
Kellogg’s 
Cornflakes
1kg

FROM

€2.99

Kinnegar 
Beer Range
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Play LottoPlay Lotto

only

€3.99

WHORISKEY’SWHORISKEY’S  OF RAMELTONOF RAMELTON
FREE home delivery & Car ParkFREE home delivery & Car Park& Off Licence& Off Licence

WinterWinter
Opening HoursOpening Hours

Mon - Sat 8am to 9pmMon - Sat 8am to 9pm
Sunday 9am to 9pmSunday 9am to 9pm

OFF LICENCE ::: Post Office ::: DELI                        THE MALL, RAMELTON. Tel. 9151006OFF LICENCE ::: Post Office ::: DELI                        THE MALL, RAMELTON. Tel. 9151006 24 hr 
ATM

Ceders
Crisp 
Non Alcoholic 
Gin 500ml

Freixnet
Prosecco/Sparking 
Rosé
750ml

only

€21.99

The Irish Cattle 
and Sheep Farm-
ers’ Association 
is to hold an elec-
tion forum in the 
Clanree Hotel at 
Letterkenny on 
Monday evening at 
7.30 and all candi-
dates in the Mid-
lands-North-West 
constituency have 
been invited to 
participate.
 Malcolm Thompson, Chair of 
the ICSA in Donegal said the 
forum will give the farming 
community an opportunity 
to hear the candidates explain 
their strategy for the five years 
ahead as the new parliament 
takes office from next month.
 Confirming that the panel will 
be quizzed about the need for 
Ireland to be exempt from the 
EU Nitrates Directive given 
that our national footprint is 
one tenth of one percent of the 
global population, Mr. Thomp-

son says that the 
country will have to 
elect the right can-
didates to Brussels 
to ensure that the 
voice and demands 
of rural Ireland are 
a primary objective.
 Mr. Thompson said 
“Farming and its re-
lated food produc-
tion  interests are 
going to face many 
crucial decisions 

in the new EU Parliament and 
many of the ongoing changes 
are not in our best interests. 
Ireland’s farm sector raises the 
best livestock and sheep on a 
predominantly grass fed diet: 
we’ve never had factory farm-
ing and if our farm methods are 
not recognised for the quality 
and production, we in the ICSA 
are demanding to know why 
the industry is being penalised 
with EU regulations and farm 
inspections,” he stated.

Ramelton  Ramelton  91510069151006

Whoriskey’sWhoriskey’s

Contd. Page 39

C

Y

K

M

Contd. Page 39

Visit our website - www.tirconailltribune.com

Vol. 34  No. 21                                           Thursday 23rd May 2024                                                                                                                           €2.00

irconaill irconaill 
Tribune

Email: tribune15@gmail.com
Tel. 074-9153600TT

By John McAteer

Ice Cream Parlour Ice Cream Parlour 
NOW OPENNOW OPEN

Siobhan Montgom-
ery of Northern Lights 
Glass presenting the 
Ray Walkers with a 
commissioned glass 
sculpture which will 
be one of the prizes in 
their raffle at Relay for 
Life which takes place 
this Saturday the 25th 
and Sunday the 26th 
May in the ATU. The 
group would like to 
thank Bernie Boyce 
Ramelton for organis-
ing and designing the 
team Banner.

Relay for 
Life 

weekend

“Milford Cllrs must buy-in 
to attend meetings”

ICSA set to quiz 
EU candidates

 That’s the startling 
opinion of Fian-
na Fail’s Cllr Liam 
Blaney this week as 
the local elections 
campaign moves 
into top gear across 
the north west - it’s 
the most adversarial 
place for politics in 
Ireland.

 Cllr. Blaney has 
claimed that the Mil-
ford electoral area 
urgently needs the 
participation of their 
three Councillors in 
all meetings in Lif-
ford and at MD lev-
els over the next five 
years. 
 Seemingly, the cam-
paign has finally tak-
en off!
 Cllr. Blaney told 
the Tribune: “The 
Milford district is 
always at a disad-
vantage with only 
three Members out 
of ten in the Munic-
ipal District. Add-
ed to the problem is 
that for the last five 
years we’ve only had 
two Cllrs at meetings 
most of the time. 
That has left us in a 

weak position be-
cause we do not have 
strength in numbers 
and that is a fact,” he 
contends.
He’s also referenced 
another one of the 
nine candidates in 
the Milford area who 
he says has made 
a habit of claiming 
‘trophy prizes’ for 
big ticket projects 
that are the preserve 
of elected Members 
only to source and 
deliver.
 “These include the 
Milford Town First 
Project and that is 
something that only 
the Councillors can 
get over the line and  
we have delivered  
€100,000 for a start,” 
he stated.
 With reference to 
meetings in Lifford, 
Liam Blaney said: 
“As a result of one 
Member not likely 
to be in the Council 
Chamber, we’ve been 
left facing an uphill 
battle in fighting our 
corner. And we are 
losing out because 
that is how things 
work and we do not 
have the necessary 

support to bring 
about the results that 
are badly needed. 
 Proof of this is that 
in the foreseeable 
future there are only 
ten social houses 
planned for the Mil-
ford area. 
This electoral area 
is left with a serious 
loss of revenue, be 
it in housing, roads, 
infrastructure or 
in project delivery 
and we’ve also lost a 
Board Member on 
DLDC,” he stated.
 He said he does not 
understand why any 
Cllr. would  be absent 
from meetings on so 
many occasions.
 “I do not have an-
swers, but there has 
to be a better way. We 

need to get a ‘signed 
commitment’ from 
the three new Coun-
cillors that they will 
attend all our Coun-
cil meetings. What’s 
been happening is 
ridiculous. While al-
most all the electoral 
areas have a strong 
presence in meet-
ings, I cannot say the 
same for Milford. We 
are the smallest area 
and that needs three 
very strong voices at 
all our meetings.” 
 Whilst not naming 
any representative, 
Cllr. Blaney pre-
sumes the process of 
elimination should 
inform the elector-
ate. He points to his 
own strong presence 
at Council meetings 
and he wishes that all 
others could do like-
wise.
 Cllr. Blaney has also 
moved to clarify the 
Council works on the 
new footpath from 
Milford’s main street 
out the Kilmacren-
nan  Road where 
€365,000 has been 
spent. 
Cllr. Blaney said: 
“Part of a field in-

volved in the con-
struction of the new 
footpath had earlier 
been donated by a 
private landowner 
to the SVP to build 
social housing. How-
ever, since this was 
not suitable ground, 
it was then handed 
over to a subcom-
mittee of the original 
Milford IRD which 
became the current 
MDRC.
 First of all I got a 
motion through the 
MD meeting and 
that was accepted by 
the plenary meeting 
in Lifford. And we 
were lucky in that 
Milford was then 
chosen as the ‘loca-
tion of choice’ for the 
Town First Project.
Along the way, two 
government Min-
isters, Joe McHugh 
and Charlie McCo-
nalogue were in-
strumental in nego-
tiations with Social 
Protection Minister 
Heather Humphreys 
in the provision of 
€100,000 as the first 
phase of the project. 
And the Council 

Cllrs kept the Cardiac 
Cath Lab at LUH

… April 2022 - The Fight for the Cath Lab in LUH. 
The Donegal Cllrs. on the Western Health Forum played a key 
role. Ciaran Brogan was the first politician to back the Tribune 
story…. He was also the only one to recognise the campaign in 

the paper when a successful outcome was confirmed. 
Behind the scenes there was a massive battle to 

recognise the rights of LUH and the people of Donegal to have 
this vital service close to home. Let us never forget that this 

means life for so many. Page 19.

Cllr. Liam Blaney.
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Donegal retains 12 
Blue Flag beaches
Donegal has retained all 12 of its Blue Flag beach-
es, it has been announced. They are Killahoey, 
Marble Hill, Downings, Portsalon, Bundoran, 
Rossnowlagh, Murvagh, Fintra, Naran/Portnoo, 
Carrickfinn, Culdaff and Stroove.
In total 85 Beaches and nine marinas were award-
ed the Blue Flag for 2024. The Blue Flag awarded 
to Greencastle Marina in 2023 was withdrawn 
by Donegal County Council in July 2023 as con-
struction works at the harbour on a breakwater 
necessitated closure of the seasonal marina there. 
There was no application for Greencastle Marina 
for 2024, it was stated.

Extra-time agony for Donegal Ladies

Local winners taste 
success at Irish 

Restaurant Awards

The Carrigart Hotel
has the following positions available:-
 General Manager for the Hotel
 Receptionist 
 Night Porters
 Floor Staff
 Bar Staff
 Cook/Chef
 Housekeeping Staff

Email CV’s to bridgeinn@bc.ie

Calls reiterated for N56 access - McClafferty

Hundreds are expected to take part in this year’s 
Donegal Relay for Life which runs over twen-
ty-fours from Saturday afternoon helping to 
raise funds and awareness in the battle against 
cancer.
Singer Daniel O’Donnell will spearhead the en-
tertainment element of an event that is both in-
spirational and emotional and literally spells out 
hope for those affected.
Survivors, carers and those who have passed 
away will all be remembered and honoured this 
weekend with the event commencing at 4.p.m. 
on Saturday and running through to 4.p.m. on 
Sunday at the A.T.U. campus in Letterkenny.
“We have thirty-eight teams taking part com-
pared to twenty-nine last year and the input and 
enthusiasm from all of them has been amazing. 
There was a fantastic turnout at the three team 
captains’ meeting we’ve held over the past couple 
of months,” says new chairman, Seamus Devine.
“All of them have been organising different 
fund-raising events since entering their teams – 
just brilliant to see and obviously a great boost to 
Relay for Life.”
The entertainments team, led by Ena Barrett, 
and enthusiastically assisted by Davy Cowan and 
Sophia Whoriskey, have been busy preparing for 
both the Saturday and Sunday slots.
The first act will take to the stage on Saturday at 
the A.T.U. campus at 2.p.m. followed by a whole 
array of talented musicians and artists while 
Sunday will be no different.

Well, slightly different for from 1.30.p.m. 
through to 3.30.p.m. the one and only Daniel 
O’Donnell will be performing alongside special 
guests.
Both the Kincasslagh singer and his wife Majella 
have been heavily involved in Relay for Life since 
its inception and the new chairman is keen to 
spell out their contribution to the event.
“Daniel and Majella are joint patrons of Done-
gal Relay for Life and do so much to promote it,” 
Seamus insists.
The singer’s initial involvement came about in 
his eagerness to support the Irish Cancer Society 
– a year later his wife was diagnosed with breast 
cancer adding a truly personal dimension to his 
connection to the cause and the event.
“They are wonderful ambassadors for Relay for 
Life and we look forward to seeing them over the 
weekend.”
Another internationally acclaimed performer 
in the music world, Maire Brennan, will also be 
lending her voice and musicianship to the event 
when she participates in the hugely moving Lu-
minaria ceremony on Saturday night – this time 
out wearing the crown of Donegal Person of the 
Year.
Many more singers and musicians will be per-
forming over the weekend – not least of which 
is the Relay for Life Survivors Choir which has 
been an inspirational part of the annual event 
under the enthusiasm and expertise of Donal 
Kavanagh.

‘The Survivors Choir is such an important part 
of Relay – not just because of the great songs 
they perform but also because of the fun element 
they bring.”
That fun element will be in evidence throughout 
the twenty-four hours as laughter mixes with the 
emotional features of Donegal Relay for Life.
Virtually coinciding with this year’s Relay will be 
another twenty-four event being staged at Oak-
field Park in Raphoe where patrons will be able 
to avail of the Difflin Lake Railway which will 
run throughout the night from 6.p.m. on Satur-
day to 6.p.m. on Sunday with all proceeds going 
to the Relay initiative.

The by now traditional Gospel Hour and Ecu-
menical Service will be broadcast on Highland 
Radio from the An Danlann hall on Sunday 
morning from 9.a.m. – another stirring feature 
of Relay for Life.
The Relay chairman acknowledges all those in-
volved in helping to organise and promote the 
event at the A.T.U. campus and credits the local 
media for the ‘incredible coverage” they provide 
and the “amazing committee” who are, he says, a 
testimony to the legacy inspired by his predeces-
sor, Robert O’Connor.
“Robert helped put this event on the map and 
on behalf of the committee, I congratulate him 
on receiving the Civic Reception from Donegal 
County Council for all he has done. It was so 
well deserved.”

