Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, such a militaristic 
stance would have been unac-
ceptable for most Germans.
Traditionally Berlin focuses on 
diplomacy and dialogue, not mil-
itary might, and historically there 
are deep economic and cultural 
links between both countries.
The  political debate about Russia 
has always been diverse with 
many in Germany willing to at 
least attempt to understand Mos-
cow’s view.
But Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has shocked and stunned Ger-
many’s government and public 
opinion has turned hostile to the 
Kremlin.
And the sanctions have seen the 
Russian financial markets go into 
freefall. Never previously has 
the West collaborated in such a 
meaningful way and that will tell, 
perhaps in the short term. The 
united front of western democra-
cy has been amazing in a cohesive 
way in stopping Putin by hitting 
his war chest of €577 billion.
The West has severed trading 
relationships with Russia on a 
scale thought unimaginable. 
That’s because governments 
around the world have taken 
coordinated action with  sanc-
tions to target Russia’s banking 
system, state-controlled com-
panies and powerful oligarchs. 
Under self-imposed restrictions, 
companies in Europe and the US 
have followed suit, with energy 
firms severing corporate ties and 
brands refusing to export their 
consumer goods. 
 Initially the exclusion of Rus-
sian banks from Swift was a last 
resort. But it has happened under 
EU sanctions with seven Russian 
banks excluded from the system.
The EU has moved to ban prom-
inent individuals from travelling 
to and from the EU and frozen 
the assets they hold in the region, 
along with 53 businesses and 
organisations connected to the 
Russian state.
 At least 30 countries have 
banned Russian planes from 
their airspace, deepening Russia’s 
isolation from the world. The US 
has prohibited Russian passen-
ger, cargo and charter flights, 
joining Canada, the EU and the 
UK. Moscow has responded with 
tit-for-tat bans that end the busy 
flow of traffic in the skies.
 Before the ban, 300 flights a 

day left Russia to land or fly 
over the EU, while EU carriers 
landed 50 planes and flew 90 
over the world’s biggest country 
by land area. In a move targeting 
oligarchs, Russian nationals will 
not be able to charter planes to fly 
into the EU or use private jets in 
the UK.
The move will also impose costs 
on western planes bound for Asia 
that will be obliged to make cost-
ly and time-consuming detours 
around Siberia. EU officials esti-
mate an extra four hours could be 
added to a flight from northern 
Europe to an Asian destination.
 And the big brand companies 
are all considering their options: 
Apple has paused their sales in 
Russia while Nike prevented 
Russian customers from buying 
online, joining a growing list of 
companies to distance themselves 
from the country in response to 
its invasion of Ukraine. 
 Carmaker, Ford has suspended 
its commercial van joint venture 
in Russia until further notice. 
It is among several automakers, 
including rival General Motors, 
Jaguar Land Rover and Renault, 
to halt sales and operations in 
Russia in the last few days.
Adidas suspended its partnership 
with the Russian Football Union, 
while major names who’ve joined 
the sanctions include DHL, 
Facebook, Apple, H&M, Disney, 
FedEx, Ikea, DPD and the list 
continues to grow.
 On Friday’s Late Late Show, 
which raised over €3million, 
Micheál Martin announced the 
establishment of a register for 
people to pledge support for 
Ukrainian refugees arriving into 
Ireland.
 The Taoiseach said that he 
believes that Ukraine’s applica-
tion to join the European Union 
should be fast tracked. He said 
that the process is too slow and 
has been a strategic mistake.
Ireland has reacted with aid: with 
experience of their own previous 
generations beyond the Great 
Famine. Our ancestors made 
great and gallant sacrifices for 
our times and we are returning 
that confidence with donations: 
with every parish in the country 
on a huge fundraising campaign 
and congratulations to each and 
every citizen for their spirit of 
generosity as we move onwards 
from the shadows of Covid.
We’ve seen unarmed teenagers 
in Northern Ireland in the recent 
past battle to man the burning 
barricades to stop their commu-
nities being ravaged by an army 
out of control and this point was 
brought home to all of us who 
were lucky enough to be at a 
book launch in Termon on Friday 
night. Nowadays, the Free World 

rightly applauds young Ukranians using Kal-
ashnikov guns to defend their freedom, a very 
recent generation in this country was not so 
lucky. And every time a volunteer lost in battle 
is remembered at lonely spots where they died, 
there is political hell to pay for those daring to 
commemorate those teenagers. Perhaps what is 
being witnessed in Ukraine is a reminder to our 
leaders that lack of political leadership  creates a 
vacuum that has to be filled by other
 Russia is being hit hard by the sanctions: 
however that pales into insignificance when 
compared with the death and destruction being 
visited on Ukraine. People are rightly asking 
if Putin is an evil sent amongst the people of 
the earth as a challenge to mankind to create a 
world where such evil can be confronted and 
removed: but how? There are no clear answers 
and it seems as if the past fortnight has seen 
time stand still as all other nations can only look 
on at the devastation being rained down on a 
country and all world leaders can to is to wait 
and wonder what might happen next. 
These are very difficult, very dark times for 
civilisation and answers to the fear and anxiety 
abroad in our midst are hard to find. We take 
consolation that someone will find an answer. 
Sanctions are all the great nations in the 
western world can offer but there is not much 
else emerging as a solution to bring peace to 
Ukraine.
 The US and Europe  have imposed the most 
crippling and severity of sanctions ever levelled 
against a G20 country. Russia has been treated 
like Iran, North Korea, Venezuela. Russian mon-
ey, until recently so eagerly sought, so politically 
acceptable has been sterilised.
There are no options other than an econom-
ic war that the EU and Nato members have 
launched against Russia is mainly financial, and 
technological, cutting it off from its overseas 
assets, which are now unusable, and preventing 
it from buying all sorts of critical equipment.
 The overseas operations of Russian financial in-
stitutions have been halted with their oligarchs 
under a forensic spotlight, perhaps in the hope 
that they can bring Putin to see that diplomacy 
is the way forward rather than engaging in acts 
of sheer terror.
The Russian financial institutions are now ex-
pelled from the technical mechanisms of global 
capitalism. The consequences have been clear, 
a huge devaluation of the rouble, a doubling of 
interest rates, potential runs on domestic banks, 
and the possibility of inflation. 
Russia, as a State has been financially disarmed, 
externally at least.
However the sanctions are being imposed on an 
incremental basis and this is deliberate. Russia 
can still sell its two main exports for hard cash, 
energy and grain, but that is a measure of the 
strength of the west. It does not want to deprive 
the world economy of supplies at a time of 
rising commodity prices. But who is in charge 
is completely clear, and what expectations are 
also. Foreign investors in Russia are pulling out 
as best they can, like BP and Shell, and cultural 
and sporting bodies are acting to ban Russia. 
The belief that international trade would be so 
good for all, that no sane person would ever 
start a war again has turned out to be an illu-
sion. But there was always another much darker 
side to this coin. It was that if a belligerent na-
tion was sanctioned from international trading, 
the economic and social consequences would be 
so crippling it would be forced to cease fighting. 
Let us hope that the carnage visited on Ukraine 
will end sooner rather than later and that the 
world will be a better place for mankind.

New Podcast uploaded 

every Wednesday online

visit with top class beaches and 
golf courses, including three at the 
Rosapenna Hotel developed by the 
Casey Family and also Portsalon 
golf course.
 He thanked Joan Crawford and 
Siobhan King of Failte Ireland, 
Donegal County Council work-
teams and back up teams; Barney 
McLaughlin and his tourism team, 
those who provided the fund-
ing and the engineers James Kelly 

along with David McElwaine and 
Shane Doohan.
 He thanked the politicians who 
were right behind the idea from 
the start and he had special men-
tion for Joe McHugh, joking that he 
even changed his phone number to 
avoid Paddy! (It didn’t work!)
 He thanked his own committee for 
all their work and said “everything 
I asked from them their delivered 
and without them this would not 

be done”.
 The AGM will be held shortly and he appealed for 
new members to get involved with them.
 “It is now up to us to provide something for visitors 
when they come to area and we need to try and ex-
tend the season from Easter right through to Hallow-
een to realistically make any business viable. If you 
have any tourism related ideas, contact us and we will 
try and help you as much as we can,” he concluded.
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle, deputy mayor of the Letterk-
enny Milford Municipal Area said that the interest 
shown by the elected members here today shows the 
importance of the project. Present were Deputy Joe 
McHugh and Padraig MacLochlainn, Senator Niall 
Blaney, Cllrs. Liam Blaney, Ciaran Brogan, Kevin 
Bradley, Donal Coyle, Donal “Mandy” Kelly and Ian 
McGarvey. 
 “We have many jewels in the tourism crown in Don-
egal and I am delighted that the Mulroy Drive is one 
of them. €80,000 has been invested by Donegal Co 
Council and €160,000 by Failte Ireland.
 I recall the passion and belief shown by the Mulroy 
Drive Group when they made a presentation to the 
Council and this will bring extra football and then 
jobs to the area. Well done to Paddy Logue and his 
team on this significant project,” he concluded.
Deputy Joe McHugh praised the Logue family and 
the Group and Failte Ireland for the initiative and 
said that there is a big demand for local tourism her-
itage in this area. This is a great opportunity for tour-
ism interests and local indiginious business and from 
his research he has found that bookings are strong for 
the summer season.
 Praising Paddy Logue’s great work and power of per-
suasion he said, Paddy has been the catalyst in bring-
ing the various agencies together.
 Deputy Padraig MacLochlainn said that he has had 
some great memories of his visits to dances and func-
tions in Logues of Cranford and said this building is 
an institution.
 He said this is now an exciting point that we have 
got to for this grass roots initiative and he praised the 
various groups for their vision and getting people to 
make it happen. 
“It’s all about keeping people here and creating work 
and jobs for our local population”, he said.
 Senator Niall Blaney said “It’s great to see us all work-
ing in the one direction for a change which is differ-
ent to normal and its great to see those involved at the 
start to be still here today.”
 He recalled chatting to fellow Fanad man Hugh Fri-
el when he was CEO of Failte Ireland and being told 
that the Kerry hotels all started off as small businesses 
making small steps along the way to the success they 
are today.
 There are opportunities here now and we need to 
grasp them and he encourages people to start busi-
nesses such as B&B’s etc.
 Barney McLaughlin of Donegal Tourism said that the 
agencies provided the funding and we in the Council 
are a vehicle to help make it work. An opportunity 
now exists and there are only two ‘offshoots’ of the 
WAW in the country and Mulroy Drive is the only 
one in Donegal.
Joan Crawford from the WAW said that Failte Ireland 
wants people to get off the Wild Atlantic Way route 
and visit other areas. 
“The Mulroy Drive was designed to encourage vis-
itors to explore Mulroy Bay, an area of remarkable 
unspoilt beauty. While there were viewing points in 
existence along the route, together with the Council 
and the Mulroy Drive Tourism Group, we identified 
additional points for interpretation. Today, we un-
veiled five new viewing points alongside five updated 
viewing points, which will enhance the visitor expe-
rience and increase dwell time.   
 Created using stories and imagery from local com-
munities across the region, the theme for the new 
viewing points along the Mulroy Drive is ‘gathering 
the harvest of land and sea’. Constructed from locally 
cut stone, the viewing points aim to encourage vis-
itors to sit and take in the beauty and stories of the 
local area,” she said.
 Also launched was a draw sponsored by the Mulroy 
Drive Group and its a trip for two in September or 
October this year to the area. The Commodore John 
Barry Arts and Cultural Center in Philadelphia will 
benefit from the draw.
 The prize for two people includes return flights from 
America to Dublin with connecting flights to Done-
gal Airport. Seven days car hire, accommodation in 
the Harvey’s Point Hotel, Radisson Hotel, Letterken-
ny and the Rosapenna Hotel Downings, plus local ac-
tivities such as kayaking on Mulroy Bay, pony treak-
ing at Ash Tree stables in Coole, Cranford, bike hire 
in Termon, trip to Donegal Castle, boat trip around 
Donegal Bay and a round of golf at Rosapenna golf 
pavilion - everything for two people.
 The Mulroy Drive will be promoted on www.discov-
erireland.ie and a visitor map outlining the route and 
highlighting the activities and attractions visitors can 
enjoy throughout the region  is available for local 
businesses to use. 

Kevin Logue with Cllr. Gerry McMonagle at the 
launch.

Mary T. Sweeney and Neil Cullen from Aontú at the launch.

May Logue and Bridie McHugh at the launch.

Brigid Wilhare, Hugh Hunter and James Duffy at the launch.

Letter to Editor

Ukraine carnage raises 
many questions

Above - Ordinary civilians making petrol bombs to defend 
their communities against an occupying force, Ukraine 
2022 and below in the 1970s in Belfast.
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Groups enjoying the Downings GAA Club dinner dance in the Downings Bay Hotel on Saturday night.

Wanted to purchase
Coastal Wallstead or Site 

with access to water or shoreline in the Creeslough, Carrigart, Downings, 
Fanad, Rathmullan, Portsalon and Dunfanaghy areas

All considered 
Instant payment and discresson assured

Further details of old run down house also considered
Please contact 089 9528844 for full details

Colleges title for Mollie Page

Pupils from Kilmacrennan National School who were confirmed on Friday last in St Columbas Church, Kilmacrennan pictured with their teacher Mel O’Donnell.

Kilmacrennan 
Clean Up

 Kilmacrennan Tidy Towns are having their 
second clean up day on this Saturday the 12th 
March. Please assemble at the Chapel car 
park at 9am. Pickers, gloves and bags will be 
provided. The area for clean up is the Cottain 
Road.

  Former Kilmacrennan Celtic player Mollie Page 
(far right) was a member of the NUI Galway side that 
won the WSCAI Premier Division last Thursday. Mol-
lie featured in central defense for NUI who won on 
penalties after the final had ended 1-1 at the end of 
extra-time. Both goals come during normal time. 

 It was a dramatic finale with the NUI keeper saving 
the fifth penalty before the Galway player converted 
their final spot-kick to set the scene for some great 
celebrations. Mollie Page starred with Kilmacrennan 
Celtic before graduating to the Donegal Women’s 
League the U17 and U19 National League teams.

Mickey Doherty after receiving the Downings GAA Club Hall of Fame Award at the Club’s annual dinner dance 
in the Donwings Bay Hotel on Saturday night pictured with some of his family.



 Remembering the people that had 
the vision and determination to 
make the Donegal Junior Football 
League happen in late 1971 was 
at the heart of a 50th anniversary 
event at the Diamond Park Head-
quarters on Friday night where FAI 
President Gerry McAnaney un-
veiled a plaque to mark the special 

milestone for the game in the coun-
ty. There have been many changes 
over half a century but the league is 
still strong with 39 teams between 
Saturday and Sunday football. In his 
address Gerry McAnaney said vol-
unteers were the heartbeat of local 
football leagues and he appealed for 
more people to become involved to 

keep the game vibrant 
in Donegal and across 
the country.
He also spoke about 
the growth of women’s 
football demonstrated 
at international lev-
el with the Irish team 
Sky and Cadburys. Mr. 
McAnaney said cele-
brating the 50th an-
niversary was special 
for the Donegal Junior 
League. “I want to con-
gratulate the league for 
the tremendous work 
they have done and 
I know they have big 
plans for the future.” 
The executive decided 
on last weekend to host 
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Centenary of Milford shooting marked
The centenary of a fatal shooting in 
Milford was marked by the Done-
gal County Museum last week. 

By Eamonn McFadden
They detailed that 100 years ago, 
on February 23rd 1922, 26-year-old 
Charles Herbert Burns was fatally 
shot by IRA Private Patrick Con-
nelly in Milford.
This chapter of local history was 
well documented at the time and 
the matter was even raised directly 
with Winston Churchill to find an-
swers about the death of the ex-sol-
dier who fought in the First World 
War in France.
Donegal County Museum shared an 
extract from author Liam Ó Duibhir in 
his book, Donegal in the Civil War that 
stated: “a party of IRA men under the 
command of Commandant James Walsh 
was on patrol at the Milford Fair with 
instructions to stop and search all vehi-
cles entering the town. Three IRA men 
spotted two men going into Alcorn’s gro-
cery shop. The IRA men pursued them, 
entered the shop and ordered the two 
to raise their hands: but one man did 
not obey. The order was given again and 
then a third time but the other man put 
his hand into his coat pocket, drawing a 
weapon and was shot in the stomach by 
Patrick Connelly.” 
They went on to outline that Charles was 
born on 15 November 1895 in Kilmac-
rennan and was the son of grocer Samuel 

Burns and his wife Annie (nee Ruther-
ford).
Burns enlisted in the North Irish Horse 
in late 1913. (later Corps of Hussars). 
He embarked for France on 17th August 
1914,  where he fought at the retreat from 
Mons and at the advance to Aisne. He re-
mained on the Western Front through-
out the war. 
In 1919, after the war, he returned home 
to Kilmacrennan, where he worked for 
his father. 
His death was raised first as question 
on the 8th March 1922 in the House of 
Commons and then again on 15th March 
1922, when the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, Winston Churchill was asked 
“whether he has any information in the 
case of Charles Herbert Burns, who was 
shot dead by the Irish Republican Army 
at Milford, County Donegal; whether he 
is aware that the murder of this ex-soldier 

has been justified on the part 
of the Irish Republican Army 
on the ground that it was by 
lawful authority; and if he can 
say whether any representa-
tions have been made to the 
Provisional Government; and 
whether any arrests have been 
made by their authority in 
connection with this matter?
 The reply is listed as:“Accord-
ing to the evidence given at 
the coroner’s inquest in this 
case, Burns was challenged 
and ordered to put up his 

hands by a picket of the so-called Irish 
Republican Army consisting of four 
men, who were under orders to attend at 
Milford Fair and to hold up and disarm 
all unauthorised persons found in the 
possession of firearms, and when chal-
lenged he put his hand to his pocket and 
drew a revolver, whereupon one of the 
four men fired and wounded him fatally. 
I am not aware that the so-called Irish 
Republican Army has made any state-
ment in the matter; but the coroner’s 
jury, consisting of six Protestants and six 
Catholics, none of whom, I understand, 
is a member of the Irish Republican 
Army, found that the man who fired did 
so in the execution of his duty. In view of 
the peculiar circumstances existing at the 
time and in the area where this unfortu-
nate and regrettable event occurred, and 
in view of the finding of the coroner’s 

jury, His Majesty’s Government 
does not propose to take any fur-
ther action in the matter.”
His inquest was held in Milford on 
the 24th February 1922 with the 
Jury made up of six catholic and six 
protestant members. Evidence was 
heard from IRA Cmdt Walsh and 
Private Connelly along with Thom-
as Wilson who was with Charles 
along with the shop assistant in Al-

corn’s Shop. The inquest also heard 
that there were conflicting accounts 
on the presence of a revolver during 
the incident. 
Charles is buried in the Leiter Pres-
byterian Church Graveyard, Kil-
macrenan. His funeral card, pic-
tured above left, is from the Donegal 
County Museum Collection.

Ukraine Appeal
As the situation worsens in Ukraine, 
their plight has moved the entire 
country to help. Dunfanaghy Youths 
is donating their share of the 50/50 
takings from the St Patrick’s day draw, 
they are also organising a collection 
of emergency supplies that will be 
delivered to Poland. 
Items can be left at the back of St 
Michael’s Chapel, or in Primo, Centra, 
Moores or Revive in Dunfanaghy. 
Alternatively, you can contact Joanne 
Hughes 0877414559 or Bernice Alcorn 
0876704445.

Donegal men in The 
American Civil War
 As the clouds of war continue over 
Eastern Europe, we hear daily of 
Ukrainians returning home to fight 
and defend their country against the 
Russian Despot. However, man has 
taken up arms against man since the 
dawn of time and over 160 years ago 
the USA was embroiled in a bitter civil 
war between the northern and the 

southern states which killed thousands 
of people on both sides and among 
them were many Irishmen who fought 
on both sides including men from 
Donegal. It’s estimated that 200,000 
Irish-born soldiers fought in the 
American Civil War, 180,000 of whom 
fought for the Union.
 Among them was Brigadier-General 
Michael Corcoran from Creeslough 
who was one of the most famed Irish 
leaders of the American Civil War. A 
dedicated Fenian, as Colonel of the 
69th New York State Militia he had 
refused to parade the regiment on the 
visit of the Prince of Wales to New 
York in 1860. Captured at First Bull 
Run, his national fame increased as 
he was held under threat of reciprocal 
execution by the Confederate Govern-
ment.
 Released to great fanfare, he formed 
Corcoran’s Irish Legion, one of only 
two brigade-level ethnic Irish forma-
tions to serve in the American Civil 
War. His brigade was decimated in 
1864, but Corcoran did not live to 

see it. He had died in a fall from 
his horse in late 1863. A young 
Michael Corcoran had served in 
the Revenue Police in his native 
Creeslough, a force that was 
largely charged with clamping 
down on illegal distilling.
In 1839 Joe L. Campbell was born 
into an Ulster-Scots Presbyterian 
family in Drumaboden House 
near Ramelton. 
 Shortly before the war his fam-
ily had left their home to join 
relatives in Tennessee, making 
their home in Franklin. During 
the Civil War Joe enlisted in the 
1st Tennessee Infantry, and was 
severely wounded and captured 
at the Battle of Stones River. He 
was exchanged and promoted to 
Sergeant in time to take part in 
the 1863 Battle of Chickamauga, 
where he carried the regimental 
colours. He was shot in the face 
and killed during the unit’s attack 
of 19th September 1863. A mon-
ument was later erected in his 
memory by his brothers in close 
to where he fell.
In the late summer of 1863 
news arrived in the townland of 
Corcreggan to the home of Ann 
and Thomas McKinley. It brought 
devastating tidings about their 
son James who had emigrated to 
America just four years earlier. 
James had traveled to America 
in 1859, joining others from his 
local area in Pennsylvania. Ini-
tially working in an iron foundry. 
This was a regular destination for 
Donegal emigrants in the mid 
1800’s, many of whom settled in 
Pennsylvania and worked in the 
steel mills of Pittsburgh having 
lived first in cities such as New 
York and Boston.
 James regularly remitted money 
home to his aging parents in 
Corcreggan. In Pittsburgh on 

25th July 1861, he enlisted into 
what became the 62nd Pennsylva-
nia Infantry. Two years later, on 
Gettysburg’s Second Day he was 
involved in the savage fighting 
around the Wheatfield, where he 
received a gunshot wound to the 
right thigh. The following day 
James was taken to a local field 
hospital, where he died on 15th 
July. 

Message in 
a Bottle

 In recent months and years 
there have been a number of 
instances of items washing up on 
our beaches and shorelines after 
traveling often for thousands 
of miles. These include fishing 
buoys, golf balls, small boats 
and even one cargo ship which 
was up on the Cork shoreline a 
couple of years ago. In Donegal 
a number of bottles have washed 
ashore recently including two 
on Magheroarty Beach.  Just last 
Friday a bottle was discovered on 
the beach which had been in the 
water since 2009.
It’s very exciting for anyone who 
finds a message in a bottle as they 
seek to identify who the original 
sender was and if they do track 
the senders down new friendships 
can be formed.
Messages placed in bottles have 
been around since around 315BC 
and over the years they have been 
used to study the ocean cur-
rents, and even to send messages 
looking for help for desperate 
shipwrecked sailors looking for 
rescue in the days before modern 
search and rescue methods were 
established and some have re-
mained at sea for over a hundred 
years before they were found.  Its 
interesting to note that despite all 

the modern ways of communi-
cation people are still taking the 
time to write and place messages 
in bottles and that the excitement 
of those who find them is still the 
same as ever.

Read DL 
launched

 Read DL was launched on World 
Book Day on Thursday. For Read 
DL 2022, schools, organisations, 
and individuals across Donegal 
will be reading Check Mates by 
Stewart Foster. The book is a 
heart-warming tale about a young 
boy who struggles at school and 
explores the challenges of having 
ADHD, relationships and finding 
lessons from unexpected places. 
This year the project has distrib-
uted 3,100 books across Done-
gal and due to unprecedented 
demand had to close registration 
early in December. 

Time to 
spring clean

 The good weather has seen tidy 
towns committees turn their 
thoughts towards the upcoming 
Judging of the competition in the 
coming months. These commit-
tees play a vital part in keeping 
towns and villages tidy and 
already some are busy sprucing 
up their local areas by organising 
clean ups and the painting of old 
buildings.  
As well as doing their communi-
ties a great service by their work, 
becoming a member of a local 
tidy towns committee can be very 
beneficial for an individual as 
it can be a good way of meeting 
people and getting exercise whilst 
helping their local communities 
at the same time. 

Volunteers vital as Donegal 
League marks 50 years

League’s eight Chairpersons
 In the 50 year history of the Don-
egal Junior Football League there 
have been eight Chairpersons. The 
late Paddy McFadden who used to 
run a sports shop on Letterkenny’s 
Lower Main Street just below the 
Market Square was the first Chair-
person in 1971 Paddy would have 
been involved with Arcade Athlet-
ic and its successor Bonagee Utd. 
He served for nine years (1971-
1980). The late John McHugh was 
the second Chairperson from 1980 
to 1983. John played and managed 
at Fern Utd and was a stalwart of 
football in the Milford area for five 
decades. 
Killea man Richie Kelly took the 
reins from 1983 for a two-year 
term. Kelly had been involved in 
the plans to bring Finn Harps into 
the League of Ireland in 1969. He 
also had a successful CV as a man-
ager guiding the Donegal Youth 
team to a national title. He had also 
been in charge of Swilly Rovers 
when the Ramelton Club reached 
an FAI Intermediate Cup Final in 
1979. 
Glenea club man Murray Learmont 
took over from Kelly in 1985 for a 
year. He had come from Scotland 
to teach in the secondary school in 
Falcarragh and got involved with 

the Glasherchoo side. Letterkenny 
Rovers club man the late John ‘Go-
rey’ Curran was his successor in 
1986 and served till 1990 the year 
the Republic of Ireland played in 
their first World Cup in Italy. Cur-
ran was a long time administrator 
and was also involved at FAI Junior 
Council level. 
Swilly Rovers legend Joe Duffy be-
came the sixth Chairperson when 
he was elected in 1990. Duffy is the 
second longest serving person in 
that role having served for 12 years 
before stepping down in 2002. He 
was on the first Donegal side to 
claim a national team title when 
Swilly Rovers won the FAI Junior 
Cup in 1962. He was also one of 
the first referees in the county and 
in later years served a long spell as 
Donegal Women’s League Chair-
person being the first to hold the 
position.
 Letterbarrow Celtic Club man 
James McGroary succeeded Duffy 
in 2002 and held the post for eight 
years. His replacement was John 
Joe McCafferty in 2008 and the 
Glenea Utd stalwart continues in 
that post 14 years on making him 
the longest serving Chairperson in 
the history of the Donegal Junior 
Football League. 

The nine Secretaries
 The Donegal Junior Football 
League has had nine Secretaries 
from 1971 with one man Nigel 
Ferry serving two terms in the 
post making a total of ten sepa-
rate terms over the 50 years. The 
late Dick Duffy was the first man 
to hold the post and was there for 
seven years until 1977. Affection-
ately known as ‘The Major’, Dick 
Duffy was also a key man in the 
formation of the Letterkenny & 
District League in the mid-1970s. 
Former Swilly Rovers star Brendan 
Duffy was the Secretary from 1977 
to 1980. Brendan went on to fill 
the same role with the Ulster Sen-
ior League when it was formed in 
1986. 
Three more men sadly no longer 
with us occupied the Secretary’s 
post from 1980 to 1990. The first 
of these were Kilmacrennan men 
Neil Cullen and Hugh Strain who 
would have both played for Fern 

Utd. Neil’s term was for three years 
(1983-1986) before he took a sim-
ilar post with Finn Harps. It was 
also a three-year stint for Hugh 
(1983-1986). Paddy McFadden, the 
only person to serve as both Chair-
man and Secretary took over in 
1986 for a four-year term to 1990. 
His successor Dessie Kelly was to 
become the longest serving Secre-
tary and was 14 years in the post 
when he stepped down in 2004. 
Glenea club man Nigel Ferry took 
over in 2004 for six years. Christina 
O’Donnell, the only woman Secre-
tary took on the role in 2010 and 
served four years before handing 
on the baton to Bonagee Utd club 
man Jimmy Haughey who carried 
out the duties over a six-year peri-
od from 2014 to 2020. Nigel Ferry 
is the current secretary with two 
years done. He is the only person 
in the 50-year history to have been 
Secretary twice.   

the anniversary event as it was exactly 50 years to 
the date of the playing of the first ever round of 
league fixtures at the beginning of March 1972. The 
league had actually been formed in December 1971 
but obviously it took a while to get everything in 
place to get the competition started.
Terry Leyden is one of the longest serving Junior 
League committee members in the country. Now 
45 years with the Donegal League the retired army 
recalled how it all started for him coming up to the 
Rockhill Barracks in 1969. There was a big interest 
in football and Rockhill was in the first league two 
years later and had their own pitch on the avenue 
going up to the barracks. They also had a team out 
of the Lifford Barracks called Prior Utd. 
Many men came from the Midlands and West to 
feature on the teams. Rockhill had so fine football-
ers  in the likes of Jesse Purtill and Bunty Flanagan 
others like Georgie Gethins and Seamus ‘Kipper’ 
Lynch played with Lifford Celtic. Arguably the most 
successful player to come out of the army ranks was 
Kenny Harkin who moved onto the Ulster Senior 
League in 1986 starring with Fanad Utd and also 
had a spell with Finn Harps. Another big highlight 
for Terry Leyden was Donegal winning their only 
Oscar Traynor Cup in 1983 and doing it at Finn 
Park into the bargain. 
Richie Kelly was the manager and went all the way 
to penalties against AUL. It had ended 2-2 at the end 
of extra-time. Liam McLaughlin (Swilly Rovers) 
and Johnny Kelly (Fanad Utd) had struck equal-
isers during normal time. AUL missed a penalty 
and Donegal keeper Bernard Dowds saved another 
before Gweedore Celtic’s Doalty Sweeney converted 
the winning spot-kick.  
Bernard Dowds (Donegal Town); Phil Durning 
(Swilly Rovers), Hughie Rua Gallagher (Gweedore 
Celtic), Donnchadh MacNiallais (Gweedore Celt-
ic), Liam Sweeney (Keadue Rovers); Gerry Coyle 
(Gweedore Celtic), Patsy McGlanaghy (Dunkineely 
Celtic), Liam McLaughlin (Swilly Rovers); Doalty 
Sweeney (Gweedore Celtic), Johnny Kelly (Fanad 
United), Pat Doohan (Gweedore Celtic). Subs: Don-
al McGee (Gweedore Celtic), Packie Boyle (Keadue 
Rovers), Declan McAteer (Rathmullan Celtic), De-
clan Bonner (Leitir United), Lochlainn O’Rourke 
(St Catherine’s), Owen Harkin (Gweedore Celtic).
Donegal won back-to-back national youth titles in 
1978 and 1979 producing a string of players that 
went on to play senior soccer including Packie Bon-
ner who later starred for Glasgow Celtic and the Re-
public of Ireland. They also won the title again un-
der Anthony Gorman in 2003. Those were some of 

the big highs for the Donegal 
Junior League on the nation-
al stage which also included 
Fanad Utd’s remarkable FAI 
Youth Cup title triumph in 
1979. But the primary mis-
sion of the Donegal Junior 
League executive is to pro-
vide football for the grass-
roots and that’s what has 
been delivered over the past 
50 years and will continue 
into the future but as FAI 
President Gerry McAnaney 
said it does require many 
more people to volunteer in 
order to make it something 
attractive so that families 
will their sons and daughters 
to the training sessions and 
the games that flow from 
that. 
On Friday night current Sec-
retary Nigel Ferry who was 
also the MC remembered 
the men who had kept the 
clubs on the road like the last 
Manus McCole from Kea-
due Rovers. Having heard 
it was the 50th anniversary 
Manus’s sister was on phone 
to Nigel to reminisce about 
the good old days when 
Keadue produced some of 
top footballers like Pack-
ie and Denis Bonner, John 
Andy and Neil Bonner and 
later Liam Sweeney. The 
land for the current League 
Headquarters and pitch was 
bought in 1981. In recent 
years a big job was done to 
the pitch and floodlights 
were installed which were 
in use on Friday night for 
the the meeting of Bonagee 
Utd and St. Catherine’s in 
the Brian McCormick Cup 
semi-final.  
Mick Lagan represented the 

Irish Referees Society who have of-
ficials out at 30 matches every week 
and take charge of around 1,000 
matches in a season. The inaugural 
Donegal Junior League season was 
a short one and it saw Lifford Celtic 
being crowned the first champions 
after a 4-2 win over Swilly Rovers 
at Leckview Park in a play-off.  The 
two teams that day - Lifford Celtic: 
Denis Porter, R Casey, Terence Pat-
ton, Danny Burns, Jerry Crossan, V 
Shiels, Hugh White, Jamsie Callan, 
Robbie White, Marty Gormley, T 
White. Swilly Rovers - Thomas Gal-
lagher, Willie McDaid, Peter Kelly, 
Brendan Duffy, Corney Murray, 

Tommy Logan, Kevin Toland, Joe 
Logan, Hugh Diver, Joe Gallagher, 
Danny Cullen.

Fanad Utd won the title the next 
three years. The third success was 
secured at Leckview Park  in a 3-1 
win over Lifford Celtic with Brian 
McIvor, Eamonn McConigley and 
the last James Doherty the scorers. 
The team was Sean McAteer, James 
Duffy, John Kerr, Sean Sweeney, 
John Friel, Tommy Patton, James 
Doherty (RIP), Eamonn McCo-
nigley, John Sweeney (RIP), Brian 
McIvor, Aidan Kelly (RIP). Subs: Fr. 
Kieran McAteer, Seamus Vaughan. 

Jimmy Haughey, Paul McDaid and James Duffy

Stevie Coll and Danny Cullen

Secretary Nigel Ferry with FAI President Gerry McAnaney who unveiled the 
commemorative plaque to mark 50 years of the Donegal Junior Football League 
on Friday night.  

FAI President Gerry McAnaney with Terry Leyden, Christina O’Donnell and Declan Sherlock. Back from 
left - Jimmy Haughey, Hughie Walsh, John Lafferty and Nigel Ferry

Swilly Rovers men Jamie Lee Blaney, John Diver and Edward Diver. 

Over 560 LUH diabetic review appointments overdue - Saolta CEO
A total of 563 diabetic patients whose review appointments with Con-
sultants at Letterkenny University Hospital are now overdue, accord-
ing to figures received by a Letterkenny area councilor.
Cllr. Gerry McMonagle attended the Regional Health Forum West on 
February 22nd and asked how many diabetic patients are currently 
awaiting review appointments? He also asked the forum how many 
Adult Endocrinologists are now in situ at LUH, has adult care for dia-
betes evolved to include Pump Starts at LUH and how often do adults 
with Pumps get review appointments?
The response from Tony Canavan, CEO, Saolta University Health Care 

Group, outlined that delayed appointments are now being rescheduled.
He replied: “Letterkenny University Hospital has approval for 2.0 WTE 
(whole time equivalent) Consultant Physicians in Endocrinology. At 
present 1.0 WTE is filled on a permanent basis with 1.0 WTE filled 
on a locum basis. The permanent post has been advertised on several 
occasions with no successful candidate secured. The hospital is con-
tinuing to work with the Public Appointments Service to re-advertise 
yet again in the coming months. There are 563 patients whose review 
appointments with Consultants are now overdue. These patients will 
receive appointments for clinics as outpatient activity continues to be 

reinstated post-Covid and initiatives to address the backlog of activity 
which has built up over the last 2 years are undertaken. In addition 
there are 659 patients with review appointments already scheduled for 
2022 as part of their normal care pathway. This number will increase as 
new patients are given appointments at clinically appropriate intervals 
and these can range from 3 to 6 months, 12 months or longer. 47 adults 
attend the infusion pump clinic and they are reviewed every 6 months 
or more frequently if required.”
Cllr McMonagle was also told that a fulltime Podiatrist will return to 
their post in LUH on March 7th.
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Spot Prizes 

Light Refreshments 
Served
Anyone 
attending the 

Thursday evening 
Supper Club in the 
Mulroy Woods Hotel 
gets FREE Entry to 
the Social Dancing

 

   Paul McCahill & Johnny Haughey;         Carmel;                 The Fanadian

Social Dancing
Every Thursday from 8.30 to 10.30pm
Thurs. 10th -  Pat McKenna & Glenshane Country 
Thurs. 17th -  St. Patrick’s Night Special 
  with Paul McCahill and Johnny Haughey
Thurs. 24th -  Carmel & Glenside Country
Thurs. 31st -  The Fanadian & Tory Sound

Pat McKenna

Come join 
Swilly Mulroy Credit Union

as a volunteer
We'd love to have you on board

For more information 
Call 074 9150188 

Text or WhatsApp 087 2284633
E-mail bod@swillymulroycu.ie
or send a direct message on

Facebook or Instagram
 

MacManus commends work of 
Fanad Lighthouse committee

 

Pupils from Kerrykeel National School who made their Confirmation on Saturday in Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kerrykeel with Master 
Eunan Gallagher and Fr. Stephen Gorman CC, Milford. Photo by Martin Fleming.

Sinn Féin MEP Chris MacManus has 
commended Forbairt Fhánada Teor-
anta, the voluntary local committee 
running Fanad Lighthouse, for their 
work in attracting tourism to the lo-
cal area. The Midlands Northwest 
MEP was speaking after meeting 
with Lighthouse Manager, Eimear Ní 
Mhathúna, on a recent visit to Fanad.
  MEP MacManus said “I was de-
lighted to visit Eimear and the team 
at Fanad Lighthouse recently. The 
lighthouse is based in a stunning lo-
cation on the Fanad peninsula with 
outstanding natural beauty and it is 
easy to see why it has become such a 
popular destination for tourists.”
  “The lighthouse first opened as a 
tourist attraction in 2016 and is a 
not-for-profit social enterprise run 
by local voluntary committee, For-
bairt Fhánada Teoranta. I want to 
commend the committee for show-
ing wonderful initiative to develop 
the lighthouse into such a fantastic 

attraction.”
 “The development has brought enor-
mous benefits to the local area in 
terms of tourism and economic de-
velopment. It has provided a boost 
to employment in the local area with 
the employment of guides and other 
staff at the lighthouse itself and also 
through spin-off benefits for other 
local businesses, particularly in the 
hospitality sector.”
  “The Lighthouse also demonstrates 
the success of the Wild Atlantic Way, 
which has been extremely positive for 
rural communities across the West of 
Ireland since it was launched, bring-
ing tourists into areas that hadn’t 
seen visitors for many years. I want to 
thank Eimear and her team for hav-
ing me at the Lighthouse and I wish 
them continued success.” 

Below - Chris MacManus pictured at Fa-
nad Lighthouse with Eimear Ní Mhathú-
na.

Swilly Mulroy Credit Union 
Call For Volunteers

At the heart of every credit union is its volun-
teers. The Board of Directors is drawn from 
members who have the skills and knowledge 
to lead and manage the credit union. They give 
freely of their time to develop and enhance the 
services of their credit union. 

Swilly Mulroy Credit Union is seeking appli-
cants for volunteer roles on various committees 
including the Board of Directors.
 If you feel you have skills which would benefit 
the Credit Union and would be able to commit 
some of your time, please get in touch with us. 
Ongoing training and induction will be provid-
ed. 
You must live within our common bond i.e., 
the Milford electoral area (Rathmullan, Ray, 
Glenalla, Glenvar, Kerrykeel, Milford, Fanad). 

An individual can develop both personally and 
professionally by volunteering.
 
The benefits of Credit Union 
volunteering include:

Gaining skills and experience with a profes-
sional financial service provider 
Education and training 
Personal development
Meet new people from the community
Give something back to the community

If you would like more information, please get 
in touch! Call the office on 074 9150188, PM on 
Facebook or Instagram, email bod@swillymul-
roycu.ie, Text or WhatsApp 087 2284633

Mulroy Hoops are reaching the end of another 
season. A season where even the week to week 
running of the club was uncertain, would we have 
training next week, would we have coaches, would 
we have kids and even when games got under way 
the parents could not see what was happening and 
only the social media kept us up to date with scores 
and results and here now after a long autumn and 
winter of travelling the length and breadth of Don-
egal and Sligo we finally have a few certainties, our 
U12 girls are U12 NWAB League Winners, our 
U14 girls are NWAB Div1 Play Off Winners and 
our U16 girls are U16 NWAB League Winners and 
that means that in a few weeks time we will send 
two teams to the U14 and U16 AICCS, basketball’s 
All Ireland Club Championships. 
 For years now the defensive and attacking strate-
gies of Basketball have been increasingly influenc-
ing the top teams of GAA such as Kerry and Dub-
lin, the fitness and access to winter training have 
become crucial even for club teams that want to 
take the next step and our girls even from a young 
age are increasingly playing GAA and soccer at 
county level. 
 Our boys have also achieved success in North 
West teams winning the highest ever position for 
the region in the BIPPS Basketball Ireland Post 

Primary Schools competitions and for the first 
time playing in The Ulster Squad and getting tri-
als for the Irish Squad. For some of the boys 2020 
was to be their year at the AICCS, years of training 
and playing together was finally coming to fruition 
and on a weekend in March 2020 they were confi-
dent that they’d finally get their chance. Instead the 
curtains came down on their dreams and by the 
time they lifted those boys were too old to compete 
at the AICCs. Far from allowing that to dampen 
their spirits however they continue to play, some at 
National league level, some taking coaching cours-
es and helping us now at Mulroy Hoops to begin 
training the next generation of players. 
 Whatever happens in a few weeks at the AICCS for 
us at Mulroy Hoops the season has already been a 
resounding success. We are already looking to next 
year, we have more young players than ever and we 
want to give them the opportunity to follow our 
current teams and behind the scenes we’ve become 
one of the first clubs to achieve a Gold Club Mark 
for Standards for Basketball Ireland and we want 
parents to take a greater part in that success. We 
have a place for everyone in the club however little 
or however much time you can afford. It might be 
as little as offering a lift to a coach or as parents 
have already done it might be as an assistant to a 

coach or becoming a coach yourself. We have pro-
vided Basketball Ireland coaching courses at Intro 
and level 1 and we continue to try to develop our 
coaching including partnering with LYIT to offer 
experience for students there. 
Our wonderful coaches that are going to the All 
Irelands all began the year with the same goal of 
offering the kids a chance to have fun playing bas-
ketball. 
 We have put increasing efforts into achieving 
funding from Sports Ireland and through our 
sponsors MOWI and Martin Conservatories and 
in partnership with Ray Community Centre we’ve 
invested in new equipment and upgrading facili-

ties and that work is paying off.
 A recent quiz at McGinleys in Kerrykeel was 
wonderfully supported raising €800 to help to-
wards sending our teams to the All Ireland’s and 
we need to raise more now to allow the girls to 
make the most of the opportunity. 
We’re proud of being the first team from the 
North West to win an All Ireland and we’re even 
more proud to be sending two teams back to Dub-
lin after such a challenging couple of years and in 
a couple of weeks with the help of the community 
we’ll be proud to welcome them back as if there 
is ever a certainty in these difficult times it’s that 
they’re all already winners in our eyes.

 A warm welcome awaits your arrival at the Mul-
roy Woods Hotel, with everything you require in 
comfort and style coupled with a special charm and 
cosy mood to make you feel right at home when 
visit. 
 To celebrate the opening of restrictions the Mul-
roy Woods Hotel are offering a March Madness 
Sunday Lunch offer of 4 Course Carvery Lunch 
for €19.95 and kids under 3 are free. Also Kids 
entertainment is provided in the Hotel so parents 
can eat their lunch in peace.  The popular Thursday 
Night Supper Club continues every Thursday with 
Free entry to the Social Dancing and this week the 

music is by Pat McShane and Glenside Country.
 There is live music on Saturday nights and this 
week its Brian Kerrigan with €2,400 to be won on 
the Take Your Pick.
 Food is served daily with Breakfast from 7.30am 
– 12noon, followed with lunch from 12.30-3pm 
and the evening menu is available from 3-9pm. 
Thursday night Supper Club is served from 6-9pm 
and Sunday lunch served from 12.30 – 4pm. Com-
munion and Confirmation Meals are available at 
€24.95. Visit the Mulroy Woods Hotel for that 
unique dining experience and for further enquiries 
and bookings contact reception at 074 91 53313.

Mulroy Hoops U16 Girls NWAB League Winners.

A season to remember for Mulroy Hoops

Mulroy Hoops U12 Girls the NWAB League Winners.

The Mulroy Hoops U14 girls who were the NWAB Girls Div1 Play Off Winners.

All entries line 

up at Kerrykeel 

National School 

from 2pm

Tea Afterwards in the Old 
School Community Centre

Contact Deirdre on
 087 248 0897 or 

Ciaran 086 837 5812

March madness continues 
at Mulroy Woods Hotel

Seachtain 
na Gaeilge 
i bhFánaid

Aoine 11/03/22 
Comórtas Ealaíne 
na scoileanna
Aoine 11/03/22 
Tráth na gCeist 
Lóiste Fhánada 9i.n.
Satharn 12/03/22 
Ceardlann ‘Jump-
ing Clay’ do pháistí 
4-11.
€3 ar pháiste, €5 
do bheirt, €7 do 
theaghlach Halla 
Fán a’ Bhualtaigh 3 
i.n. – 5 i.n.
Luan 14/03/22 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
Halla Fán a’ Bhual-
taigh 5 i.n.
Céadaoin 16/03/22 
Buaiteoirí an 
chomórtais ealaíne 
a fhógairt
Céadaoin 16/03/22 
Oíche Cheoil – saor-
chead isteach- fáilte 
roimh achan duine
Lóiste Fhánada 8:30 
i.n.
Déardaoin 17/03/22 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí 
ag Aifreann 11rn 
Fán a’ Bhualtaigh 
11r.n.
Beidh turas Gaeilge 
ar fail ag 1.00 i.n. 
gach lá Céadaoin go 
Domhnach ag Teach 
Solais Fhánada.
Tuilleadh eolais ar 
fáil ar 086 357 8503. 
Bígí Linn – An 
Ghaeilge – is leatsa 
í!



Death of Brid Duggan

 

The death took place on Monday 7th March peace-
fully at her home of Brid Duggan, 157 Mount 
Marian, Milford. Brid (nee McCarron), Warden, 
Portsalon was predeceased by her husband Hugo in 
December 2020, brother Dan, sisters Kathleen and 
Mary. Brid was a devoted wife and mother to her 
family, supportive and proud of them all and of her 
many grandchildren. Since moving to Milford many 
years ago, Brid made herself part of the Community 
and was involved in many community events over 
the years which included helping out with the Mil-
ford AC, Milford Community Games, School events 
and many more. Socially Brid had a great love of Bin-
go, playing at the various venues locally on a weekly 
basis. Brid also in recent years she enjoyed her hol-
iday’s to Australia spending time with her son Alan 
and his family. Brid’s Funeral Mass will take place on 
Thursday 10th March in St. Peter’s Church, Milford 
at 12 noon with interment afterwards in Milford 
Cemetery. 
 Deepest sympathy is extended to her sons Stephen, 
Germany, Alan, Australia, James, Waterford, Hugo 
Junior, Downings and Karol, Letterkenny, daughters 
Maria, Letterkenny, Joanne, Kerrykeel and Breege, 
Gortahork, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, grand-
children, brothers Pat and Charlie, nieces, nephews 
and extended family and friends. 
Sympathy
 Deepest sympathy to Andrew Burke, Kilmacrennan 
Road, Milford and Peter Burke, Mount Marian and 
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Dunleavy 
Funeral Directors

Established 30 Years
Qualified Embalmer – Embalming 

Room – Selection of Coffins – 
Wreaths – Cremations

Areas covered Rathmullan, Glenvar, 
Kerrykeel, Fanad, Milford, 

Letterkenny and Kilmacrennan
24/7 Welcoming new Business

Unbeaten on Rates
Tel. 087 6770026 or 074 91 50175

Eamonn Scott
Funeral Directors

-----------------------------------
Fanad & Letterkenny

• 24 Hours Service
• Cremations
• Overseas Funerals Arranged

Tel. 086 1632233 or 086 8366285
Care & compassion, every step of the way

Tamney Health Centre Fundraiser for Ukraine
 The staff of Tamney Health Centre are running 
an urgent fundraising drive for the people of 
war-stricken Ukraine. We are appealing to the 
public to donate any amount no matter how 
small. Donations can be left in to the health cen-
tre and will be forwarded on the Red Cross. All 
donations to be collected by Wednesday 16th 
March at 12 midday. We are extremely over-
whelmed by the generosity of people in the lo-
cality and thank you all most sincerely for your 
donations so far. 
Coffee Morning in Glenvar
 Please join us for a cup of coffee or tea and home-
made treats on St Patrick’s Day at Glenvar School 
from 11am. Great raffle and plenty of things to 
buy!  Come along and have a browse, in aid of 
small animal welfare.
Steps
Steps Parent & Toddler Group will meet on the 
first Friday of every month starting Friday 1st 
April. From 10.30 to 12. 0- preschool children 
are welcome. Call for a cuppa and a chat to the 
Rossnakill Hall.
 Little Rascals Community Playschool Rossnak-
ill Registration is now open for September ‘22. 

Free ECCE places available. Contact 
Eileen 086-8513870 for more infor-
mation.
Seachtain na Gaeilge Tráth na gCeist 
/ Quiz Night – Naíonra Fhánada.
Tá Seachtain na Gaeilge linn! Beidh 
Tráth na gCeist ag Naíonra Fhánada 
sa Fanad Lodge Dé hAoine 11ú Már-
ta 9i.n. – fáilte roimh achan duine. 
Beidh ceisteanna dháthangacha ann. 
Crannchur agus duaiseanna ar an 
oíche. Bheadh muid an-bhuíoch dao-
ibh as bhur dtacaíocht. 
 Seachtain na Gaeilge is here! Naíon-
ra Fhánada will hold a table quiz in 
the Fanad Lodge Friday 11th March 
9pm – all welcome. Questions will be 
done bilingually, in Irish and English. 
There will be a draw and prizes on the 
night. Your support would be much 
appreciated.
The Big Spring Clean
 Milford & District Resource Centre 

are organising the Big Spring Clean, 
following the success of last year. It 
will take place from 11am-1pm on 
Saturday, March 12th. We hope to 
have as many volunteers out as pos-
sible across Milford, Ray, Ramelton, 
Rathmullan, Kerrykeel and Cran-
ford, all taking part in the community 
clean up. Last year over 300 people 
took part so we hope to see this lev-
el of engagement again ahead of the 
spring season commencing. This is 
being organised in partnership with 
Donegal County Council, the local 
Tidy Towns committees and commu-
nity centres. If any other areas would 
like to get involved contact Declan on 
declan@mdrc.ie or 9153736.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul will resume 
this Monday the 14th of March in the 
Mulroy Woods Hotel, Milford.
 Starting at 8pm for an hour and a half 

Paul will teach you how 
to Jive, Waltz, Quick 
Step, Foxtrot and of 
course Line Dancing. 
Beginners are welcome 
as well as all levels of 
dancing and there are 
no partners needed.
Graveyard Mass
 The Graveyard Mass at 
Milford Cemetery will 
take place on Sunday 
31st July at 3pm. 
First Holy Commun-
ion
 First Holy Communion 
will be celebrated in the 
Schools in the Parish 
on the following dates: 
Scoil Cholmcille, Ker-
rykeel on Saturday 30th 

Charity Party Night
 Ka Marley, Gortmacall will host a Party Night in aid of the Mountain 
Rescue and Coast Guard in the Travellers Inn, Milford on Saturday 
12th March at 8pm. Finger food will be served at 9pm, music by Mark 
Boyce and your support and donations will be greatly appreciated. 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Kerrykeel
There will be a St Patrick’s Day parade 
in Kerrykeel this year starting at 3pm. 
All floats are welcome and a new route 
is also planned for this year. Participants 
are asked to assemble at the new Kerry-
keel National School around 2pm. The 
new route will take the parade across 
Pump Street and out the Milford Road 
going around the triangle at the Rockhill 
Caravan Park and returning and down 

the Main Street to finish at the usual 
place. After the parade everyone is invit-
ed to the Old Kerrykeel School Commu-
nity Centre for prizegiving and there will 
also be tea and refreshments served.
 In order to help with the running of the 
event the organisors have launched a 
GoFundMe campaign and as of Wednes-
day evening they have raised €1,860 of 
their €2,500 goal.

Your donation will go towards insur-
ance, prizes, advertising/marketing and 
any other associated costs involved with 
running a successful parade. Surplus 
cash will be reinvested to the commu-
nity group and will go towards various 
community incentives such as Kerrykeel 
Christmas lights and St Patrick’s Day pa-
rade 2023. All donations, big and small, 
will be extremely gratefully received. 
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McElwee
Funeral Directors

24 Hour Service
Cremations 

Overseas Funerals Arranged
Agents for Headstones

Milford & Letterkenny
Tel. 074 9153304

Prop: P. McElwee P.C., Commissioner for Oaths

Now Open
Call for an Appointment

Brendan Boyce 
finishes 26th in Oman

Milford Coffee morning 
raises over €1600 for Ukraine 

Country 
Roads Inn

Rossnakill 

Open from 6pm Daily
Saturday 12th March -  from 10.30pm. 

Caz Hunter
Saturday 19th March -  from 10.30pm. 

Mise Erin

Little Rascals Community Playschool
Rossnakill

Registration 
2022

Registration is now open 
for September 2022

Free ECCE places available
Contact Eileen 0868513870

 for more information

Nuacht CLG Baile 
na nGalloglach

Lotto: 27/2/22
NUMBERS: 4-17-22-24. No Jackpot winner. Lucky 
Dip winner gets €50, Deirdre O Toole, Drumbern, 
Milford. Jackpot Next Week: €5,350.
Gaeltacht Championships
Our Senior men had their first match of the sea-
son away to Ardara last Saturday in the Gaeltacht 
Championships.  Unfortunately, despite being 
ahead on a number of occasions, Ardara pulled 
away towards the end of the match to win.

Bhí an cluiche Sinsear idir Ard Ratha agus Baile na 
nGalloglach socraithe don Satharn 5u la de Marta 
ag a seacht o chlog.  Bhuaigh Ard Ratha an cluiche.
Scór na nÓg
A feast of talent was on show in Burt last Sunday. 
Three Club members put on brilliant performanc-
es - Hannah Lynch (Recitation), Ellen Griffin 
(Flute) and Lizzie Haughey (Contertina).  A big 
thank you to the girls and their parents who sup-
ported them - Congratulations to you all. 
Table Quiz
As part of CLG Baile na nGallóglach’s participation 
in Seachtain na Gaeilge 2022 events with Energia, 
the club will host a table quiz on Saturday the 25th 

March at  9pm in The Travellers Inn (Please note 
change of date). This follows a very successful quiz 
which was held during Seachtain na Gaeilge 2021. 
There will be prizes for the winning team as part 
of  Ciste Sheachtain na Gaeilge with Energia 2022.
Irish/Culture classes
Tháinig na ranganna Gaeilge ar ais ar lá nua : gach 
oíche Mháirt ag a 8:00 pm. Más mian le haon 
duine teacht ar na ranganna, seol téacs teachtaire-
achta ríomhphoist chuig cultureclgbnag@gmail.
com chun an nasc don rang a fháil. Nó cuir scairt 
ar Aodh ag 087-8131565. Is ranganna iad seo a 
chuireann fáilte foimh aon duine a bhfuil suim acu 
inár dteanga dhúchasach, ár gceol, ár gcultúr agus 

sa stair áitiúil. Fáilte is fiche romhat.
Last Man Standing
Our Last Man Standing Competition contin-
ues.  There are only 12 players left as we go into 
Week 5 this week. 
Good luck to those still standing!  All proceeds will 
go towards our Minor Board to support our un-
derage teams within the Club.
IRISH LIFE STEPS CHALLENGE
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Irish Life Steps Challenge this year.  Congratula-
tions to Cathy Carr, Ciara Mailey and Rachel Ivers 
who the €20 vouchers from the draw for all Club 
participants from Week 3, 4 and 5.

Milford & District Resource Centre hosted a cof-
fee morning to raise funds for Ukraine on Monday. 
Over €1,600 was raised but with more donations 
continuing to come in the final total is expected to 
be higher. MDRC will be accepting donations to the 
appeal until the end of the week for anyone else who 
wishes to donate.
 Like many others the team at MDRC have been 
watching the invasion of Ukraine unfold in horror 
and wanted to do something to help. Manager De-
clan Meehan said “We are delighted with the amount 
raised and we were very happy to see so many peo-
ple come out to support the fundraiser. I think most 
people are feeling quite helpless, despite wanting to 
do something to help the people of Ukraine, and the 
coffee morning was a small outlet for people to do 
that. We are so grateful for everyone’s generosity.”
 The donations will be going to the Irish Red Cross 
Ukrainian appeal. Red Cross teams are on the 
ground now in Ukraine and will continue their work 
to repair vital infrastructure, support health facili-
ties, and help families with life-saving food and hy-
giene items. This is a rapidly evolving crisis and do-
nations will help those affected get food, medicine, 
shelter and water. 
Red Cross teams are also on the ground supporting 
refugees who have fled to other countries. The UN 
have announced this week that there are now 2 mil-
lion Ukrainian refugees due to the ongoing invasion. 
The people of Ukraine will need support for a long 
time to come. 

Mulroy Academy Club-School Link Programme
 

Mulroy Academy commenced a Club-
School link coaching programme 
with Scoil Cholmcille, Kerrykeel this 
week.  The club were selected for the 
pilot FAI initiative following an assess-
ment process of Club Mark One Star 
clubs nationwide.  The President of the 
FAI Gerry McAnaney visited Mulroy 
Academy last year to present them with 
their FAI Club Mark One Star award, 

one of the first six clubs in the country 
to achieve the award. The Club Mark is 
a recognition in excellence related to 
governance and administration as well 
as the FAI also recognising the club 
as an official FAI Player Development 
Centre.   
 The School-Link commenced on Fri-
day last with a delegation from the 
FAI present to launch the partnership 

between Mulroy Academy and Scoil 
Cholmcille. Fergus McAteer and James 
Gallagher from Mulroy Academy and 
Eunan Gallagher School Principal co-
ordinated the setting up and implemen-
tation of the coaching programme.  As 
part of the programme, student coaches 
form the clubs under 16 / Youth teams 
and past pupils will also be involved as 
part of the clubs coaching programme.

Shane Barr and Trevor Scanlon from the FAI pictured with Mulroy Academy members at the launch of the Mulroy Academy Club-School 
Link at Kerrykeel NS on Friday with some of the six class pupils.

Siobhan Coyle of Gaeil Fhánda with fellow Donegal Ladies Gaelic Football Asso-
ciation delegates Liam Skelly (Moville), and Donal Sharkey (Naomh Muire) at the 
annual LGFA Congress in the Europa Hotel, Belfast at the weekend.

their extended families on the death 
of their father William (Willie) 
Burke, 290 Rosemount, Kilmacren-
nan. Funeral Mass will take place in 
St. Columba’s Church, Kilmacren-
nan on this Thursday at 2pm fol-
lowed by interment in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Charity Party Night
 Ka Marley, Gortmacall will host a 

Party Night in aid of the Mountain 
Rescue and Coast Guards in the 
Travellers Inn, Milford on Saturday 
12th March at 8pm. Finger food will 
be served at 9pm, music by Mark 
Boyce and your support and dona-
tions will be greatly appreciated. 
50/50 Winner
 Congratulations to David Wilson, 
Portlean who was the lucky winner 

of the Mil-
ford United 
50/50 Draw 
for February 
Jackpot of 
€1020 which 
took place 
on Saturday 
night. 
The Big 
Spring Clean
 Milford & 
District Re-
source Cen-
tre are organ-
ising the Big 
Spring Clean 

April; Scoil Cholmcille, 
Drumman on Saturday 
30th April; Scoil Mhuire, 
Milford on Saturday 7th 
May.
Rossnakill Tourism / 
Activity Centre
Irish Grinds
Caroline Gallagher will 
be teaching Junior / Leav-
ing Cert grinds in hall 
on Saturday   mornings, 
(dates / times TBC). More 
info / Bookings contact 
Caroline on : 0879467815
Bootcamp
NRGise Fitness  are run-
ning  Bootcamp in Hall 
on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings at 6.30 - 
7.30am. For more info / 
bookings via Packie on 
0862240321 or via Face-
book page NRGise Fit-
ness.

At the coffee morning for Ukraine in the MDRC were De-
clan Meehan, Lynette Morgan and Yvonne Meehan and 
below Julie Casey, Kathleen O’Toole and Kathleen Birney.

€147,820 for the Milford & 
District Resource Centre  

The International Fund for Ireland 
(IFI) has unveiled €5,006,601 to-
wards peace building with €231,016 
going to two Donegal projects. 
€83,196 has been awarded to Don-
egal Youth Services with €147,820 
allocated to Milford & District Re-
source Centre. 
 Both projects are funded under the 
IFI Personal Youth Development 
Programme, which focuses on sup-
porting at risk youths through pro-
grammes, training and initiatives 

that create better futures. 
   The IFI was set up by the British 
and Irish governments as an inde-
pendent international organisation 
in 1986. It delivers a range of peace 
and reconciliation initiatives across 
Northern Ireland and the southern 
border counties. It currently sup-
ports a total of 40 projects in North-
ern Ireland and 15 in the southern 
border counties. The funding was 
announced at the IFI’s recent Board 
meeting in Rathmullan.

James Gibbons presenting Rosemary Gallagher with 2nd prize 
of €300 in the Milford AC February Development Draw.

this Saturday from 11am-
1pm. They hope to have 
volunteers across Milford, 
Ray, Ramelton, Rathmul-
lan, Kerrykeel and Cran-
ford, all taking part in 
the community clean up. 
This is being organised in 
partnership with Donegal 
County Council, the local 
Tidy Towns committees 
and community centres. 
If any other areas would 
like to get involved con-
tact Declan on declan@
mdrc.ie or 9153736.
Milford United
 Milford United senior 
team will travel to neigh-
bours Cranford FC on 
Sunday 13th March in 
the Donegal League with 
a 1.00pm kick off time. 
Support welcome. 
Golf Society
 The Hi-da-way Golf So-
ciety next outing will take 
place on Saturday 19th 
March at the Sandy Hills 
Links, Rosapenna. The 
society will host a week-
end away on the weekend 
13th and 14th May.
Milford Dancing
 It was really good to get 
back to the dancing last 
week in the hall and   a 
great time was had by all. 
Dancing will continue 
every Thursday at 8pm, 
including St. Patrick’s 
Night. Suffice it to say, we 
can only get better. Price 
is €5 including refresh-
ments. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul 
will resume this Monday 
the 14th of March in the 
Mulroy Woods Hotel, 
Milford. Starting at 8pm 

for an hour and a half Paul will teach you how to 
Jive, Waltz, Quick Step, Foxtrot and of course Line 
Dancing. Beginners are welcome as well as all lev-
els of dancing and there are no partners needed.

Workers for Jesus  
By Olive Borland 

 As workers together for Jesus 
Let us labour till setting sun 
Jesus himself said, “Labour,  
The latter days have already begun.” 
 
He says, “The fields are ripe unto 
harvest,  
but the labourers they are few.” 
If you my friend love the Saviour 
Then He has a job for you. 
 

There is no unemployment with Je-
sus 
There is plenty of work to do 
Just let Him know you are available 
He will have a job that will suit you. 
 
We do not need to be learned 
We only need to know 
The love of Jesus Christ within 
Then His Spirit will overflow.             
   

Milford man, Brendan 
Boyce was 26th over 35k 
at the World Race Walk-
ing Championships in the 
early hours of Saturday.