 Des Gallen and Cormac Walsh
Two local popular eateries were among the win-
ners at the Irish Restaurant Awards.
There was double success for the Olde Glen Bar 
who were one of the national winners of the 
night. 
Run by Cormac Walsh, they were crowned as the 
Best Gastropub in Ireland and local Downings 
Chef, Ciarán Sweeney, was also crowned the Best 
Chef in Ulster at the awards.
The Blue Goat artisan store and cafe in Ramelton, 
owned by Des Gallen, claimed an award for “In-
novator of the Year” in the Ulster region.
They said they were “delighted to have picked up 
the award for Innovator of the year” and also gave 
their congratulations to all the other Ulster win-
ners on the night. 
Anne Cannon of La Bella Donna Restaurant in 
Donegal Town took home the Best Restaurant 
Manager in Ulster award, while Chandpur In-
dian Restaurant was named Ulster’s Best World 
Cuisine.
The 15th All-Ireland final of the Irish Restaurant 
Awards 2024 took place in the Clayton Hotel, 
Burlington Road on Monday where almost 1,200 
of the Irish hospitality industry’s owners, chefs, 
managers and staff gathered to crown the best es-
tablishments from across the country.

 The failure to allow access to po-
tential home builders along the 
N56 is helping drive emigration 
and negatively impacting local 
employment opportunities, it has 
been claimed.
Cllr McClafferty said many people 
are being denied the right to live 
near their home area and is creat-
ing “a negative atmosphere” across 
the region. 
He said he is calling, yet again, for 
access for those local people seek-
ing to build homes along the road-
way. 
He stated: “I am renewing my ef-
forts to lobby for access to the N56 
to be granted. It is critical that the 
N56 retains its planning status and 
remains accessible without any 

imposed restrictions. Such restric-
tions are creating a negative atmos-
phere in the county and are con-
tributing to the emigration of our 
residents to distant places. This has 
a major impact on our local econo-
my, as it means we are losing many 
of our skilled residents.

He added: “The County Devel-
opment Plan seeks a population 
growth to 183,500 people by 2031 
and upwards of 200,000 by 2040. 
How are these targets achievable 
when current restrictions are en-
couraging Donegal residents to 
emigrate?”
He said those wishing to build in 
areas along the N56 can strengthen 
family ties and also retain a skilled 

workforce.
He stated: “The government is de-
nying people the opportunity to 
live on their own land and near 
their families, which is eroding 
family ties to certain areas. It adds 
additional pressure on home build-
ers, as they cannot use their own 
sites and face the financial burden 
of having to purchase new sites. 
The construction of local houses is 
crucial for the construction sector 
in Donegal, which is a significant 
source of employment for us. By 
denying the right to build houses 
on their land and encouraging em-
igration, people are opting to con-
struction their homes elsewhere 
and we are losing employment op-
portunities”

Letterkenny man Tony Duffy who had a ‘Hole in One’ 
at the par three 6th at Ballybofey Stranorlar Golf Club 
during the Relay for Life Golf Classic on Saturday.

Odhran McGinley, Finlay Sheridan, Dillion Gallagher and Tony Gallagher members of the Odyssey 
band from Rathmullan who had the honour of officially launching the Over The West online radio 
station on Saturday 

Maria McCormick with John Muldowney who was 
MC for Saturday’s launch of her new Over The 
West online radio station at the Devlin Hall home 
of the Letterkenny Youth and Community Club.

Caroline and Jennifer McGee, Falcarragh

Maeve Brady and Jemma McCormick

Peter and Sophie Doherty, Kilmacrennan with their sons Harry and 
Jamie and daughter Sophie

Gwen and Morgan Mooney with Maria McCormack and her daughter Tara 
Brigid. Gwen and Morgan’s son Paul helped Maria with the software setup 
for the online radio as well as creating the jingle.

Maria McCormack at the launch of the 
online radio with Cllr. Donal Mandy 
Kelly.

Letterkenny 
Memories

The next Letterkenny 
Memories night in the 
Station House Hotel 
takes place on this Mon-
day the 27th of May with 
another packed lineup 
of entertainment. Ad-
mission free, 7:30 sharp.

Ramelton 
Tennis

A further 5 weeks of 
junior tennis coaching 
will commence on Wed 
29th May at Ramelton 
Tennis Club. 9-year olds 
and under from 3.30 
to 4.30 and 10’s and 
over at 4.30 to 5.30 pm. 
The total fee for 5 one-
hour lessons is €20. All 
equipment provided.
Contact Mary at 087 
9773957 for further in-
formation.

Irish Guide 
Dogs for Blind 

fundraiser
 A fundraiser Coffee 
Morning in aid of the 
very important Irish 
Guide Dogs for Blind 
service will take place in 
the Station House Ho-
tel, Letterkenny on this 
Thursday 23rd of May 
from 10.45 to 11.45 am. 
Meet the puppies and 
learn more about volun-
teering. Also there will 
be an opportunity to 
win a prize in the raffle.

From Page One
contribution was also welcome. All 
of this funding had to be signed off 
by the local Councillors.
 All we want is recognition and 
respect for the role of the elect-
ed Members and in Milford, we’ve 
stayed quiet far too long,”
 He said he recently clarified fund-
ing of €950,000 for two projects in 
Downings. 
“The new footpath has been 
grant-aided with €500,000 for the 
first phase from the Rosapenna Golf 
Pavilion towards the town. Next 
year I hope that another €500,000 
will be allocated to complete the 
project. 
 With the inclusion of the pontoon, 
there is now €950,000 to be spent 
and Downings is assured that de-
lays will be resolved soon. Insofar 
as the new pontoon on Mevagh Pier 
is concerned,  the Council sought a 
foreshore licence at the end of 2019 
and that is ongoing,’’ he added.
Here’s the local runners…
 Letterkenny:
 Tomás Seán Devine 100% Redress 
Party: Kevin Bradley N/P: Gerry 
McMonagle SF: Sandra Haughey 
SF: Ulick Hughes SF: Selina O Don-
nell: Jimmy Kavanagh FG. Declan 
Jordan N/P: Michael McLaugh-
lin Lab: Nuala Carr Green Party: 
Donal Coyle FF: Thoiba Ahmed 
N/P: Donal Mandy Kelly FF:Ciaran 

Brogan FF: Vincent J Bradley N/P: 
Anne McCloskey, The Irish People: 
Mary T Sweeney Aontú:
Michael McBride N/P.

Milford
Éamonn Jackson 100% Redress 
Party: John O Donnell N/P: Maria 
Doherty SF: Declan Meehan N/P: 
Aaron Sweeney FG: Liam Blaney 
FF: Vincent J Bradley N/P: Pauric 
McGarvey N/P: Kathleen Deeney 
Aontú.

Glenties
Michael McClafferty N/P: Antho-
ny Matthew Doohan N/P: Kevin 
O’Donnell N/P: Kellie Rodgers 
SF: John Shéamais Ó Fearraigh SF: 
Denis McGee 100% Redress: Joseph 
Molloy FG; Jonathan Stewart N/P: 
Brian Carr SF: Ann Sweeney N/P: 
Anthony Molloy FF: Anne Marie 
Rodgers FF: John Reilly FF; Micheál 
Choilm Mac Giolla Easbuig N/P: 
Jimmy Duffy N/P: Michael Harkin 
Aontú.

 This field of 91 runners beats the 
2019 number of 85. However with 
37 Cllrs being elected on June 7th 
over 40% will lose out. The par-
ty make-up in the race sees 27 
non-party candidates: SF 18: FF 15: 
FG 9: Aontú 6: 100% Mica Redress 
Party 6: The Irish People 4: Labour 
3: Greens 3.

From Page One 
 He said the other main issues on the 
agenda will include the future of the 
industry in relation to global warm-
ing: farm gate prices: production 
costs: rewetting of bogs: bureaucra-
cy: the new CAP and much more.
“We will be asking the candidates to 
lay out their strategy on all these is-
sues and related questions from the 
floor,” he said.
 He believes the future of the farm 
industry is in serious difficulties 
because whatever Brussels says, Ire-
land complies and never questions 
the logic of these decisions that are 

destroying Ireland’s most important 
industry.  
Mr. Thompson said that EU regula-
tions and their implementation by 
the Government is leaving farming 
at a critical crossroads in Ireland.
 He said “We need an independent 
scientific base for the government’s 
pursuit of an agenda that is destroy-
ing Ireland’s food production sector 
and the EU is not being held to ac-
count by the country’s MEPs”.
 Mr. Thompson blames the govern-
ment for driving the blame game for 
emissions on the agriculture sector.
He believes the Government is quite 

happy to go along with the EU agenda which is 
fixated on farm emissions despite the fact that
 “The dairy sector is facing a 50% drop in their 
incomes while too many are now leasing land at 
up to €600 per acre and that is not sustainable - 
especially since some of them have taken ten year 
leases with no assurances on milk price increases 
or stability in the years ahead,” he stated.

Armagh 0-17  Donegal 1-13
Hopes of back-to-back Ulster Senior 
Championship titles for the Donegal La-
dies ended in heartbreak as they lost by 
a single point to Armagh after extra time 
on Sunday in Clones. Donegal had upset 
the odds by winning last year’s Ulster Fi-
nal against Armagh. So they came into 
this decider as favourites and it looked 
good for them in the closing stages as 
they led by four points but then a Katy 
Herron goal and a Susanne White equal-
ising free sent the match to extra-time.  
Niamh Reel was the Armagh hero as the 
sub only on a couple of minutes slot-
ted over the winning free with the final 
hooter sound looming. McNulty’s side 
played a very defensive game with the 
hope of using quick counter attacks to 
get their own scores. 
 Donegal were on the back foot in the 

early stages of the second half as Niamh 
Coleman, Aoife McCoy, and Mackin 
gave the opposition a four-point lead. 
 Derbhla Coleman made it 0-12 to 0-8 
with three minutes of normal time re-
maining.
There didn’t seem any back for Done-
gal who had missed a couple of decent 
goal scoring chances. But when it really 
mattered a goal did come when skipper 
Niamh McLaughlin’s long ball broke to 
Kathy Herron who found the back of 
the net to make it a one-point game. 
The equaliser came just seconds before 
the end as White kept her composure to 
convert and bring the final to extra-time. 
So the first period started with the two 
sides tied at 1-9 to 0-12.  White landed 
two more frees but Armagh matched 
that. In the second period it was all 
square again at 1-13 to 0-16 with the 

Donegal scores coming from Amy Boyle 
Carr and sub Lezza Cunningham. Then 
Armagh sub Reel with her first kick of 
the ball got what proved to be the win-
ning score with over a minute left. Don-
egal did have one chance of an equal-
iser but heartbreakingly Carr’s 45’ kick 
didn’t go over the bar. 
Donegal - Claire Friel; Shannon 
McLaughlin, Abigail Temple Asoko, 
Evelyn McGinley; Katie Dowds, Niamh 
Boyle, Tara Hegarty; Roisin Rodgers, 
Niamh Carr; Caoimhe Keon, Niamh 
McLaughlin 0-1, Amy Boyle Carr 0-2; 
Susanne White 0-8, Kathy Herron 1-0, 
Katie Long. Subs: Eva Gallagher 0-1 for 
Long (43 mins); Lezza Cunningham 0-1 
for Carr (58 mins); Katie O’Donnell for 
Rodgers (58); Jodie McFadden for Keon 
(60); Niamh Carr for O’Donnell (72); 
Roisin Rodgers for Herron (75 mins).  

Minister Neale Richmond, Department of Finance, has responsibility for Financial Services, Credit Unions and Insurance visited Let-
terkenny on Monday and he is pictured with Eimer Friel, Doreen Sheridan-Kennedy, Paul Byrne Radisson LK, Troy Gallagher, Cllr 
Jimmy Kavanagh, Paddy Gildea, Paschal Blake and Claire McDonough, President of Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce.

Council spends €15.2m extra
 Last year the Council spent €15.2 mil-
lion more than was agreed in the annu-
al Revenue Budget which was adopted 
in 2022. The amended figures were re-
vealed during a Council meeting in Lif-
ford on Monday. 
So the actual spend in 2023 was 
€192,882,000 compared to €175,555,907 
which was agreed at the Budget meeting 
in November 2023. Cllrs were told that 
the increase is accounted for by the ex-

tra money the Council were in the posi-
tion to draw down in grants.
 Over €9 million of that figure was spent 
on maintaining and improving roads, 
while over €1.5 million was allocated to 
housing. 
Head of Finance Richard Gibson also 
told Monday’s meeting that the Local 
Authority ran a surplus of €1.2m in 
2023. That surplus allowed the Council 
to do additional extra capital works in 

the county. 
 Cllrs were also told that €1 million was 
transferred from Revenue to Capital last 
year to co-fund energy efficiency works 
at Council buildings, €500,000 was 
transferred from Revenue to provide 
additional funding for Public Conveni-
ences capital works and €100,000 was 
transferred from Revenue to provide 
extra resources for Disability Access 
works.