 In Muscat, Oman, the 
Finn Valley AC man fin-
ished in 2:44:25, a sea-
son’s best in the distance. 
Boyce’s favoured 50k dis-
tance has been dropped 
by the IOC and he now 
goes over 35k.
Sweden’s Perseus Karl-
strom, a training partner 
of Boyce under the tute-
lage of former world gold 
medalist Rob Heffernan, 
won the 35k event. Karl-

stom won in 2:356:14, fol-
lowed by Spaniard Alvaro 
Martin, who came home 
in 2:36:54, Muguel Angel 
Lopez, also from Spain, 
was third in 2:37:27.
On his debut over the dis-
tance in December, Boyce 
finished second at the Na-
tional Senior 35k, crossing 
the line in 2:32:49 - a time 
that secured his qualifica-
tion for the World Cham-
pionships.
 Boyce finished tenth in the 
50k race walk at the Olym-
pic Games in August, in a 
time of 3:53:40 and was 
sixth at the 2019 World 
Championships in Doha.
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Soil health meeting in Gortahork
A European Innovation Partner-
ship (EIP), ‘Curaíocht an Phobail’ 
managed by Lárionad Achmhain-
ní Nádúrtha – Cill Ulta, based in 
the North West Gaeltacht is to 
host a public presentation on Soil 
Health and an introduction to Bi-
ological Farming. 
Our guest speaker for the evening, 
David Wallis, previously worked 
as a farm advisor with Teagasc un-
til 2011, at which time he himself 
started to seek out alternatives to 
the systemic NPK farming prac-
tice. Since then, he has been farm-
ing alone and more recently, with 
a group of farmers have been suc-
cessful with their own Danú EIP 
project, where 12 farmers have introduced biological methods 
on their farms. 
Coral reefs are the biggest eco-system in the world and second 
to this is soil. What lies beneath our feet is alive with millions 
of microbes and bacteria which all work in unison with plant 
roots to create a living breathing organism, from which our 
food source grows. How we manage and nurture our soils de-

termines the nutrient and min-
eral content of our food and our 
livestock’s food. 
With the hard-hitting increase 
in the cost of fertilizer, probably 
further exacerbated by the Inva-
sion of Ukraine, other solutions 
must be introduced not only 
for economic reasons but also 
for the enriched value of our 
land. This will not only benefit 
ourselves with a healthier en-
vironment and cleaner ground 
water, but also the wildlife that 
co-exists with us. 
The incoming eco-schemes 
within the new CAP 2023 – 
2027 will require changes to 

farm management. This evening presentation will leave you 
more informed as to knowing your land and the biology that 
lives there and what possible changes you could make towards 
healthier soils and fields. 
Please join us in Ostan Loch Altan (Hotel) in Gortahork on 
Friday 11th March at 7pm. Fáilte roimh gach duine. Everyone 
welcome.

Earthworms presence is a good indicator of a healthy soil.

McBride 
Michéal

Larganreagh, 
Downings

2nd Anniversary
There is a special 

kind feeling when I 
think about you Dad
It’s the pleasure of 

remembering all the 
happy times we had
There is a special 

kind of caring
that is meant for 

you alone
There’s a place 

somewhere in my 
heart that only 
you can own.

 

Sadly missed by 
Grainne, Kathleen 
and their families.
Anniversary Mass 
in St. John the    
Baptist Church, 
Carrigart on Satur-
day 12th March at 
6pm. Mass Can be 
viewed on Mevagh 
Parish Facebook.

In 
Memoriam

Planning Notices Acknowledgement Coyle
John

Lurganboyce, 
Rathmullan

1st Anniversary
Treasured and loving 
memories of a dear hus-
band, Dad, Grandad and 
brother who died on the 
11th March 2021.

 

We little knew that day, 
God was going to call your name

In life we loved you dearly
 in death we do the same

It broke our hearts to lose you
you did not go alone

For part of us went with you
the day God called you home.
You left us beautiful memories

 your love is still our guide
And although we cannot see you

you are always at our side.
Our family chain is broken and 

nothing seems the same
But as God calls us one by one

the chain will link again. 
Your ways were good, your spirit true

you suffered in silence when no one knew
Gone are the days we used to share

but in our hearts you are always there
Your restless days are over

your sleepless nights are past
God put his arms around you and 

gave you peace at last.
Two tired eyes are sleeping 
two willing hands are still

The one who worked so hard in life 
is resting at God’s will. 

Loved and missed everyday by your wife 
Eileen, sons John, Kevin, Joseph, daughter 
Claire, son-in-law James and grandchildren 
John, Kirsten, James, Michael and Aisling.

~~~~~
God looked around the garden 
and he found an empty place

He then looked down upon the earth 
and saw your tired face

He put His hand around you 
and lifted you to rest

God’s garden must be beautiful 
as He only takes the best

The times we spent together 
meant the world to me

I have many treasured memories 
as we grew up happily together
So today your first anniversary 

you left us quietly, thoughts unknown
But left us a memory we are proud to own

So treasure him Lord in your garden of rest
For when on earth he was one of the best.

Loved and remembered by sister, Brigid,    
Denis and family.

~~~~~
So much in life is changing 

so much in life is new
But the things in life that never change 

are my thoughts of you
Somewhere beyond the sunset

loved ones never die 
They rest in that beautiful garden 

above God’s silver sky
Thoughts of love to someone so dear

You’re close to my heart every day of the year
I will always have memories to cherish and 

hold of a wonderful brother 
more precious than gold.

Always remembered and loved by your brother 
Martin. 

~~~~~
The angels gathered near your

 side so very close to you
For they knew the pain and suffering

 that you were going through
God took your hand we had part 

It eased your pain but broke my heart 
It’s been the hardest thing to lose you

You meant so much to me
But you are in my heart brother 

and that’s where you will always be
Sincere and true in heart and mind 
wonderful memories I have of you

So wrap your arms around him Lord 
and treasure him with care

Keep him safe in Heaven above 
and give him all my love.

Forever loved and remembered by sister       
Geraldine and family.
John’s Anniversary Mass will take place in 
St. Joseph’s Church, Rathmullan on Friday 
11th March at 7.00pm. 

McLaughlin
James

Glasgow and formerly Kerrykeel
The family of the late James McLaughlin wish 
to express their sincere gratitude and thanks to 
all those who sympathised with them on their 
recent bereavement. Sincere thanks to all those 
who helped in any way, those who attend-
ed wake and funeral and those who travelled 
long distances to be with us. Thanks to those 
who sent Mass cards, sympathy cards, floral 
tributes, phone calls and text messages. Please 
accept this acknowledgment as a token of our 
sincere gratitude.
James’s Month Mind Mass will take place in 
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kerrykeel on 
Saturday 12th August at 6.00pm.

Coyle
Dan and Hannah

In loving memory of 
our parents whose 
anniversaries occur 
at this time
Sadly missed along 

life’s way
Quietly remembered 

every day
No longer in our 

lives to share
But in our hearts 
you are always 

there. 
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by all your family                      
at home and in        
Barnesmore.

Sweeney
Patrick / Pat

Ballyraine, Letterkenny
Late of Yorkshire, England

Thank you to everyone who sent us messag-
es of condolences on the sudden death of our 
much loved brother Pat. Thank you for calling                                                                                
to our homes, for the phone calls, the text    
messages, Mass cards and sympathy cards. 
Thank you also for your generous donations 
in his memory to the Great Northern Air               
Ambulance Service. We greatly appreciated all 
your kindness and for thinking of us.
His family: Brendan and Kathleen, Derryveagh                                                                                       
Avenue; Rosaleen, Rossnakill; Bridie and      
Anthony, Ballyraine; Frances and Liam, 
Raphoe

Donegal County Council
Market Square, RATHMULLAN and 

BALLYBOE, Rathmullan, Letterkenny M.D.
I, Dela Kerr, am applying to Donegal County Coun-
cil for Planning Permission to Erect New Two 
Storey Townhouse and Connection to Main Pub-
lic Sewer @ Market Square, RATHMULLAN and 
BALLYBOE, Rathmullan, Letterkenny M.D., Co. 
Donegal. The Planning Application may be inspect-
ed or purchased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy, at the Offices of the Planning 
Authority, County House, Lifford during its Public 
Opening Hours. A Submission or Observation in re-
lation to the Application may be made in writing to 
the Planning Authority on payment of the prescribed 
fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt by the Authority of the Appli-
cation, and such Submissions or Observations will 
be considered by the Planning Authority in making a 
decision on the Application. The Planning Authority 
may Grant Permission subject to or without condi-
tions, or may refuse to Grant Permission.

Donegal County Council
Gortnavern,  Letterkenny

I, Janet Donnell am applying to Donegal County 
Council for permission to erect a dwelling house 
with wastewater treatment system with all other as-
sociated site development works at Gortnavern, Let-
terkenny, County Donegal in the townland of Gort-
navern. The planning application may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal during its public opening 
hours. A submission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made in writing to the planning 
authority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the planning authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Killult, Falcarragh

We, Christine Brennan & Fraser Morris are applying 
to Donegal County Council for permission to erect a 
dwelling house with septic tank and domestic garage 
and all associated site development works at Killult, 
Falcarragh, County Donegal in the townland of 
Killult. The planning application may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal during its public opening 
hours. A submission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made in writing to the planning 
authority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the planning authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Shore Road, Rathmelton

I, Nicholas O’Hanlon Ltd am applying to Donegal 

County Council for per-
mission to demolish ex-
isting commercial build-
ing and erect a building 
to include on the ground 
floor two no. commer-
cial units, 2 no. apart-
ments to the first and 
second floors and 1 no. 
apartment on the third (5 
apartments in total) with 
connection to the public 
sewer and all other asso-
ciated site development 
works at Shore Road, 
Rathmelton, County 
Donegal in the townland 
of Rathmelton. 
 The planning applica-
tion may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at 
the offices of the plan-
ning authority, Donegal 
County Council, County 
House, Lifford, County 
Donegal during its pub-
lic opening hours. A sub-
mission or observation 
in relation to the appli-
cation may be made in 
writing to the planning 
authority on payment 
of the prescribed fee, 
€20.00, within the peri-
od of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt of 
the application by the 
authority, and such sub-
mission or observation will be consid-
ered by the planning authority in mak-
ing a decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Rathmelton

I, Seamus Crawford, am applying to 
Donegal County Council for permis-
sion to erect 2 No. dwelling houses 
with connection to mains services and 
all other associated site development 
works at Rathmelton, County Donegal 
in the townland of Rathmelton.
 The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased at a fee not ex-
ceeding the reasonable cost of making 
a copy at the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Don-
egal during its public opening hours. 
A submission or observation in rela-
tion to the application may be made 
in writing to the planning authority on 
payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt of the application 
by the authority, and such submission 
or observation will be considered by 

the planning authority in making a de-
cision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Drumbern Td., Milford

I Kenny Graham am applying to Don-
egal County Council for planning 
permission to erect dwelling house, 
garage and installation of waste water 
treatment system and percolation are 
at Drumbern Td, Milford, Letterkenny, 
Co. Donegal.
 The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased, at a fee not ex-
ceeding the reasonable cost of making 
a copy, at the offices of the Planning 
Authority, County House, The Dia-
mond, Lifford, County Donegal during 
the public opening hours of the Plan-
ning Authority and that a submission 
or observation in relation to the appli-
cation may be made to the Planning 
Authority, in writing, on payment of 
the prescribed fee of 20 euros within 
the period of 5 weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt of the application by the 
Planning Authority.

Donegal County Council
We, Michael & Miriam Coyle are applying to Done-
gal County Council for permission to construct new 
dwelling house, domestic shed and install a wastewa-
ter treatment system at Carrigart, Co.Donegal in the 
townland of Glenkeo. The planning application may 
be inspected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy, at the offices of the 
planning authority, County House, Lifford during its 
public opening hours. Submissions or observations 
in relation to the development may be made to the 
planning authority in writing, on payment of €20, 
within five weeks beginning on the date of receipt of 
the application by the authority. 

Letterkenny 
Rovers

The highly successful Junior Rovers 
returns this Sunday at Leckview Park 
with registration open from 9.30am. 
This is for boys and girls aged be-
tween 4 and 8 years old with the em-
phasis on fun. Registration costs €30 
for the season which includes a club 
top and all are welcome as we help 
kids take their first steps in football.
The schoolboys league got going last 
weekend with our u12s Rovers win-
ning at Ballyraine with goals from 

Sean Gallagher, Jack O Donnell, Ro-
nan Ward, Jamie Gorman and Den-
zel Taku and they are home to Mul-
roy this Saturday at Aura at 10am.
Our 12s Utd lost out 2-1 at Lurgy 
Celtic and they are away to Ballyraine 
Harps this Saturday. Our u12s Cru-
saders host Milford Blues at 4pm at 
the Aura. The 14s Premier team  get 
underway next Tuesday night when 
travelling to play Bonagee at 7pm 
while the 14s Utd host Ballyraine 
Celtic this Sunday at noon. Our 16s 
Crusaders travel to play Ballyraine 
Celtic on Saturday at 4pm.
The seniors lost out 2-1 to Cock-

hill last Sunday with 
Gareth Doherty on 
the mark and have no 
game this weekend  
while the Donegal 
League side make the 
trip to play Dunkineely 
Celtic at 1pm.
This week’s mini lot-
to numbers drawn 
were 8-13-18 and 28 
with two people-Car-
oline Mehan and Ger-
ry Meehan-matching 
three numbers and re-
ceiving €50 each. Next 
week’s jackpot is €6000 
and tickets can be 
bought online or from 
any committee mem-
ber. Club bingo con-
tinues this Thursday 
(March 10th) in the 
Station House Hotel 
at 8.30pm. Snowball is 
€1450 on 45 numbers 
or less. All support ap-
preciated. 
205 people remain in 
Last Man Standing 
and progress can be 
followed on our club 
website.

Lagan Harps FC 
Our men’s team got 
back to winning ways 
with a hard fought 
2-1 over Deele Harps. 
Bernard McMenam-
in and Ronan Carlin 
were the scorers. Our 

u12A’ s had a 4-2 win over Milford with goals 
from Keelan Bonner, Aogan, Mark Geraghty and 
Zach Nesbitt. There was a lot of sadness in the 
area with club members affected by the   pass-
ing of John Kilpatrick, Willie Doherty, Dympna 
Woodforth and Jim Tinney. To all their families 
and friends we extend our deepest sympathy.
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Death of Hughie 
Hannigan, Ramelton

There was much re-
gret on the death of 
Hughie Hannigan, 
formerly Chestnut 
Grove, Ramelton. 
He was in his ear-
ly eighties and was 
amongst Ramelton’s 
best known charac-
ters.
He died on Mon-
day at the Ramelton 
Community Hos-
pital. Hughie was 
born close to Swilly 
Park and resided lo-
cally all his life. He worked for a number of farm-
ers in earlier times where he was highly regarded 
for his work ethic.
In more recent years he was one of the most val-
ued staff members at Whoriskey’s Supermarket. 
He was known to hundreds of customers who 
appreciated his help and good humour. He was 
the local gravedigger for many years in the town.
His passing is deeply mourned and deepest sym-
pathy is extended to the family circle, neighbours 
and many friends.
Hughie’s remains reposed overnight on Tuesday 
in St. Mary’s Church and the Requiem Mass on 
Wednesday was celebrated by Fr. Michael Carney 
PP and interment followed in Killydonnell cem-
etery.
Death of Theresa Peoples

 The death oc-
curred on Mon-
day at the Tallaght 
Hospital in Dublin 
of Mary Theresa 
Hepburn, Castle 
Grove, Raphoe. Te-
resa who was for-
merly a member of 
the Peoples family 
from Mountain 
Top, Letterkenny 
passed away trag-
ically as a result of 
injuries sustained 
in a road traffic ac-
cident in Raphoe 
on March 2nd.
The Peoples family 
are well known in 
the Mountain Top area and news of Teresa’s death 
in such tragic circumstances has been learned of 
with a great sense of sadness. Gardaí are seeking 
the public’s assistance in relation to the circum-
stances of the traffic accident. They have renewed 
their appeal for more information.
“At approximately 2.30pm on March 2nd two 
vehicles collided on Guesthouse End Road in 
Raphoe. As a result of this collision, one vehicle 
lost control and collided with a pedestrian. The 
female pedestrian, aged in her 50’s, was seriously 
injured and was taken to Letterkenny Universi-
ty Hospital. She was later transferred to Tallaght 
University Hospital where she passed away on 
Monday March 7th.
“Gardaí are appealing to any person who may 
have witnessed this collision to contact them. 
Any person who was on Guesthouse End Road 
is asked to contact investigating Gardaí. Anyone 
with any information in relation to this incident 
should contact Letterkenny Garda Station on 916 
7100.”
Teresa was predeceased by mother Bridget (2017). 
She is survived by father Terry, sister Nicola Mc-
Cauley (Ramelton), brothers John (Letterkenny), 
Michael (Letterkenny), Mark (Kilmacrennan), 
Liam (Mountain Top), Brendan (Mountain 
Top). Sorely missed by daughters Lisa, Lauren, 
son Aaron and partner Liam Carlin; grandchil-
dren Leigh and Blake, extended family members, 
neighbours and a wide circle of friends.
 Theresa’s remains are reposing at her late resi-
dence in Castle Grove, Raphoe with wake this 
Thursday from 5-10pm. Funeral is from there 
on Friday morning for Requiem Mass at 11am in 
St. Eunan’s Cathedral, Letterkenny, followed by 
burial in New Leck Cemetery. Funeral Mass can 
be viewed on the church webcam www.church-
services.tv/letterkenny. Deepest condolences are 
extended to the family circle. 

Death of Kay McCormack
 The death took place on Friday of Kathleen 
(Kay) McCormack, Clontarf, Dublin. Kay was 
formerly  a member of the Coyle family, Killy-
creen, Ramelton. She was a retired Public Health 
Nurse. Kay is survived by her husband Noel; sons 
and daughters John, Catriona, Sinead and David. 
She is also survived by her sister Eileen, brother 
John, grandchildren Lara, Kate and Conor, son-
in-law Charlie, daughter-in-law Jan, sister-in-law 
Ita, special friends Ann and Eileen and all her 
nieces, nephews, relatives, friends and former 
colleagues.
 Kay’s remains reposed at the Kirwan Funeral 
Home, Fairview Strand on Wednesday evening. 
Removal will take place to St. Gabriel’s Church, 
Dollymount on this Thursday morning for 
11.30am Requiem Mass followed by burial at 
Glasnevin Cemetery. For Live Streaming of Kay’s 
Mass visit: www.stgabrielsparish.ie/parish-web-
cam. Deepest condolences are extended to the 
family circle. 

The late Anne Joyce
The death took place in Dublin on Sunday of 
Anne Joyce. Anne was formerly a member of the 
Loughrey family from Swilly Park, Ramelton. 
Anne passed away peacefully after a short illness 
in the excellent care of St. Vincent’s University 
Hospital, surrounded by her loving family. She 
was predeceased by her husband John. Anne is 
survived by her son Josh, daughter-in-law Éilis 
and beloved grandchildren Robert, Shauna and 
Luke. Remembered by her son John in Donegal, 
her brothers John and Seamus, sisters-in-law and 
wider family, friends and neighbours. A Farewell 
Ceremony took place at the Victorian Chapel at 
Mount Jerome Crematorium on Tuesday morn-
ing. Deepest sympathy is extended to the family 
circle.

The late Willie Burke
 The death took 
place on Monday 
of William (Willie) 
Burke at his home 
in Rosemount, Kil-
macrennan. Aged 
83 Willie was a well 
known member of 
the local commu-
nity where he had 
farming interests.  
The remains of the 
late Mr. Burke re-
posed at the family 
residence in Rose-
mount from Tues-
day evening. Funeral is from there on this Thurs-
day afternoon for Mass at 2pm in St. Columba’s 
Church, Kilmacrennan, followed by interment 
in the adjoining cemetery. Funeral Mass can be 
viewed on www.churchservices.tv/kilmacrenan
 Willie was predeceased by parents Leslie and 
Margaret, son William and daughter in law Ju-
liene. He is survived by his wife Mary, sons An-
drew, Peter and Timmy, daughters Julie-Ann 
McGettigan and Laura; brothers James, Bobby, 
John and Tommy; sisters Mary and Anne. Deep-
est condolences are extended to the family mem-
bers, neighbours and many friends.

Death of Mary McNamee
The death occurred 
on Sunday at Let-
terkenny Univer-
sity Hospital of 
Mary McNamee, 
Drumany, Letterk-
enny. Mary’s re-
mains reposed at 
her niece Kathleen 
and Joe Crawford’s 
residence at Car-
ricknamanna, Kil-
lygordon. Funeral 
was from there on 
Tuesday morn-
ing travelling via 
Mary’s home at Drumany to St. Eunan’s Cathe-
dral, Letterkenny for Requiem Mass which was 
celebrated by Fr Philip Kemmy. Interment took 
place afterwards in Conwal Cemetery, Letterken-
ny where Fr. Kemmy also officiated. Music and 
hymns were by Pricilla Black.
Mary was predeceased by her parents Hughie and 

Roseanne McNamee, brothers Tommy and Billy 
and her sisters-in-law Bridie and Kathleen. She 
is survived by her nieces, nephews, grand-niec-
es, grand-nephews and a wide circle of family, 
friends and neighbours to whom deepest sympa-
thy is extended.

Funeral of Roberta Gamble
The funeral 
took place on 
Monday of 
Roberta Gam-
ble, Ballyboe, 
Kilmacrennan. 
Aged 47 Rob-
erta was a very 
well and popu-
lar member of 
the local com-
munity. She 
was also a very 
diligent mem-
ber of staff in 
the office of 
barrister Peter Nolan who gave a very moving 
eulogy during the Funeral Service on Monday.
Bertha passed away on Friday at the Done-
gal Hospice, Letterkenny. She was predeceased 
by her father Robert. Bertha is survived by her 
mother Anna, sisters Colina Magee, Canada and 
Rosemary Stewart, Drumaskea, Ballymaleel and 
brother Ivan, Ballyboe, nieces Katrina, Olivia and 
Kirsten, brothers-in-law Martin and Norman, 
uncles, aunts and a wide circle of family, friends 
and neighbours.
 Bertha’s remains reposed at the family residence 
in  Ballyboe from Saturday evening. Funeral was 
from there on Monday afternoon going to Leiter 
Presbyterian Church, Kilmacrennan for Funer-
al Service conducted by Rev. Richard Tregaskis. 
Interment took place afterwards in the adjoining 
churchyard. Deepest condolences are extended 
to the family circle. 

The late Annie Kerr
The death took place on Monday of Anne (An-
nie) Kerr, Dr McGinley Road, Letterkenny. 
A native of Ballyare, Annie worked in Derry for 
some time before settling in Dr McGinley Road 
in the 1970’s. She is survived by her daughter 
Roberta, son Simon, brothers John, Thomas, 
George and Matthew, sisters Ethel, Jean and Liz-
zie, daughter in law Martina and grandchildren 
Darragh and Catherine Anne.
 Annie’s remains reposed at her residence on Dr 
McGinley Road from Monday evening. Removal 
was from there on Wednesday afternoon to Trini-
ty Presbyterian Church for Funeral Service which 
was conducted by Rev Tommy Bruce followed by 
burial afterwards in New Leck Cemetery. Deep-
est sympathy is extended to the family circle.

The late Isobel Moore
The death occurred at Letterkenny University 
Hospital on Sunday of Isobel Moore (neé Beat-
tie), Ard Colmcille, Letterkenny. A well known 
member of the local community Isobel was a 
native of Raphoe. She was predeceased by her 
daughter Margo Coyle, sisters Jean Wylie, Mar-
garet Scott and Betty McElhinney. She is sur-
vived by her husband Matt, sons Ronnie, Mark, 
Stephen and Allister (all Letterkenny); daughter 
Betty McGinty, Kincraigy, Manorcunningham; 
brother Jackie Beattie, Raphoe; grandchildren; 
great-grandchildren, daughters-in-law; sons-in-
law, nieces, nephews and a wide circle of family, 
friends and neighbours.
 The remains of the late Mrs Moore were re-
moved from the Eternal Light Chapel of Rest, 
Mountain Top, Letterkenny on Monday evening 
to her late residence. The Reverends David and 
Heather Houlton officiated at the Funeral Service 
that took place in the family home on Wednes-
day afternoon. Interment took place afterwards 
to Gortlee Cemetery, Letterkenny. Deepest con-
dolences are extended to the family circle.

The late Andy Tarry 
Shields, Downings

 There was great sadness last weekend on learn-
ing of the death of Andy Tarry Shields, late of 
Doey, Downings.
He died in Letterkenny University Hospital, aged 

78.
He lay in repose at his home from Friday and his 
Requiem Mass took place on Monday morning, 
March 7th at the Church of St. John the Baptist, 
Carrigart, which was followed by interment in 
the adjoining cemetery.
Mass was celebrated by Fr Charlie Bryne who re-
called Andy’s life hailing from a large, respected, 
family where he was one of two sets of twins.
He recalled Andy started work for McNutt’s when 
he was 14-years-old and when he left there 29 
years later he had worked his way up to become a 
weaver. He also worked the family farm and was 
remembered as “a quiet, gentle man” who had a 
great memory of local knowledge and a great way 
with figures.
Predeceased by his brother Joise in 2013, he is 
survived by his siblings Patsy, John, Charlie, An-
nie, Gracie and Mary, his uncle Joe Bradley, his 
nieces, nephews, neighbours and many friends.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

Death of Bridget Doherty
The death occurred 
on Sunday at Aras 
Ui Dhomnaill 
Nursing Home, 
Milford of Bridget 
Doherty, formerly 
of Rosemount, Kil-
macrennan. A well 
known member of 
the local commu-
nity Bridget will 
be sadly missed 
by her family. She 
was a renowned 
dressmaker in her 
younger days. The 
remains of the late 
Mrs Doherty are 
reposing at her 
daughter, Geraldine Flood’s home, Carnasaul, 
Termon, Letterkenny.
Funeral is from there on this Thursday morning 
for 11am Requiem Mass in St Columba’s Church, 
Kilmacrennan, followed by burial in the adjoin-
ing graveyard. Bridget was predeceased by her 
husband Tony and sons Raymond and Kevin. She 
is survived by her daughters Mary, Geraldine and 
Philomena, son Noel, fourteen grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 
Deepest condolences are extended to the family 
circle.

The late Naoimh McDaid
There was great 
sadness on learn-
ing of the death of 
Naoimh McDaid, 
late of 40 Bayswa-
ter, Waterside in 
Derry, Roscom-
mon, Edinburgh 
and Rathmullan.
Naoimh passed 
away peacefully on 
Saturday 26th Feb-
ruary, at her home 
in Edinburgh.
She is survived 
by husband Pab-
lo, daughter Sofia, 
and was the much 
loved daughter of 
Brian and Kath-
leen, sister of Emma, Sarah and David and devot-
ed aunt of Aoife, Cassie and Michael. Her passing 
is deeply regretted by all her extended family and 
her very many friends.

Many tributes were paid to Naoimh following her 
passing and she was remembered for her zest for 
life and the “quiet courage” she bore her illness 
with.
Born in 1981 she was a regular visitor to Rath-
mullan all her life.
She lay in repose at her family home in Derry 
and her Requiem Mass took place in St Joseph’s 
Church, Rathmullan last Saturday with inter-
ment afterwards in the adjoining cemetery. 
A fundraising page has been set up in her mem-
ory with Cancer Support Charity Centre ‘Mag-
gie’s”.
To make a donation please go www.naoimhmc-
daid.muchloved.com

From Page One
in the region 25c per litre in the 
last week.
 The meeting yesterday heard 
that there is currently enough 
fertiliser in the country to last 
to the end of  March.
 President of the IFA, Tim Cull-
inan said: “If the government 
is serious about encouraging 
farmers to grow more grass 

and crops and produce more 
food, they should suspend all 
excise duty and carbon tax on 
agri diesel for farmers and farm 
contractors.
If farmers are to sow more crops 
and grow more grass, it will re-
quire increased use of farm ma-
chinery in the coming days and 
weeks. The government must 
do more immediately.”

 Responding to the grain pro-
posals, ICSA President, Der-
mot Kelleher said “This is not 
straightforward due to the cat-
astrophic increase in fertiliser 
and fuel costs.”
Farmers considered the grow-
ing of grain at a meeting on 
Tuesday evening and sourc-
es said it was a ‘thumbs down’ 
from almost everyone who 

spoke. The responses are to be 
brought back to the Dept. of 
Agriculture for further consid-
eration.”
While farm groups are 100% 
behind the Ukraine war effort, 
there is another reality at play 
here at home with inflation in 
danger of hitting 10% and fam-
ily incomes rising by at least 5% 
sooner rather than later.

Anam Cara - No Surviving 
Children Group Meeting

 The group is specifically for parents living with no surviving chil-
dren. This is a safe space for these parents to come together and 
help each other on this unimaginable journey and share in their 
grief. Our  living with no surviving children  group is facilitated 
by Dorothy Ingram and will take place via zoom on Tuesday 15th 
March at 7pm.  If you know any bereaved parents living with no 
surviving children who would like to join this meeting please get 
them to contact us on 085 288 8888 or info@anamcara.ie. As al-
ways Anam Cara offer their services free of charge for as long as 
needed.

Farmers need more than soundbites!
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Food for 
thought

Mark Loughbridge

Nothing beyond repair
In a world awash with war 
I want to take a break from 
the bad news and take you 
to a man whom I was priv-
ileged to call a friend. Tom 
Martin was one of life’s great 
encouragers, great engineers 
and all round great people.
 He was an exceptionally lovely 
man. He and his wife Connie 
moved to outside Kilmacrenan 
some 17 years ago, and were 
part of our church family 
in Milford until age moved 
them into a nursing home and 
sheltered accommodation. 
Tom passed away on Saturday 
morning aged 95, but he left 
behind him a fantastic lega-
cy. His love for his wife was 
a beautiful thing to see - a 
steadfast cherishing commit-
ment over 70 years through 
his wife’s many health trials. 
But I want to pick up on 
another aspect of Tom’s life.
Tom had spent his life as an 
appliance repairman - and 
there was nothing he could not 
fix. He had a passion for old 
engines, and many an engine 
that had been seized and 
rusted beyond any semblance 
of usage found itself restored 
to life under Tom’s hands. 
Clocks, machines, fridges, 
books with broken binding, 
even paintbrushes! - any-
thing and everything found 
a new lease of life with him. 
Tom endeared himself to his 
neighbours around Kilmac-
renan and further afield. Even 
in his 90’s you would find 
him working with a chain 

saw cutting up a tree that had 
fallen and wheel-barrowing 
the logs over a plank over 
the river to his shed. Once 
dried, he would split and bag 
them for kindling, and use a 
bag stitcher he had salvaged 
and restored to close up the 
bags. These would then be 
delivered to neighbours and 
‘elderly people’ (usually at 
least 10 years his junior!)- but 
not before he had slipped 
in a little leaflet explaining 
his other great passion. 
Tom was a man who knew and 
loved Jesus. Early in life he had 
asked Jesus to be his Saviour, 
and he trusted himself com-
pletely to what Jesus had done 
on the cross for him. He knew 
his own efforts would never do 
the job - only Jesus could do it. 
And he never lost his amaze-
ment at the greatness of God’s 
gift of salvation - he wanted 
everyone he met to know about 
it too. So, whether it was slip-
ping a tract into a bag of sticks, 
or talking to you with a twinkle 
in his eye about his Saviour, 
or sending a book he thought 
would help a person, or a verse 
painted on his toolbox, or 
praying for his neighbours and 
showing kindness - Tom loved 
to share something of the great 
news of forgiveness which 
Jesus brought to the world. It 
was too good not to share! And 
the prospect of people miss-
ing out troubled him deeply. 
His shed and his hands were a 
living illustration of the gospel. 
In Tom’s shed, and in Tom’s 

hands, nothing was beyond 
repair. So it is with Jesus. 
And that’s why Tom loved 
to tell people about Jesus 
so much - he knew that any-
one could come to Jesus, no 
matter how hurt, how bro-
ken, how ‘beyond repair’ 
they felt, and they would 
find themselves lovingly 
restored under the master’s 
hand. What great news!
Tom has gone to be with 
the Saviour he loved. And 
his toolbox sits now as he 
left it, with its hand-paint-
ed verse for all to see, 
“How shall we escape if 
we neglect such a great 
salvation?” (Hebrews 2:3)

Mark Loughridge is one 
of the ministers in Milford 
Reformed Presbyterian 
Church.  He can be con-
tacted on 086 3907726 
or jmarkloughridge@
gmail.com.  You can 
watch or listen online at 
www.milfordrpc.org
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In Memoriam Acknowledgement Toye
We Tara and Emma 
the daughters of the 
late Charlie Toye wish 
to   express our sincere 
thanks to everyone who 
sympathised with us 
on our recent sad loss. 
A special thank you to 
those who sent Mass 
cards, sympathy cards and those who left   
messages on rip.ie, and those who attended 
the wake and funeral and to our neighbours 
and friends and local businesses who paid their     
respects by lining the roadside in Ramelton 
and Milford on the morning of the funeral.
 A very special thank you to the passers by 
who stopped on the morning of Daddy’s sud-
den death, the councils workmen, Paramedic 
Dave McSpadden, Dr Rizwam from Rathford 
Medical Centre, Sergeant Fergus McGrory and 
his colleagues, Fr. Stephen Gorman and Meena 
Gormley, your kindness will never be  forgot-
ten. To all those who brought food and helped 
make tea at the wake sincere thanks.
 Thanks to Fr. Desmond Sweeney for the      
beautiful letter of condolences and for his 
prayerful support to our family over many 
years. Heartfelt thanks to Fr Stephen Gorman 
for his help and support throughout the wake 
and for his meaningful Funeral Mass and 
graveside prayers, it was a great consolation to 
us all. Special thanks to Patrick Shields for the 
beautiful singing and music during the Mass 
and to Phonsie McElwee, Funeral Directors 
for the kind and caring manner in which the          
funeral arrangements were carried out. 
 As it would be impossible to thank everyone 
individually, please accept this acknowledg-
ment as a token of our sincere gratitude. Mass 
will be offered for your intentions. 
Charlie’s Months Mind Mass will be             
celebrated in St Peter’s Church, Milford on 
Friday 11th March at 7.00pm. 

Coll
Charles John

Braghy, Portnablagh
28th January 2022

The family of the late 
Charles John Coll wish 
to express our heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who 
sympathised with us on 
our recent sad loss. 
 Sincere thanks to          
everyone who attended the removal, wake and 
funeral and to all those who sent Mass cards 
and sympathy cards. 
 We appreciated the kindness and generosity 
of our neighbours, friends and extended family 
who brought food and supported us in any way. 
 Thanks to Letterkenny General Hospital for 
caring for Dad during his illness and a   special 
thanks to staff of Aras Ui Domhnailll Nursing 
Home. Thanks to Fr John Joe Duffy, Fr. Martin 
Doohan and Fr. Pat McGarvey for their help 
and support during the wake and funeral.  
 Thanks to Harkin Undertakers for their           
professional and dignified manner in which 
they carried out the funeral   arrangements. 
Thanks also to the gravediggers.
As it is impossible to thank everyone                         
individually please accept this acknowledge-
ment as a token of our gratitude.

Wilkin
Catherine

Magheraroar-
ty, Creeslough

 

We, the family of        
Catherine Wilkin (nee 
Alcorn) would like to 
express our sincere 
thanks and gratitude to 
all those who sympa-
thised, comforted and 
supported us during our recent sad bereave-
ment.
Thanks to those who sent cards and messag-
es on RIP.ie and on social media. Those who 
telephoned and attended the wake and funer-
al and those who paid their respects by lining 
the roadside. We are deeply touched by those 
who travelled to be with us. A special word of 
thanks to all those who gave donations to Sur-
gical 2 LUH and to the Donegal Hospice.
To our friends, relatives and neighbours who 
helped at the wake, who brought food, baked 
and helped in every way possible and to Roses 
Bar, your kindness and support was very much 
appreciated. A special thanks to those who     
assisted with parking and to the grave diggers 
who prepared Mum's final resting place.
To Rev. Skuce, thank you most sincerely for all 
your support and visits and for conducting such 
a meaningful and comforting service. Thanks 
to Bertha and Hazel for playing the organ and 
leading the singing and to Johnny Haughey for 
singing in the Church and to Chelsea Evans 
who sang so beautifully at the graveside.
Thanks to Canon Irwin for his many welcome 
visits to the house during Mum's illness. To 
Archway Flowers for providing the beautiful 
family floral tributes. 
 Sincere thanks to the staff of Surgical 2 
LUH for their kind and caring support and 
to the Donegal Hospice Palliative Home 
Care Team, Carrigart Doctors, Public Health 
Nurses Creeslough and staff of Carrigart and 
Creeslough chemists.
Special Thanks to Lizzie’s Diner and Oyster 
Bar for catering and serving food after the 
funeral and to the staff who gave so freely of 
their time. We are grateful to Harkin Under-
takers for  providing such caring and dignified 
guidance in a most respectful and compassion-
ate manner. 
As it would be impossible to thank everyone 
individually, we hope this acknowledgement 
will be accepted by all as a token of our sincere 
appreciation and thanks. XXX
"There are some who bring light and joy so 
great to this world that even when they're gone 
their light remains"

O'Brien
Mary

Ballyhurke, Fanad
6th Anniversary

 

In loving memory 
of a dear mother and 
grandmother who 
died on 11th March 
2016.

 

We sat beside your 
bedside, our hearts 

were crushed 
and sore

We did our duty to 
the end, 'til we could 

do no more.
 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
daughter Fidelma 
and son-in-law John 
xxx.