Relay for Life this weekend

“Milford Cllrs must buy-in
to attend meetings”

ICSA set to quiz EU candidates



M
C

Y

K

M
C

Y

K

Tirconaill Tribune         Thursday 23rd May 2024                             Page 3Page 38 Tirconaill Tribune        Thursday 23rd May 2024 

LION DAYS
SUV RANGE

THE LANGUAGE 
OF ATTRACTION
ORDER YOUR 241 REG TODAY

Free 3-Year Service Plan
Finance from 2.9% APR • 5-Year Warranty

MCGINLEY MOTORS LIMITED  
Main Peugeot Dealer, Pearse Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 
Tel: 074 9125666         Web:  peugeot.mgml.ie

  

                   WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure) combined fuel consumption for diesel 3008 and 5008 in l/100km is 5.1-5.5. WLTP combined CO2 emissions (g/km) range is 142-145.*
3 Years free servicing on Passenger Vehicle orders placed by 31st March 2024 only, Peugeot 208 ACTIVE 1.2 Puretech 75bhp. Finance Example: Retail Price† €26,360. Customer deposit / Trade In €9,226. Finance Amount €17,134. 36 monthly payments of €199. Total Cost 
of Credit €1697. Fixed APR 3.9%* (Annual Percentage Rate) as at 04th Jan 2024. †2Includes delivery & related charges. Model is shown for illustrative purposes only. *Lending criteria and conditions apply (Over 18s only). APR is inclusive of a documentation fee and pur-
chase fee of €63.49 each. To qualify for this Finance Offer a minimum deposit of 10% is required. Rate quoted is correct as at 04th Jan 2024 and is subject to change. Offer available on all new Peugeot Passenger Models 2registered/ordered from today until 31st March 2024 
at participating dealers. This is a Consumer Hire Purchase agreement provided by Bank of Ireland Finance. Ownership remains with Bank of Ireland until the final payment is made. Bank of Ireland trading as Bank of Ireland Finance is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 
Warning: You may have to pay charges if you pay off a hire purchase agreement early.

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your hire purchase agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit, a hire purchase agreement, a consumer hire agreement or a BNPL agreement 
in the future.

Helicopter Ball Drop 
Draw launched

Downings GAA Club launched 
their fundraising draw on Saturday 
before their local derby with St. Mi-
chaels.

 They hope to raise enough money 
from the draw to provide floodlights 
for one of their pitches and also a 
walking track around the perimiter 

of the complex.
 The Helicopter Ball Drop Draw will 
have €35,000 in prizes with first prize of 
€25,000. The novel draw will take place on 
the 26th of October weather permitting 
and the Club members are putting in a big 
effort between now and the draw date to 
sell as many tickets as possible. They cost 
€50 each or three for €100 and are available 
from Club members, Comittee or online at 
www.helicopterdrop.ie

 Downings currently have two full size 
pitches and a training pitch and they cater 
for 15 teams from Under 4 up to senior 
in both mens and ladies so their facilities 
are well used and the walking track will 
provide a safe space away from traffic for 
everyone of all ages to exercise. 
 For the draw there will be a digital map 
drawn of the pitch with each square giv-
en a number and it will be posted online 
on the morning of the draw so people can 
see where their squares are in the hope the 
balls falls there to win €25,000 or one of the 
other 4 cash prizes.Pictured at the launch of the CLG Na nDúnaibh Helicopter Drop  are Club Officials with members of the mens and ladies senior and junior teams.

Tanya Roberts, Club Chairperson Eoin Byrne, 
Kevin Cookie Gallagher and Danni Shevlin 

with at back Hugo McClafferty, Catriona Friel 
and Buster Gallager at the ticket launch.

Independent Cllr. Pauric

McGarvey

Much Progress
 
 These past five 
years have been 
very challeng-
ing for the Coun-
cil and for all of 
us. However, the 
Executive along 
with staff and 
the elected Mem-
bers have gone 
that extra mile to 
ensure a conti-
nuity of support 
for services, busi-
nesses and enter-
prises in helping 
them survive the 
lockdown and the 
loss of revenue.
 The elected Mem-
bers have done so 
much over and 
above their elect-
ed roles in assist-
ing their commu-
nities: however 
they are privi-
leged to have an-
swered the call of 
communities left 
isolated during lockdown. That is part 
of the life of a local Councillor.
 The role is part-time but in many weeks 
it is a full-time occupation - because I 
want to serve the community with the 
commitment that you deserve.

My life

 Married to Mari-Claire, we have three 
young children, Mason, Cody and Hal-
lie. I am the youngest of eight children 
born to Breid and the late Norman from 
Craig, Rathmullan. We have recently 

moved to Rathmullan.
 I’ve been employed with the Kernan 
Group for eleven years and I am the 
company’s area manager.
 I meet many people every day and there 
is an awareness of the community sup-
port we get locally. The supermarket is 
where you become aware of people try-
ing to live and cope with inflation and 
we do our level best to help.
 In response to your support, Kernan’s 
has also returned much to the commu-
nity: sponsorship, fundraising  and de-
fibrillators amongst the supports that 
enriches the community.

VOTE No. 11
or Highest Preference

I need your support to 
help me support you

Deputy Mayor Letterkenny-Milford Municipal District

Disability day 
service charge 
being reviewed 

A query over a €4 daily charge for disability 
day service users in the HSE area that includes 
Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Monaghan, Sligo has 
been raised by Cllr Ciaran Brogan.
He raised the matter at a recent Regional 
Health Forum West meeting.
 He asked: “Can the HSE remove the €4 daily 
charge for service users who attend their disa-
bility day service in CHO 1 area? This charge is 
not formally charged to all disability day ser-
vice users in the CHO 1 area nor is it applied to 
disability users outside of this area.”
Dermot Monaghan, Chief Officer, Community 
Healthcare Organisation, for Cavan, Donegal, 
Leitrim, Monaghan, Sligo responded saying 
the matter was under review.
 He stated: “The Chief Officer of Community 
Healthcare, Cavan Donegal Leitrim Monaghan 
Sligo (CH CDLMS) attended a meeting on the 
3rd May with Disability service users, an Advo-
cacy Liaison person and senior HSE Disability 
Service Managers. An in-depth and forthright 
discussion took place and the points raised are 
now subject to further discussion within the 
HSE. The matter of the charge is currently un-
der review by CH CDLMS.”

“Self Care with Claire”
Claire Coughlan, “Self Care with Claire” is 
hosting her second annual self care and well-
ness event in the Silver Tassie Hotel on this 
Sunday May 26th from 1 to 4pm, and the event 

Last week the Autism Family Support 
Group in Letterkenny was presented a 
cheque by Sarah-Marie McDevitt from 
Pinehill Studios, Mountain Top, Letterk-
enny, for €500 that they has raised for 
the group by holding their annual raffle 
at their Christmas showcase back in 
December.
The Autism Group are delighted with 
such a generous donation and would 
like to say a massive thankyou to Sa-
rah-Marie and all the Pinehill Crew for 
the donation and all their hard work.

will be MCd by made up mummy and Donegal Daddy
 Raffle tickets will be on sale for some great prizes donated by 
all local businesses that will be in attendance and all money 
raised is for Claire’s colleague and friend Olivia Robb who was 
diagnosed with motor neurone disease.
 There are in around 30 businesses showcasing their services 
and Claire aim is to help educate everyone on what’s available 
in donegal that can help with self care, self esteem and over all 
their mental health. There is still room for more businesses if 
you are interested you’ll find Claire on Instagram “selfcare__
withclaire”
Last year was a a great family day out and €1500 was raised for 
jigsaw ireland.

Tel. 086 860 7735Tel. 086 860 7735
Email - pauricmcgarvey@donegalcoco.ieEmail - pauricmcgarvey@donegalcoco.ie
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Solutions to Crossword No. 1064
Across 1. Skates, 5. Page, 7. Teach, 8. Rain, 9. Ogre, 10. Nurse, 11. Oxford, 13. Near, 14. 
Shovel, 18. Tuxedo, 21. Vast, 22. Despot, 24. Elite, 25. Thor, 26. Asia, 27. Atone, 28. Bran, 
29. Relent. Down 1. Serious, 2. Tango, 3. Stand, 4. Warrant, 5. Phoenix, 6. Garland, 12. 
Rye, 15. Heather, 16. Veteran, 17. Lexicon, 19. Use, 20. Outcast, 22. Defer, 23. Shawl.

Across
1. See 7 Across
7. & 1 Across - Missing You 
singer (5,2,5)
8. Ball game (7)
9. Early sailors’ illness (6)
11. Hit hard (5)
13. Edible palm pith (4)
14. River in Venezuela (7)
15. Farm building (4)
16. German submarine (1-4)
17. Pungent condiment (6)
21. Vast region in Russia (7)
22. Crinkly-leaved cabbage (5)

23. Echo (7)
Down 
2. Geological shock wave (10)
3. Rare (8)
4. Neutral tint (4)
5. Stylish (4)
6. German for ‘four’ (4)
9. Reporter’s exclusive story (5)
10. Type of diet (10)
12. Tobacco product (5)
13. Mexican hat (8)
18. Stage drama (4)
19. Black (4)
20. Drastic (4)

No. 1065Tribune Crossword

There have been some red faces in 
the DUP over the past week. Embar-
rassing WhatsApp messages between 
DUP Ministers and advisors were 
published. This was not the best way 
to mark 100 days of the Executive. 
I have to say they have been excel-
lent on presentation. Unfortunately, 
delivery has been less excellent.
The messages got below the surface. 
They show the parties still don’t get 
on.
Sinn Féin has not suffered quite 
so much embarrassment. I would 
advise them, though, not to congrat-
ulate themselves too much. Michelle 
O’Neill wiped her phone. This was 
against legal advice.
All is coming out at the Northern leg 
of the British Government’s inquiry 
into Covid.
While Sinn Féin avoided embarrass-
ing messages coming out, unprece-
dented events happened.
Michelle O’Neill and former Cul-
ture, Arts and Leisure Minister 
Cearál Ní Chuilín both gave abject 
apologies. Clearly, that was a party 
decision.
As we know, apologising is not in 
the nature of Sinn Féin. One of their 
advantages has been confidence. 
That was the big advantage over 
their Nationalist rivals, the SDLP. 
The SDLP didn’t seem to know what 
it was doing.
Sometimes Sinn Féin confidence 
becomes a problem. They forget the 
central rule. When in a hole, stop 
digging.
O’Neill and Ní Chuilín’s apologies 
were for attending the funeral of 
senior IRA member Bobby Storey. 
Storey died four years ago. Thus 
his funeral was at the height of the 
Covid pandemic. There were strict 
restrictions on attending funerals.
However, mainstream Republicans 
organised a large funeral. Part of this 

was the arrogance, which bursts out 
from time to time. As significant, 
though was politics. The funeral was 
a message to dissident Republicans. 
If they challenged the IRA and Sinn 
Féin they would be crushed. The 
mainstream still had the numbers to 
do so.
At the time of the funeral, O’Neill 
was firm. She said: “I will never 
apologise for attending the funeral 
of a friend.” Last week was different. 
She said: “My actions compounded 
the hurt, my actions also angered 
families. I am sorry for going and 
I am sorry for the hurt that’s been 
caused.” The Chair of the Inquiry 
asked her if she was aware of the 
hurt and anger she had caused. 
O’Neil replied: “I didn’t and I ought 
to have.”
 Ní Chuilín had also apologised the 
previous week. She said: “I attended 
the funeral of my dear friend Bobby 
Storey in a personal capacity, and 
I accept that in doing so I caused 
hurt to families who lost a loved one 
during the pandemic. I apologise for 
the hurt caused by my actions.”
 O’Neill and Ní Chuilín are both 
seen as very careful. Neither is likely 
to speak carelessly. Obviously, Sinn 
Féin strategists had realised defend-
ing the Storey funeral was untenable. 
Yes, a hard core of true believers 
would defend anything. But many of 
the voters were unhappy.

 Those weren’t the only dramatic 
events. Arlene Foster did her best 
to upstage them. She showed her 
famous temper. The barrister for the 
inquiry asked if she had sleepwalked 
into Covid. Then the barrister 
pressed for a straight answer. Foster’s 
reply was: “Well, it is an answer. It’s 
the answer I’m giving to the inquiry,”
 She was asked about the famous 
statement from Agriculture Minister 
Edwin Poots. Poots infamously said 
Covid was more common in Catho-
lic areas. Her tone about Poots was 
more dismissal than praise. She said: 
“Edwin is very much his own person 
in terms of his opinions, however it’s 
not a view I shared and he knew it 
was not a view I shared - and indeed 
it wasn’t a view shared by the other 
DUP ministers either.” 
 Poots was later to lead a coup 
against her. Then he was to be him-
self dumped within weeks. This gave 
just another interesting look into the 
DUP. Like Sinn Féin, the DUP likes 
to present itself as united. Foster’s 
answer showed divisions existed. 
It also showed that Poots was too 
powerful to be sacked.
 Then we come to the various mes-
sages. They prove the North’s Chief 
Medical Officer, Michael McBride, 
had the Executive summed up. He 
called them “dysfunctional b******s”.
 Then Education Minister Peter Weir 
is seen as a DUP moderniser. In a 

message he said: “I see on (Press 
Association) Archbishop Eamonn 
Martin is writing to me urging me 
to close all the schools. Wasn’t aware 
of his qualifications in virology.” An 
adviser, who’s name is blanked out, 
replied: “Write back and tell him we 
don’t live in the South and that his 
institution hasn’t the best record of 
looking out for the welfare of kids.”
 He was very disparaging about Al-
liance Party leader and Justice Min-
ister Naomi Long. He was attending 
an Executive meeting by Zoom. 
He posted: “While initially joking 
I have been able to cook and com-
pletely eat a cottage pie while Naomi 
was speaking.” He made other very 
personalised remarks about Long. 
These are unpleasant, and I will not 
repeat them.
 Weir also noted solicitor Kevin 
Winters had launched a judicial 
review of the decision not to close 
schools. An advisor, whose name 
is blacked out, wrote: “Read SF for 
KW.” Weir’s response was short: 
“Indeed.”
In his messages, Poots was just as he 
seems. After an Executive meeting 
he posted: “My aim at that meeting 

By Anton McCabe

Then we come to the various messages. They prove the North’s Chief 
Medical Officer, Michael McBride, had the Executive summed up. 

He called them “dysfunctional b******s”.
 Then Education Minister Peter Weir is seen as a DUP moderniser. 

In a message he said: “I see on (Press Association) Archbishop Eamonn 
Martin is writing to me urging me to close all the schools. 

Wasn’t aware of his qualifications in virology.

Covid enquiry: Red faces in the North

was to tell them ‘nuthin’. The 
less repetitive Miss Prim and 
motor mouth know the better.” 
He said of SDLP Minister 
Nichola Mallon: “Enjoying the 
sour bake on her face now.” He 
later called her: “Mad Mallon”.
 The Inquiry also brought out 
the problem with the North’s 
political structures. The DUP 
used the cross-community veto 
to stop some Covid restric-
tions. The cross-community 
veto was seen as a strength of 
the Good Friday Agreement. 
Nationalists particularly wel-
comed it. They felt it gave pro-
tection from Unionist misrule.
 But it has been completely 
abused. Covid restrictions in 
no way disadvantaged Protes-
tants. They were advantaged, 
like everybody else. And the 
political paralysis disadvan-
taged all.

Tyrone will test 
McGuinness machineChloich Cheann Fhaola

An tSraith Roinn 2 - Sinsir
Cloich Cheann Fhaola: 1-13 Gaeil Fhánada: 1-6
An tSraith Roinn 2 - Foirne Tacaíochta
CCF: 2-5 Gaeil Fhánada: 1-9
Guess the Score
Congratulations to Luke Butler who won Bord na 
nÓg’s Guess the Score for the Ulster Final. Luke 
had the correct score at full time. Congratulations 
to who won vouchers: Daithí agus Danann Ó hIcí; 
Darragh Doogan; Daniel Mullaney; Cian McFad-
den, Ruby McElhinney.
Lotto
The numbers drawn were 6,9,11,14,16,19. We had 1 
match 5. Congratulations to Eamonn Sweeney who 
wins €100. The jackpot is now €6,850.
Sraith Faoi 16 an Chontae - Roinn 4
Cluiche Ceathrú Ceannais 
CCF: 1-9 Naomh Ultan: 1-5

An Tearmainn
Commiserations to the Donegal senior ladies who 
came so close to taking an Ulster title on Sunday. 
Hard luck to the Termon contingent of Shannon 
McLaughlin, Evelyn McGinley, Jodie McFadden, 
Orla Corey and Jenny McGettigan. 
Men
The Thirds were on the only men’s side in action 
last weekend. In their first league game of the year 
they lost to Glenswilly 2.08 to 2.07. Adam McEl-
waine and Joe O’Donnell scored the goals. Mark 
Gallagher, Daniel O Donnell and Sean McNulty 
also  scored the points while veterans Joe O Don-
nell and Johnny McCafferty made an impact off the 
bench and Owen Browne also played well.
Ladies
The senior ladies are continuing their preparations 
for the upcoming All Ireland Gaeltacht Finals in 
Cork. The girls are putting a lot of work in and are 
thankful for their continued support.
Congratulations to Jodie McFadden who was 
named as an ATU Donegal Sports Scholar in Ladies 
Gaelic Football.
Minor Board
Our minor lads had a win over Cloughaneely ce-
menting their unbeaten Division 1 league run.
Well done to our U12b boys who showed fantastic 
skills in their match versus Cloughaneely on Friday.
The U12 boys have been lucky enough to be invited 
to Croke Park on June 3rd to take part in Go Games 
Activity Day. A fundraiser is scheduled this Satur-
day from 10-6pm in Kellys Centra. 
Fixtures
24/05/2024 U12 Boys V. St. Michaels @ 6.30pm 
(Home)
26/05/2024 Senior Ladies V. St. Eunans @ 10.30am 
(Home)
26/05/2024 Reserves V. Milford @ 1.30pm (Away)
26/05/2024 Seniors V. Milford @ 3pm (Away)
Lotto
Lotto Results 19/5/2024 - No’s drawn were 8, 10, 
14, 27. There was no winner of the €1900 Jack-
pot. There were two Match 3 winners of €40 each 
- Caolan McDaid and Francis McFadden. Two 
Quick Pick €10 winners - Pauline Galagher and 
Mary Carr. Next week’s is Jackpot €1950.

Glenswilly
Senior Men
The Senior and Reserve men hosted Sean Mac-
Cumhaills on Sunday. The reserves suffered a 2-13 
to 0-7 defeat while the senior game finished at 1-10 
apiece. Both teams are back in action on Saturday 
8th June when they travel to Aodh Ruadh Bally-
shannon.
Minor Board
Commiserations to Pauric Devine and Paddy Ward 
as the Donegal U17 team bowed out of the Ulster 
Champ on Saturday after a defeat to Armagh.
Underage Fixtures 
Thursday 23rd May U16 Girls
Sean MacCumhaills v Glenswilly 7pm
Ladies Board
The Senior Ladies are back in league action this 
Sunday in Buncrana at 10.30am. Good luck to Cara 
McFadden and Ellie Bonner as the U14 County 
team play in the All Ireland Semi Final on Saturday 
25th May!
Bingo and 50/50
Bingo continues every Wednesday in the hall, 
8.30pm start. Congrats to last week’s winners Jo-
sephina and Caroline (Bingo) who won €255.

St. Michael’s 
Sympathy
The Club extends sympathy to the McNeela Family 
in Dublin on the death of Martin McNeela Donagh-
mede, Dublin, formerly of Creeslough. Martin’s late 
father Sgt McNeela was instrumental in the setting 
up of St. Michael’s when he was stationed in the 
area and he always maintained an interest in the 
Club throughout his life. Martin continued this in-
terest and was a regular visitor to the area and the 

family donated the McNeela Cup to be played for at 
the Parish League.
Sympathy is extended to his wife Linda, daughter 
Elaine and son Kevin, son-in-law Brian, grandson 
Con, brothers and sisters, brothers-in-law, sisters-
in-law, nieces, nephews, extended family, a large 
circle of friends and neighbours.
 The Club also extends sympathy to the Hunter 
Family on the death of Josie Hunter in London re-
cently and formerly from Massinass in Creeslough. 
Josie was a former player with the club.
All County League
The Seniors travelled to Downings on Saturday  
and despite a strong second half comeback it was 
Downings who emerged victorious 2-10 to 1-10. 
Scorers: Christopher McElhinney 1-1; Michael 
McGinley 0-4, 4f; Edward O’Reilly 0-3; Carlos 
O’Reilly, Max Roarty 0-1 each. Team: Mark Antho-
ny McGinley; Paddy McGinley, Liam Paul Ferry, 
Jamie Hunter; Max Roarty, Ciaran Kelly, Antoin 
McFadden, Chris McElhinney; Kyle McGarvey, 
Colin McFadden; Paul Johnson, Michael McGin-
ley, Edward O’Reilly, Martin McElhinney, Andrew 
Kelly. Subs: Stephen Doak for P Johnson (36), Paul 
Johnson for M Roarty (51).
Mini Lotto
The numbers drawn were: 2,3,813,14,18. There 
were no Match 5 winners. 17 people matched 4 and 
their names were drawn. The winner of the €100 
was Ann Langan, Breaghy, Portnablagh. 
This week’s Jackpot will be €6600.
Under 16’s
The Under 16’s had a good 1-17 to 3-2 victory over 
Malin at The Bridge on Monday.
Under 8 Girls
Our U8 girls’ team traveled to Milford to partici-
pate in their blitz. Under the guidance Collette Al-
corn and Mairead McGee, the girls put in strong 
performances in each game. 
Results 
Mon 13th
U12 Boys D3 St Eunan’s 0.1 St Michaels 0.0
U18 Boys Downings 6.09 St Michaels 3.05
Tues 14th
U16 Girls Robert Emmets 0.13 St Michaels 6.04
Wed 15th
U14 Boys St Michaels 1.09 Naomh Mhuire 6.14.
Fixtures 
Fri 24th 
U12 Boys D1 Away v Termon @ 6.30pm
U12 Girls Away v Glenswilly @ 7pm
Sun 26th 
U10 Girls Home v Termon @ 10.30am 
Senior Ladies Away v Letterkenny Gaels @ 10.30am 
Mon 27th 
U18 Boys NRB Semi Final Home v St Mary’s Con-
voy @ 7.30pm.
Wed 29th 
U14 Boys Away v Downings @ 6.30pm.
The U8s Boys are playing against Downings at the 
Bridge on Saturday at 11am.

Ghaeil Leitir Ceanainn
The senior footballers recorded a victory over 
Naomh Padraig, Lifford last Sunday while the re-
serves had a free weekend. This Sunday the seniors 
welcome Pettigo while the reserves play Bundoran. 
The senior ladies welcome St. Michael’s to the Glebe 
this Sunday at 10.30am.
 Thanks to our Club volunteers who assisted last 
Saturday with the setting up for the Relay for Life 
at the ATU. 
 We will be hosting our annual 5k road race and 
fun run on Wednesday 5th June. This is always a 
great community event in our club calendar and we 
are looking for volunteers to assist with the smooth 
hosting of the race. Contact Sean on (085) 246 1101 
if you can lend some support.

Fanad Gaels
Lotto Results 19/05/2024
Numbers: 2, 14, 16, 21, 24. No jackpot winner. €100 
Winner: Seán Friel, Gort na Trá. This week’s Jack-
pot: €1,200
May Grab a Grand
Tickets are currently on sale for our May Grab a 
Grand. Check our online platforms to buy. 
Cluichí na Seachtaine
Dé Domhnaigh, 26ú Bealtaine
Peil na mBan - Roinn 1 Gaeil Fhánada v Gleann 
Fhinne 10:30
Roinn 2 (Cluiche Tacaíochta)
Aodh Ruadh v Gaeil Fhánada 1:30
Sraith Roinn 2
Aodh Ruadh v Gaeil Fhánada 3:00
Dé Luain, 27ú Bealtaine
Buachaillí Faoi 18 - Cluiche Ceannais
Gaeil Fhánada v Gaeil Leitir Ceanainn 6:30 Páirc 
na nDúnaibh
Healthy Clubs - Smoke & Vape Free Grounds
 The Club will be introducing their new Smoke & 
Vape free grounds on World No-Tobacco Day on 

31st of May at 7:30pm 
Well Done Clare Friel
Although it was ultimately disappointment for the 
Donegal ladies after their extra time defeat at the 
hands of Armagh in Clones, it’s a great great source 
of pride for Gaeil Fhánada to see Clare Friel line 
out for Donegal and continuosly give such excellent 
performances in big games.
Reserves edge tight battle by a point
Gaeil Fhánada 1:09 Cloich Cheann Fhaola 2:05 
Debutant Darragh O’Doherty struck the game’s 
most important score in the twentieth minute of 
the second half, a three pointer which moved Gaeil 
Fhánada four points clear, and although Cloich 
Cheann Fhaola fired the kitchen sink at it for the 
remainder, the Gaels held firm to secure their first 
league victory of the season. Finally, we’d like to 
extend our best wishes to Aiden Heraghty for a 
speedy recovery after he sustained a bad injury at 
training during the week. 
Gaeil Fhánada: Brian Gallagher, Aaron McConig-
ley, Ciarán Sweeney, Emmet Kelly (0:02), Jamie 
McAteer, Michael McDevitt (0:01), Shaun Coyle, 
Christy Sweeney, Eoin McGonigle (0:02), Char-
lie Crerand, Bernard McGettigan (0:01), Darragh 
O’Doherty (1:00), Dan Kerr, Fergal Friel (0:02), 
Seán Friel (0:01). Eoghan Logue for Bernard 
McGettigan. 
Senior Men
Cloich Cheann Fhaola 1:13 Gaeil Fhánada 1:06
 A goal, seven minutes into the second half from 
full forward John Fitzgerald, was somewhat fortui-
tous in its nature, but it gave Cloich Cheann Fhaola 
the perfect springboard in Saturday’s league en-
counter against Gaeil Fhánada, and from there they 
went on to secure a relatively comfortable victory. 
Gaeil Fhánada: Mark McConigley, Oisín McFad-
den, Odhrán Shiels, Calum McAteer, Brandon Mc-
Clafferty, Shaun Kerr, Seán Carr, Paddy Carr, Mark 
McAteer (0:02), Liam McGrenaghan (0:01), Darren 
McElwaine (0:02), Paul Coyle (1:00), Alan McAteer 
(0:01), Paddy Heraghty. Michael Sweeney for Paul 
Coyle, James Kerr for Alan McAteer, Eoghan Carr 
for Paddy Heraghty, Alan McAteer for Brandon Mc 
Clafferty. 
Cailíní Faoi 16
Well done to our U16 girls who defeated St. Mary’s 
Convoy in the county quarter final. They now pro-
gress to play Cloich Cheann Fhaola in the last four. 
U15 Girls Féile 
We had a fantastic performance from our U15 Girls 
at the County Féile Finals in Convoy on Saturday.
Cailíní Faoi 10
The U10 girls hosted Gaoth Dobhair on Wednes-
day in their first game of the season and put on a 
fantastic display of football. 