~~~~~
In tears we watched 

you sinking
we watched you 

fade away
And though our 

hearts were 
breaking, we knew 
you could not stay.

 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
grandchildren John, 
Karen and Oisin xxx.

~~~~~
A golden heart 

stopped beating, 
hard working hands 

at rest
It broke our hearts 
to see you go, God 
only takes the best.

 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
son Martin xxx.

~~~~~
You gave us years 

of happiness
then sorrow came 

with tears
You left us lovely 
memories, we will 
treasure through 

the years.
 

Love always and 
sadly missed by your 
daughter Catriona 
xxx.

Sheils
Eileen

Umlagh, Carrigart
3rd Anniversary

Daughter, life is not 
the same now you’re 

no longer here
But my love for you 
is still strong and 
will remain year   

after year.
Remembering you 
every day, Mum

~~~~~
You were the jewel 

in our hearts
You were loved in 

every way
Now you’re gone, 

you’re truly missed 
each and every day.
Never forgotten by 
all the family, nieces 
and nephews

Goodbyes are 
not forever

Goodbyes are 
not the end

They simply mean 
we’ll miss you until 

we meet again
Remembering you 
always Eileen, from 
your aunties and     
uncle. 
Anniversary Mass 
will be celebrated 
in the Church of 
St. John the Bap-
tist, Carrigart and 
on-line via the            
Mevagh parish     
Facebook page, on 
Friday 11th March 
at 10.00am

McGill
Joseph

Creeslough
We the family of the late 
Joe McGill, Creeslough 
and formerly of Glas-
gow, who died on the 
14th February 2022, 
wish to express our 
sincere gratitude and 
thanks to everyone who 
conveyed their condo-
lences, by way of Mass cards, sympathy cards, 
messages on R.I.P, telephone calls, letters and 
donations, floral tributes and to those who 
watched the funeral Mass on-line. 
Thanks to those who travelled long distances 
to support us, those who called to the house 
during and after the wake and those who lined 
the roadside.
Thanks to Fr. John Joe Duffy who recited 
the Rosary each night and was a great source 
of comfort and support to the family, and 
for his uplifting and spiritual eulogy. To Fr.             
Murphy who concelebrated the Mass with Fr. 
Duffy and to sacristan John Whoriskey for his 
preparations, we want to say thank you. Also, 
we thank Josie O’Donnell for his music and 
hymns. 
Thanks to the wonderful and caring staff of 
Medical 4 at LUH, and to the Chaplin who      
attended Joe in his final days. We would like 
to thank Dr. Stewart’s Medical Practice, and 
his caring team, nurses, Medical Secretaries,        
Carers and Day Centre Staff, for their attentive 
and compassionate care in Joe's final years. 
Thanks to Lafferty’s Supermarket and Roses 
Kitchens for supplying food, and to the kind 
neighbours who were a great source of support 
and comfort throughout. 
Thanks to James Harkin and Leo Funeral       
Directors for their highly professional service                                                                   
and support throughout, and to the grave      
diggers. 
Please accept this acknowledgement as a token 
of our sincere gratitude. Mass will be offered 
for your intentions. 

Herraghty
Peggy 

Downings
3rd Anniversary

Died 15th March 2019
Rest in Peace Mum

The sun still rises 
in the east and 
darkness falls 

at night but nothing 
now seems quite the 
same each day is not 

as bright.
The birds still sing, 

the flowers grow
the breeze still 
whispers too

But it will never, ever 
be the same world 

without you.
It’s so sad that you 

had to go, your leav-
ing caused such pain
But you were so very 

special Mum and 
earth’s loss is 
Heaven’s gain.

Mum we love and 
miss you always your 
loving sons, daugh-
ters, sons-in-law, 
daughte r s - in - law, 
grandchildren & great 
grandchildren xxxx

~~~~~
We’re missing you 
Sister a little more 
each time we hear 

your name
We’ve cried so many 
tears yet our hearts 
are broken just the 

same
We miss our times 
together things in 

common we 
could share

But nothing fills the 
emptiness now

you’re no longer 
there.

We’ve so many 
precious memories to 

last our whole life 
through

Each one of them 
reminders of how

much we’re missing 
you.

You’ll always be with 
us in our hearts, may 
God bless your soul – 
sadly missed by your 
sisters Bríd and Kate 
and your brother Joe 
and their families x

~~~~~
Though your smile is 

gone forever and 
your hand we 
cannot touch

We have so many 
memories of you we 

loved so much.
Your memory is our 
keepsake with which 

we’ll never part
God has you in His 

keeping, we have you 
in our hearts.

May your soul rest in 
peace - sadly missed 
by your sister-in-law 
Bridie, Molly, Nellie 
and Tess and families 
xxx
Also remembering 
our loving father Jim-
my who died on 11th 
August 2014 – may 
he rest in peace.

Anniversary Mass 
is on Saturday 12th 
March at 6pm in 
St John the Baptist 
Church, Carrigart.

McBride
Margaret
Glebe and 

Glenree, Carrigart
3rd Anniversary

 

In loving memory 
of  our dear mother 
Margaret who died 
on 15th March 2019.

We miss you from 
your fireside chair 
your loving smile 

and gentle air
Your vacant place 

no one can fill
We miss you Mum 
and always will

Words and times we 
can no longer share

But in our hearts 
you are always 

there.
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by your daughter          
Teresa, sons James, 
Patrick and Paul.

~~~~~
Of all the many 

blessings however 
great or small

For us to have you 
as our Granny 

was the greatest 
gift of all.

Loved and sadly 
missed by all your 
grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.
Anniversary Mass 
will take place in 
St. John the Baptist 
Church, Carrigart 
on Wednesday 16th 
March at 7pm. 

McBride
John

Glebe, Downings
13th Anniversary

In loving memory 
of a dear brothers, 
John McBride who 
died on 8th February 
2009.

Sadly missed 
along life’s way

Quietly remembered 
everyday

No longer in 
our lives to share
But in our hearts 
you are always 

there. 
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by your sisters,              
brothers, nieces and 
nephews.

Prayer for 
Publication
Novena to the Sacred 
Heart to be said six 
times a day for nine 
days. Never known 
to fail. May the most 
sacred Heart of Jesus 
be praised, adored and 
glorified throughout 
the whole world for-
ever and ever. Amen. 
Publication must be 
granted M.B.

Donegal County Council
Doaghbeg, Portsalon

I, Eammon Harkin, am ap-
plying to Donegal County 
Council for planning per-
mission for the construc-
tion of a detached domes-
tic garage at Doaghbeg, 
Portsalon, County Done-
gal in the townland of Do-
aghbeg. The planning ap-
plication may be inspected 
or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable 
cost of making a copy at 
the offices of the planning 
authority, Donegal County 
Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal 
during its public opening 
hours. A submission or ob-
servation in relation to the 
application may be made 
in writing to the planning 
authority on payment of 
the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 
weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt of the appli-
cation by the authority and 
such submission or obser-
vation will be considered 
by the planning authority 

in making a decision on 
the application.  The plan-
ning authority may grant 
permission subject to or 
without conditions or may 
refuse to grant permission.

Donegal County Council
Ballykeeran, 
Kilmacrenan

We Roger & Claire Mur-
ray are applying to Don-
egal County Council for 
permission for a change 
of house design of that 
previously approved un-
der planning Ref. No. 
20/51465 with connection 
to approved waste water 
treatment system and all 
associated site develop-
ments works at Bally-
keeran, Kilmacrenan Co 
Donegal  in the townland 
of Ballykeeran. The plan-
ning application may be 
inspected or purchased at 
a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making 
a copy at the offices of the 
planning authority, Done-
gal County Council, Coun-
ty House, Lifford, County 
Donegal during its public 
opening hours. A submis-
sion or observation in rela-
tion to the application may 
be made in writing to the 
planning authority on pay-
ment of the prescribed fee, 
€20.00, within the period 
of 5 weeks beginning on 
the date of receipt of the 
application by the author-
ity, and such submission 
or observation will be 
considered by the planning 
authority in making a deci-
sion on the application.
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LAC Juveniles among medals in Athlone

Equestian News

Sunshine and show-jumping
Letterkenny riding club had the honour of host-
ing the third leg of the North West Rising Clubs 
spring show-jumping league. They held the show 
at Greenacres Equestrian Centre in Convoy, 
where the Torrens family had made great efforts 
to facilitate the riding clubs. With superb weath-
er for the first time this year spectators, horses, 
riders and stewards all shared a very enjoyable 
day.   The league was very well supported by all 
the clubs and especially by the Sligo raiders from 
Ben Bulben riding club. It was really great to see 
people willing to travel so far to join in the fun, 
and for Therese Anderson it was certainly worth 
her diesel money as she claimed both the RC80 
and the RC90 classes. Therese was making good 
use of the new competition system that allows 
riders to jump at a one height higher than they 
are graded, and was delighted with her days 
outing on her trooper of a mount, Misneach.
Inishowen’s Grace Rodgers had a good day, tak-
ing the RC70 class in no uncertain fashion, rele-
gating the Stracomer duo of Clodagh Brady and 
Ann Keaney to minor placings behind her. The 
RC80 was fought out between Inishowen, Tir-
conaill and the Ben Bulben raiders, with Therese 
triumphing over Tirconaill’s Laura Diver on her 
speedy Drumeenagh Chancie Boy. With the move 
up to the RC90 spectators were treated to the 
first of the jump-offs against the clock and once 
again Therese did Sligo proud, beating Inishow-
en’s Dawn McAllister on her ever-faithful Farrah. 
Charlie Vial rode superbly on the grey Vancouver 
Cruise, and if his sat-nav had worked properly he 
would have clinched the class nicely... insert roll-
ing eyes emoji here! The RC100 was very com-
petitive, with the addition of the Sligo contingent 
boosting numbers nicely. Tirconaill made it a 
cosy one-two, when Marie Molloy took her sec-
ond red rosette of the league and Mark Ward once 
again claimed the second spot. The long running 
rivalry between Mark and Letterkenny’s Rachel 
Carton resulted in an extremely fast jump-off 
from Rachel but unfortunately she had one pole 
down to relegate her to fourth place behind Ben 
Bulben’s Vanessa Sweeney. The league final, on 
March 20th, is being hosted by the Inishowen 
riding club in the excellent facilities of Eglinton 
Equestrian Centre. It is a great comfort to know 
that the show can go ahead regardless of weather 
and for anyone who is curious about the Donegal 
riding club scene it will be an excellent opportu-
nity to meet the crowd and see what it’s all about.

The county’s jockeys have been busy as ever in 
the Baltic environs of Dundalk Stadium. Anyone 
who has ever spent an evening at the races there 
will know that one’s enjoyment of the sport defi-
nitely rests on having the best quality thermals 
that your pocket can stretch to. The trick then 
is not to lose your shirt over the course of the 
evening. Dylan Browne McMonagle notched up 
another winner, just before celebrating his birth-
day, aboard the Pat Martin trained El C Wells. 
Dylan produced the Belardo filly with a blister-
ing run from last to first to claim a cosy win over 
Andy Slattery’s Burren Song, with the perfor-
mance leaving no one in doubt as to his mounts 
superiority. Luke McAteer followed orders to per-
fection when he produced the Barry Fitzgerald 
trained runner Dandy Warhol to win the six fur-
long maiden on Friday. With the horse backed in 
from 50 to 1 to 10 to 1 Luke was assured of a very 
warm welcome on his return to the parade ring. 
With any luck he’ll retain the ride as the horse 
progresses into bigger races but, as anyone in-
volved in racing will tell you, that’s never a given.
Affiliated show-jumping has picked up pace 
and more of the jumping fraternity have started 
to shrug off the winter’s layers and get out and 
about. Tara Brennan and her mount Carnone 
Anable moved up to their first 1.10m at Port-
more, where just one pole down kept them out 
of the placings. Laura Cazatto also ventured out 
to Portmore with her Diamond Roller seven 
year old gelding Daisy Diamond. Laura picked 
up the ride on this gelding last year and has 
been doing great work in producing him care-
fully. Clara Ferry has made Kernan Equestrian 
Centre her second home and clocked up anoth-
er brace of clears with her Lough Fern ponies. 
Letterkenny’s Dermot McAlaney has been get-
ting all three of his mounts out to the Portmore 
shows and is clocking up some nice mileage 
with both his younger horses and his grade-A 
mount, Flighty Sally. One of the counties 
younger talents is Sarah McLaughlin, daugh-
ter of the well-known International rider Ron-
an McLaughlin. With successful riding schools 
to manage in both Carndonagh and Ramelton, 
Ronan is concentrating on pursuits closer to 
home, allowing him to help his young family 
as they start their own jumping journey. This 
year’s campaign kicked off with Sarah aboard 
her father’s fifteen year old pony Linde Hoeve’s 
Ricardo in the Pony Spring Tour at Ard Chuain. 

A great weekend was had by the LAC juveniles in 
the Ulster and NI indoor Championship in Ath-
lone.  The Club was well represented with many 
athletes achieving new Pb’s bringing home a total 
of 24 medals. 
 The day started well with U12’s Adam McCau-
ley competing in the high jump for the first time 
and he won a bronze medal. Lucy Sweeney ran in 
the 60m, finished 4th in her heat and in the Long 
Jump, 3.30m gave her 7th. 
One of highlights of the day was the u12 Boys 60m 
with Zion Akpo and Oisin Cuskelly through to 
the final and Luke McClafferty and Davyn McG-
lynn missing out on the finals.  Zion and Oisin 
had a great final finishing first and second. In the 
Long Jump with Oisin was 4th. Davyn McGlynn 
finished 3rd in the 600m. The U12 Boys finished 
off their day by winning Bronze in the Relay Race 
gaining All-Ireland Qualification. 
 Our U14  girls Anya Duffy and Maeve Doherty 
ran in the 60m with Maeve finishing 2nd and 4th 
and 6th in the 60m.
 Temple ran the u14 60m sprints taking Gold in 
8.32(PB) and in the shot putt won bronze.
Fern Duffy won bronze in the 60m and 2nd in the 
U16 200m. 
U14 Leah O’Gara won a gold medal in the 1Km 
walk. 
Emma Price finished 6th in the U18m Sprints. 
The U18 Boys, Dan O Connell won bronze in the 
long jump and Elvis Okoh won silver in the triple 
jump. 
In the U14 Daragh Naughton ran a superb 800m 
race to win silver medal.
 Katie Elliott competed in three events which saw 
her as a triple Ulster Champion medaling in the 
U15 60mh, High Jump and part of the U15 relay 
team. 
 Mark Galvin  and Caolan Spratt  in U15 1500m 
saw Mark win silver and Caolan coming 4th.
 U13 Duo Grace McGlynn and team mate Aoife 
Kenna in the shot putt finishing 2nd and 3rd. 
U13 Clodagh Gallagher won gold in the high 
jump. 
U13 Kathryn Davison came 5th in the 60mh and 
Luke Elliott had a good race in boys 60 mh. Kath-
ryn Davison and Grace McGlynn both made the 

finals in the 60m. 
U13 Jack O Donnell claimed a silver medal in the 
High Jump and silver in the 60m heats. 
Daniel McClafferty  competed in the 1km walk 
winning silver. 
Emma Bonar won a silver in the U15 800m race 
while Sophie Ellis had a strong finish in 4th. Anna 
Russell finished 10th. 
 Last event of day was the U15 Relay race - Erin 
Friel, Sophie Ellis, Emma Bonar and Katie Elliott 
won gold medals.
Thank you to our athletes, coaches and parents 
for your continued support. The All-Irelands will 
be held in a few weeks. 

U12 Boys Oisin Cuskelly (Silver) and Davyn 
McGlynn (silver) who both won Medals in their 
events at Ulster Championship last weekend.  

Emma Price and Fern Duffy enjoying the Ulsters

Adam McCauley and Mum Julia at the Ulsters. Adam 
won a bronze medal in the u12 High Jump.  

The U15 Relay Champions who won gold at the NI Ulster Indoor Track&Field in Athlone - Emma Bonar, 
Sophie Ellis, Erin Friel and Katie Elliott . 

Katie Elliot and Dan O’Connell with their medals.

Some of the young U12 LAC athletes enjoying the indoor track and field last weekend in Athlone.  
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 In recent days those who are passing 
through the village of Creeslough 
would have seen that one of its most 
iconic buildings on the Main Street 
has undergone a facelift - the build-
ing formerly known as The Corn-
cutters Rest.  
 A group of volunteer painters from 
the area gathered on Saturday morn-
ing to paint the building - one of a 
number of landmarks in the village 
which have received a lick of paint 
in recent days under the auspices of 
the Creeslough Community Associ-
ation. 
 These are just some of the works 
being undertaken by the Creeslough 
Community Association recently 
in preparation for the upcoming St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade and the sum-
mer. A clean up day is also being 
organised for this Saturday getting 
underway at 9am.
 The outside of the ‘Corncutters’ 

looks a lot different now than it was 
just a few short years ago when it 
was one of the most popular enter-
tainment centres in the north west.
So, it’s end of an era for one of Don-
egal most popular bar and restaurant 
and disco for many years. But own-
er Sally O’Donnell in co-operation 
with the Association and a lot of 
volunteers gave it a new face lift. 
Sally has some great new ideas for 
this lovely building. 
 So the Creeslough Community As-
sociation would encourage others 
owners of buildings to get on board 
and do the same. 
 Prior to becoming the Corncutters 
Rest the venue was known as Fer-
ry’s Bar and had been serving the 
people of Creeslough for a genera-
tion. The Corncutters Rest opened 
in 1980 and quickly developed into 
a popular dancing and disco venue 
playing host to some of the biggest 

Locals who helped with the painting of the outside of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough on Saturday last Shaun Langan, Josie McGee, 
Anthony Gallagher, Joe Horan, Peter McCarry, Noel Toye, Philip Sweeney, Sally O’Donnell owner of the building Patrick Langan, Ben Mc 
Fadden Creeslough Community Association and Mark Langan

This brings back memories - Noel Toye pictured in 
the door of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough on 
Saturday. Locals hard at working on the painting of the outside of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough. 

bands in the country as well as its legendary disco 
nights. It became the focal point of the local com-
munity and many couples met in and got married in 
the Corncutters although many a romance also end-
ed in the venue as well!  
 The Corncutters quickly developed into a venue for 
local weddings as well as christenings and funeral 
meals - so it was the centre of all family celebrations 
for many.  
It also hosted many memorable sporting nights run 
by Dunfanaghy Boxing Club, as well as Cranford 
AC, as well as been at the centre of activities for 
St. Michael’s GAA Club as players and support-
ers would gather to celebrate victories or hold post 
mortems in defeat. When Donegal won their first 
All-Ireland Title in 1992 the Sam Maguire Cup 
came to the Corncutters Rest the following year for 
the St. Michael’s Dinner Dance.
 As well as painting the building on Saturday, for 
all of those present it was a chance to reminisce and 
share their memories of nights spent in the legend-
ary venue as it looks forward to the next stage in its 
history. 

Facelift for the Corncutters 
Rest in Creeslough

 Everyone taking part in the parade 
to meet in the field next the chap-
el (weather permitting) at 11am on 
St. Patrick's Day. In the interest of 
safety and in order to get the parade 
on to the Main Road, it would be 
appreciated if everyone wishing to 
watch the Parade move up the street 
and leave the area around the Chap-
el clear for the Parade to exit. Please 
cooperate with the stewards. Any 
child taking part in the parade on 
a quad/bike must be accompanied 
by an adult. There will be disabled 
parking on the High Street. There 
will be a bucket collection to help 
with costs. Enjoy a safe Parade.
Clean Up Day
 Creeslough Community Clean Up 
day will take place on Saturday 
March 12th. Meet at the Corner 
of the Garden carpark at 9.00a.m. 
Bags and gloves will be supplied 
and please wear high vis vests. Your 
support would be appreciated.
Ukraine Appeal
 Dunfanaghy Youths are donating 
their share of the 50/50 takings 
from the St Patrick's day draw, we 
are also organising a collection 
of emergency supplies which will 
be delivered to the refugee centre 
in Poland. Items can be left at the 
back of St Michael's Chapel, or in 
Primo, Centra, Moores or Revive in 
Dunfanaghy. Alternatively, you can 
contact Joanne Hughes 0877414559 
or Bernice Alcorn 0876704445.
 Items that they are looking for 
the Ukraine Appeal are: Shampoo, 
Deodorant, Toothbrushes, Tooth-
paste, Soap, Sanitary pads, Nap-
pies, Wipes, Baby formula, Baby 
milk bottles, Bandages, Band aids, 
Painkillers, Sweets, Canned food, 
Non-perishable foods, Rain coats, 
Hats, Scarves, gloves and Towels.
St. Michael’s Mini Lotto

 There was no Jackpot winner in the 
Mini Lotto on Sunday. The numbers 
drawn were: 3,8,11,13,14,20. The 
two Match 5 Winners were Sarah 
Ann Ferry Murroe and Michael Mc-
Clafferty Derryreel who won €50 
each. This week’s Jackpot will be 
€5500. Lotto Tickets are on sale 
in the usual outlets and also online 
from Clubforce.
Bingo
 The weekly Bingo continues in 
the Massinass Hall Creeslough on 
Sunday’s at 8pm. We welcome our 
customers back in doors and on line 
will continue but we are hopeful 
that we will eventually get all our 
patrons back on a Sunday night.
 The winner of the €200 on the 
House on Game 9 at Bingo on Sun-
day night was Michael McClaf-
ferty, €100 on Game 5 was Joan 
McVeigh, €30 winner was Mary 
Grace McGarvey. The proceeds of 
the Bingo for the next three weeks 
will be in aid of the Ukraine Appeal 
and everyone is welcome to come 
along and support this worthy cause. 
Dunfanaghy Youths
 Congratulations to Mark Anthony 
McGinley, who is this week's 50/50 
winner €480 on its way to you. 
The hut will be in Creeslough every 
Friday 10am-2pm and Dunfanaghy 
every Saturday, 10am - 2pm, you 
can also go onto the Dunfanaghy 
Youth football club Facebook page, 
click on the PayPal link, and buy 
your tickets online. Thanks to all 
local businesses for supporting our 
draw, also those who buy and sell 
our tickets.
No Greater Love
 A Lenten programme of Reflection 
'No Greater Love' is a 5-part Lent-
en programme takes place in Ards 
Friary for the first five Thursdays 
of Lent at 7.30pm to 9pm. This 

programme is being organised by the 
parish of Dunfanaghy, Creeslough and 
Ards and a warm invitation is extended 
to everyone and look forward to wel-
coming you to partake in this time of 
reflection.  The programme starts in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and leads you to 
the foot of the Cross at Calvary over the 
5 sessions. Each session has a 30-minute 
video filmed in the Holy Lands, a time of 
discussion and prayer. 
Crafters
 The Crafters of Creeslough meet every 
Monday from 11a.m. until 1pm. All are 
welcome to come along and learn or re-
vive an interest in knitting/crochet etc.- 
and have a cup of tea.
Social Dancing Classes
 Social Dancing Classes continues in the 
Massinass Centre Creeslough on Tues-
day evenings from 8 to 10pm. 
Climb Muckish

 Swilly Hiking Club are taking part in 
Charlie Bird’s “Climb with Charlie” 
charity climb on April 2nd. Join us as we 
climb Muckish Mountain with a choice 
of four different routes. 1. The Grotto. 2. 
The Miners Path. 3. The Nose and 4. The 
NW side. See www.climbwithcharlie.ie 
for details and donation page.
Muckish Development Group
 Charlie Bird launched his “Climb / 
Walk with Charlie” to raise money for 
Motor Neurone Disease Ireland and Pi-
eta House. He will climb Croagh Pat-
rick on April 2nd. We will be supporting 
Charlie’s charities by hosting a walk on 
the Muckish Railway Line. This will be 
suitable for people of all abilities who 
want to join in, including those with 
push chairs or buggies. More informa-
tion at a later date. Keep your Diary free 
on April 2nd.
Secular Franciscan Order

 The Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) 
meet in Ards Friary on the second 
Wednesday of every month. Mass is 
celebrated at 7.30 p.m. preceded by the 
Rosary at 7.10 p.m.
Art Class
The Crafters are running a ten week 
Art class for beginners and improvers 
on Mondays in the Day Centre from 
1.30 till 3 30. It is funded by the Educa-
tion and Training Board. There are two 
vacancies. If interested ring Ellen on 
0863089530.
Online
Mass from St. Michael’s Church is 
available online on https://mcnmedia.tv/
camera/st-michaels-church
St. Vincent De Paul
 If you find yourself in need of help at 
this or any time of the year please con-
tact us on 0862328791 and assured of 
our confidentiality at all times.

The effects of the recent storms as the sand covers the Car Park at Killyhoey Beach, Dunfanaghy

Creeslough News 

St Patrick’s Day Parade in Creeslough

Wave of support from 
Donegal-London community 

Joe Kelly from County Dry Cleaners pictured with Kevin McGinley (Tiffty’s 
Tavern) and Brendan Vaughan, Joe sponsored the signed Donegal tops.

Seamus Coleman with signed Everton top which 
he donated x 2 for the auction.

Organising committee and families representatives - Brendan Vaughan, Wade McGinley, Natalie and Danielle McDaid, Kevin McGinley, 
Sean McHugh, Tina Williams, Joe Shevlin, Jody and Joe McHugh

 The Donegal community in London 
came out in force last weekend to sup-
port two very worthy local charities.
A special charity auction and raffle was 
hosted in Sudbury where the huge sum 
of £80,000 was raised to support “Roc-
co’s Road to Recovery” and “Ellie’s Wish 
to Walk”.
On Sunday a large crowd gathered in 
Tiffty’s Bar, Sudbury Hill where among 
the items being auctioned off were 
signed Donegal GAA jerseys, signed Ty-
rone jerseys, a signed top from ireland 
and Everton captain Seamus Coleman, 
among other items. The star of the show, 
however, was a stunning vintage Grey 
Ferguson Tractor.
Celebrities who supported the event in-
cluded Daniel O’Donnell and actor Ad-
rain Dunbarr.
Brendan ‘Tiny’ Vaughan of the organiz-
ing committee said they were delighted 
with the support they received last Sun-
day afternoon with a great turn out, in-
cluding many people who traveled over 

from Donegal for the weekend.
Speaking after the event Brendan stated: 
“It was an extremely successful evening 
at Tiffty’s Bar, Sudbury Hill. The fund-
raiser for Rocco McGinley and Ellie 
McHugh raised £40,000 at the auction 
with another £40,000 promised in do-
nations. Thank you to everyone who 
attended the event to support the chil-
dren, to Mark Henry (Sligo) who pur-
chased the Grey Ferguson for £15,000 at 
auction and to everyone who dug deep 
into their pockets during the evening.  
Sincere thanks to all who donated prizes 
or supported the fundraiser in anyway it 
is very much appreciated by the organ-
ising committee and both the McGinley 
and McHugh families.”
Brendan added that an on-line raffle will 
end at 8pm on Sunday 3rd April and 
tickets are available via https://raffall.
com/291383/enter-raffle-to-win-sup-
port-rocco-ellie-hosted-by-brendan-
vaughan
There are seven great prizes on offer 

with first prize is 2 Night B&B at The 
Allingham Arms Hotel, Bundoran, do-
nated by Peter McIntyre.
Second prize is a weekend stay for 2 at 
the Downings Bay Hotel, Downings, do-
nated by the Connors family. Third prize 
is 2 Arsenal Tickets donated by Brian 
Conaghan. 
Other items include shopping vouchers, 
golf green fees, Man Utd tickets, Iphone/
Apple bundle.
“Ellie’s Wish to Walk” is an ongoing 
campaign to support 9-year-old Ellie 
McHugh who has been a wheelchair 
user for most of her young life.
Ellie, is the daughter of Aisling McHugh 
and Dairmaid Keane and the grand-
daughter of Margaret and Joe McHugh, 
Carrigart. 
 She was diagnosed with a tumour on 
her spinal cord that was pressing on 
her nerves affecting the lower half of 
her body, and causing her extreme pain 
and by the age of two, she had under-
gone three major surgeries as well as 

chemotherapy. By the 
time of her third surgery, 
the tumour had grown so 
aggressively that the sur-
geon had to cut through 
her nerves to remove as 
much of the tumour as 
possible. 
This resulted in her los-
ing most of the feeling 
and power in both her 
legs. She has since grown 
up using a wheelchair
Despite being a wheel-
chair user from a young 
age her dream is to walk 
alongside her sister Clara 
in the future. To achieve 
this goal she will take part 
in a pioneering inten-
sive therapy programme 
available in Los Angeles 
in the United States that 
consists of two hours per 
day of “Neurosuit” thera-
py and an hour of intense 
physical therapy.
Rocco McGinley, 14, is 
from Buncrana and his 
mother Yvonne Hegarty 
is a native of Glenalla.
In Autumn of 2021 he 
was diagnosed with an 
extremely rare life-threat-
ening brain tumour, one 

of which is particularly aggressive and difficult 
to treat.
Rocco and his family have exhausted the treat-
ment options here in Ireland and have now 
looked to the U.S to seek further help. There are 
various clinical trials which have had some suc-
cess that are specifically designed to treat Roc-
cos’ diagnosed tumour.

Newmills Corn and Flax Mill public meeting
 The potential of Newmills Corn and Flax Mill as 
a tourism attraction has been seriously neglected 
in recent years. That’s according to the Mayor of 
the Letterkenny Municipal District Cllr Jimmy 
Kavanagh and Cllr Donal Kelly who both raised 
the matter at Tuesday’s meeting. 
Cllr Kavanagh said he would be calling a public 
meeting on the matter as he urged the Council 
to engage with the Office of Public Works to help 
highlight, promote and attract more tourists to 
the New Mills facility. Cllr Kelly said the future 

development of the facilities at the Corn & Flax 
Mills had to be a priority for the Local Authority. 
Cllr Kavanagh said New Mills was only attracting 
3,000 visitors annually.
He compared other tourism attractions on the 
same route like the Glebe Gallery which had a 
figure of 32,000 visitors and Glenveagh Nation-
al Park at 200,000 annually. “The numbers go-
ing to New Mills should be way better than that. 
The whole facility needs upgrading including a 
tea shop. It also needs to be put on the bus tour 

map. There is a lack of signage and a tour guide 
that retired has not been replaced. The product 
is so good out there. I would love to do it my-
self because there is so much there already but it 
just needs upgrading. I am going to call a public 
meeting to make people aware of what is going 
on” Mayor Kavanagh said.  
Cllr Kelly while it was good to have Minister 
O’Donovan on-site it was a pity that a full tour of 
the attraction didn’t take place that day. However, 
both Cllrs came in for criticism from Sinn Fein 
Cllr Gerry McMonagle his Party and other Inde-
pendents not being informed of a visit by Deputy 
Patrick O’Donovan who made a recent visit to 
the New Mills site. 
Those who met with the Minister were Cllrs Ka-
vanagh, Kelly, Ciaran Brogan and Donal Coyle. 
Cllr McMonagle said it was not proper and disre-

spectful that it appeared to be only the Govern-
ment Party Cllrs that were invited. The Council’s 
Liam Ward said the Local Authority had no part 
to play in the invitations regarding the Minister’s 
visit. Cllr Brogan said the other Cllrs should have 
been informed but Independent Cllr Michael 
McBride pointed out the reality that someone 
organised but at Tuesday’s meeting no one could 
bring clarity to that mystery. Cllr McBride said he 
would have been delighted to attend the meeting 
adding that the failure to inform all Cllrs was to-
tally wrong.
The Council says there is ongoing engagement 
with the OPW regarding Newmills Corn and Flax 
Mills. “Further contact will be made to OPW on 
foot of this motion by Community Development 
to engage further and discuss areas where the 
Council can assist to promote the project.”

Ostan Loch Altan Hotel, Gortahork

Pictured at the Céim Aniar Seachtain na Gaeilge Coffee 
Morning last Friday - Caoimhín Mac a’ Bhaird; Peigi 
Ryder; Anna McLaughlin agus Joe McHugh TD.



Following the Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday night, the details for the 51st Lennon 
Festival in Ramelton were announced. This year’s 
event will take place from Friday the 8th to Mon-
day the 11th of July.
 There will be a busy pre Festival week with the 
Soapbox Derby on Sunday the 3rd of July in aid 
of the RNLI and local charities. During the rest of 
the week the Singing Pubs competition will take 
place as well as the Car Treasure Hunt on Mon-
day the 4th, the Colour Run on Tuesday the 5th 
plus many other events.
 At that AGM the following committee was elect-
ed - Chairperson and Festival Director PJ Bon-
ner, Vice Chairperson Paul McCahill, Secretary 
Elaine Ferry, Treasurers Frances Boyce and Sean 
Crawford and PRO Eoin Murray.
 Mr. Bonner said that they will be feeling their 
way back after Covid 19 but promises plenty of 
thrills, fun and entertainment. 
There will live bands, local artists as well as the 
top Irish country bands, Cullen’s Fun Fair will be 
in attendance.
 Anyone who would like to get involved in this 

year’s event or has any ideas for events is asked 
to contact PJ or Paul or any of the committee and 
hopefully they will get some new blood this year 
to help make the event a success.
Coffee Morning for Rocco
 There will be a Coffee Morning in aid of Roc-
co’s Road to Recovery in the Quayside Bistro and 
Wine Bar, Ramelton on the first Tuesday in April, 
the 5th all day from 10am.
 This is part of the monthly Coffee Mornings run 
by the Bistro and the March one raised €654 for 
the Ramelton Care of the Aged Committee.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul will resume this Monday 
the 14th of March in the Mulroy Woods Hotel, 
Milford. Starting at 8pm for an hour and a half 
Paul will teach you how to Jive, Waltz, Quick 
Step, Foxtrot and of course Line Dancing.
 Beginners are welcome as well as all levels of 
dancing and there are no partners needed.
Wedding
Congratulations and best wishes are extended  
to Clare Callaghan, Ramelton on the occasion 
of her recent  wedding to Shane Rafferty in St 
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Hairy Hounds Dog 
Grooming Service

Pick up and drop off service available

Tel. 087 2386575
 Contact Francie Gallagher

Mary’s Church. Clare is the daughter of Terence 
and Mary Callaghan. The reception was held in 
the Inishowen  Gateway Hotel.
Table Quiz in Ballyare
 There will be a Table Quiz every Wednesday 
night in Carr’s of the Diamond in Ballyare for 
Lent. The quiz began last Wednesday at 9.30pm 
and everyone is welcome to come along and join 
in the fun and win a prize if your lucky.
Country Market
Ramelton Country Market will be in Ramelton 
Town Hall this Saturday from 10.30am until 
12.00noon. Pre orders on 087-9699715 for col-
lection during market hours. Our full range of 
homemade ready meals, curries, vegan and veg-
etarian foods, sourdough breads, scones, sweet 
treats, soups, jams, jellies, granola and fresh eggs. 
Our wonderful range of crafts, handmade toys, 
wooden craft, crocheted wear, cushions, paint-
ed goods, potted plants and much more. Loyalty 
cards available at check-
out. 
Our Tearoom is open for 
a catch-up with friends 
and family. Please note 
our Market on 19th 
March will be from 
10.30am until 1pm. See 
you all Saturday.
Swilly 50 50 draw 
Well done to this month’s 
Swilly Rovers 50/50 draw 
winners Niall Callaghan, 
John Stewart, Kevin 
Gormley and Minister 
Charlie McConnelogue. 
Some great prizes on 
offer every month. Join 
now and be in with a win-
ning chance.

Swilly Rovers lotto
The numbers drawn in 
the Swilly Rovers lotto on 
Friday were 1, 6, 10 and 
19. No jackpot winner. 
Three 3 number win-
ners: Patricia Gallagher 
Ramelton, James McCa-
hill, Ramelton and Cecil-
ia Murphy, Glenvar. Next 
week’s jackpot is €4,500. 
Thanks for your contin-
ued support.
Ramelton Bowling Club
Ramelton Bowling Club 

Rathmullan

Ramelton Festival dates announced Dunfanaghy
Boxing Tournament
 Dunfanaghy Boxing Club are holding a Boxing 
Tournament on Wednesday 16th March in the 
Ozanam Centre at 8pm. Clubs taking part are 
Carrickmore and Omagh Boys County Tyrone 
and Raphoe, Dunree and Dungloe Boxing Clubs 
from Donegal who will come to the Ozanam 
Centre to take on Dunfanaghy’s finest.
 Among the bouts down for decision on the night 
are: (Dunfanaghy names first) Owen McDongh 
v Odhran Woods, Dunree; Hudie Coyle v Owen 
McGee, Dungloe; Sean Doohan v Jack Gallagh-
er, Dungloe; Niall McNamara v Jack Gormerly, 
Carickmore; Cormac Hall v John McCartan, 
Carrickmore; Jack Boyle v Sean McDonagh, 
Omagh; Pierce McBride v Daniel Downey, Dun-
ree; Anthony Doohan v Aidan McGee, Dungloe; 
Dylan Doherty v Ryan Diver, Dungloe. Also 
on the bill will be Conor Durning, Luke Kelly, 
Eddie McBride, Nancy McMonagle, and Julien 
O’Donnell.  This promises to be a very night’s 
boxing and everyone is welcome to come along 
for a good night's entertainment.
Workhouse Reopening
Dunfanaghy Workhouse will be reopening on 
Thursday the 17th at 10 am for the first time 
this year and invite everyone to come and join 
us for our first day back. A leprechaun hunt will 
be launched that will be going on throughout the 
weekend for families to join. For more informa-
tion regarding this please ring the Workhouse at 
9136540, email us dunfanaghyworkhousetours@
gmail.com or visit our Facebook or Instagram!
 On Friday at 3pm we will be having a Storytell-
ing with Róisín on the history of St. Patrick, and 
that will be €3 per child. 
 On Saturday at 3pm, we will be screening Darby 
O’Gill and the Little People at 3pm, limited seat-
ing so be sure to call if you’d like a seat! €3 per 
person.
Ukraine Appeal
 Dunfanaghy Youths are donating their share of 
the 50/50 takings from the St Patrick's day draw 
to the Ukrainian Appeal Fund,  and  are also 
organising a collection of emergency supplies 
which will be delivered to the refugee centre in 
Poland. Items can be left at the back of St Mi-
chael's Chapel, or in Primo, Centra, Moores or 
Revive in Dunfanaghy. Alternatively, you can 
contact Joanne Hughes 0877414559 or Bernice 
Alcorn 0876704445.
 Items that they are looking for the Ukraine 
Appeal are: Shampoo, Deodorant, Toothbrush-

es, Toothpaste, Soap, Sanitary pads, Nappies, 
Wipes, Baby formula, Baby milk bottles, Band-
ages, Band aids, Painkillers, Sweets, Canned 
food, Non-perishable foods, Rain coats, Hats, 
Scarves, gloves and Towels.
Holy Trinity Parents Association
 Holy Trinity National School Dunfanaghy Par-
ents Association annual general meeting will be 
held in the School on this Friday 11th March at 
7.45pm. All parents with children attending the 
school are encouraged to come along.
No Greater Love
 A Lenten programme of Reflection 'No Greater 
Love' is a 5-part Lenten programme which will 
take place in Ards Friary for the first five Thurs-
days of Lent continues every Thursday from 
7.30pm to 9pm.
St. Michael’s Mini Lotto
 There was no Jackpot winner in the Mini 
Lotto on Sunday. The numbers drawn were: 
3,8,11,13,14,20. The two Match 5 winners were 
Sarah Ann Ferry, Murroe and Michael McClaf-
ferty, Derryreel who won €50 each. This week’s 
Jackpot will be €5500. Lotto Tickets are on sale 
in the usual outlets and also online.
Bingo
 The weekly Bingo continues in the Massinass 
Hall Creeslough on Sunday’s at 8pm. On line 
will continue but hopeful that we will eventually 
get all our patrons back on a Sunday night.

 The winner of the €200 on the House on Game 
9 at Bingo on Sunday night was Michael Mc-
Clafferty, €100 on Game 5 was Joan McVeigh, 
€30 winner was Mary Grace McGarvey. The 
proceeds of the Bingo for the next three weeks 
will be in aid of the Ukraine Appeal and every-
one is welcome to come along and support this 
worthy cause. 
Resource Centre
Gardening Classes: With Joanne Butler resume 
at Dunfanaghy Community Garden on Monday 
mornings from March 21st.
Names are currently being taken for an 8-week 
block of craft classes subsidised by Donegal 
ETB, starting at The FRC Dunfanaghy from 
April 25th Monday afternoons 2 – 4.
 The pastoral centre in Letterkenny are currently 
providing a Counselling service for children age 
5+ (playtherapy) and youth and adults here at the 
FRC in Dunfanaghy. Please get in contact direct-
ly with The Pastoral centre on 9131853.
The Carers support group meets once per month 
via ZOOM or face to face at Dunfanaghy FRC
Baby & Toddler support classes/groups for ba-
bies and their carers every Monday until 28th 
March. The PlayStation - Baby and Toddler at 
Holy Cross Church Hall, Horn Head road. It is 
expected to start the outdoor group at The Work-
house from 25th April. It will run in blocks of 

6 weeks. Tuesdays - Breastfeeding support fa-
cilitated by PHN Labhaoise Maguire. Fridays: 
10 - 12 Baby connect with Victoria Toye at 
Creeslough Day Centre (Spaces available)
Donegal Parenting Support network have ar-
ranged a series of workshops online for the 
month of March from 10am – 12noon. Work-
shops are as follows: 16th March: Active play 
23rd Managing technology, 30th Restful sleep. 
Contact Chloe on 0860675186 for additional 
info or to book your place.
Friday Youth Club currently seeking volunteers 
to support the development of a youth club in 
this area. Contact Breege on 9136548 or ring 
Pearl at Donegal youth service on 9129630. 
Dunkers Walking Group Meet at Dunfanaghy 
FRC (or pre-arranged meeting point) at 10.45 
weekly on Wednesdays. 
Wellness Café
The Dunfanaghy Wellness Café has reopened 
on the first and fourth Monday of the month at 
the workhouse Dunfanaghy (March 14th and 
28th). All welcome.  Contact details for Dunfa-
naghy Family Resource Centre: Phone: 9136548 
Email:dunfresource@gmail.com
Dunfanaghy Youths
 Congratulations to Mark Anthony McGinley, 
who is this week's 50/50 winner €480 on its way 
to you.

Prizewinners at the Table Quiz in aid of the Community Playground at The Workhouse, Dunfanaghy which was held in Arnolds Hotel in Dunfanaghy on Friday 
night, included with Claire Curran, Manager of The Workhouse Dunfanaghy are the draw winner and the winners of the quiz Sean Duffy, Gillian and Keith Lapsley.

Rosapenna
Gents Competition Results
 The Gents Singles Stable-
ford played over the Sandy 
Hills Links on Sunday the 6th of 
March was the second compe-
tition using the new category 
prize format. This format will 
be adopted throughout the golf-
ing season. Results as follows 
-Category A (13 & below); Tony 
Carr, 10* with 37pts; Category 
B (14-21); John Jnr McClaf-
ferty, 19* with 47pts; Category 
C (22+); Frank Cullen, 22* with 
34pts; Gross Prize; James Mc-
Nulty, with 31 gross pts.
Please note this is your playing 
handicap on the day from which-
ever tees you select. The cate-
gories were determined from 
the average entry from a doz-
en+ competitions during the 
2021 season with an even 3 way 
split. As with the current 1st, 
2nd, Gross, 3rd prize structure 
a certain number of entires will 
have to be reached to include a 
gross prize and the more entries 
on the day the larger the payout 
per category. The full catego-
ry price structure is posted on 
the members notice board in the 
front foyer of the Golf Pavilion. 
The * above denotes a player who 
played from the blue tees receiv-
ing 2 additional strokes to their 
course handicap re the mixed tee 
format. Two's - Marty Carlin & 
Denis Harkin. Entries - 35pax.
Club Sweaters
It has been decided at commit-
tee level to introduce a new col-
our of club sweater for all team 
competitions. All members are 

encouraged to purchase same 
from The Pavilion Golf Shop and 
would wear this when represent-
ing Rosapenna Golf Club at both 
provincial level and county lev-
el. The Pavilion Golf Shop will 
not hold a stock of the jumpers. 
Orders after this date will incur 
embroidery and shipping charges 
and will be placed on a bimonthly 
basis. Members must order their 
jumper(s) by Monday 21st March 
via email - golf@rosapenna.ie. 
Contact The Pavilion Golf Shop 
for any further information re-
quired. 
Course Notice
Winter Mats are in play for both 
casual and competition golf, this 
includes using the mats on all tee 
boxes. All members are kindly 
asked to repair all pitch marks, re-
place divots in the semi rough and 
rake all bunkers after use. Please 
keep all trollies & drive bug-
gies off tee boxes and away from 
green surrounds. If you are on 
the course you must be on the 
tee sheet, all tee times are book-
able via the BRS App. Booking 
enquiries over the phone will 
be offered the same tee times as 
showing via the BRS App, no ad-
ditional times will be available.
Rosapenna Ladies

As Lady Captain Betty Feeney 
starts her year in Office, there 
has been much preparation go-
ing on behind the scenes, with 
the Committee hard at work or-
ganising a schedule for the year 
ahead. Competitive golf resumed 
last week, with a club competi-
tion on Saturday 5th March with 

an 18 hole Stableford event on the 
Sandy Hills Course. There was a 
great entry and congratulations to 
Aisling Cullen the first winner in 
2022 with an excellent 39 points 
just beating Anne McKeague 
into runner up position with 38 
points. The first nine was won 
by Marion Geoghegan with 20 
points while Patricia Bogan won 
the 2nd nine with 18 points BOT. 
Well done ladies and a great start 
to the season.  
 There will be a Club Scramble 
on  Saturday 12th March, with 
a fun 4 person team event on 
17th March starting at 11.30am, 
followed by another scramble on 
18th March, followed by a sin-
gles stableford competition on 
19th March. Ladies intending to 
participate in the St. Patricks Day 
Team event are asked to sign up 
on the notice board in the locker 
room before 15th or alternatively 
contact Competitions Secretary 
Clare Lenny directly to ensure 
you are included in the draw. For 
regular singles events, intending 
players are requested to book 
their Tee times within the rele-
vant slots on the BRS system and 
adhere to course playing condi-
tions in force on the day. Fur-
thermore, a 9 hole competition 
will run Monday to Friday each 
week, and ladies are encouraged, 
but not obliged to enter names 
individually on the BRS system 
to encourage a mixture of hand-
icaps and playing partners, with 
emphasis very much on ‘Ready 
Golf’,  so as to discourage slow 
play.
Upcoming Fixtures –

March: Saturday 12th - Winter Scramble; Sun-
day 13th - Gents Club Competition; Thursday 17th 
- Gents Club Competition; Friday 18th - Winter 
Scramble; Saturday 19th - Gents Four Ball Better 
Ball; Sunday 20th - Gents Club Competition; Sat-
urday 26th - Winter Scramble - Sandy Hills Links; 
Sunday 27th - Gents Club Competition - Old Tom 
Morris Links.

Letterkenny Ladies
 The season was launched in glorious sunshine at 
the Captain’s Drive In on Sunday 6th March and 
the first 18 hole competition for the ladies will take 
place on Friday 18th March. Lady Captain Triona 
is looking forward to seeing you all on the fairways 
and is hoping that the sun will shine again to get the 
season off to a good start. 

Portsalon
Captain's Drive-ins
 This Sunday, March 13th, will see the re-scheduled 
Captain's Drive-in taking place at Portsalon. Mem-
bers are invited to join Eamonn McConigley (Beck) 
and Brighdin Hawke as they take their customary 
opening tee-shots at 10am. The Timesheet is now 
live for the drive-in. Please book the fourball that 
you wish to play in on the timesheet at any of the 
times available. All golfers will be able to avail of 
soup and sandwiches in the Clubhouse following 
their rounds. Note; this event is NOT a shotgun 
start. 
Hole-in-One
 Congratulations to 18-handicapper Stuart Nicholl 
who enjoyed his first ever hole-in-one at the 15th 
hole on Saturday last en route to his latest competi-
tion win with a fantastic score of 46 points. 
Auto Fast Fit Winter Series
 The race for glory in the Auto Fast Fit Portsalon 
Winter Series is nearing a conclusion with Week 7 
in the series taking place this Saturday 12th March. 
Time-sheet is live. Runaway leader Stuart Nicholl 
has a big advantage on the chasing pack but there' 
still plenty time for catching up, with double points 
on the final weekend in April. 
Results
Saturday Members, March 5th - Winner: Stuart 
Nicholl (18) 46pts BOT; 2nd Jim Deeney (35) 
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46pts; Gross: Stephen Connolly (4)34pts; 3rd Char-
lie McCahill (20) 43pts
Sunday Members – March 6th 1st Peter Doherty 
(27) 44pts; 2nd Rory McDermott (20) 43pts; Gross: 
Cian Page (5) 32pts; 3rd Sean Canning (24)  42pts.

Portsalon Ladies
Captains Drive-In
 Best wishes to Club Captains, Brighidin Hawke 
and Eamonn McConigley, who host their Captains 
Drive-in on Sunday 13th March. Timesheet in op-
eration to book or join respective fourballs in the 
scramble event.
Members Results
For the second week in a row Sarah Nicholl playing 
off 17, claimed the honours in fine style with anoth-
er great score of 40pts to win the members compe-
tition on Sunday 6th March. Runner-up was Noreen 
McConigley (24) with 36pts. 
Dates for your diaries
The Club qualifier for the Donegal Shield Team 
to represent Portsalon along with Lady Captain 
Brighidin, will be played on Sunday 20th. Mem-
bers Competition ongoing. Ladies Winter Links 
Captains Day 31st March, and Donegal Shield, 9th 
April in Donegal Golf Club.

Portsalon Golf Club Member Stuart Nicholl who re-
corded his first hole in one with an ace at the Par 3 
15th Hole in Portsalon. 

Tidy Towns & Clean Coasts
The weekly Pier area and beach cleans take place every 
Wednesday, with equipment available outside the White 
Harte from 10.00am… please note the new time. New Vol-
unteers and support always welcome, and sincere thanks to 
those who have recently joined up.   
Rathmullan’s Big Spring Clean  takes place this Satur-
day 12th March. Equipment will be distributed to the Ap-
proach Road volunteers, while bags, pickers & gloves will 
be available outside the White Harte from 10am onwards 
on Saturday morning, or bring your own if preferred for 
hygiene reasons.  
 Dog fouling and indiscriminate dumping has become a 
problem recently, so once again, we appeal to all residents, 
families and individuals to get involved to make a differ-
ence this year again in keeping Rathmullan squeaky clean. 
Refreshments will be available at the Pier Picnic area at 
1.30pm
The Tidy Towns AGM will take place on Tuesday 15th 
March in the Ozanam Centre.  This is your opportunity to 
have your say in what work is carried out in Rathmullan, as 
well as review the results for 2021, so please make an effort 
to attend and lend your support.
National Tree Week 
Its been a rough few weeks for Rathmullan with the recent 
storms which has resulted in quite a few fallen trees and ex-
tensive sand erosion on the beaches.   National Tree Week 
takes place from 20 – 26 March and the Tidy Towns Com-
mittee will receive a consignment of native Tree saplings as 
part of  National Tree Week.   If you would like to plant a 
tree or trees in your own gardens or grounds, then please 
get in touch with  any committee member as soon as possi-
ble, to ensure that you are included, as distribution will be 
on a first come first serve basis. 
 A ‘Sustainability Fair’ will take place on Saturday 26th 
March at the St Vincent de Paul Centre from 10am until 
3pm.   There will be guest speakers focussing on Recycling 
especially relevant since the recent recycling announce-

ments,  Water efficient use of resources and conservation, 
and the Clean Coasts  ‘Dirty Dozen’, with displays of circu-
lar economy practices in upcycled and recycled items. A 
SEAI representative will also be in attendance, so be sure to 
save the date, and get your questions prepared, especially in 
relation to recent grant support package announcements.   
Earth Hour
Saturday 26th March, and we are appealing to Rathmullan 
as a community to switch off the lights for one hour from 
8.30pm in support of ‘ climate change awareness’. By par-
ticipating in this mass universal ‘Black Out’, we are taking 
part in a collective action and creating a positive environ-
mental impact throughout the world. Further information 
www.earthhour.org
Rathmullan SVP
Rathmullan Saint Vincent de Paul appreciate your con-
tinuous support and are always available to help out in a 
confidential manner.  Should you wish to contact us at any 
time please feel free to do so & note our new contact num-
ber on 087 7755510. Vincent’s Thrift Shop which accepts 
books, clothing and household goods is open Wednesdays 
& Thursdays, 11am to 1.00pm, Saturdays 12–3pm  and re-
ally appreciate your continued support.
Rathmullan Celtic 50/50
Congratulations to Karl Monteith who won €1,260 in the 
February Draw, with James McCahill winning the €100 
Bonus prize.   
Next draw takes place at the end of March with tickets 
available online or from usual outlets. Thank you all for 
your continued support.
Coffee Morning
A  fundraising Coffee morning will take place in Glenvar 
School on Thursday 17th March which is open to everyone 
to attend & sample some home baking. The Raffle  pro-
ceeds on the day will be in aid of Small Animal Welfare.
Learn to Jive
 Jiving Classes with Paul will resume this Monday the 14th 
of March in the Mulroy Woods Hotel, Milford.
 Starting at 8pm for an hour and a half Paul will teach you 
how to Jive, Waltz, Quick Step, Foxtrot and of course Line 
Dancing. Beginners are welcome as well as all levels of 
dancing and there are no partners needed.

competitions are ongoing at the Makemie  Hall 
on Tuesday nights from 8pm. All welcome to join 
up and we will keep going until April playing for 
the Hunter and John Murray Memorial Cups. 
   SVP Conference
The Ramelton St. Vincent de Paul  are always here 
to help and Conference members can be contact-
ed via their dedicated phone number 087 143 
6640. 
All queries will be dealt with in a strictly confi-
dential manner. 
The Ramelton SVP very much appreciates the 
community’s continued support. 

Bridget and Claire Friel presenting Sharon O’Donnell of Donegal Hospice 
with a cheque for €2000, raised from the Ramelton Christmas Lights Memory 
Globe.

PARENT & TODDLER GROUP
 Are you a parent, childminder, grand-
parent looking after babies/toddlers 
then why not come along to our Ray 
toddler group   every Friday at 10.30-
11.45am and every Friday after This is 
an enjoyable morning to meet and so-
cialise with other adults over a cuppa 
while toddlers/ babies play in a safe en-
vironment. Any queries contact Syria 
on 087 2877900
A.G.M.
 We will be having our A.G.M. on 
Thursday 31st March at 8pm and are 
actively looking for new members to 
join our committee. If you interested 
please get in touch with  us or come 
along on the night to hear all about us 
and our future plans.
LOCAL HISTORY PROJECT 
 Ray Community Centre has launched 
a community history project in antic-
ipation of the 10th anniversary of the 
opening of the building in 2012.  The 
committee are calling on members 
of the community to submit histori-
cal photos from the wider Ray area, 
from Brownknowe to Craig to Glenal-
la, Glentidally and Ballyconnolly. The 
committee hopes to publish a book 
later this year which will celebrate the 
Ray community and will feature a se-
ries of historical photographs, art and 
poetry from the area.  
Photographs can be left into Milford 
& District Resource Centre, during 
normal opening hours, where copies 
will be taken. These precious family 
items will be returned  to their own-

ers the very same day. They can also 
be emailed into MDRC on  history@
mdrc.ie. The public is asked to provide 
information and descriptions  along 
with the photographs, e.g. names of 
people in the photos, dates (if known) 
and places where taken.  
CLIMB WITH CHARLIE 
We are delighted to partner with Mil-
ford GAA and Milford District Re-
source Centre to organise ‘CLIMB 
WITH CHARLIE’ event  on Saturday 
2nd April in aid of Irish Motor Neu-
rone Disease Association and Pieta 
House. The walk/ climb will begin 
from Ray Community Centre at 11am 
to ‘ Standing Man’ Glenalla. We will 
also be planning shorter walks up and 
transport to be arranged from cen-
tre.  No dogs allowed on walk. Regis-
tration is essential via on line (link on 
Facebook) or contact Ray Communi-
ty Centre Syria 087 2877900,   MDRC 
Declan 085 1947339 and Milford GAA 
Roisin 087 9188795. 
WOMEN & MEN ON THE MOVE   
Women on the Move - Mondays and 
Wednesday - 7-8pm    &  Men on the 
Move - Mondays and Wednesday - 
8.15-9.15pm. All levels of fitness wel-
come even if you have taken a break 
from exercise for a while feel free  to 
re-join any week. The instructors are 
looking at setting adventure challeng-
es for the groups and will be working 
towards this for the next few months if 
you are up for the challenger or contin-
ue at your own level of fitness nightly. 
Queries contact Syria on 087 2877900.

Ray Community Group

PJ Bonner from the Quayside Bistro and Wine Bar presenting €654 the proceeds of the Bistro’s March 
Coffee Morning to Chris Bryant on behalf of the Ramelton Care of the Aged Group. The next coffee morning 
is on Tuesday the 5th of April in aid of Rocco’s Road to Recovery.
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 In recent days those who are passing 
through the village of Creeslough 
would have seen that one of its most 
iconic buildings on the Main Street 
has undergone a facelift - the build-
ing formerly known as The Corn-
cutters Rest.  
 A group of volunteer painters from 
the area gathered on Saturday morn-
ing to paint the building - one of a 
number of landmarks in the village 
which have received a lick of paint 
in recent days under the auspices of 
the Creeslough Community Associ-
ation. 
 These are just some of the works 
being undertaken by the Creeslough 
Community Association recently 
in preparation for the upcoming St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade and the sum-
mer. A clean up day is also being 
organised for this Saturday getting 
underway at 9am.
 The outside of the ‘Corncutters’ 

looks a lot different now than it was 
just a few short years ago when it 
was one of the most popular enter-
tainment centres in the north west.
So, it’s end of an era for one of Don-
egal most popular bar and restaurant 
and disco for many years. But own-
er Sally O’Donnell in co-operation 
with the Association and a lot of 
volunteers gave it a new face lift. 
Sally has some great new ideas for 
this lovely building. 
 So the Creeslough Community As-
sociation would encourage others 
owners of buildings to get on board 
and do the same. 
 Prior to becoming the Corncutters 
Rest the venue was known as Fer-
ry’s Bar and had been serving the 
people of Creeslough for a genera-
tion. The Corncutters Rest opened 
in 1980 and quickly developed into 
a popular dancing and disco venue 
playing host to some of the biggest 

Locals who helped with the painting of the outside of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough on Saturday last Shaun Langan, Josie McGee, 
Anthony Gallagher, Joe Horan, Peter McCarry, Noel Toye, Philip Sweeney, Sally O’Donnell owner of the building Patrick Langan, Ben Mc 
Fadden Creeslough Community Association and Mark Langan

This brings back memories - Noel Toye pictured in 
the door of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough on 
Saturday. Locals hard at working on the painting of the outside of the Corncutters Rest in Creeslough. 

bands in the country as well as its legendary disco 
nights. It became the focal point of the local com-
munity and many couples met in and got married in 
the Corncutters although many a romance also end-
ed in the venue as well!  
 The Corncutters quickly developed into a venue for 
local weddings as well as christenings and funeral 
meals - so it was the centre of all family celebrations 
for many.  
It also hosted many memorable sporting nights run 
by Dunfanaghy Boxing Club, as well as Cranford 
AC, as well as been at the centre of activities for 
St. Michael’s GAA Club as players and support-
ers would gather to celebrate victories or hold post 
mortems in defeat. When Donegal won their first 
All-Ireland Title in 1992 the Sam Maguire Cup 
came to the Corncutters Rest the following year for 
the St. Michael’s Dinner Dance.
 As well as painting the building on Saturday, for 
all of those present it was a chance to reminisce and 
share their memories of nights spent in the legend-
ary venue as it looks forward to the next stage in its 
history. 