Buachaillí Faoi 10
Well done to our u10 side who faced off against 
Downings on Friday.
Cailíní Faoi 8
Our U8 girls travelled to Termon on Sunday  to 
take part in a blitz with Downings and Termon.

Naomh Adhamhnáin 
County Senior Hurling
The Donegal Senior hurlers maintained their un-
beaten record in the Nicky Rackard Cup when four 
second-half goals saw them get past Louth at St 
Brigid’s Park, Dowdallshill last weekend. Scorers: R 
Campbell 2-2, D O Maoileidigh 0-5 (4fs), R Mc 
Dermott 1-2, P Kelly 1-1, G Browne 0-1, J Monagle 
0-1, D Harvey 0-1, R Hilferty 0-1, S Gillespie 0-1, 
B McIntyre 0-1. L White 0-1 (f), L Mc Kinney 0-1, 
D Cullen 0-1
Next up is a place in the Nicky Rackard final at 
Croke Park, where they will take on Mayo on the 
June Bank Holiday weekend.
All County League
Naomh Adhamhnáin were away to Naomh Conaill 
on Saturday at Davy Memorial Park.
The reserve match finished in victory for the home 
team 3-11 : 2-05.
Senior men
Naomh Conaill started well with an early Leo Dun-
phy goal, while Oran Winston got the opening 
point for the visitors a few minutes later. 
The match finished Naomh Conaill 2-07 : 1-11 
Naomh Adhamhnáin.
Naomh Adhamhnáin scorers:  Eoin McGeehin 
1-5,2m,2f; Oran Winston 0-2; Conor O’Donnell Jnr 
0-1; Anthony Gallagher 0-1; Conor O’Donnell Snr 
0-1; Jordan O’Dowd 0-1.
This upcoming Sunday St Eunans welcome Bun-
doran to O’Donnell Park with throw in at 3pm. 
Please note that there will be no reserve game.
Club Lotto
The Club Lotto draw takes place each Monday 
evening. Tickets can be purchased online through 
our Club website or from Adrian Shields.  
Minor Board
Under 18 (Boys)  
Monday May 27th NRB Division 1 Semi Final 
Gleann tSuili v Nh Adhamhnáin 7.30pm
Under 16 (Boys) 
Monday May 20th All County U16 Division 1 - Nh 
Adhamhnáin  1-11  :  2-9 An Clochan Liath
Senior Ladies
Our Senior ladies are away to An Tearmainn on 
Sunday May 26th at 10.30am.
Senior Hurling (Men)
Our Senior hurlers next match with be on Friday 
May 24th at 8pm when they are away to Setanta.

 Donegal will be favour-
ites to win their opening 
All-Ireland Series clash 
with Tyrone on Saturday 
evening at MacCumhaill 
Park (throw-in 7.15). But, 
there is no doubt that 
Tyrone will test that tag 
as Brian Dooher’s men 
seek revenge for the Ul-
ster semi-final loss to Jim 
McGuinness’s side last 
month at Celtic Park. 
Apart from the shock 
margin of the Derry win, 
the Donegal victories over 
both Tyrone and Armagh 
in the Ulster Final were 
very close. Extra-time 
was needed against the 
Red Hand County and it 
was the same again in the 
provincial decider when it 
took penalties to decide the outcome. 
The ability to stay in the last two games in the 
latter stages and edge over the line in the end has 
been a hugely impressive trait displayed by the 
Ulster champions. It may take the same again 
against Tyrone on Saturday night.  Dooher is go-
ing to have to find a way of convincing his players 
to try and push on and win the game in normal 
time. They were in that position against Donegal 
in the Ulster semi-final but tried to sit on a nar-
row advantage. While resolute defending is still 
part of the McGuinness game plan the attack-
ing end of the strategy allied to the magnificent 
scoring statistics is a huge change from the early 
period of his first time in charge of the County 
seniors in 2011.
The problem for opposition teams is that clos-
ing down a couple of danger men like Armagh 

did with Ryan McHugh 
and Ciaran Thompson in 
the Ulster Final just paved 
the way for others like Ni-
all O’Donnell and Peader 
Mogan to deliver on the 
day. There is little chat now 
of Oisin Gallen being the 
only threat and he scored 
six points in the provin-
cial decider. Will there be 
any personnel changes for 
Saturday evening? A trend 
has been developing of 
skipper Paddy McBrearty 
not starting but that could 
be reversed while Eoghan 
Ban Gallagher is likely to 
be in again after not being 
named in the official list 
of 26  but was drafted in 
late to start the Ulster Fi-
nal. Will Mark Curran and 

Ciaran Moore start the Tyrone game after being 
replaced at half-time and early in the second half 
respectively? It’s likely that McGuinness will se-
lect the two defenders for the starting 15. And 
another unknown will be any possible injuries 
picked up in the Armagh game or at training will 
be kept under wraps when it comes to making 
changes. Again there is always the chance of an-
other player being sprung from outside the 26.
The other two teams in Group 3 are Cork and 
Clare who met at Cusack Park on Saturday 
evening. Cork won by 1-13 to 1-11 to take an ear-
ly lead in Group 3. After Tyrone the next game 
for Donegal is away to Cork on the June Bank 
Holiday weekend while Tyrone will host Clare. 
The final series of matches take place a week lat-
er with McGuinness’s outfit playing Clare and in 
while Tyrone will be up against Cork. 

Jim McGuinness with Milford man Luke Bar-
rett after the recent Ulster GAA Senior Football 
Championship triumph. Luke, a teacher at Err-
igal College, Letterkenny is a member of the 
County backroom team. He previously managed 
the Donegal Minors for a couple of seasons.



M
C

Y

K M
C

Y

K

Page 36   Tirconaill Tribune        Thursday 23rd May 2024 Tirconaill Tribune          Thursday 23rd May 2024                           Page 5

Aaron

SWEENEY
 085 176 8787
 aaron@sweeneyformilford.ie
 Aaron Sweeney - Fine Gael 
 @aaronsweeneyfg

Give Sweeney a chance

The Clanree Hotel
Letterkenny

Country Sundays
Sun. 26th May - 

Jimmy 
Buckley

Doors Open 8.30pm. Dancing 9-11pm 
€15 Pay at door followed by music in McGettigan’s Bar from 11pm.

Coming - 16th June - Derek Ryan; 30th June - Robert Mizzell 

Kilmacrennan and District Sheep Show and Dog 
Trials AGM
The Kilmacrennan and 
District Sheep Show 
and Dog Trials had their 
AGM on the 15th of 
May in the Glenveagh 
Inn in Termon.

The following are the 
elected officers - 
President Eamon Galla-
gher; Chairman Seami 
Robinson;   Assistant 
Chairman Kevin Mc El-
waine; Secretary Barry 
Nelis; Assistant Secre-
tary Paul Mallon; Trea-
surer Shane Callaghan; 
Assistant Treasurer John 
Murray; PRO Sean Gal-
lagher.

Templedouglas 
Graveyard Mass

The Templedouglas Graveyard Mass will 
be taken place on Sunday 2nd of June 
2024 at 3pm.

Tributes 
paid to 
retiring 

Cllrs
 At the last plenary meeting of Donegal 
County Council on Monday in Lifford 
ahead of the local elections on June 7th 
tributes paid to Cllrs Rena Donaghey, Tom 
Conaghan, Nicholas Crossan and Liam 
Doherty who are retiring from their roles 
as public representatives. Tributes were 
also paid to Cllrs Manus Kelly, Noreen 
McGarvey and Bernard McGuinness who 
have passed since the 2019 Council elec-
tions.

Relay Cycle
 Relay for Life fixed bike 24hr cycle takes 
place this year on the Saturday and Sunday 
the 25th and 26th May. Anyone who would 
be interested in taking part to do an hour 
cycle please contact Paddy on 0863859696

Dunfanaghy
Visitors
Among the visitors to the Dunfanaghy area last week 
was the Canadian Musician and Songwriter Ashley 
MacIsaac. Ashley is a Fiddle Player who has in the 
past opened shows for the Chieftains. Timmy Mallet 
also stayed in the area recently as part of his cycling 
trip around Ireland.  
St. Michael’s Lotto
 The numbers drawn were: 2,3,813,14,18. There 
were no match 5 winners. 17 people matched 4 and 
their names were drawn. The winner of the €100 
was Ann Langan, Breaghy, Portnablagh. 
50/50
 Congratulations to Maise Ferry who won €360 in 
the Dunfanaghy Youths 50/50 last week.
Prayer Meeting
 Cenacolo Prayer Meeting is held every Tuesday 
after 7pm Mass in the Oratory in Holy Cross Church 
from 7.30-8p.m. Cenacolo is a gathering of people 
before the Blessed Sacrament to pray that the Holy 
Spirit may enlighten and heal, especially those 
suffering from addiction.
The Workhouse
 The Dunfanaghy Workhouse is open every day from 

Thank you to everyone 
who joined Darkness 
into Light in Dunfanaghy 
on Saturday morning 
and it was a truly special 
morning and everyone 
was blessed with the 
weather and had the 
most beautiful sunrise.
Thank you to Darren 
from Second Edition 
Coffee and Shane from 
ItSaunatrailer for getting 
involved again this year. 
It was great to have you 
both there at the beach. 
Thank you to Moores 
Shop Dunfanaghy for 
donating the bananas 
and Corinne for the 
home baked treats.
A special thank you to 
Corinne McGinley and 
Tommy Mc Ginley who 
do a lot more than they 
take credit for, especially 

when it comes to setting up before anyone else 
arrives. And also to those of you who helped take 
down the lights afterwards, it was much appreciated. 

The amount of €1050 was raised for Pieta House 
and will help fund the supports in place for those 
affected by suicide or self-harm.

10am until 5pm featuring the Gift Shop, Wee Hannah 
Tour and Coffee Shop and Playground and the team 
welcome everyone over the coming months.
Country Markets
Dunfanaghy Country Market has reopened for the 
season under the Green Gazebo every Saturday 
from 10am until 1pm with a wide selection of home 
baking, handknits and crochet personalised crafts, 
jewellery, vegetables and flowers. Pre-orders can be 
taken through their Facebook page.
Table Quiz
There will be a Table Quiz in The Oyster Bar on 
this Thursday night the 23rd of May in aid of the 
Festivals Committee.