Facelift for the Corncutters 
Rest in Creeslough

 Everyone taking part in the parade 
to meet in the field next the chap-
el (weather permitting) at 11am on 
St. Patrick's Day. In the interest of 
safety and in order to get the parade 
on to the Main Road, it would be 
appreciated if everyone wishing to 
watch the Parade move up the street 
and leave the area around the Chap-
el clear for the Parade to exit. Please 
cooperate with the stewards. Any 
child taking part in the parade on 
a quad/bike must be accompanied 
by an adult. There will be disabled 
parking on the High Street. There 
will be a bucket collection to help 
with costs. Enjoy a safe Parade.
Clean Up Day
 Creeslough Community Clean Up 
day will take place on Saturday 
March 12th. Meet at the Corner 
of the Garden carpark at 9.00a.m. 
Bags and gloves will be supplied 
and please wear high vis vests. Your 
support would be appreciated.
Ukraine Appeal
 Dunfanaghy Youths are donating 
their share of the 50/50 takings 
from the St Patrick's day draw, we 
are also organising a collection 
of emergency supplies which will 
be delivered to the refugee centre 
in Poland. Items can be left at the 
back of St Michael's Chapel, or in 
Primo, Centra, Moores or Revive in 
Dunfanaghy. Alternatively, you can 
contact Joanne Hughes 0877414559 
or Bernice Alcorn 0876704445.
 Items that they are looking for 
the Ukraine Appeal are: Shampoo, 
Deodorant, Toothbrushes, Tooth-
paste, Soap, Sanitary pads, Nap-
pies, Wipes, Baby formula, Baby 
milk bottles, Bandages, Band aids, 
Painkillers, Sweets, Canned food, 
Non-perishable foods, Rain coats, 
Hats, Scarves, gloves and Towels.
St. Michael’s Mini Lotto

 There was no Jackpot winner in the 
Mini Lotto on Sunday. The numbers 
drawn were: 3,8,11,13,14,20. The 
two Match 5 Winners were Sarah 
Ann Ferry Murroe and Michael Mc-
Clafferty Derryreel who won €50 
each. This week’s Jackpot will be 
€5500. Lotto Tickets are on sale 
in the usual outlets and also online 
from Clubforce.
Bingo
 The weekly Bingo continues in 
the Massinass Hall Creeslough on 
Sunday’s at 8pm. We welcome our 
customers back in doors and on line 
will continue but we are hopeful 
that we will eventually get all our 
patrons back on a Sunday night.
 The winner of the €200 on the 
House on Game 9 at Bingo on Sun-
day night was Michael McClaf-
ferty, €100 on Game 5 was Joan 
McVeigh, €30 winner was Mary 
Grace McGarvey. The proceeds of 
the Bingo for the next three weeks 
will be in aid of the Ukraine Appeal 
and everyone is welcome to come 
along and support this worthy cause. 
Dunfanaghy Youths
 Congratulations to Mark Anthony 
McGinley, who is this week's 50/50 
winner €480 on its way to you. 
The hut will be in Creeslough every 
Friday 10am-2pm and Dunfanaghy 
every Saturday, 10am - 2pm, you 
can also go onto the Dunfanaghy 
Youth football club Facebook page, 
click on the PayPal link, and buy 
your tickets online. Thanks to all 
local businesses for supporting our 
draw, also those who buy and sell 
our tickets.
No Greater Love
 A Lenten programme of Reflection 
'No Greater Love' is a 5-part Lent-
en programme takes place in Ards 
Friary for the first five Thursdays 
of Lent at 7.30pm to 9pm. This 

programme is being organised by the 
parish of Dunfanaghy, Creeslough and 
Ards and a warm invitation is extended 
to everyone and look forward to wel-
coming you to partake in this time of 
reflection.  The programme starts in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and leads you to 
the foot of the Cross at Calvary over the 
5 sessions. Each session has a 30-minute 
video filmed in the Holy Lands, a time of 
discussion and prayer. 
Crafters
 The Crafters of Creeslough meet every 
Monday from 11a.m. until 1pm. All are 
welcome to come along and learn or re-
vive an interest in knitting/crochet etc.- 
and have a cup of tea.
Social Dancing Classes
 Social Dancing Classes continues in the 
Massinass Centre Creeslough on Tues-
day evenings from 8 to 10pm. 
Climb Muckish

 Swilly Hiking Club are taking part in 
Charlie Bird’s “Climb with Charlie” 
charity climb on April 2nd. Join us as we 
climb Muckish Mountain with a choice 
of four different routes. 1. The Grotto. 2. 
The Miners Path. 3. The Nose and 4. The 
NW side. See www.climbwithcharlie.ie 
for details and donation page.
Muckish Development Group
 Charlie Bird launched his “Climb / 
Walk with Charlie” to raise money for 
Motor Neurone Disease Ireland and Pi-
eta House. He will climb Croagh Pat-
rick on April 2nd. We will be supporting 
Charlie’s charities by hosting a walk on 
the Muckish Railway Line. This will be 
suitable for people of all abilities who 
want to join in, including those with 
push chairs or buggies. More informa-
tion at a later date. Keep your Diary free 
on April 2nd.
Secular Franciscan Order

 The Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) 
meet in Ards Friary on the second 
Wednesday of every month. Mass is 
celebrated at 7.30 p.m. preceded by the 
Rosary at 7.10 p.m.
Art Class
The Crafters are running a ten week 
Art class for beginners and improvers 
on Mondays in the Day Centre from 
1.30 till 3 30. It is funded by the Educa-
tion and Training Board. There are two 
vacancies. If interested ring Ellen on 
0863089530.
Online
Mass from St. Michael’s Church is 
available online on https://mcnmedia.tv/
camera/st-michaels-church
St. Vincent De Paul
 If you find yourself in need of help at 
this or any time of the year please con-
tact us on 0862328791 and assured of 
our confidentiality at all times.

The effects of the recent storms as the sand covers the Car Park at Killyhoey Beach, Dunfanaghy

Creeslough News 

St Patrick’s Day Parade in Creeslough

Wave of support from 
Donegal-London community 

Joe Kelly from County Dry Cleaners pictured with Kevin McGinley (Tiffty’s 
Tavern) and Brendan Vaughan, Joe sponsored the signed Donegal tops.

Seamus Coleman with signed Everton top which 
he donated x 2 for the auction.

Organising committee and families representatives - Brendan Vaughan, Wade McGinley, Natalie and Danielle McDaid, Kevin McGinley, 
Sean McHugh, Tina Williams, Joe Shevlin, Jody and Joe McHugh

 The Donegal community in London 
came out in force last weekend to sup-
port two very worthy local charities.
A special charity auction and raffle was 
hosted in Sudbury where the huge sum 
of £80,000 was raised to support “Roc-
co’s Road to Recovery” and “Ellie’s Wish 
to Walk”.
On Sunday a large crowd gathered in 
Tiffty’s Bar, Sudbury Hill where among 
the items being auctioned off were 
signed Donegal GAA jerseys, signed Ty-
rone jerseys, a signed top from ireland 
and Everton captain Seamus Coleman, 
among other items. The star of the show, 
however, was a stunning vintage Grey 
Ferguson Tractor.
Celebrities who supported the event in-
cluded Daniel O’Donnell and actor Ad-
rain Dunbarr.
Brendan ‘Tiny’ Vaughan of the organiz-
ing committee said they were delighted 
with the support they received last Sun-
day afternoon with a great turn out, in-
cluding many people who traveled over 

from Donegal for the weekend.
Speaking after the event Brendan stated: 
“It was an extremely successful evening 
at Tiffty’s Bar, Sudbury Hill. The fund-
raiser for Rocco McGinley and Ellie 
McHugh raised £40,000 at the auction 
with another £40,000 promised in do-
nations. Thank you to everyone who 
attended the event to support the chil-
dren, to Mark Henry (Sligo) who pur-
chased the Grey Ferguson for £15,000 at 
auction and to everyone who dug deep 
into their pockets during the evening.  
Sincere thanks to all who donated prizes 
or supported the fundraiser in anyway it 
is very much appreciated by the organ-
ising committee and both the McGinley 
and McHugh families.”
Brendan added that an on-line raffle will 
end at 8pm on Sunday 3rd April and 
tickets are available via https://raffall.
com/291383/enter-raffle-to-win-sup-
port-rocco-ellie-hosted-by-brendan-
vaughan
There are seven great prizes on offer 

with first prize is 2 Night B&B at The 
Allingham Arms Hotel, Bundoran, do-
nated by Peter McIntyre.
Second prize is a weekend stay for 2 at 
the Downings Bay Hotel, Downings, do-
nated by the Connors family. Third prize 
is 2 Arsenal Tickets donated by Brian 
Conaghan. 
Other items include shopping vouchers, 
golf green fees, Man Utd tickets, Iphone/
Apple bundle.
“Ellie’s Wish to Walk” is an ongoing 
campaign to support 9-year-old Ellie 
McHugh who has been a wheelchair 
user for most of her young life.
Ellie, is the daughter of Aisling McHugh 
and Dairmaid Keane and the grand-
daughter of Margaret and Joe McHugh, 
Carrigart. 
 She was diagnosed with a tumour on 
her spinal cord that was pressing on 
her nerves affecting the lower half of 
her body, and causing her extreme pain 
and by the age of two, she had under-
gone three major surgeries as well as 

chemotherapy. By the 
time of her third surgery, 
the tumour had grown so 
aggressively that the sur-
geon had to cut through 
her nerves to remove as 
much of the tumour as 
possible. 
This resulted in her los-
ing most of the feeling 
and power in both her 
legs. She has since grown 
up using a wheelchair
Despite being a wheel-
chair user from a young 
age her dream is to walk 
alongside her sister Clara 
in the future. To achieve 
this goal she will take part 
in a pioneering inten-
sive therapy programme 
available in Los Angeles 
in the United States that 
consists of two hours per 
day of “Neurosuit” thera-
py and an hour of intense 
physical therapy.
Rocco McGinley, 14, is 
from Buncrana and his 
mother Yvonne Hegarty 
is a native of Glenalla.
In Autumn of 2021 he 
was diagnosed with an 
extremely rare life-threat-
ening brain tumour, one 

of which is particularly aggressive and difficult 
to treat.
Rocco and his family have exhausted the treat-
ment options here in Ireland and have now 
looked to the U.S to seek further help. There are 
various clinical trials which have had some suc-
cess that are specifically designed to treat Roc-
cos’ diagnosed tumour.

Newmills Corn and Flax Mill public meeting
 The potential of Newmills Corn and Flax Mill as 
a tourism attraction has been seriously neglected 
in recent years. That’s according to the Mayor of 
the Letterkenny Municipal District Cllr Jimmy 
Kavanagh and Cllr Donal Kelly who both raised 
the matter at Tuesday’s meeting. 
Cllr Kavanagh said he would be calling a public 
meeting on the matter as he urged the Council 
to engage with the Office of Public Works to help 
highlight, promote and attract more tourists to 
the New Mills facility. Cllr Kelly said the future 

development of the facilities at the Corn & Flax 
Mills had to be a priority for the Local Authority. 
Cllr Kavanagh said New Mills was only attracting 
3,000 visitors annually.
He compared other tourism attractions on the 
same route like the Glebe Gallery which had a 
figure of 32,000 visitors and Glenveagh Nation-
al Park at 200,000 annually. “The numbers go-
ing to New Mills should be way better than that. 
The whole facility needs upgrading including a 
tea shop. It also needs to be put on the bus tour 

map. There is a lack of signage and a tour guide 
that retired has not been replaced. The product 
is so good out there. I would love to do it my-
self because there is so much there already but it 
just needs upgrading. I am going to call a public 
meeting to make people aware of what is going 
on” Mayor Kavanagh said.  
Cllr Kelly while it was good to have Minister 
O’Donovan on-site it was a pity that a full tour of 
the attraction didn’t take place that day. However, 
both Cllrs came in for criticism from Sinn Fein 
Cllr Gerry McMonagle his Party and other Inde-
pendents not being informed of a visit by Deputy 
Patrick O’Donovan who made a recent visit to 
the New Mills site. 
Those who met with the Minister were Cllrs Ka-
vanagh, Kelly, Ciaran Brogan and Donal Coyle. 
Cllr McMonagle said it was not proper and disre-

spectful that it appeared to be only the Govern-
ment Party Cllrs that were invited. The Council’s 
Liam Ward said the Local Authority had no part 
to play in the invitations regarding the Minister’s 
visit. Cllr Brogan said the other Cllrs should have 
been informed but Independent Cllr Michael 
McBride pointed out the reality that someone 
organised but at Tuesday’s meeting no one could 
bring clarity to that mystery. Cllr McBride said he 
would have been delighted to attend the meeting 
adding that the failure to inform all Cllrs was to-
tally wrong.
The Council says there is ongoing engagement 
with the OPW regarding Newmills Corn and Flax 
Mills. “Further contact will be made to OPW on 
foot of this motion by Community Development 
to engage further and discuss areas where the 
Council can assist to promote the project.”

Ostan Loch Altan Hotel, Gortahork

Pictured at the Céim Aniar Seachtain na Gaeilge Coffee 
Morning last Friday - Caoimhín Mac a’ Bhaird; Peigi 
Ryder; Anna McLaughlin agus Joe McHugh TD.
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 Coiste Forbartha Inis Bó Finne raised €800 last 
week from the proceeds of their 50/50 week-
ly draw, which will go towards the people of 
Ukraine in their time of most need. After sourcing 
a good Donegal connection, Sean Mac Suibhne 
from Fanad, who is teaching with the Salesians, 
and made a contribution to the “Support Ukraine 
Appeal” through the Salesians of Don Bosco Ire-
land. They are currently present in a number of 
locations in Ukraine including Bóbrka, Przemy-
lany, Pytomierz, Korosteszów and Odessa and 
more. All donations received by the Salesians of 

Don Bosco Ireland, go towards buying necessary 
materials here in Ireland and are then transported 
to the Ukraine.  
 Our donation will help to supply sleeping bags 
and mats, thermal blankets, dressings, first aid 
supplies, long-life foodstuffs (tinned foods, rice, 
pasta, baby jars etc) and personal hygiene prod-
ucts to Ukrainian children and families in their 
time of need. We would sincerely like to thank 
everyone who donated to us, as this will help 
make a small difference in these difficult times 
for the people living in Ukraine.

Cloughaneely
St. Patrick’s Day Parade

 After two years of lockdown, 
there will be a St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Falcarragh, on Thurs-
day 17th March at 3pm. The 
organisers would encourage as 
many businesses, community 
groups, clubs, schools, etc. to 
participate in any way possible. 
More details nearer the date.

Pobal Eascarrach
 Folúntas ar Scéim Fostaíocht 
Pobal Vacancy for a general 
worker on the Community Em-
ployment Scheme at Ballina 
Resource Centre. Eligible par-
ticipants must meet the criteria 
laid down by the Dept of So-
cial Protection. Please contact 
Caitlín for further information 
on 0749180571. Subject to de-
mand, the following courses/
classes will commence short-
ly in Ballina Resource Centre: 
Coastal Seaweed Foraging, 
Bee-Keeping, Bee-Hive Build-
ing, Digital Photography, Art 
With Owenie. All the above 
courses are part-funded by the 
ETB. If interested call Caitlín on 
9180571.

Ranganna Sa tSean Bheairic
Tá múid anois ag glacadh ain-
mneacha dona ranganna seo 
a leanas; Ranganna Gaeilge 

(TEG)* Leibheál A1 – Dé 
Máirt ón 7-8.30 Leibheál B1 
– Dé Céadaoin ón 7-8.30 Leib-
heál C1 – Déardaoin ón 7-8.30 
Comhra Gaeilge – Déardaoin 
ón 7-8.30 Damhsa Beirte: Ran-
ganna damhsa beirte le Connie 
Mac Ceallabhuí Ag tosú Dé 
Luain 14ú Feabhra ón 8-10i.n. 
Two hand Dance Classes 
with Connie McKelvey Start-
ing Mon. 14th February from 
8-10pmPéintéireachta: Rangan-
na péintéireachta le Joe McClaf-
ferty achan Déardaoin ón 7–10 
Painting Classes every Thursday 
from 7-10pm Fáilte Roimh Tho-
saitheoirí – Beginners Welcome 
Dáta tosú ag bráth ar éíllimh. 
9180888 / 9180655.

Cill Ulta – Na Tithe Gloine
 Pór Prátaí – Potato Seed: Tá Pór 
Prátaí anois ar fáil I gCill Ulta – 
Na Tithe Gloine. Tá cúig chineál 
againn le díol. Meáchan 2kg nó 
Meáchan 25kg. Thig ordú ar line 
– www.cillulta.ie - go isteach san 
siopa ansin agus cur isteach do 
ordú – nó cur scairt orainn ag 91 
80994. Le do ordú a bhailiú an-
seo ar an suíomh - le bhur dtoil 
fan sa charr agus cur scairt ar an 
oifig.Potato Seed: now available 
at Cill Ulta – The Glasshouses. 
We have five varieties for sale. 
2Kg weight or 25Kg weight. 

You can order online – www.
cillulta.ie – enter the shop there 
and place your order – or call us 
on 91 80994.For collection pur-
poses here on site – please stay 
in your car and phone the office.

Cloughaneely Junior Band
 If any past members have band 
uniforms, instruments, hats or 
jackets in their possession please 
pm and we can arrange to have 
them collected or alternatively 
drop them into Gortahork Par-
ish Hall on a Thursday between 
6.30-8pm. 

Computer Course 
Donegal ETB are organising 
a course on the transfer skills 
from tablet and phone to a lap-
top. Learn to attach documents 
to emails, type up letters, make a 
poster etc. Course starting soon 
in the Adult Education Centre 
in Gortahork. Call Dolores on 
0861740677 to apply.

English Class
Do you know of anyone who 
is a beginner English speaker? 
The ETB are organising a class 
in the Adult Education Centre in 
Gortahork. Ring 0861740677 to 
enquire. Free to participants.

Pobail Le Chéile
 Oifig Pobail is open to the pub-
lic next door to Siopa Pobail and 
there is a public access com-
puter and printer. There is also 

After a visit to Tory Island to see the problems 
facing the inhabitants of the Island, Cllr. Michael 
McClafferty (pictured right) has called for urgent 
works to be carried out on the extension of the 
Sea Wall and the finishing of the cap on the ex-
isting Sea Wall.  
 McClafferty says that the Capping on top of the 
existing sea wall needs to be finished. “It’s was 
not completed when the wall was built a number 
of years ago and the lack of capping has led to 
the houses not getting their required protection 
from the Atlantic and he says that it is in a bad 
state and a serious accident is going to happen 
if the Cap is not completed. Anyone falling off 
the wall faces a 10ft drop onto the concrete and 
rocks below.”
 Michael and the local community are also call-
ing for the wall to continue for another mile along 
the coastline to protect the island’s coastline and 
Sacred Sites from the dangers of erosion. This 
has been a problem for many years and McClaf-
ferty wants the Council and the Government to 
take action now before it is too late.
During his visit to Tory, Cllr McClafferty was 
also shown the Electricity Generating Plant on 
the Island and the Helicopter Service to Tory.

Extend Tory Sea Wall - McClafferty

Children from the local Schools who received the Rite of Confirmation in the Church of Christ The King Gortahork on Sunday with the Bishop of Raphoe Alan McGuckian, Fr. Sean O’Gallochair, Fr. Brian O’Fearraigh 
and their teachers.

Brid Mullaney and her grandson Jack at the Confir-
mations in Gortahork on Sunday.

meet Tuesdays 7.30-9.15 at Song House /Teach 
na nAmhrán. €8. All welcome. Phone Candy 
085889 3154 for further details.

Pobal Eascarrach
 Folúntas ar Scéim Fostaíocht Pobal: Tá folún-
tas faoi láthair d’oibrí ginearálta ar an Scéim 
Fostaíocht Pobal ag Ionad Pobal Eascarrach. Lé 
bheith rannpháirteach sa scéim caithfidh tú na 
rialacha maidir leisan Scéim leagtha síos ag an 
Roinn Choimirce Sóisialaí, a chomhlíonadh. Má 
tá suim agat dean teagmháil lé Caitlín ar 9180571. 
There currently is a vacancy for a general worker 
on the Community Employment Scheme at Ball-
ina Resource Centre. To be eligible to participate 
on the Community Employment Scheme you 
must meet the criteria as laid down by the Depart-
ment of Social protection. Contact Caitlín. 
 Cursaí: Ag bráth ar éileamh beidh na cursaí/ran-
ganna seo a leanas ag toiseacht san ionad Pobal 
Eascarrach, sna seachtainí amach romhainn. Má 
tá suim ag duine ar bith iontu thig scairt a chur 
ar Caitlín ag 9180571 lé clarú: Seilg Feamainn, 
Beachaireachta, Tógail Coirceogach, Fótagra-
faíocht Dhigiteach & Ealaín Le Owenie. Subject 
to demand,the following courses/classes will 
commence shortly in Ballina Resource Centre. 
Anyone interested should call Caitlín to register: 
Coastal Seaweed Foraging, Bee-Keeping, Bee-
Hive Building, Digital Photography, Art With 
Owenie. All the above courses are part-funded by 
the ETB (Donegal Education & Training Board).

Ionad Naomh Fionnán
 Coffee morning in aid of the Ukraine crisis in 
Ionad Naomh Fionnán, Falcarragh on Friday the 
11th of March from 11a.m. to 1p.m.Everyone 
welcome. 
 Mar chuid de Sheachtain na Gaeilge beidh turas 
rothaíochta sóisialta sa Ghaeltacht ag tosnú ag Io-
nad Naomh Fionnán Dé Sathairn an 12ú Márta ag 

 Congratulations to Rita Gallagher who won the Faclarragh 50/50 prize this week 
of €824 receiving her prize.

Coiste Forbartha Inis Bó Finne raises €800 for Ukraine

a vacancy for a Youth 
Support Worker based 
at Pobail le Chéile, 
Falcarragh. This is a 
training initiative and 
applicants must be 21+ 
and unemployed (or on 
qualifying scheme like 
TÚS) for 12 months. 
Accredited training 
provided - exciting op-
portunity - 19.5 hours 
per week (flexible) Call 
Lee at Donegal Youth 
Service (91 29630).

The Songhouse
 Cór an Chroí is wel-
come new singers and 

10r.n.  Beidh treoraí áitiúil ag tabhairt eolais faoin 
cheantar.  Thart fá 20km – daoine fásta agus páistí 
os cionn 10 mbliana. Saor in aisce agus tá do roth-
ar agus clogad féin de dhith.  

 Are you interested in Upholstery - Classes are 
starting Thursday the 24th of March from 7p.m. 
from 10p.m. – ring 0749165750 to book your 
space.

classroom. One of the 
wonderful things about 
the gallery is that when 
someone buys a stu-
dents work the student 
truly values the fact 
that someone sees the 
quality of their pieces 
and it encourages them 
to persevere to do even 
better. A simple example 
of this was a lady from 
South Carolina who 
recently bought a wood 
burnt framed turtle 
made by a student called 
Shekira Lubin in grade 
11. The lady took our business card and when 
she returned home she emailed a photo to me of 
where she hung the Turtle project with the com-
ment that every time she looks at it, it reminds 
her of her wonderful trip to Spanish Wells. 
As I have the Craft classes in Whatsapp group 
chats since the virtual term, I posted the ladies 
photo that she sent along with the comment 
and it truly made that young lady’s day as well 
as inspires the others to strive for excellence in 
their Craft work. I tell the students that I will 
always pick their best piece out of every three 
so as to push them to do each piece to their full 
potential, if the pieces are of similar high quality 
I allow them to choose. This one simple act 
pushes them to do better. The students are also 
offered evening classes if they choose, to further 
improve their Craft skills. I have allowed a few 
Crafters friends and a local author to display 
some of their work at a humble 20% com-
mission back to the Craft program. A recent 
development is allowing students, ex-students 
and myself to sell craft work at a 10% commis-
sion to the program. I believe it will encourage 
them to continue to make pieces after they 
move into adult life, but most of them prefer 
to keep their pieces at home. I always tell them 
that when they make their work to do their best 
and to imagine in 30 -40 years’ time that they 
can show them to their grandkids with pride. 
As time moves on the sentimental value of these 
Craft pieces will increase. All of these measures 
ensure that the students constantly strive to do 
their best.

 “My future plans with 
Ministry of Educa-
tion approval include 
expanding the gallery 
into the
aforementioned sanding 
area as it has become a 
mosquito retreat and no 
longer feasible for the
students to work in 
there. This will allow me 
to let more of my fellow 
local artisans display 
their creations and 
build the community 
(tourists and natives) 
awareness of the hidden 

talent that exists in Spanish Wells and the 
northern end of Eleuthera. It is planned with 
this expansion to allow 4 to 6 of these artists 
to have their own area within the gallery and 
in turn they will volunteer to man it one day a 
week each. This will allow my Craft students to 
be exposed to the work done locally by other 
artists also. This will give me the freedom to 
continue to expand the medium offerings in my 
craft program.”
He added : “In closing, I truly want to thank 
and appreciate Mrs. Iris Pinder taking a chance 
on an inexperienced 24 year old Irish teacher 
all the way back in 1997. That one opportuni-
ty allowed me to find my beautiful wife Gail, 
have my three wonderful children and begin a 
new life for myself in this wonderful country. I 
want to show my appreciation to the great and 
friendly people of Harbour Island and Spanish 
Wells for accepting me into their communities 
so openly. I want to also publicly thank my past 
and present principals and District Education 
Officers for their trust and support for allowing 
me the flexibility to grow the Craft program and 
Gallery to its current state and I hope I can look 
forward to their continued trust and support 
in the future. I truly love the Bahamas and its 
warm people; it is just like Ireland but just quite 
a bit sunnier!! I am looking forward to moving 
the craft/artisan programs forward to newer and 
greater heights where we can all succeed togeth-
er and continue to be a support group and an 
asset to one another. May God continue to Bless 
The Bahamas.”

 It all began in 1997, 
at the kitchen table 
in Gortahork with 
two Irishmen having 
a cup of tea, in true 
Irish fashion. One of 
these men was Der-
mot Toland, a master 
wood turner and a fine 
musician of Irish tradi-
tional music, the other, 
one Austin Mullin, 
then aged 24, a recent 
graduate two years 
prior from the Univer-
sity of Limerick having 
studied woodwork 
and technical drawing 
education. 
 Austin, who is orig-
inally from Upper Ray, and the eldest son of 
William and Margaret Mullin had been teaching 
in an adult education centre for the two years, 
where young and old unemployed persons were 
given the opportunity to learn fine furniture 
techniques by external craftsmen and himself. 
He explained that as a result of this he had met 
Dermot who taught woodturning to the classes 
there and he was receiving lessons from him to 
upgrade his woodturning skills.
Austin explains that over a cup of tea an oppor-
tunity was spotted that would him take on the 
adventure of a lifetime.
 He explains “The program that Dermot and I 
taught at was closing down due to Governmen-
tal cut backs and I was telling Dermot that I had 
felt the urge to try and teach abroad (for the first 
and only time in my life) and it was at that mo-
ment that Dermot looked down at the English 
Sunday Times newspaper laying half read on 
the table, as the good Lord would have it was 
opened at a page that showed an ad for various 
teaching jobs in the Bahamas, which included 
teaching woodwork. Jokingly Dermot suggested 
that I give it a try. At that moment in my life the 
scenario was set up so that I was willing to take 
a chance on applying for this job, in a country 
some 4000 miles from my home. I had to look 
up an atlas to locate The Bahamas, due to my 
poor geography skills.
“I put together my resume and had to book a 
flight to London for the 
interviewing process at
the Bahamian Consu-
late there. When I had 
gotten to the Consulate 
and finally got my turn 
to be interviewed, I 
recall being shown into 
a room with a large 
table and there was 
three extremely official 
Ministry Officers there 
from the Department 
of Education, the one 
who was conducting the 
bulk of the meeting was 
one Mrs. Iris Pinder. I 

must say, as only my 
second interview, I 
was quite intimidat-
ed, they reviewed my 
resume and with only 
being 24 years old and 
not having any real 
experience in a high 
school teaching they 
decided to offer me a 
one year probationary 
contract instead of the 
normal three years to 
see how things would 
go. I assured them that 
I would endeavor to 
show them that they 
would not regret it.
“It was mid-August, 
1997 when I hopped 

on a British Airways flight to Nassau from Lon-
don, full of excitement, nerves and fear of the 
unknown to begin the single year contract. We 
had our orientation in Nassau and had to get 
our NIB cards and other matters straight.
 We were put up in the old British Colonial Ho-
tel, I remember being out on the beautiful beach 
there, after a day dealing with NIB thinking this 
has got to be the most beautiful water colour my 
blue Irish eyes had ever seen. A few days later 
I flew out on a small plane to Eleuthera, to my 
posting at Harbour Island All Age School. Once 
I had reached Harbour Island on the water taxi, 
I was greeted by the one and only Mr. Kirkwood 
Cleare, my new Principal. He showed me to 
my accommodation on the top level of one of 
Barretta Majors town houses. It was a beautiful 
two bedroom apartment within a 2 min walk 
from the world famous Pink Sand beach. I could 
not get over how beautiful the Island was and 
how friendly the locals were, very much like my 
fellow Irish. 
“The first few days at work were quite interest-
ing as I had to quickly give up my Irish morning 
greetings of “How’s it going?’, or ‘How’ya’ for 
the much more formal ‘Good morning’ etc. 
It was during that first week of school when I 
recall meeting my now wife, Ms. Gail Davis. I 
observed her in her typing room crying quietly 
as she had just received the very sad news that 
her dear aunt Joan had died in Nassau. I recall 

trying to comfort her 
along with Malcolm, the 
auto mechanic teach-
er. Who could have 
imagined that from 
there we would become 
married and have three 
wonderful children, Erin 
our daughter, and Colby 
and Chandler our twin 
boys.
“In 2018 with permis-
sion from my then 
Principal he began the 
mission to raise funds 
for their own gallery 
to be built by the Craft 
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A 4000 mile educational 
journey for Austin

Austin with his wife Gail, daughtger Erin and twins Colby and Chandler.

Austin with VIP visitors to the Gallery.