Childminder Required
To mind two children School age

Dunfanaghy Area

For further information 
please contact 086 8815884

Dunfanaghy Darkness into Light

Pictured are groups who took part in the Darkness into Light at Killahoey Beach 



bring your current project or start something new.
 Enjoy the craic company and a cuppa. All queries to 
Myrtle on 0876825387.
Little Ballers
The Little Ballers Toddler Football continues every 
Monday in the Ramelton Community Centre for 
boys and girls aged from 3 to 5 years old. Group 1 
are on from 5 to 5.30pm and Group 2 from 5.30 to 
6pm. Call into the Centre for details.
Trocaire School Volunteers
Are you a retired teacher who has experience present-
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Ramelton
Relay for Life – Candles of Hope
Relay for life will take place at the ATU grounds 
in Letterkenny on this Saturday and Sunday the 
25th/26th May and Relay is all about commu-
nities coming together to celebrate cancer sur-
vivors, remember those how have passed away 
from cancer and giving thanks to our caregiv-
ers, as well as raising awareness about the ser-
vices provided by the Irish Cancer Society. 
 A very special time is always the Candle of 
Hope Ceremony around 10pm on the Saturday 
night, and anyone wishing to remember some-
one for the ceremony.
Relay for Life thanks
Relay for Life Candle Sales in Ramelton 
on Friday last raised a  magnificent  sum of 
€1,728. Thanks for your generosity and also to 
the volunteers who helped out on the day.
The money raised will be spent in Co Donegal 
on Cancer Services and the Candles will all be 
laid out at the Relay Luminaria Service at ATU 
on Saturday night.
Ayr Hill 5k
The annual Ayrhill National School 5km run 
and walk takes place this Thursday the 23rd 
of May at 7.30pm. The race starts on the Shore 
Road and registration takes place in the Make-
mie Hall from 6pm onwards. The entry fee is 
€10 for runners, €5 for walkers or €25 for fami-
ly or sponsorship card will cover entry fee. The 
race is chip times and a large turnout would be 
appreciated.
 Quiz Night
 St. Paul’s Church Ramelton are holding a quiz 
night in the Robertson School, Church Street, 
Ramelton on Friday the 31st May at 8.15pm. 
Entry is €5 per person which will includes a 
light supper. Come along and bring your friends 

for a good nights craic. Raffle on the night with 
some great prizes All monies to church funds.
Country Market
Ramelton Country Market will be in Ramelton 
Town Hall from 10.30am until 12.00noon this 
Saturday 25th May.
 Get your orders in for the weekend from our 
food producers on 087  9699715. Come along, 
browse the market that boasts the best of local 
homemade food with our wholesome soups, 
cottage pies, lasagne, quiche, meat pasties, sea-
sonal vegetables, breads, scones, sweet treats 
and also beautiful local made crafts, cards, nat-
ural soap, knitwear, woodturning and more. 
 Meet up with family and friends at our Cosy 
Tearoom for a tea/coffee and maybe a delicious 
Cheese Toastie, scone or sweet treat, everything 
to make your visit to our market relaxing and 
enjoyable. Loyalty cards are available at our 
checkouts and credit card payments are accept-
ed. Ramelton Country Market gift vouchers are 
also available. Just enquire at our checkout or 
from any market member. We look forward to 
seeing you all on Saturday. 
Swilly Rovers Lotto draw

Numbers drawn in the Swilly Rovers Lotto  on 
Sunday were 1, 6, 17 and 20. There was no jack-
pot winner. One 3 number winner: Aoife Diver. 
This week’s jackpot is €555. Thanks for your 
continued support.
New Yoga Class for beginners 
Men only Yoga class every Wednesday at 7pm 
in the Ramelton Town Hall. Block booking 4 
weeks €40. For booking contact: 087 6807850 
Crochet class started
Crochet classes (supported by ETB) will be tak-
ing place in the Ramelton Community Centre 
every Thursday evening. The classes began on 
Thursday and continue every Thursday from 
7.30-9.30pm. Enquiries to 0857831829.
Ramelton SVP
As the cost of living crisis continues, many fami-
lies will face impossible choices this winter. If you 
are in need of support, contact Ramelton SVP in 
confidence.
Crochet and knitting craft group 
Crochet and knitting  craft  group has begun 
again and continues every Monday 10.30am to 
12.30pm in St Mary’s Parish Centre behind the 
chapel. Everyone is welcome to  come along and 

Irish Restaurant 
Award for Blue Goat

Ramelton Hospital due 
“major refurbishment” - Brogan told

Congratulations to the Blue Goat Artisan Store and 
Cafe, the Quay, Ramelton and its proprietor Des 
Gallen who enjoyed success at the weekend. The 
Blue Goat won the Innovator of the Year for Ulster 
at the Irish Restaurant Awards in Dublin. 

Ramelton Community Hospital is in line for a 
major refurbishment in 2025, a meeting of the 
Regional Health Forum heard recently.
The news came in answer to a question by Cllr 
Ciaran Brogan.
He asked: “Can I have an updated report on the 
current status of the proposed new community 
nursing units of the the following hospitals and 
what plan’s / services we envisage having and 
the numbers of staff provided to meet the needs 
of their respective patients and communities 
Ballyshannon, Stranolar, Lifford and Ramelton 
and a timeframe to the programme?”
Dermot Monaghan, Chief Officer, Community 
Healthcare Organisation, for Cavan, Donegal, 
Leitrim, Monaghan, Sligo, explained the work 
is planned for next year.
He stated: “Ramelton Community Hospital has 
undergone fire upgrade works/refurbishment 

works in 2023 and plans are progressing in or-
der to provide a major refurbishment in 2025. 
Staffing numbers in all locations are aligned to 
residents assessed care needs and in line with 
safe staffing guidelines.”

He also outlined in Ballyshannon Communi-
ty Hospital their new building was officially 
opened this April, and 26 residents relocated 
from the Rock Nursing Unit in February. It is 
envisaged that a 20 bed short stay unit and an 
additional 13 bed long term care bed unit will 
open in Quarter 3 2024. Staff recruitment is 
ongoing at present for these units.
When fully operational this new hospital will 
have capacity for 80 beds, which consist of 
52 long-stay beds and 20 short stay beds pro-
viding convalescence, rehabilitation, respite 
and palliative care beds, and a further eight 

Dementia specific assessment beds and a Day 
Hospital Service.
In relation to St. Joseph’s Community Hospital 
he said it remains a 63 bedded Unit and pro-
vides the same services as provided in Bally-
shannon Community Hospital for all residents. 
Staffing numbers are dependent on residents 
assessed needs and in line with safe staffing 
guidelines. 
He added, “HSE Estates have received Capital 
approval for a new 25 short stay bed Commu-
nity Hospital, alongside a New Primary Care 
building on a greenfield site in Lifford, which is 
currently owned by Donegal County Council 
(DCC). First stage tenders have been received 
for the full design team for both these new 
builds and now await second stage tender doc-
uments to be prepared for issue to the Design 
teams”.

Lucy Trearty who was commended at the Donegal 
Garda Awards for her volunteering at the Termon 
Bingo. She is pictured with Garda McGlynn JLO 
Letterkenny, Maureen Gallagher, James Trearty, 
Orlaigh Trearty, Lucy Trearty, C/Supt Goretti Sheri-
dan and Brian Trearty
Lucy above with her father Brian at the awards in 
the Abbey Hotel, Donegal Town.

ing to a group of school 
children and who would 
like to make the world a 
better place? Trocaire is 
looking for volunteers 
to support a Schools 
Talk Programme for 
Lent in Donegal. For 
information on this ex-
citing venture please 
call Casey Schell at 
02890808033 or casey.
schell@trocaire.org 
GB
 The Ramelton Girls 
Brigade continues on 
Mondays from 6.45-
8pm. 
Yoga Class
Yoga Class for Begin-
ners/Intermediate  con-
tinues on Monday 
nights upstairs in the 
Town Hall Ramelton. 
The classes run week-
ly at 7pm and the cost 
is €10 per person with 
everyone welcome. 
Contact Nuala 087 
6807850 or email yoga_
n22@yahoo.com

Whoriskey’s Eurospar, Ramelton 
Require 

full/part time deli assistants

       Full/Part time Deli Cook
       Part time baker

To apply please send an up to date cv to 
jobsatwhoriskeys@gmail.com

or post to Whoriskey’s Eurospar, 
The Mall, Ramelton, Co. Donegal.

Garda Award for Lucy
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Grand Opening Friday 
24th May - from 12pm – 2.30pm

Moore’s XL Store 
Dunfanaghy

•	 Free	Teas,	Coffees	&	selection	of	Hot	Food
•	 Spot	Prizes	to	be	won
•	 Lots	of	Special	Offers	available	
throughout	the	store	on	the	day	

Highland Radio 
Broadcasts live 
from Moore’s XL 

on the day.

Chance to win an 
Airfryer with any 

purchase made at the 
Butchers Counter 

Special Guest
Glór Tíre Finalist 
Chelsea Evans
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Memoriam 
Cards 

Tirconaill Tribune
074 91 53600

Acknowledgement
Canning

Patsy
John, Brigena, Martin, 
and families would like 
to thank sincerely all 
who sympathised with 
us during the unexpect-
ed passing of Patsy.
Thank you to all our 
extended family and 
friends who supported 
us throughout. To those who helped over the 
course of the wake, prepared food , the house 
and grave, we thank you all.  To the staff at 
Tamney and Letterkenny Hospital, thank you. 
Our sincere thanks to Fr. Briody, who celebrat-
ed the funeral Mass and your spiritual support.
We would also like to thank Colin                                
McAteer, Undertakers who carried out the      
funeral arrangements effortlessly. We are so 
thankful to many, and we will get around to 
you as Patsy would want.
Patsy’s Month Mind Mass will be celebrated 
on Saturday 1st June at 7pm in Fanavolty. 

Borland
Anna

Ballymagowan, 
Kerrykeel

2nd Anniversary
In loving memory 
of a dear sister and 
aunt who died on 
20th May 2022.  
Quietly today your 

memory is kept
No need for words, 
we will never forget
As thoughts go back, 

as they often do
We treasure 

the memories 
we have of you.

Loved and missed by 
your brother Shaun, 
Bernadette and fam-
ily and always re-
membered by your 
brother Patrick, 
Frances and family.

McGrenaghan
Bridget

Gortnatra, 
Fanad

In loving mem-
ory of Bridget 
McGrenaghan who 
died on the 26th May 
2022.

Those we love 
don't go away

They walk beside 
us every day

Unseen unheard
but always near
Still loved still 

missed and 
very dear.

Always remembered 
and missed by Harry, 
Edel and Finn.
Anniversary Mass 
will take place on 
Sunday 26th May 
at 9am in St Colum-
ba's Massmount. 

Curran
Seamus

2 Ard Greine Court 
Stranorlar and 
The Roughan 

Ramelton
1st Anniversary

In loving memory 
of our dear Seamus 
who died on the 24th 
of May 2023.

 

Of all the gifts of life 
however great to 

small
To have you as our 

brother was the 
greatest gift of all

A special time, 
a special place

A special brother 
we can’t replace

With aching hearts 
we whisper low

We miss you Seamus 
and love you so

Just a prayer from 
the family who 

love you
Just a memory 
fond and true

In our hearts you 
will live forever

Because we thought 
the world of you.

Sorely missed by all 
your family in Don-
egal, Birmingham, 
Kildare and Austral-
ia.
Anniversary Mass 
will be held in St 
Mary’s Church, 
Ramelton on Satur-
day the 25th of May 
at 6.30pm.
 Mass can be 
viewed on webcam 
at churchservices.
tv.

Gallagher
Paddy

1 Mulroy View, 
Carrigart

5th Anniversary
In loving memory of 
Paddy who died on 
30th May 2019.
God looked around 

His garden 
and found an 
empty place

He then looked 
down upon the earth 

and saw your
tired face

He put His arms 
around you and lift-

ed you to rest
God’s garden must 

be beautiful 
He always takes 

the best.
He saw the road 

was getting rough 
and the hills were 

hard to climb
So He closed your 
weary eyelids and 

whispered 
“Peace be thine”.
It broke our hearts 
to lose you but you 

didn’t go alone
For part of us went 

with you the day 
God called you 

home.
Always loved and 
missed by your wife 
Lorraine, grandchil-
dren and great grand-
child.

~~~~~
Softly in that May 
morning you heard 

a gentle call
You took the hand of 

God and quietly 
left us all.

Always remembered 
by brother Seamus, 
sisters Grace and 
Kathleen, sister-in-
law Tina, nieces, 
nephews and all the 
family.
Mass Offered

McDaid
William

Rossreagh, Ramelton
2nd Anniversary

In loving memory of a 
dear husband, Dad and 
Grandad William who 
died 27th May 2022 
R.I.P.

Husband...
Those special years will 

not return when we were both
 together but the loving memories that 

are left remain with me forever 
No matter how I spend my days or whatever 
I may do, no morning dawns or evening falls 

without a thought of you
Now it’s your anniversary, my gift to you a 

Mass, God has you in his keeping 
I have you in my heart.

Sadly missed by your wife Kathleen xxx.
~~~~~

Of all the greatest gifts, however great or 
small to have you as my father 

was the greatest gift of all
So those who have their father, 

love him while you may for I wish with all
my heart that I had mine today.

Loved always and sadly missed by your son 
Peter and daughter-in-law Siobhán xxx.

~~~~~
Those we love don’t go away 
they walk beside us every day

Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very dear

Always remembered and sadly missed by your 
daughter Lorraine and Declan.

~~~~~
We think of you as living in the hearts of 

those you touched for nothing loved is ever 
lost and you were loved so much.

Forever loved, never forgotten your son Gary 
and daughter-in-law Kirsty xxx.

~~~~~
No special day is needed for 

us to think of you, you are always in our 
thoughts no matter what we do.

Your resting place we visit and say a little 
prayer, but no one knows the heartache 

as we turn and leave you there.
Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by 
your son Pearse and daughter-in-law Caroline 
xxx

~~~~~
Little angels dressed in white

Kiss our  Grandad every night 
From your grandchildren xxx.
Anniversary Mass will be held on Sunday 
26th May at 6.30pm in St. Mary’s Church, 
Ramelton.

Crerand
Eamon

Moyle View, Milford
28th May 2021

3rd Anniversary
In loving memory of a wonderful 
husband, father and grandfather.