Some of the artwork on sale in the school gallery.
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 The resignation of Alan ‘AK47’ Kelly as La-
bour Party leader was unexpected. The Parlia-
mentary Labour Party said they no longer had 
confidence in him.
  Untypically, he then went quitely. He is en-
ergetic, but the nickname ‘AK47’ explains the 
nature of that energy.
To be fair, the Ukraine War overshadowed his 
decommissioning. In past years, though, the 
deposing of a Labour Party leader would have 
been a major news story. Now, though, Labour, 
is not the force it once was. Labour has seven 
Dáil seats. In the last General Election, it won 
4.4% of the vote. There has been no significant 
improvement in poll ratings since.
 Labour has been as low in seats before. It has 
had near-death experiences, then resurrected.
 This time, though, we have to ask if Labour 
has declined too far. There is no sign of re-
newal. There is little sign of energy – except 
in getting rid of the leader. That is usually not 
the best type of energy. In a small party that 
is struggling, it is more a sign of turning in on 
itself.
 Labour had gone for ‘AK47’ because he 
seemed energetic. After two bad General Elec-
tions, the choice suggested desperation. The 
difficulty with that energy was that it never 
seemed particularly channelled.
Kelly had claimed to be ‘Old Labour’. That is, 
wanting to appeal to the Party’s traditional 
working-class base. There was little sign of 
that. As a Minister in the Coalition Govern-
ment, he had been an energetic enforcer of 
Water Charges. Memories do fade, but that 
is unlikely to make him appealing to work-
ing-class voters.
 In style, he was the opposite to his predeces-
sor, Brendan Howlin. Howlin tends to the 
understated rather than the fiery.
 ‘AK47’ can rub people up the wrong way. Thus 
I expected him to become too hot to handle, at 
some stage. I expected, though, that he would 
go in an almighty row. Instead, his departure 
was quiet. In one way, almighty rows are not 
healthy. In another, they are at least a sign of 
life.
 At time of writing, it seems Ivana Bacik will 
be the leader and she’s put her name forward 
for ratification. 
 Last year she won the Dublin Bay South 

by-election. Bacik is a Trinity College law 
professor. Her secondary education was as a 
boarder at Alexandra College, one of Ireland’s 
most exclusive girls’ schools. She has a strong 
record on liberal issues. To her credit, she has 
been strongly critical of Israel.
 As a Senator, though, she supported legisla-
tion cutting the lone parent’s allowance.
She can certainly attract a niche liberal vote. 
Thus she will play well in Ballsbridge and 
surrounding area. That is in her constituency. 
That ‘Dublin 4’, though, is very different to 
the rest of Dublin, let alone the state. She has 
shown little sign of being able to play strong-
ly in Ballyfermot, Ballymun – or, indeed, 
Letterkenny. If Labour is to have a chance of 
reviving, she has to do that.
 The logic of events points towards Labour fus-
ing with the Social Democrats. There are even 
fewer differences between them than is the 
case with the other parties. There is, though, 
no sign that one party with a fuzzy identity 
will be stronger than two with a fuzzy identity.
 Everything points to Labour having been 
wrong to allow itself to be sucked into the 
overcrowded centre of Irish politics. Labour 
fell victim to the siren calls of Tony Blair. It 
has followed most European social democratic 
parties in diluting former core principles.
 Thus it has lost the working class to Sinn 
Féin. That was no brilliant long-term strategy 
by Sinn Féin. Rather, they found themselves 
sucked into the vacuum that Labour’s depar-
ture had left.
 That was because a political realignment had 
been on the cards for a long time. The two big 
parties ultimately have their roots in the Civil 
War. That will be over 99 years in May. The 
children of those who fought are dying out.
 The rural society where Fianna Fáil and Fine 
Gael had sunk roots doesn’t exist any more 

either. Sixty three point five percent of the 
Republic’s population is urban, according to 
official statistics. That is probably an under-
estimate, because of the ribbon development 
stretching out from towns.
 There are an estimated 70,000 full-time 
farmers. One hundred years ago, there were a 
dozen times more working on the land.
 For a long time, the old parties were able to 
hold out against those social changes. Tradi-
tion is strong, but can’t last forever. Change 
builds up slowly. Then, frequently, it explodes 
onto the stage of history.
 Thus it is possible that the Irish Labour Party 
may disappear. That has happened with parties 
that were bigger and seemed to be better 
rooted.
 Scotland, after all, was a Labour country. The 
British Labour Party had its origins in the 
Scottish Labour Party, set up in 1886. Nine-
teen eighty three was a disaster for the Labour 
Party in Britain, with Peak Maggie Thatcher. 
Labour still took 
41 of 72 Scottish 
seats in the General 
election.
 Labour now has one 
of 59 Scottish seats 
at Westminster. It 
seems extinction is 
inevitable. Not only 
has it swallowed 
economic neo-lib-
eralism. It is also 
standing against 
independence, 
openly calling itself 
Unionist
 The French Socialist 
Party had an abso-
lute majority in the 

National 
Assembly in 
the 1980s. In 
the 1990s it 
came close, 
and was 
able to rule 
again. In 
recent times, 
it elected two Presidents.
Now the party is broke. Party membership has 
fallen by over 90% in 15 years. It has 30 of 557 
deputies in the National Assembly, and three 
of 79 MEP’s. The party headquarters have had 
to be sold. The new headquarters is at the far 
end of a carpark in an outer suburb of Paris.
 The embrace of Neo-Liberal economic pol-
icies has alienated the former working-class 
support. The result should make we in Ireland 
feel relieved. In France, it is the former Fas-
cists of the National Rally who have attracted 
much of the blue-collar support.

By Anton McCabe

Labour’s AK47 decommissioned

The first correct entry opened on Monday 14th March will 
receive a Ball Point Pen. Send your entry to 
Crossword No. 955 Tirconaill Tribune, Main Street, Milford.

Name
Address
Solutions to Crossword No. 955
Across 1. Nightshade, 8. Aerosol, 9. Naval, 10. Duel, 11. Lees, 12. Dip, 14. Ceylon, 
15. Embryo, 18. Paw, 20. Pail, 21. Hula, 23. Eagle, 24. Martini, 25. Attendance. 
Down 1. Nursery, 2. Gasp, 3. Tiller, 4. Handsome, 5. David, 6. Handicapped, 7. 
Kleptomania, 13. Complete, 16. Reunite, 17. Dimmed, 19. Wight, 22. Iran.

Congratulations to Rose McNamee, Stranorlar
who won Crossword No. 955.

Across
1. Film-holder (5)
4. Inuit boat (5)
10. Quay (5)
11. Place of pilgrimage in France 
(7)
12. Doggedness (8)
13. Recorders of Fernando (4)
15. Larry ___, star of Dallas (6)
17. Greek city (6)
19. Leave out (4)
20. Married .... With ____, US TV 
sitcom (8)
23. Emit (7)
24. Satellite’s course (5)

25. Wept (5)
26. Penniless (5)
Down 
2. Ordinary (5)
3. F.I.F.A. coil [anag] (8)
5. Feber (4)
6. Within earshot (7)
7. Telephonist’s panel (11)
8. Wind instrument (5)
9. Murder (11)
14. Star of First Blood (8)
16. Holland’s former currency (7)
18. Mouse-like mammal (5)
21. Hydrophobic (5)
22. Animal pen (4)

No. 955Tribune Crossword

Ivana Bacik can certainly attract a niche liberal vote for Labour. 
Thus she will play well in Ballsbridge. That ‘Dublin 4’, though, 

is very different to the rest of Dublin. She has shown little sign of 
being able to play strongly in Ballyfermot, Ballymun – or, indeed, 

Letterkenny. But she must!
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Diesel Cars

191 Audi A6 Auto 204bhp

191 Ford Focus Titanium

191 Nissan Qashqai  N Connecta

191 Ford Focus Zetec x2

2018 VW Golf GTI Line

2018 Audi A4 2.0 s/s Ultra

2018 VW Passat Business Edition

181 Nissan Qashqai Acenta Premium x 3

182 Ford Kuga Zetec

181 Suzuki Vitara Szt 

181 Hyundai Tucson 1.7

181 Ford Focus S T Line

17 Kia Sportage 2171 VW Tiguan 
Comfort Line 2.0 150Bhp

171 Mazda CX 5 Executive 2WD

12 Suzuki Sx4 2.0 4x4

171 Audi A6 SE Exec 190 BHP

171 Citreon C4 Picasso 7 Seater

162 BMW 420 D Auto

161 Audi A4 2.0

2015 Ford Focus St Line

2015 Ford Focus Zetec

151 Ford Smax 7 Seater

132 Suzuki SX4 4x4

2012 VW Golf

The Lagg Milford    Tel: 074 91 53656 
Lifford Tel: 074 91 41225                  Donegal Town Tel: 074 97 40496 

View the full range of New and Used Cars
www.brownescargroup.ie

Petrol

212 Suzuki Vitara Szt 
212 Suzuki Ignis 4x4
211 Suzuki Swace 1.8 Hybrid

211 Suzuki SCross Szt Demo
211 Suzuki Swift Sz
218 Peugeot 2008 Alure premium

191 Peugeot 308 1.2 Active
181 Suzuki Vitara S Allgrip
181 Suzuki Swift Auto
181 Suzuki Swift Sz  x 1
181 Mazda 3 Executive 
181 Suzuki Celerio  x 2
171 Suzuki SCross Sz4
161 Opel Corsa 
151 Suzuki Celerio

Brownes Cars - Milford 

Commercials
211 Opel Combo 3 Seater
192 Citreon Dispatch 1.6
191 Ford Transit 350 LWB 
191 Opel Combo 3 Seater

182 Mitsubishi Pajero SWB 3.2
181 Peugeot Partner 3 Seater
171 Ford Ranger 3.2 Wildtrack
1671 Ford Transit 350M AWD
2017 Vauxhall Combo 

Hughie McClafferty presenting Mickey Doherty with the Downings GAA Club Hall of Fame award at their an-
nual presentation dinner dance in the Downings Bay Hotel on Saturday. Also included is MC Charlie Collins.

Mickey Doherty presenting the Downings GAA Club Senior Player of the Year award to Oisin Boyce. Also 
included is Club Chairman Eoin Byrne.

Na Dunaibh winners of the Donegal Junior Title and beaten Ulster Finalists at the Dinner Dance in the Downings Bay Hotel.
Mickey Doherty presenting Michelle Wilkin with 
the Ladies Player of the Year.

Charlie Shevlin and Amy McLaughlin receiving the Ladies Young Players of the Year awards from Mickey 
Doherty at the annual presentation dinner dance in the Downings Bay Hotel on Saturday.

Mickey Doherty presenting Johnny McGroddy with 
the Young Senior Player of the Year award.

Ultan McGroddy receiving the Reserve Player of 
the Year Award from Mickey Doherty.

Dale McBride receiving the Young Reserve Player of the Year Award from Mick-
ey Doherty and Eoin Byrne.

Lorcan Connor receiving his Ulster All Star Award from Mickey Doherty and 
Hugo McClafferty.

St. Michael’s 
The All-County League Fixtures were released recent-
ly. We have been given a tough start to the League. Our 
campaign will get underway on Saturday 2nd April 
away to Gweedore in Maghergallon. The following 
Sunday we are at home to St. Eunan’s. We have a bye 
in the third round of fixtures, while in week 4 we are 
away to Ardara.
Mini Lotto
 There was no Jackpot winner in the Mini Lotto on 
Sunday. The numbers drawn were: 3,8,11,13,14,20. 
The Two Match 5 Winners were Sarah Ann Ferry 
Murroe and Michael McClafferty Derryreel who won 
€50 each. This week’s Jackpot will be €5500. Lotto 
Tickets are on sale in the usual outlets and also online 
from Clubforce.
Bingo
The weekly Bingo continues in the Massinass Hall 
Creeslough on Sunday’s at 8pm. We welcome our cus-
tomers back in doors and on line will continue but we 
are hopeful that we will eventually get all our patrons 
back on a Sunday night.
The winner of the €200 on the House on Game 9 at 
Bingo on Sunday night was Michael McClafferty, €100 
on Game 5 was Joan McVeigh, €30 winner was Mary 
Grace McGarvey. The proceeds of the Bingo for the 
next three weeks will be in aid of the Ukraine Appeal 
and everyone is welcome to come along and support 

this worthy cause.
Cloughaneely

Clárú/Registration
Thig clárú ar líne anois fosta. Impíonn muid 
oraibh uilig clárú chomh luath agus is féidir. You 
can also register to be a member of the club on-
line now. We urge everyone to register as soon 

as possible.
Praghasanna/Prices
Imreoir/Player - €60; Imreoir atá ina mhac 
léinn/Student Player - €30;
Gnáthbhall/Non Player - €30; Club 100/100 
Club - €240
Lotto

 The numbers drawn were 5, 20, 8, 2, 6, 1. No 
jackpot winner.. we had 2 match 5s; Congratula-
tions to Marjorie Shiels and Patrick J. Boyle who 
win €50 each. Our jackpot is now €6,300. Tick-
ets are available in various outlets throughout 
the parish in Batch, Centra, Post Office, Dee’s, 
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ALL NEW. ALL ELECTRIC. 

MAZDA MX-30
FROM €276/MONTH AND 3.9% APR

OR

FREE WALLBOX PULSAR PLUS

2022 

MAZDA CX-30
FROM €330/MONTH AND 4.9% APR

2022

MAZDA3
FROM €309/MONTH AND 4.9% APR

WHAT DRIVES YOU?
MAZDA ELECTRIFIED RANGE 
CHOOSE FROM
100% ELECTRIC - MAZDA M HYBRID - e-SKYACTIV X

*Fuel consumption figures in l/100km for the Mazda Electrified Range: WLTP Combined 7.0-0. WLTP CO2 emissions (g/km): 160-0. Vehicles are homologated in accordance 
with the new type approval procedure WLTP Regulation (EU) 2017/1151; Regulation (EC) 715/2007). Offers valid until 31st March 2022 on selected models while stocks last at 
participating retailers. PCP Example for Mazda MX-30 GS-L - Term: 37 months, 36 monthly payments: €276, GMFV: €17,644, RRP: €38,410, VRT Relief: €2,447, SEAI Grant: €5,000 
Customer Deposit: €5,789, Amount of Credit: €25,174, Acceptance fee: €75, option to purchase fee: €75, Total Amount Repayable: €33,506, Kms/annum limit: 15,000kms, APR: 
4.9%. Lending terms and conditions apply and a guarantee may be required. Each offer is available under Mazda Choices (Hire Purchase Agreement as defined by the Consumer 
Credit Act 1995) and available through ALPHERA Financial Services. All finance is subject to status and is available to over 18s in Ireland only. Guarantees and indemnities may be 
required. Excess mileage, vehicle condition and other charges may be payable. BMW FINANCIAL SERVICES (IRELAND) LIMITED TRADING AS ALPHERA FINANCIAL SERVICES, SWIFT 
SQUARE, SANTRY, DUBLIN 9. BMW FINANCIAL SERVICES (IRELAND) LIMITED IS REGULATED BY THE CENTRAL BANK OF IRELAND. Warning: You will not own the goods until the 
final payment is made. All offers reflect 2022 VRT rates.

Book your test drive today, call us on 01234 567 890 
DEALER NAME ANY TOWN ANYWHERE, 

101 – 121 Upper Long Street West, Long Town Business Park, Verylongtownname XYZ 0075 
www.verylongdealernamemazda.ie
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McGinley Motors 

Pearse Road, Letterkenny.  Tel. 9125666

50 Years Ago! St. Eunan’s
As the St. Eunan’s Club pre-
pares to host a special func-
tion this Friday night to cel-
ebrate a hugely successful 
2021 season GAA statistician 
Fr. Sean Gallagher looks back 
to 50 years ago when Eunan’s 
won a string of Donegal titles 
in 1972. 
Eunan’s 1972 successes 
This year St Eunan’s celebrate 
the Golden anniversary of one 
of their greatest years – 1972. 
They won the Donegal Senior 
Hurling Championship, Jun-
ior Hurling Championship, 
Senior Football Championship, Minor Football 
Championship, Juvenile Football Championship 
and the U-12 Football Championship all in 1972.
1. Inaugural U-12 F.C. final 9 July 1972
St. Eunan’s 5-6 Ballyshannon 2-1
Joe Blake: Paddy Coyle Éamonn Blaney Seán Tin-
ney: Don Sheridan Michael Gibbons Billy Roarty: 
Enda McCloskey (1-1) and Seán McIntyre: Joe 
English (1-1) Gary Lonergan (0-2) David Ryan 
(1-0) Martin Collins Con McMonagle (1-2) Pat-
rick Ryan (1-0), Sub: Paddy Murray,
2. U-16 F.C. final 27 August
St Eunan’s 6-15 Four Masters 2-0
Declan Nee: Cathal Tunney Gerard Kelly Pack-
ie Gallagher: Michael Mulhern Paddy Tunney 
Christy Callaghan: Paul McGettigan (1-6) and 
John McGeehin (1-0): Gerard Sweeney (0-1) 
Martin Comiskey (0-2) Malachy Keeney: Paul 
McGeehin (2-0) Jim Clarke (2-4) Liam Collins 
(0-2)
3. Junior Hurling Championship Final 10 Sep-
tember
St. Eunan’s 7-7 Finn Valley 3-8
Mick Boland: Colm McManus Tony Kelly:
Mossy Scanlon Pat Hughes Brendan O’ Donohue: 
Pat Lyons and James Gallagher: Tony Faul Dick-
ie McGranaghan Joe Winston: Oliver Cahill Dan 
O’Leary.
4. M.F.C. Final 17 September
St. Eunan’s 4-16 Ardara 1-5
Roger McRory: F. Comiskey G. McMonagle 
Hugo Blake: Laurence Blake (1-1) Paddy Tunney 

(0-1) Christy Callaghan: 
Patch Crossan (0-1) Paul 
McGettigan (0-2): D. Gallen 
Charlie Collins (0-4) John 
McGeehin (0-2) M. Cullen 
Jim Clarke (2-4) (again!) 
Malachy Keeney (1-1). Sub: 
Michael Mulhern.
5. S.F.C Final 17 September
St Eunan’s 2-12 Clanna Gael 
1-8
Cathal Gallagher: Brendan 
McFeely John Hanni-
gan Paddy Gallagher: Pat 
Conaghan (0-1) Séamus 
Durkan Anthony Delap: 

James Gallagher and Anthony Gallagher (0-2): 
Liam Byrne (0-2) Paudge McGowan (1-1) Michael 
Crossan: Joe Winston (0-6) Michael Sweeney (1-
0) Dan O’ Leary: Subs: Seán Ferriter, Pat Hughes, 
Tony Kelly. Referee: Dessie Kelly.
6. S.H.C. Final 26 November
St. Eunan’s 3-3 Burt 2-1
Jack Rosney: Vincent Murphy Seán Walsh Paddy 
Gallagher: Mossy Scanlon Pat Hughes Tony Kel-
ly: Pat Lyons (0-1) and James Gallagher: Dickie 
McGranaghan (0-1) Seán O’ Brien Dan O’ Leary 
(1-0): Vincent Carney Oliver Cahill (1-1) Tony 
Faul (1-0). Subs: Pat Dempsey, Mick Boland. Ref-
eree: Des Houlihan.
Did you know
7. Anthony Gallagher, Michael Sweeney and Joe 
Winston were on the first Donegal team to win 
the Ulster S.F.C. on 30 July 1972. John Hannigan 
came on as a sub.
8. Oliver Cahill was on the Donegal team that 
won the Ulster J.H.C. on 6th of August. Tony Faul 
came on as a sub.
9. Anthony Gallagher and Joe Winston got All-
Star nominations.
10. Where are they all now?
St. Eunan’s 2021 Awards function
The St. Eunan’s Club will mark the stunning suc-
cesses of 2021 with a gala presentation function in 
the Mount Errigal Hotel on this Friday night, 11th 
of March. It’s a Dinner Dance which promises to 
be a great night. Tickets can be got by going to 
www.steunans.com 
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Craig’s, McGee’s Petrol station, Shane McGee’s in 
Falcarragh and in Án Stór and McClaffertys Eu-
rospar in Gortahork. 
Comórtas Peile na Gaeltachta - Sinsir
Cloich Cheann Fhaola 1-6 Na Dúnaibh 0-13
Bhí cluiche breá teannta againn i leithinis Ros 
Goill tráthnóna Dé Sathairn ansin nuair a thug 
an fhoireann sinsear aghaidh ar na Dúnaibh i 
mbabhtaí ceathrú ceannais Comórtas Peile na 
Gaeltachta Thír Chonaill. Cé gur chuir muid tús 
maith leis an chluiche agus go raibh na foirne ar 
chomhscór ar feadh seal ba ag an fhoireann baile 
a bhí an bua sa deireadh. Scórálaithe CCF: Ciarán 
Ó Colla 1-3, Ciarán Mac Pháidín 0-1, Shaun Ó 
Cuireáin 0-1, Ciarán Ó Scanláin 0-1.
Fógra ón Chisteoir:
Tá go leor daoine i ndiaidh clárú do Chlub an 100 
an tseachtain seo agus ba mhaith linn fáilte a chur 
romhaibh uilig agus ár mbuíochas a chur in iúl as 
clárú. Is féidir clárú ar líne ar ClubForce agus thig 
íocaíochtaí míosúla de €20 a dhéanamh le Di-
rect Debit - rud a laghdaíonn an ualach. Thig ío-
caíocht iomlán a dhéanamh roimh ré fosta le cois 
50/50. Má tá ceisteanna ar bith ag duine ar bith 
cur glaoch orm nó seol teachtaireacht chugam ar 
0872779155.
We have had great uptake on 100 Club online 
registration this week - welcome to everyone who 
has joined & many thanks. Registration is easy 
through ClubForce online and payments can be 
made monthly via Direct Debit which leaves each 
payment at €20 - this lessens the burden of a big 
once off payment. Payments can be made in full 
up front or 50/50 either. If anyone has any ques-
tions or would like assistance in setting up their 
registration please get in touch by messaging me 
on 0872779155.
 You can also join by cheque/cash by dropping 
in to me with an envelope with your name and 
number on the front. Also possible to do EFT, 
please ask for IBAN.

Tirconaill Gaels London
Our AGM was held last Sunday, 27th of February 
at the clubhouse. 
The following officers were elected for 2022:
Life Presidents: Jackie Reilly & Jackie Greene
President: Paddy Burke
Vice-Presidents: Mick McGrath, Eddie McGinty, 
Mary Callaghan, Michael McGlynn, Niall Er-
skine & Denis Boyle.
Chairman: Tom Mohan
Vice-Chairman: Maurice Carr
Secretary: Calum Crowley
Treasurer: Calum Crowley
PRO: Eva Scanlon
Website Coordinator: Conor Cunningham
County Board Delegate: Michael Cunningham
Youth Officer: Joel McInern
Facilities Manager: Maurice Carr
Club Photographer: Brendan Vaughan
Club Development Chairman: Paul O’Donnell
Club Registrar: Eva Scanlon
 We wish the committee the very best of luck for 
the upcoming year, without whom the success of 
this great club would not be possible.
 We had the pleasure of welcoming Cathal Cregg 
of Connaught Council to the club this weekend to 
host a number of events for our underage teams.
The sessions were thoroughly enjoyable and 
highly beneficial to all our players and coaches.
 Our ladies team also hosted a 5k walk/run in 
memory of the late Ashling Murphy on Saturday 
afternoon. Many thanks to everyone who partici-
pated on the day and supported this very worthy 
cause. All donations will go towards Women’s 
Aid in Ireland.

CLG Na nDúnaibh
 Torthaí Lotto ó oíche Luain is chuaigh thart. B’iad 
11 12 13 agus 24 na huimhreacha a tarraingíodh. 
Char bhain duine ar bith an pota óir agus bhí na 
trí uimhir ag Mary Devlin, Tanya Roberts agus 
Bridie McHugh. Fuair siad €50 an duine. Beidh 
an tarraingt ar an tseachtain seo chugainn ar an 
Luan an 14 Márta agus tá €2,200 sa phota óir. 
Thig é a imirt ar líne: bit.ly/NDLotto.
Bhí a gcéad chluiche ag na Dúnaibh in éadan 
Cloich Cheann Fhaola sna Dúnaibh Dé Sathairn. 
Ba seo i gComórtas Sinsir Peile na Gaeltachta. 
Bhí buaidh de thrí phointe ag na Dúnaibh leis 
an scór: Na Dúnaibh 0-12 Cloich Cheann Fhaola 
1-6. Comhghairdeas leis na himreoirí agus leis an 
bhainistíocht. Ba seo a chéad chluiche ag Paidí 
Mac Giolla Bhuí, stócach óg seacht mbliana déag 
agus scóráil sé cúig phointe. Comhghairdeas a 
Phaidí agus tá mé cinnte go mbeidh séasúr mór 
ag an fhear óg seo amach romhainn. Chuir Eric 
Mac Roibeard, Lorcán Ó Conchúir, Máirtín Mac 
Giolla Bhríde, Oisín Ó Buaidhe agus Caolán Mac 

Rodaigh pointí ar chlár na scóranna comh maith.
Súil againn go mbeidh biseach ar Phádraig Mac 
Ginty go luath ó ghortú a bhain dó le linn an 
chluiche.
We are back in the GAA Centre again on Satur-
day night and hope you can join us, with eyes 
down at 8.30pm. Bingo books can be purchased 
online at nadunaibh.ie/bingo up until 1pm on 
Saturday. Books are also available for purchase 
at Boyce’s Centra, Micky Joe’s Country Store and 
Siopa na nDúnaibh. These will be on sale up until 
the normal cut-off time of 1pm Saturday. If an-
yone is interested in helping out with the Bingo 
nights please contact Richard Conneely for more 
information.
 Comhghairdeas le Seán Mac Rodaigh a bhí mar 
pháirt d’fhoireann Faoi 20 Dhún na nGall a fuair 
an bhuaidh ar Mhaigheó ar an tSathairn.
Bhí dinnéar/damhsa Cheann Bliana ar siúl oíche 
Shathairn.
Comhghairdeas leis na daoine uilig a fuair grad-
am le linn na hoíche:
Gradam Saoil (Hall of Fame Award) -- Micheál 
Ó Dochartaigh.
Clubphearsa na Bliana – Joe Mac Giolla Bhríde 
(Feargal) agus Patsy Ó Dochartaigh.
Imreoir óg na Bliana – Seán Mac Rodaigh.
Imreoir óg na Foirne Tacaíochta – Dale Mac Gi-
olla Bhríde.
Imreoir na Foirne Tacaíochta – Ultán Mac Ro-
daigh.
Sárimreoir na Bliana - Oisín Ó Buaidhe.
Imreoirí óga na mBan - Amy Nic Lochlainn agus 
Charlie Ní Shibhleáin.
Imreoir Ban na Bliana – Michelle Ní Chóill.
Ba mhaith leis an chumann a mbuíochas a gh-
abháil le óstán an Downings Bay ar chomh héi-
feachtach agus a reáchtáil siad an oíche- d’Fhear 
an Tí, Charlie Collins agus do John Bosco a chur 
an ceol ar fáil.
Buíochas mór do Hugo a rinne an oíche a eagrú.
There will be a presentation/open evening in the 
Clubhouse on March 15 to determine the future 
development of the Club in all aspects of GAA 
activities and we want your input. Whether you 
are a player, coach, parent, active or inactive 
member, supporter or member of our communi-
ty you are invited to attend. This is open to every-
one and a full rundown of club affairs will be up 
for discussion. 
Registration forms will also be available on the 
night and membership can still be paid on line 
http://bit.ly/NaDunaibh2020
Nobody should currently be training or playing 
unless their membership is paid as they are not 
covered by insurance.
 Wishing Julie Trearty and Lauren McBride the 
best of luck as they play in the Moynihan Cup Fi-
nal on Friday for LYIT.
 We currently have 17 stamp Cards collected for 
the Lidl Serious Support Campaign, we need 
a minimum of 50 for a set of LGFA jerseys so 
spread the word to sign up and register Down-
ings on the Lidl Plus App.
 Le críochnú, de thairbhe go bhfuil Lá Idirnáisiún-
ta na mBan ag titim ar an Mháirt ba mhaith linn 
an deis seo a ghlacadh lenár mbuíochas ó chroí 
a ghabháil leis na MNÁ UILIG atá mar pháirt 
den chlub – imreoirí, cóitseálaithe, baill coiste, 
saorálaithe, lucht tacaíochta, máithreacha agus 
páirtithe.

Gaeil Fhanada
Lotto Results 06/03/2022
Numbers: 3, 10, 18, 20, 21.  No jackpot win-
ner.  €100 Winner: Claire McLaughlin, Lahard-
en. This week’s Jackpot: €2550
March ‘Grab a Grand’
 The club will launch our March ‘Grab a Grand’ 
competition on our online platforms on Friday at 
midday. There will be a limited amount of tick-
ets on sale with a great cash prize for the winner. 
When the tickets are gone, they’re gone so please 
keep an eye on our Facebook and Twitter pages 
or you can contact any committee members for 
further details.
Club Membership 2022
Gaeil Fhánada are now accepting club mem-
bership for 2022. To become a member of Gaeil 
Fhánada you must register on the ‘Foireann’ sys-
tem again this year. Click the link below to bring 
you to the homepage. https://returntoplay.gaa.
ie If you need any help with this process, please 
contact club Secretary, Fiona Shiels. 
Sceideal Traenála / Training Schedule 
Dé hAoine 11ú Márta
U11 Boys - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 5:30
U13 Boys - Traigh a Locha @ 6:00
Dé Sathairn 12ú Márta
U10 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00
U12 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00

25th North West 10k launched

U14 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00
U16 Girls - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 11:00
Dé Domhnaigh 13ú Márta
U11 Boys - Páirc Uí Shiadhail @ 10:30
Dé Máirt 15ú Márta
U15 Boys - Traigh a Locha @ 6:00
Scór na nÓg
 Our Scór participants performed very well in on 
the County Final of Scór na nÓg in Burt on Sun-
day. 
Rinne Sorcha Nic an Phobail aithris ar ‘Pilleadh 
Aoidh Ruaidh Uí Dhomhnaill’ san Aithriseoire-
acht. Chan Gemma Nic Congail an amhrán 
‘Grace’ trí Ghaeilge sa chomórtas Amhránaíocht 
Aonair agus ghlac Seán Mac Daibhéad, JP Ó Gal-
lachóir, Méabh Nic an tSaoir agus Mia Nic Gairb-
heith páirt sa Tráth na gCeist. 
Siúlóid na Gaeilge ar an Trá
Ar mhaith leat do chuid Gaeilge a úsáid agus a 
chleachtadh agus tú amuigh faoin aer maidin 
Dé Sathairn? Beidh scaifte ag cruinniú le chéile 
ag carrchlós Din i mBaile Thiarnáin ag 12:30 Dé 
Sathairn. Fáilte roimh achan nduine.

CLG An Tearmainn
The numbers drawn in Friday’s lotto were 12, 17, 

23 and 26. No winner of Jackpot of €2200. One 
winner of the Match 3 of  €80 - Seimi Friel Ter-
mon (yearly). Open Draw winners of €10 each 
Patrick Friel Portsalon (bingo) and Mary McFad-
den (Gracie’s stores). This week’s Jackpot is €2250. 
The weekly bingo continues each Friday night 
online, drive in and indoors at the Craoibhin, 
Termon. Please seek the Termon bingo Facebook 
page for further details and the chance to win a 
free book.
All members are reminded that registration is 
now due. Players must be registered to play with 
Clg an Tearmainn for insurance purposes. Most 
of our underage teams are out and training at 
the moment and the training schedule and coach 
contacts are available on the Facebook pages. A 
huge well done to all our boys, girls, men and 
women who represented our county at the week-
end in various teams. This weekend’s fixtures are 
in the Comórtas na Gaeltachta competition with 
the senior and reserve men in competition, both 
games at the Burn Road on Saturday, with the re-
serve men taking on Naomh Mhuire at 1pm and 
the senior men taking on Naomh  Conaill at 3pm. 
All support is welcome.

Bonner bids for back-to-back wins
 After the high of defeating Tyrone the Donegal 
senior footballers have the opportunity to do 
back-to-back wins when they host Monaghan at 
MacCumhaill Park on Sunday afternoon (throw-
in 1.45). 
A victory would definitely secure their Division 
1 status for next year but even their current five 
points might be enough. But Monaghan come to 
the Twin Towns needing the points more than 
Donegal. They sit on just two points and if they 
lose on Sunday there will be just two more games 
for them to avoid the drop. 

It was a rollercoaster for Declan Bonner’s men be-
fore the short break. There was the heavy criticism 
of the performance in Killarney and rightly so. 
Then there was the win over Tyrone that seemed 
to all of a sudden turn the team into potential 
All-Ireland champions. Bonner doesn’t want that 
type of talk being absorbed by his players. And 
he will be very satisfied on Sunday evening if the 
team defeats Monaghan that could prove to be an 
indicator that a bunch of talented footballers are 
maturing and ready to have a serious go at regain-
ing the Ulster Championship. 

ESTATE AGENT, PROPERTY SALES, RENTALS & VALUATIONS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE, MANAGEMENT & RENOVATIONS.

T: 087 221 6208

Reliable &
Experienced!

www.louisboyceestateagent.ie

Letting 
of Land
Gortnaluchog, 

Downings

10 acres
Open to Offers 

Contact

 The launch of the special anniversary North West 
10k took place in the Mount Errigal on Monday 
evening. Announcements in relation to the event 
which has raised nearly €834,000 for 36 charities 
in the past 24 years were made during the launch. 
A souvenir 25th commemorative booklet was also 
formally unveiled. The first Chairperson in 1997 
Charlie Kelly had the honour of formally launch-
ing the 25th run and walk. Unfortunately Charlie 
wasn’t able to be present in person but a message 
on his behalf was read out by 10k Vice-Chairper-
son Nancy McNamee 
  The North West 10k committee has a new free 
t-shirt to mark the 25th anniversary of the charity 
event which started in 1997. The commemorative 
t-shirt is guaranteed  for all who enter before the 
31st of March. A NW 10k medallion will also be 
presented to participants on the day of the event. 
Chairperson it was fitting that the launch should 
take place in the Mount Errigal Hotel because it 
was in this hotel that the meeting took place to 
form the first North West 10k committee in the 
winter of 1996 and the rest as they say is history. 
At 6p.m. on 10th of May 1997 the first North West 
10k charity event took place in Letterkenny and 
in the same town will host the 25th anniversary 
event on the Bank Holiday Monday May 2nd. The 
committee which had been running the Rockh-
ill 10k for 14 years had decided not to continue 
themselves after the 1996 event but two of their 
members Pat Price and the late Martin Giblin 
were still very anxious to see the community 
charity race remain an active annual fundraiser 
for worthy causes. So they met with Charlie who 
used his athletics contacts to form the first com-
mittee and 24 years later 36 charities have benefit-
ted to the tune of nearly €834,000 from the North 
West 10k. 