Remembrance is a golden chain
death tries to break but all in 
vain, to have, to love and then 
to part is the greatest sorrow 

of one’s heart.
The years may wipe out many 

things but this they wipe out never
The memory of those happy days 

when we were all together.
Sadly missed by your wife, Mary.

~~~~~
Dad, An empty house, an empty 

chair, father’s love no longer there
A broken heart, tear filled eye

Another soul in the sky
From Heaven you’re still giving

The love you always had
I know you hear me talk to you

I will always miss you Dad.
Dearly loved and sadly missed 
by Catherine, Ian, Nicole, Laura, 
Ross, Molly and Erin.

~~~~~
Dad, Softly the leaves of memory 

fall, gently we gather and 
treasure them all

Silent thoughts of time together
Hold previous memories 

that last forever.
Sadly missed by your son Patrick, 
Trish and Paddy.

~~~~~
Dad,

We hold you close within our 
hearts and there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout our 

lives until we meet again
So rest in peace dear Dad and 

thanks for all you’ve done,
We pray that God has given you 

the crown you’ve truly won.
Loved always Elaine and Anthony.

~~~~~
In loving memory Dad

These words are just for you 
and come with love to say

We think about you constantly and 
miss you more and more each day
To lose you left us devastated, but 

when we feel the pain
We only have to close our eyes 
and you're with us once again
A special smile, a special face, 

a special DAD we can’t replace...
Memories are a gift to treasure... 

And ours of you, DAD, 
will last FOREVER x

Loved and sadly missed Marie, 
Declan, Lauryn, Gemma and Shay. 

I once had something special
 that money couldn’t buy

I had a special person but 
I had to say goodbye

If I were asked one question
why I thought the world of you
I could give a million answers 

and they would all be true
The heartache and the sadness 

may not always show
People say it lessens

but little do they know.
Meet me in my dreams 

and talk to me once more
And ease this everlasting pain 
that makes my heart so sore

The road without you is so long, 
a tear for every mile

But I know one day when 
I reach the end you 

will be waiting
for me with a smile.

Loved and sadly missed by           
Andrea, Rory and Cameron.

~~~~~
Dad,

Our lives go on without you 
but nothing is the same

We have to hide our heartache 
when someone speaks 

your name
Sad are the hearts 

that loved you, silent are 
the tears that fall

Living life without you 
is the hardest part of all
You did so many things
 for us your heart was 

so kind and true
And when we needed someone 
we could always count on you.

Sadly missed by your daughter    
Josephine, son-in-law Barney and 
granddaughter Ruby.

~~~~~
Dad,

I remember your laugh 
and things you would say
I treasured the hours that 

we shared every day
Your resting place I visit and 
put flowers there with care

But no one knows the heartache 
as I turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed by your daughter   
Eileen and grandchildren Andrea 
and Ed.

~~~~~
In memory of a wonderful Grandad

We had a wonderful Grandad
One who never really grew old
His smile was made of sunshine

And his heart was solid gold
His eyes were as bright 

as shining stars
And in his cheeks 
fair roses you see

We have a wonderful Grandad
And that’s the way it 

will always be.
But take heed, because 

He’s still keeping an 
eye on all of us

So, let’s make sure 
He will like what he sees.

Loved and sadly missed by all your 
wee Chicks XXX
Anniversary Mass will take place 
on Saturday 1st June at 7.30pm 
in St. Peter’s Church, Milford.

In Memoriam

Boyce
Jimmy

Tullagh, Carrigart
7th Anniversary

In loving memory 
of a dear husband, 
father, grandfather 
and great grandfather 
who died on 28th 
May 2017.

I hear your voice 
floating on the wind 

Catch your scent 
upon the breeze
I wish I had you 
here to guide me

Through mourning’s 
stormy seas

I miss your smile 
I miss your laugh 
I miss the times 

we’d share 
I even miss the 
times we cried 

just because you 
were there

The ache I feel 
inside my chest 
is so deep and 
so profound 

That I feel as though 
I’ve lost my hold
Upon the solid 

ground
But in my darkest 
moments I can feel 
that you are near

Keeping your watch 
over me always and 

forever here.
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by your loving wife 
Winnie and all the 
family.
Anniversary Mass 
will take place on 
Saturday 25th May 
at 6pm in St. John 
the Baptist Church, 
Carrigart. The 
Mass can be viewed 
on the Mevagh Par-
ish Facebook page.

McDaid
William

Rossreagh, Ramelton
2nd Anniversary

You were so special; 
you had the nicest ways

You did so much in 
life and you never 
asked for praise

You had a smile for 
everyone; 

you had a heart of gold
You left the sweetest memories 

this world could ever hold.
Always remembered and sadly missed by your 
sister Jean and husband Brian.