“I want to commend all the committees involved 
with our predecessor the Rockhill 10k for the 
great work they did in establishing the race as one 
of the biggest charity events that also attracted 
big name runners from outside the county. They 
also persuaded UTV to come down from Belfast 
and film the event two years in a row. I want to 
acknowledge the work of all the committees over 
the past 24 years under the Chairpersons Charlie 
Kelly, Grace Boyle and James Boyle. And for the 
past six years it’s been me in that role” Mr Martin 
said. 
 Neil Martin also thanked all the sponsors who 
have supported the NW10k down the years. “We 
are very grateful to have five sponsors this year 
again DonegalDaily, Brian McCormick Inter-
Sport, Century Cinemas, the Mount Errigal Hotel 
and the Value Centre. Every year the NW10k is 
about the charities and in 2022 the proceeds will 
go to three very worthy causes in the Donegal 
Branch for Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus, the 
Donegal Diabetes Parents Support Group and the 
No Barriers Foundation. They have already been 
working very hard together on a range of addi-
tional fundraising initiatives that will boost the 
money raised on the actual day of the NW 10k 
on May 2nd.” 
It takes a huge voluntary effort to host the charity 
event. First of all there is the 10k committee who 
all bring different skills in the pre-planning phase 
and then making sure everything goes to sched-
ule on the day with safety of everyone paramount. 
“We have a team of stewards and marshalls un-
der Neily McDaid who are loyal to the Northwest 
10k and their experience is invaluable making 
the route as safe as possible for the participants. 
We are indebted to the Gardai who advise and 
support us on the day. I would like to thank Sgt. 

Eunan Walsh and his 
team for all their help. 
The Red Cross are with 
us every year and that 
is so important in the 
event that someone 
needs medical assis-
tance. The Letterkenny 
Chamber have been 
with us from the start 
offering back-up in 
terms of administra-
tion and one of their 
staff Anne Condon 

has been a vital link as she has been 
one of our committee members from 
1997. I also want to acknowledge 
the presence here tonight of two of 
the charities who benefitted in 1997 
namely MS Donegal Branch and 
the Breast Care Unit at Letterkenny 
General Hospital as it was then” Neil 
Martin said.  
The Chairperson also took the op-
portunity to thank the current North 
West committee for their endeavours 
since they started planning for the 
25th back last September. “Because it 
is a special milestone there has been 
extra work involved to date and as 
they say there is a lot more to do. We 
have a very dedicated team who have 
worked very diligently so I’m con-
fident that we are on track to make 
our new date of Monday 2nd of May 
a very memorable celebration as it 
should be.” 
Marcus Ward, Mairead Farren and 
Marina Kennedy-Quick spoke on 

behalf of the respective charities 
Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus, the 
Donegal Diabetes Parents Support 
Group and the No Barriers Founda-
tion. The official launch was by Char-
lie Kelly and his message was read 
out by Nancy McNamee. “I would 
like to thank the committee for invit-
ing me to perform the official launch 
of the 25th NW10k; however, I regret 
that I am unable to attend. It is very 
pleasing to note the way the event 
has grown over the years and contin-
uing to raise major funds for chari-
ties. I wish the 10k committee every 
success in the future. I am delighted 
now to formally launch the 25th NW 
10k. Good Luck. Charlie Kelly.”
The 25th NW 10k takes place on 
Monday 2nd of May in Letterken-
ny at 11 a.m. The online entry fee is 
€15 and the link can be found on the 
10ks Facebook and Twitter accounts 
or by going to the website www.
northwest10k.com

North West 10k Chairperson Neil Martin with two former members of the Rockhill 10k committee Tony 
Ramsay and Pat Price and Letterkenny Mayor Jimmy Kavanagh at the launch of the 25th anniversary charity 
run and walk on Monday night in the Mount Errigal Hotel

Neil Martin with Marina Kennedy Quick and Sonia McGarvey from one of the ben-
efitting charities the No Barriers Foundation

At the launch of the North West 10k on Monday night in the Mount Errigal Hotel  were at back Mary Fleming McCrossan, Bernie Bren-
nan, Claire McDonagh (Letterkenny Chamber), Cllr Donal Kelly, Mayor Cllr Jimmy Kavanagh, Cllr Gerry McMonagle, Brian McCormick 
(sponsor), Sergeant Eunan Walsh and Nancy McNamee. Front from left - Marcus Ward (Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus Ireland (Donegal 
Branch), Marina Kennedy Quick (No Barriers Foundation), Mairead Farren (Donegal Diabetes Parents Support Group), Neil Martin 
(North West 10k Chairperson), Charlie Gildea (Donegal Diabetes Parents Support Group) and Erin Harrold Marcus (Spina Bifida & 
Hydrocephalus Ireland (Donegal Branch).

McIntyre to manage Bundoran
 Peter McIntyre is the new manager of the Bundoran senior team for the 2022 season. The Letterk-
enny native succeeds Cathal Corey. A former St. Eunan’s player, McIntyre is a longtime resident of 
Bundoran where he runs the Allingham Arms Hotel. He won an Ulster Minor Football Champion-
ship medal with Donegal in 1985. 
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Ferry Hedge Cutting

Flail & Sawhead
Fully Insured

Contact Benny on 085 7859676
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FREE local collEction oF MachinERy FoR sERvicE 

Chain Sharpening 
Service ONLY 
€5 per chain

Bar and Chain 
Combi pack
 from €45

Large range of 
second Hand 

Machinery

2 Gallons of Chain 
Oil for €22

Good quality 2 stroke. 
1 litre Bottle Only €10

Trade-in’s are 
always welcome

Tully Lawnmowers 
Repairs & Sales

Tullymountain,  Ramelton     074 91 51551 or 086 3286248
Open Monday -Friday 9.00a.m. - 6.00p.m.

Saturday 9.00am. - 4.00p.m.
• New Strimmers from €200
• New Hedgecutters from €225
• New Leafblowers from €200
• New Chainsaws from €230

• New Lawnmowers from €280
• New Powerwashers from €425
• New Castlegarden Ride-on  

Mowers from €2200

To Hire -  Lawnmowers, Ride-on Mowers, Strimmers, 
Hedgecutters, Pole Hedgecutters, Garden Rotivator, Scarifier, 

Mixers, Consaws, Kango, Generators etc.

League of Ireland Premier Division

Busy spell for 
Horgan’s men

Brian McCormick Cup semi-final Report and Photo by Declan Kerr

First McCormick Final for Bonagee

Bonagee United 2-0 St Catherine’s 
 The Brian McCormick Cup finalists 
have been confirmed after victories for 
Bonagee Utd and Kildrum Tigers over 
the weekend. Bonagee were first into 
the decider thanks to second half goals 
from Aidan McLaughlin and Cody Bro-
gan at Ballyare on Friday night against 
St Catherine’s. It was a much tighter 
affair at the Flagpole where Kildrum 
Tigers emerged victorious on penalties 
after a 2-2 draw. On Friday night there 
was little to choose between the sides in 
the first half where Bonagee would have 
been the pre-match favourites by virtue 
of their Premier Division status. Their 
victory means it is the first in the club’s 
history to reach the McCormick Final. 
St. Catherine’s who look odds on to 
be a Premier Division team next sea-
son shaded the early stages with John 
Carr having to get down to push out 
an Odhran McGuinness effort while 
skipper Evan Broderick saw a header 

come close to a goal but it wouldn’t have 
counted in any case because ref Dessie 
McLaughlin had spotted an infringe-
ment. At the other end a dangerous 
Eamonn Cannon free-kick was nicked 
away at the expense of a corner on 21 
minutes.   
Just after the restart Carr denied Ryan 
Cunningham who had raced clear of the 
Bonagee defence. The Killybegs outfit 
was on top early on with McGuinness 
firing over from a good position and the 
big man Broderick wasn’t far away with 
a glancing header. But, it was Bonagee 
who were to break the deadlock on 66 
minutes after the impressive Evan Mc-
Croary forced his way down the right 
flank and his cross was steered home by 
ace striker Aidan McLaughlin. Cannon 
and Broderick had decent attempts at 
either end before St. Catherine’s came 
agonisingly close to an equaliser. Carr 
had blocked a McGuinness shot but the 
ball could still have found the net only 

for McCroary’s intervention and clear-
ance. 
After all that drama it was Bonagee who 
struck for the decisive goal when Bro-
gan came forward to fire a superb shot 
past Michael Mullin to secure the club’s 
place in the final for the first time ever.
Bonagee United - John Carr, Evan 
McCroary, Coady Brogan, Duncan 
Patterson, Sergey Alcorn,  Taylor Rus-
sell, Darren Hunter, Eamonn Cannon, 
Aaron Wasson, Aidan McLaughlin, Lee 
McMonagle. Subs: Jordan Gallagher for 
Wasson 83 mins, Daniel Stolarczyk for 
Cannon 90, Niall McCrossan for Mc-
Monagle 90 mins. 
St Catherine’s - Michael Mullin, Conor 
Knox, Ryan Carr, Christopher Murrin, 
Shaun Kelly, Odhran McGuinness, Josh 
Maxwell, Evan Broderick, Ryan Cun-
ningham, Dan Breslin, Alex McBrearty. 
Sub: Darragh Murrin for Maxwell 79 
mins. 
Ref: Dessie McLaughlin.

 Finn Harps have two big games in 
the space of three days as the League 
of Ireland Premier Division season 
gets into full flow. Ollie Horgan’s 
outfit hosts St Patrick’s Athletic this 
Friday night in Ballybofey (kick-off 
8.00). On Monday night it’s the short 
trip to the Showgrounds to play Sligo 
Rovers in the first Northwest derby 
of the season. Horgan would certain-
ly prefer to have more than just two 
points from the opening three league 
matches and getting a first win of the 
campaign won’t be easy against ei-
ther Pat’s or Sligo. Pat’s are unbeaten 
after four games  split between wins 
and draws. 
Tim Clancy’s side will come to Finn 
Park on a high after defeating reign-
ing champions Shamrock Rovers 1-0 
at Richmond Park last Friday. It will 
be the first time for Tunde Obowla-
bi to face Harps since leaving in the 
close season. Pat’s are on six points 
from four games while Harps sit on 
two and are second from bottom but 
they do have a game in hand.
Horgan does have a few injury con-
cerns and there is a little bit of a wor-

ry about the strength and depth of 
the squad compared to last season. 
Defender José Carrillo had to come 
off just before half-time in the Bohs 
match and has to be a big doubt for 
the Pat’s match. However Rob Slevin 
came in for his first Harps game and 
did well. Conor Tourish did not fea-
ture in the squad for the Bohs fixture 
due to injury and again there is a big 
question mark over his availability. 
 “Injuries are part and parcel of the 
game and we’ll see how those lads 
are later in the week but it’s not 
looking good. We’ll need to up our 
game from Bohs because Pat’s will 
be coming looking for three points. 
We will also be going all out to win. 
Look, in all three games so far there 
have been periods where we should 
have knocked in a couple of goals 
but we didn’t and that’s why we only 
have two points and are second from 
bottom. If we can get just a little 
rub of the green for our forwards to 
find the net that will give the whole 
team confidence. Listen, whatever 
way Friday night’s game goes we’ll 
have to move on quickly and get 

ready for Sligo in the 
Showgrounds. They 
are away to Drogheda 
on Friday night and 
go into that unbeaten 
with five points on the 
board so that’s a fair 
incentive to get some-
thing out of that game” 
Horgan said. 

Harps draw 
some comfort

Finn Harps 1-1 Bohemians
Three games gone and Finn Harps are still with-
out a win after having to settle for a draw against 
Bohemians on Friday night in Ballybofey. Bohs 
had the better of the first half but failed to score. 
However, six minutes after the break they did take 
the lead courtesy of big striker Promise Omochere 
following a defensive error. Harps were better after 
that and got on level terms thanks to super finish 
from Ryan Connolly after he latched onto a clever 
first time through ball from Bastien Héry on 65 
minutes. 
Omochere had an eventual night as he was dis-
missed by referee Damien McGrath for a second 
yellow card offence two minutes from the end of 
normal time. The early action was in the Harps 
goalmouth with Max Murphy forcing Mark An-
thony McGinley to push out his shot while Kris 
Twardek’s rebound effort was goalbound only for 
his teammate Ali Coote to block the shot. McGin-
ley was tested again by Jordan Flores and while 
Harps strung together a few promising passages 
of play there was no threat to James Talbot’s goal.
Omochere put the visitors in front on 51 minutes 
at the river end of the ground. The hosts respond-
ed well and probably should have equalised in the 
64th minute. Yoyo Mahdy slipped Filip Mihalje-
vić through but the Croatian’s ball control just 
wasn’t good enough allowing the advancing Tal-
bot to make a crucial block. The leveller did come 

a minute later courtesy 
of Connolly’s stunning 
strike at the town end. 
The impressive Omo-
chere was most unlucky 
with a fine 72nd minute 
strike that cannoned off 
McGinley’s crossbar. 
At the other end Héry 
headed just wide before 
Omochere was denied 
by Ryan Rainey after the 
striker had managed to 
lift the ball over McGin-
ley.
Finn Harps - Mark An-
thony McGinley; Ethan 
Boyle, José Carrillo (Rob 
Slevin 42), Dave Web-
ster; Barry McNamee, 
Élie Gael N’zeyi Kibo-
nge, Bastien Héry (Luke 
Rudden 86), Ryan Con-
nolly, Ryan Rainey; Yoyo 
Mahdy (Eric McWoods 
75), Filip Mihaljević. 
Not used: Gavin Mul-
reay (Gk), Nathan 
Logue, Damien Duffy, 
Jesse Devers, Stephen 
Black, Mark Timlin.

Lotto
There were no jackpot 
winners in the Finn 
Harps Super 4 Lotto 
draw for Thursday 3rd 
March.  The next draw 
takes place on Thurs-
day 10th March and the 
jackpot climbs to €4,000. 
There were five match 3 
winners this week, win-
ning €40 each:
Cathy Rudden, Malin 
(2 Entries matched 3) 
Elaine Chambers, Bally-
bofey.
Cathy Doyle, Creeslough
Aileen McGlinchey, Kil-
lygordon.

The Finn Harps team prior to Friday night’s game against Bohemians . Photo by Stephen Doherty

Milford Livestock 
Co-Operative Mart

PSRA Licence No: 002627
Tel. 91 53255  / 91 53265   or 087 1277884 

March Sales
Sat 12th - Weanlings 11am

Bulls & Bullocks Only
Booking in for Weanlings Sale for Sat 12th 

March will take place this week on WEDNESDAY 
evening 8.00 - 8.30pm due to St. Patrick’s Day.

Wed 16th - Cattle Sale 12noon
Sat 19th - Weanlings 11am

Heifers Only
Mon 21st - Sheep Sale 7.00pm
Sat 26th - Weanlings 11am

Bulls & Bullocks Only
Wed 30th - Cattle Sale 12noon

Booking in for Weanlings on Thursday 
evening 8.00 - 8.30pm prior to Saturday Sale
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fuels by as much as 20 cent on Tuesday night in 
anticipation of the excise cuts was something that 
the government would have to take a very serious 
look at as a matter of urgency
 Agricultural fuel is averaging €800 per 500 litres 
and this is causing major concern for many local 
contractors who say fuel is just one of many rising 
costs the sector is hit with.
It is expected a proposal will go before the Dáil 
that will cut fuel costs through a reduction in ex-
cise duties. The changes would then take effect 
from midnight if as expected the Dáil passes the 
Financial resolution.
In January 2021, the average price for petrol was 
€1.30 and diesel was €1.20. By February 2022 that 
had risen to an average price of €1.77 for petrol 
and €1.67 for diesel.
As of Tuesday afternoon many local outlets were 
charging €1.99, which some reportedly as high as 
€2.19, for both petrol and diesel.   
The AA says 60 % of the price paid at the pumps 
is tax, including VAT and carbon tax.
They added that the average price of a barrel of oil 
in mid-February was $94.50 and rose as high as 
$130 in recent days. Oil hit a record $145 a barrel 
in 2008.
One Kerrykeel-based agriculture contractor said 
that the rising cost of fuel is having a huge impact 
on the sector and the rising prices are making 
their role unviable.
He has seen prices rise from 96c per litre for die-
sel to as much as €1.60 per litre in the space of 
two weeks.
Shaun Friel from S. Friel Agri-contractors say that 
the Government will have to reduce excise on fuel 
to make the sector viable for the year ahead, oth-
erwise many contractors will simply not be able 
to work as they will incur significant losses.
Shaun told the Tribune: “I don’t know what will 
happen - fuel is only one cost and everything has 
gone up seriously in price. Bail plastic is up to 
€115 now when it was €90 last year. That’s €25 and 
there are days we could use up to 50 rolls a day. 
It is the same with chemicals. The Government 
says they are now coming up with an incentive for 
farmers to grow crops - but how? There might be 
no diesel, there’s no seed, there is no spray, there 
is no fertilizer. It makes no sense whatsoever.”
He said he is aware that other contractors are al-
ready considering “parking up” for the year ahead 
if this does not change quickly.
He added: “We are out spreading slurry these 
days and we are left asking ‘Where do we draw 
the line?’ The contractor is always the last person 
to get paid. We are doing jobs now that we will 
not be paid for until October when the single 
farm payments come in. By the time that comes, 
and every other bill is paid, there is just going to 
be nothing left.”
As the ongoing invasion of Ukraine by Russia 
continues, the likelihood is prices will only rise 
further as supply becomes a major issue as the 
United States on Tuesday confirmed a ban all im-
ports of Russian oil and gas. 
 

Govt excise 
cuts wiped out 
at the pumps

Open Mon-Fri 9-6pm & Sat 9-2pm 
Closed for Lunch 1-2pm

• Car, Van & 4x4
• Agri Tyres
• Industrial, Implement & Forklift
• Breakdown Service
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All leading brands and budget tyres
Call or drop in for free check & quote

Proprietor Patrick Durning

Table Quiz in Ballyare
 There will be a Table Quiz every Wednesday 
night in Carr’s of the Diamond in Ballyare. The 
quiz began on Wednesday the 2nd of March at 
9.30pm and everyone is welcome to come along 
and join in the fun and win a prize if your lucky.

Ballyraine FC honours Andy O’Boyle
The Ballyraine FC com-
mittee made a long 
overdue presentation to 
Andy O’Boyle on Friday 
last to mark their ap-
preciation of his recent 
fundraising support 
with their pitch develop-
ment project. The pres-
entation was originally 
planned back in 2020 but 
due the Covid pandemic 
was delayed. Known in 
local footballing cir-
cles as the Godfather 
of Ballyraine FC, Andy 
O’Boyle established the 
schoolboy club back in 
1979 and spent over 40 
years at the helm with 
his trusted companion 
Charlie Shiels by his side 
for many of those years. 
It is a testament to these 
two men that Ballyraine 
FC is one of only a few 
of the original “street 
league” clubs established 
in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, still in ex-
istence. After securing 
financial support from 
the LEADER fund ad-
ministered by DLDC 
in 2018, Ballyraine 
FC launched a major 
fund-raising effort to 
help fund the develop-
ment of the pitch at Or-
chard Grove. This first 
man to come knocking 
on the then chairman 

Charlie Shiels making a presentation to Andy O’Boyle on behalf of Ballyraine FC. Also included are Enda 
Nicholls (Club Chairperson) and Brian Sweeney (Committee Member).

Oisín Harkin’s door, was Andy O’Boyle, offering 
again to pull on the boots for the cause. Andy 
joined the fund-raising sub-committee and pro-
vided great support and guidance putting to 
use his years and wealth of experience raising 
money for sports clubs, community groups and 
charities.
Ballyraine FC committee member and long-
time partner Charlie Shields thanked Andy for 
his time and support. He was a very welcome ad-
dition to the fundraising sub-committee and his 

guidance and leadership made the job so much 
easier. The current Ballyraine FC chairman Enda 
Nicholls thanked Andy for his support and 
guidance during the project. He noted that be-
cause of the many years of hard work of coaches 
such as Andy and Charlie the job of fund raising 
for the pitch development project was a lot easier 
than initially expected. There was a lot of good 
will towards the club in the community largely 
because of these two men.
Andy O’Boyle thanked the club for their kind 

gesture and said that 
he was delighted and 
very proud to see 
the club was going as 
strong as ever. He said 
that he still follows the 
development of the 
club in the local press 
and is happy that it is 
in safe hands with the 
current committee. 
Over lunch in Arena 
Seven, Enda offered 
Andy a coaching job 
with one of the current 
Ballyraine FC teams 
if he wanted to make 
a second comeback! 
Andy said he was flat-
tered but would need 
some time to think 
about that one!
Thank you, Andy 
O’Boyle from every-
one at Ballyraine FC.

Swim medals for 
Ruddy and Mac Gairbheith

Gartan Open Water Swimmers Dan Ruddy and 
Karol Mac Gairbheith made the transition to the 
pool and secured two golds, a silver and bronze 
in the Sliabh Beagh Masters short course Win-
ter Builder in Monaghan. Karol took Gold in 
the 400 freestyle - 6.32.62; Silvers in the 50 fly - 
41.85 and 50 freestyle - 33.09. Dan won gold in 
the 50 breaststroke 50.3, silver 50 freestyle 42.3 
and bronze 100 freestyle 93.1. The two men also 
enjoyed success in the Irish Open Masters Long 
Course Championship in Limerick. Karol had a 
bronze in the 200 freestyle 3.01.95 while
Dan struck gold in the 50 breaststroke 53.33 and 
silver in the 100 freestyle 93.36.

From Page One
Dail, it will give the deputies of all par-
ties to address the clarity needed to give 
homeowners full assurance that the re-
dress scheme will address their costs for 
rebuilding their properties.
The SCSI proposal looks at average re-
building rates for eight house types, 
including those in estates and one-off 
homes. It focuses on ‘Option One’ - the 
full demolition and rebuilding of im-
pacted homes.
Numbers of homeowners already ap-
proved for Stage 1 have raised major 
concerns over Stage 2 where fees for 
the tendering process and oversight of 
the completion of the rebuild is already 
projected to cost €8,000. 
The issue has been aptly summed by Joe 
Morgan whose home close to Rathmul-
lan is impacted by Mica. He said that 
many families have home with defective 
blocks and there are big issues with de-
fective foundations.
He said: “The idea of constructing a 
new build on a flawed foundation is 
wrong and that is a regulation that must 
be changed. It makes no sense spending 
up to €3 billion on a remedial scheme 
where faulty foundations already are a 
part of the problem.” 
 Chris Duddy who’s home in Letterken-
ny is impacted by Covid summed the 
views of many about the new proposal. 
He said that after the demoralising con-
sequences of the sliding scale , Mica 
campaigners are wary and it is up to 
people power to drive the agenda for-
ward towards a full resolution of the 
crisis.
Mr. Duddy added: “The SCSI report 
looks different than the sliding scale but 
it is neither specific or clear on issues 
that are cost intensive and will have to 
be met by homeowners. This is only a 
proposal and it is difficult to find ev-
idence to say it is a solution or that it 
offers us full redress. There are many 
questions not answered but I can only 
be cautious in a response to the propos-
al. 
We are not certain when we can get our 
€7,000 engineering fees back and we 
have no guarantee where the money 
is coming from to replace foundations 
that are beyond repair. Despite costs per 
square foot being increased, there is no 
redress for damaged foundations that 

will leave families with further deficits 
to make up.
The sliding scale was obviously nev-
er going to deliver 100% and the SCSI 
report is much too vague to provide 
answers amid fears that the full cost of 
remediation will see homeowners out of 
pocket, to what extent we do not know,” 
said Mr. Duddy.
The SCSI’s recommendations took into 
account the terms of reference, outlined 
average rebuilding costs for eight house 
types, priced at 2022 material and la-
bour rates, with pre-2008 building reg-
ulations. 
The SCSI report noted that commen-
tary on the appropriateness of remedia-
tion options 2 to 5 vis a vis remediation 
option 1 was outside of the scope of this 
Report.
 The SCSI was only requested to provide 
a costing methodology for the partial 
demolition and rebuild under remedi-
ation options 2 to 5.
With regard to options 2 to 5, the report 
outlined key cost components of reme-
diation works which [must] be consid-
ered as part of costing methodology for 
these options. 
Those include: a desktop review by a 
competent professional of the historic 
report(s) relating to the scale of the is-
sue in the house under consideration, 
including testing; Full inspection by a 
competent professional outlining the 
schedule of works necessary to reme-
diate the house; and risk allowance for 
any unforeseen additional works dis-
covered during remediation.
 The report also referenced the issue of 
accommodation and said that due to the 
nature and disruption associated with a 
partial demolition incorporating tem-
porary support and rebuilding of struc-
tures, phased work to permit occupiers 
to remain in situ during construction 
work is unlikely to be a feasible option 
in most circumstances.

SCSI independent 
assessment

 The SCSI carried out the research af-
ter being asked by the Department of 
Housing to provide an independent 
analysis of the potential costs involved, 
following changes to the scheme last 

November.
 For estate type homes, estimated de-
molish and rebuild costs range from just 
under €150,000 for a two-bedroom ter-
raced house, to €200,000 for a four-bed-
room detached, two-storey property.
Costings for one-off homes are provid-
ed under in several categories. There 
are five categories for  four-bedroomed 
bungalows either on estates or rural lo-
cations, dormer and two- storey houses, 
as well as houses with five bedrooms or 
more.
The calculations put the demolition 
and rebuild costs for a 1,937.5 square 
feet bungalow at €318,000, rising to 
€421,500 for a two-storey house of 
2,906.26 sq. ft. with five or more bed-
rooms.
The society has emphasised that the 
costs are based on the price of carrying 
out works at the end of February 2022. 
The SCSI is looking at methodology to 
update the costs in 12 months time, to 
take account of inflation.
Options 2 to 5 under the grant scheme 
involve partial remediation, as opposed 
to full demolition and rebuild of im-
pacted properties.
The SCSI said these are very site specific 
and has concluded that it is not possi-
ble to calculate estimated costs, as each 
property would bring its own challeng-
es.
 Similarly, the salvage option on hous-
es is said to be very site specific. This 
would involve reusing certain existing 
components in any repairs carried out. 
The society said it is impossible to pro-
vide estimates in a general sense for this 
option.
The SCSI’s pricing guides include dem-
olition costs but in many instances fam-
ilies believe the foundations of their 
houses are compromised and the new 
report does not offer them the clarifica-
tion needed to go ahead with rebuild-
ing.
 Minister Darragh Murphy expects to 
bring the final details of the scheme to 
Cabinet in April.
 The redress figures apply to option 1 of 
the enhanced redress scheme - demoli-
tion and rebuild. 
2 bed terrace estate house (947.22 sq. 
ft), €149,688.
3 bed semi-detached estate house 
(1054.86 sq. ft), €165,620.

Guarded response to Mica proposals
4 bed semi-detached 
estate house (1216.3 sq. 
ft), €193,456.
4 bed detached estate 
house (1216.3 sq. ft), 
€200,688.
4 bed single rural bun-
galow (1937.5 sq. ft), 
€317,880.
4 bed single rural dor-
mer (2098.96 sq. ft), 
€308,685.
4 bed single rural 2 
storey, (2,260.42 sq. ft) 
€339,150.
5+ bed single rural 2 
storey (2,906.26 sq. ft), 
€421,470.
 Meanwhile Mica issues 
in farm buildings have 
been raised this week 
by MEP Billy Kelleher 
who has urged those 
impacted to come for-
ward. There have been 
numerous reports of 
farm buildings with 
Mica in Donegal, how-
ever the problem seems 
more widespread.
Billy Kelleher said that 
if grant aid was made 
available for the con-
struction of a shed, 
farm building, slur-
ry-storage facilities, or 
silage-storing facilities, 
and these were impact-
ed by mica, that would 
be a concern.
 He added: “If farmers 

bought products in good faith from registered 
suppliers to qualify for a grant, in terms of con-
struction, it would be very hard to point the fin-
ger at the farmer due to the fact that they bought 
the product in good faith. So you would like to 
think there would be a fair and independent as-
sessment and that the good faith of the farmer 
wouldn’t be called into question.”



 .

 

 Minister for Agriculture and 
Food Charlie McConalogue has 
been told that he “must come for-
ward with real measures” to in-
crease food security. 
The IFA said that he cannot 
come forward with a soundbite 
on increased food capacity. The 
response came after it emerged 
that the Minister was considering 
plans to introduce a measure for 
all farmers to grow more grain 
crops.
However, the farming response to 
the Govt. cut of 2c a litre on green 

diesel has now become the real 
focus of attention as farmers react 
with fury to the pointless cuts in 
the face of increased costs.
 Monday’s meeting to debate 
growing more grain made it clear 
that substantial measures were 
needed to address the issue of fuel 
and fertiliser costs to ensure food 
security for the months ahead 
and into next winter. In no way 
does a 2 cent excise cut on green 
diesel address the rising costs of 
fuel. Farmers and contractors 
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 The government’s mi-
serly efforts to reduce 
excise duties on fuel 
were already wiped out 
24 hours ahead of the 
deadline with hundreds 
of forecourts increasing 
their prices by as much 
as 20 cent.

The cuts in excise duties 
came in at midnight on 
Wednesday and it sees 
petrol reduced by 20c: 

diesel is down 15c. with 
green diesel cut by 2 
cent.
The motoring public 
and the haulage sec-
tor said it was back 
to square one while 
farmers said they are 
shocked that green die-
sel would only see a cut 
of 2 cent a litre.
Brendan McLaughlin, 
IFA Chair in Donegal 
said they expected a cut 
of at least 25 cent and 
what they’ve got shows 

how out of touch the 
government is insofar 
as farm costs are con-
cerned.
He has called for the 
13.5% vat on green 
diesel to be suspend-
ed indefinitely because 
the farm industry and 
contractors are on the 
verge of having to quit 
operations.
The motoring public al-
ready heavily hit would 
have anticipated an ex-
cise cut of 50 cent a litre 

given that petrol has in-
creased by that amount 
in a few brief weeks.
 Prices at the pumps 
have increased on an al-
most day-by-day basis 
this week, with many 
outlets charging over 
€2 per litre for petrol 
and diesel.
Home heating oil has 
also seen a massive 
spike with €1.52 a litre 
being quoted in mid-
week.
 Deputy Joe McHugh 

has queried if there are 
mechanisms in place to 
prevent the forecourts 
hiking up prices to the 
extent seen over the last 
month.
He said he was aware of 
prices at one forecourt 
in Donegal being in-
creased by 6 cent with-
in a two hour period 
on Tuesday. He said the 
claims that many fill-
ing stations across the 
country had increased 

 There has been a subdued response 
from many owners of Mica impacted 
homes to the report from the Socie-
ty of Chartered Surveyors of Ireland. 
While there is an increase for remedia-
tion works, what concerns homeowners 
are those costs that are excluded - new 
foundations; removal of materials and 
salvage fees; the provision of contents. 
These are all excluded from the calcu-
lations, while the report’s reference to 
‘accommodation’ is seen as ‘site specific’ 
and will have to be negotiated individ-
ually.
Lack of substantive detail and clarity are 

among the reasons why many home-
owners say they are in the dark about 
definitive details about where they stand 
financially on the restoration of their 
homes.
 There was furore last November when a 
sliding scale remediation plan was flat-
ly rejected by homeowners despite the 
stonewall defence by the Agriculture 
Minister, Charlie McConalogue that it 
represented 100% Redress.
 Michael Doherty of MAG said the new 
report represented progress and the re-
mediation of Mica houses is now ‘doa-
ble’ if everything goes to plan. He said 

there are issues to be sorted out but they 
would approach that task with a positive 
mindset.
 Deputy Padraig MacLochainn acknowl-
edged that progress is being  made and 
he’s paid tribute to the Mica Action 
Group and the homeowners who took 
possession of the agenda because of the 
failure of government.
 He expressed optimism that the SCSI 
proposal will provide a template to iron 
out many of the deficits that continue 
to exist. He hoped that when the legis-
lation is published before Easter in the 
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St. Patrick’s Day Tribune
Next week’s edition will be on sale on 
Wednesday the 16th of March. 
Our deadline is Monday the 14th 
at 7pm for news and adverts.

Brothers John and Seamus McGinley on the 5th green last week at 
Cloughaneely Golf Club. One born in the 1940’s and the other in the 1930’s 
and both men still loving their golf. 

Dexter Kearney, Milford with his dog Millie in his classic car at the Tractor and Car Run in aid of Rocco’s Road to Recovery in Ray on 
Sunday.

Guarded response to Mica proposals

Govt excise cuts wiped 
out at the pumps

Farmers need more 
than soundbites!