~~~~~
Quietly today your memory is kept

No need for words we will never forget
As thoughts go back as they often do

We treasure the memories we have of you.
Sadly, missed by brother Dominic, Kathleen 
and family.

~~~~~
Our hearts still ache with sadness 

and many tears still flow
What it meant to lose you

no one will ever know
We hold you close within our hearts 

and there you will remain
To walk with us throughout our lives 

until we meet again.
Sadly, missed and always remembered by     
sister Catriona and husband Eamon.

New benches in Rathmullan

Food for 
thought

Mark Loughbridge

The language of tears
I came across a set of photographs of tears 
taken using a microscope. They are fasci-
nating to look at; vastly different in their 
detail and patterns, like looking down at 
changing landscapes from an aeroplane.
The photographer, Rose-Lynn Fisher, has pic-
tures of tears from all sorts of circumstances: 
tears of happiness, grief, pain, reminiscing, tears 
caused by irritation or for lubrication, and many 
other sorts - each like a unique work of art.
  Some are jagged and angular, some are densely de-
tailed, like an aerial view of the Amazon rainforest. 
Others pictures are sparse in their detail, yet others 
square and block-like like a city plan. I love how she 
describes them as “aerial views of emotion terrain.”
Our tears are mostly salt water but contain 
a variety of substances - including enzymes, 
oils, antibodies, hormones, and even natu-
ral painkillers the body releases under stress. 
Each of these seems to impact the detail.

All this brought to mind a verse in Psalm 6. The 
songwriter is at the end of his tether, he says his “I 
flood my bed with weeping… my eyes grow weak 
with sorrow”. Perhaps you know that feeling.
But what really struck me was what he said next: 
“the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping”
The Hebrew language is picturesque. The word 
translated ‘sound’ also means ‘voice’ - the 
Lord heard the voice of my weeping. God un-
derstands the language of tears. He is fluent 
in it. Of course, as God, he knows all things 
instantly, but there is something richer, clos-
er, more personal about this way of putting it. 
And perhaps we need to be reminded of that. 
Sometimes people think of God as unapproachable, 
cold, distant. Perhaps like that detached and pris-
tine parent who when their child comes with tears 
running down their cheeks pushes them away so 
they don’t mess up their own clothes. As if God isn’t 
interested in the mess and messiness of our lives. 

But Psalm 6 paints a different picture. It’s the 
picture of a God we can come to, tears and 
all - a soggy mess of emotion and pain - and 
he won’t push us away. We should let our pain 
bring us to God, rather than push us away.
When we go to God with our pain, we’ll find that 
he offers a much richer, deeper answer than simply 
wiping our tears away, patting us on the head and 
telling us to run on. He offers us a place in his 
family, to be our Father who will work all things for 
the good of his children so that even our most tear-
filled moments will work out for good. In order to 
make that offer, God the Son had to become a “man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah 53:3). 
That’s why he knows the language of tears. And it’s 
to God the Son, Jesus Christ, that we must go for 
this richer deeper answer to our tears. Let your 
tears bring you to Christ, and the God who heals 
the broken-hearted and makes the wounded live. 
Mark Loughridge is one of the ministers in Milford 

Reformed Presbyterian 
Church.  He can be contact-
ed on 086 3907726 or jmark-
loughridge@gmail.com.  

Tidy Towns 
Community Spirit is very much alive and glow-
ing in Rathmullan and huge thanks to all of the 
Community Associations who sponsored the 
newly acquired colourful benches which were 
constructed by the Oaktree workshop attend-
ees at St. Conal’s Hospital under the guidance of  
Danny McLaughlin.
 Many thanks to Paul Doherty for the special 
delivery and the benches are now placed along 
the sea front and up at Pier Road. Signal signs 
designed the lovely plaques.
 Thanks Denis, Damian and especially Seamus 
who ensured they are firmly affixed and un-
doubtedly will be greatly enjoyed by locals and 
visitors alike now during the summer months.  
 The Lá Bealtaine decorations and Fairy Trail in 
Batts Walks a few weeks ago was absolutely mag-
ical, so it was decided to leave the ‘décor’ for a 
while longer to let more people enjoy the expe-
rience.   
However, it is most disappointing to discover the 
amount of pilferage that has occurred in the in-
terim, while a lot of damage has also been caused 

over the past weekend to other items!  This 
wanton disrespect for a community event that 
brought joy to so many of our younger members 
in the locality is just reprehensible and spoils the 
fun for everyone.

Sustainability Fair
The Annual Sustainability Fair will take place 
next Saturday 1st June at the Boathouse Sheds 
in the Car Park from 11 -3pm. The Mixing Bowl 
will have a Sustainable Cooking Display with 
Free Taster Sessions and recipes. 
There will also be a ‘Sewing Repair Workshop’, so 
if you want to know how to hem your trousers, 
or change a zip, then drop in and see how it’s all 
done.
 A ‘Small Tools’ repair workshop will also be in 
operation, while there will be stalls with Preloved 
Clothing, Books and toys, and live music by 
Mick Russell. As part of National Food Waste 
Recycling Week, Donegal County Council are 
providing Free packs which consists of a 7 litre 
kitchen caddy, a starter pack of compostable lin-
ers and an information leaflet.  
The Boatyard Sheds is the place to be with some-

thing for everyone and kindly supported by 
DLDC / SICAP.

Bike Week Celebrations 17th May
The cycle to School event on Friday last for the 
pupils of St Joseph’s National School was abso-
lutely fantastic and thanks to the Tidy Towns 
Team, along with the Teaching staff for this 
amazing event once again.  Cycling is so good for 
the environment with zero emissions and hope-
fully events like this will encourage more young 
cyclists as summer approaches.

Rathmullan Makers Markets 
Saturday 25th May

The Makers Markets at the Boathouse Sheds 
takes place this coming Saturday 25th May with 
a wide variety of new stunning arts, crafts and 
food on sale as well as amazing live music by 
Carol Wilson. Many new stall holders will be 
displaying their wares, with recycled Art Work-
shops for both adults and children facilitated 
by local artist Moira McHugh.  She will be run-
ning a mixed media collage 1 hour workshop for 
younger people 8-12 years of age from 12 noon 
and a Paper Roses a  feathers workshop for the 
arty adults from 2pm. All the materials used on 
the day will be recycled items.   Booking is essen-
tial on Eventbrite.co.uk. (Mixed media Collage 
or Paper Roses & feathers).

The Swilly Ferry
The Ferry link with Buncrana will resume on 
Saturday 1st June with first morning departure 

from Rathmullan at 10.40am followed by regu-
lar trips throughout the day, and final departure 
at 6.40pm. See swillyferry.com for full timetable 
and costs.  
 With the ongoing works at the pier, please follow 
road signs and be patient with other road users, 
as undoubtedly there will be times of congestion 
as the season gets busier.

Blue Flag Status / Beach Lifeguards
Rathmullan Marina has once again been award-
ed Blue Flag Status and the Beach Lifeguards hut 
is now in position on the beach. 
 Lifeguards will be on cover for weekends going 
forward with full coverage in place from July on-
wards.   Please adhere to restricted bathing areas 
and control of dogs and horses.  

St Vincent De Paul  
Many times of the year can be difficult and chal-
lenging for people especially with family occa-
sions and unexpected household costs, so don’t 
forget the local St Vincent de Paul are always 
available to help out in times of need, so feel free 
to contact any member of the Chapter when con-
fidential assistance is needed on 087 698 2822. 

 Remember the Vincent’s Charity Shop also takes 
donations of used small household items, bric 
a brac, books and clean used clothing, and also 
stock a huge selection of clothing at very reason-
able prices. Opening hours are Wednesday and 
Thursday 11-3 and also on Saturdays.  

Cloughaneely News
The late Bobby Sayers

 There was widespread regret in the local community recently on 
hearing of the death in Letterkenny University Hospital recently 
of Bobby Sayers, Earrooey, Falcarragh. He was predeceased by his 
wife Jennie.
Bobby was a highly respected member of the local community 
who worked in construction for many years and he also had farm-
ing interests. He was also very much involved in the parish life 
of Ray and Killult Churches serving in a number of posts in the 
Select Vestry and he also worked on a Community Employment 
Scheme at the Churches a number of years ago.
Sympathy is extended to his son David, daughters Irene, Isobel 
and Annemarie, nephew James, sisters May and Bella, daughter-
in-law Valerie, sons-in-law Paddy, Trevor and Patrick, beloved 
grandchildren and great grandchildren and extended family and 
friends.
His remains were removed to his home in Earrooey for waking 
and his Funeral Service in St. Paul’s Church in Ray on Friday was 
conducted by Rev. David Skuce assisted by Canon John Mer-
rick. The Organist was Hazel Alcorn and the Solist was Bobby’s 
grandaughter Mari Claire. Burial took place afterwards in the ad-
joining cemetery.

The late Nellie McLean
 There was widespread regret in the community recently on 

hearing of the death in Letterkenny University Hospital of Nellie 
McLean, Ray, Falcarragh. She was a highly respected member of 
the local community. She was predeceased by her husband Dan.
 Sympathy is extended to her son Daniel, daughter Eileen, son-in-
law Stewart, grandson Jamie, sister Julie, nephew Joe and wife Su-
san, nephew Chick, his wife Helen and boys and extended family 
and friends. Her remains were removed from her home on Friday 
for Requiem Mass in St Fionan’s Church, Falcarragh with burial 
taking place afterwards in the adjoining cemetery.

Junior Band Notes
Lotto Results and there was no jackpot winner. Winning num-
bers 3-6-8-9-11-13 Patrick Bonar €100. This week’s Jackpot will 
be €7450.

Ionad Naomh Fionnán
 Congratulations to Frances Doohan, Ballyconnell who won the 
50/50 prize this week of €1002.
Summer camp from 8th-26th July. Ages 4-12 years
For information contact 9165750 or email ionadnf@gmail.com

Coiste Glan agus Glas
Falcarragh Tidy Towns Committee have submitted their entry for 
this year’s Tidy Towns Competition - judging can take place any 
time from June until August. Every help in presenting our town 
at its best is appreciated. Go raibh maith agaibh as bhur gcom-
hoibriú.

Oscailt oifigiúil
 Oscailt oifigiúil seomraí úra Scoil Cholmcille, Toraigh. 24/05/2024
Aifreann 11.00 r.n. a cheiliúradh ag an tAth Donnchadh Ó Baoill.

Oscailt oifigiúil na seomraí úra tar éis an Aifrinn ag an tOll. Lillis 
Ó Laoire Tamall ceol le Martin agus John ‘na dhiaidh. Fáilte ro-
imh an phobal.

Daffodil Day
Mary and the Irish Cancer Society would like to thank all the 
helpers and businesses who made Daffodil Day a success in Fal-
carragh this year. €1930 was raised on the day, thanks to the gen-
erosity of the public.

Dates for your Diary
Ballina Estate Mass - Sunday 2nd June, 11am.
Graveyard Sunday - Sunday 4th August, 1pm.
Pobail Le Cheile
Come and get creative on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th June 
at Garradh Cholmcille Falcarragh. These workshops will consist 
of directed exercises and free style work using different materials 
and techniques. Collage is a fun and playful creative way of do-
ing art through cutting and pasting mainly paper but also other 
materials. On Saturday the workshop runs from 10am-2.30pm 
with a lunch break. On both days kids will need to bring their 
own packed lunch. On Sunday at 1.30pm families are welcome 
to come, have tea and coffee and have a look at the work that has 
been created.

Autism Parents Support Morning
An Autism Parents Support Morning will be held in Halla Naomh 
Fhionnáin on Friday 24th March from 9.30am until 11am. Cupán 
agus Comhrá. Eolas/Info from 0879742689. This will be our last 
gathering before the summer Break. 

Staff at the Oaktree workshop at St. Conal’s Hospital with the benches they made.

Pupils from St. Joseph’s NS Rathmullan getting ready to cycle to school on National Cycle Day.



Death of 
Margaret Ann Wilkinson

 The death took place on 
Tuesday of Margaret Ann 
Wilkinson, Townparks, 
Raphoe and formerly a 
member of the McGinley 
family from Gortnalake, 
Creeslough. 
 She is survived by her 
husband Neil Joseph, sons 
Paul and Niall and daugh-
ter Anne, daughters-in-
law Samantha and Bren-
da, grandchildren Áine, 
Cara, Mark, Clíodhna and 
Conor to whom deepest sympathy is extended. 
Her remains will be reposing at her late residence 
and Funeral Mass will be celebrated in St. Eunan’s 
Church, Raphoe this Friday at 11.00am with burial 
afterwards in Doe Cemetery, Creeslough. Funeral 
Mass can be viewed live on www.mcn.live/Camera/
st-eunans-church.  
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The late Sheila McGrath
The death occurred on Saturday 
of Sheila McGrath, Glencar Road, 
Letterkenny. Sheila was former-
ly a member of the Coll family 
of Massinass, Creeslough. She 
passed away peacefully at Beau-
mont Hospital, Dublin. Sheila 
was a well-known member of 
the local community. She was the 
proprietor of a Bed & Breakfast 
at her home, Ardeen House. She 
hosted visiting entertainment 
groups during the Letterkenny 
International Folk Festivals and 
guests attending the big Donegal 
Rally motorsport weekends. One of Sheila’s favourite ways of 
getting a break was to go travelling.   
Sheila is survived by her family Marian (Hogan), Una 
(Dunne), Shaun and Brenda. She was predeceased by her 
husband Sean and daughter Noreen (Grant).
She is also survived by her sons-in-law Sean, Colm, Charlie 
and Ronan, daughter-in-law Monica; grandchildren Nicola, 
Paul, John, Michelle, David, Darragh, Aifric, Laura, Karen 
and John; nine great-grandchildren, brother Paddy, sisters-
in-law Mary, Mamie and Sheila, brother-in-law Bill, neph-
ews, nieces, relatives and friends.
 Remains reposed at the family residence in Glencar from 
Tuesday. Funeral was from there to St. Eunan’s Cathedral, 
Letterkenny on Wednesday for Requiem Mass which was 
celebrated by Monsignor Kevin Gillespie. Readings, Prayers 
of the Faithful were by family members. Music and hymns 
were by Clann Uí Domhnaill. Burial took place afterwards in 

Conwal Cemetery. Deepest condolences are extended to the 
family circle. 

Death of Frances McAtasney 
The peaceful death has taken place at her home in Fairfield, 
California, USA. of Frances McAtasney (nee McBride) for-
merly of Murlog, Downings.
Frances was the wife of John, mother of Michael (deceased), 
daughter Kathleen O’Gara and her son Sean.
She is survived by her brother Charlie and many grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren.
Frances’s remains are reposing at, Neptune Society, 2750 
North Texas Street, Fairfield, CA. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family circle.

Funeral of Julie McElroy
The funeral took place on Sunday of Julie McElroy, Coolna-
gard Drive, Omagh and formerly of New York. Julie was for-
merly a member of the Gallagher family of Kirkneedy, Glen-
swilly. She passed away on Wednesday, May 8th in Nashville, 
Tennessee.
Remains reposed at the family residence in Coolnagard Drive 
from Friday until removal on Sunday for Requiem Mass in 
the Sacred Heart Church, Omagh. Interment took place af-
terwards in Drumragh Cemetery. 
Julie is survived by her husband Seamus; children Tara, Ala-
na, Ciaran and Gillian; grandchildren Grace, Maeve, Declan 
and Nora. She is also survived by her siblings Ellen, Margaret, 
Annie, Tony, Frank and the late Susan, Patrick and Kitty RIP. 
Deepest sympathies are extended to the family circle.

Funeral of Mary Gallagher
The funeral took place on Sunday of Mary Gallagher, Gortlee, 

Letterkenny. A native 
of Castlefin, Mary was 
a well-known member 
of the local community 
and was a familiar face at 
a variety of social events 
in the area. In his hom-
ily Monsignor Kevin 
Gillespie spoke about 
Mary’s strong Christian 
values demonstrated by 
her regular attendance at 
Saturday evening masses 
in St. Eunan’s Cathedral. 
She always made a point 
of speaking to the priest 
afterwards at the Cathe-
dral exit doors. Mary 
and her great friend 
George McDermott 
(RIP September 2018) 
who went to dance ven-
ues all over the county. 
Friends from those so-
cial events came to pay 
their respects on Sun-
day. She also had good 
neighbours and friends 
in Gortlee. Monsig-
nor Gillespie described 
Mary as a gentle woman 
who enjoyed the simple 
things in life and always 
wanted to be part of the 
community.   
Mary’s remains reposed 
at Marley’s Funeral 
Home, Derry Road, 
Drumany, Letterkenny 
on Saturday until re-

moval to St. Eunan’s Cathedral, Letterkenny, to 
repose overnight. Requiem Mass took place on 
Sunday where the celebrant was Fr Kevin Gil-
lespie. Music and hymns were by the Cathedral 
Choir. Mary was laid to rest afterwards in Con-
wal Cemetery. Mary will be sadly missed by her 
neighbours and friends to whom deepest condo-
lences are extended.

27 objections lodged over Creeslough Supermarket
 Donegal County Council have detailed 
27 submissions objecting to the pro-
posed redevelopment of the Creeslough 
Supermarket. The owners of the shop 
recently unveiled plans to redevelop the 
petrol station and shop at the site where 
10 people died tragically in an explosion 
in October 2022.
Planning permission was lodged by 
Vivo Shell Limited with Donegal Coun-
ty Council seeking the demolition of 
existing building and erection of new 
building which will incorporate a class 
1 commercial building including shop, 
post office, off-licence, store, deli, toilets 
including accessible toilets, staff welfare 
facilities and forecourt.
It also sought the replacement of under-

ground storage tanks and pumps, exter-
nal canopy, associated signage and all 
other associated site development works 
at the site along the N56 on the Letterk-
enny beside the village.
Their application added that they plan 
to include a space for a memorial gar-
den and well as a memorial structure at 
the location.
Wednesday, May 22nd, was the last day 
submissions were being received by the 
council’s planning department and, at 
the time of press, 27 submissions were 
listed on the council website
The application was lodged by the own-
ers on April 18th last.
Among the submissions received was 
correspondence from bereaved fam-

ily members, members of the public, 
those living next to the proposed de-
velopment location, a member of the 
Duntally Woods Apartments Owners 
Management Company and Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII).  
Several cited the possible negative ef-
fects on public health including retrau-
matisation, the ongoing investigation 
into the tragedy, the character and scale 
of the proposed development and road 
safety concerns.
Many of the submissions were calling 
on the area to be designated as a memo-
rial garden for those who died and were 
injured in the tragic explosion.
The listed planning decision date from 
Donegal County Council is June 12th.

In Memoriam

Planning Notices

McFadden 
Joseph

Kill Carrigart
26th Anniversary 

In loving memory of 
our son, brother and            
uncle who died 23rd 
May 1998.

Memories are        
something no one steal
Death is a heartache no 

one can heal
Some may forget  you now that you are gone

But we will  remember you 
no matter how long

Always loved Mum and Dad
~~~~~

Joe
Time and years may slip away 

as we remember you on this day 
Never forgotten by your brothers James and 
John Joseph.

~~~~~
How very much you’re missed 

I think you somehow know cause 
I feel you beside me no matter where I go.

Always remembered your sister Evelyn.
~~~~~

Joe
No matter how life changes

no matter what we do
A special place within our hearts 

is always kept for you.
Always remembered by Carol, Shane and    
family

~~~~~
Joseph

Our thoughts are ever with you
though you have passed away
And we who loved you dearly 

think of you each day.
Danny, Seamus, Rose and Marie.

~~~~~
Joseph

Saint Anthony think of Joseph today 
and always.

Always remembered by Martin and Liz
~~~~~
Joseph

Your life was  a blessing,
your memory a treasure

You are loved beyond words 
and missed beyond measure.

Bridie.
~~~~~

Silent memories keep you near, as time 
unfolds another year, from our lives you have 

gone, and in our hearts you still live on. 
Always remembered by Romie and family.

~~~~~
Goodbyes are not forever
goodbyes are not the end

They simply mean we’ll miss you
until we meet again. 

Always remembered and sadly missed by your 
Aunty Noreen and family, Creeslough.

~~~~~
The years may pass but still you stay

 as near and dear as yesterday.
Always remembered by Charlie, Mary and 
family.

Moore
Jim

Drumherrive, 
Ray, Ramelton

13th Anniversary
In loving memory 
of a dear friend Jim 
who died on the 27th 
May 2011.

Silent memories 
keep you near

As time unfolds 
another year.

Always remembered 
by Davy, Kathleen 
and family.

Hagan
Cassie

Glenvar 
25th Anniversary

In loving memory of 
a cherished mother, 
grandmother, sister, 
aunt and friend who 
died on 25th May 
1999.
When we look back 
upon our lives we 

feel such a sense of 
pride

That we were 
blessed with a Mum 
who was a wise and 

loving guide
A loving nature, kind 

and true, you will 
never be forgotten 
for we thought the 

world of you
We hold you close 
within our hearts 

and there you shall 
remain

To walk with us 
throughout our lives 
until we meet again.
Loved and missed 
every day by your 
family in Glenvar, 
Longford and Lim-
erick and extended 
family in Ireland, 
Scotland, and further 
afield.

McBride
Seamus

Glencheo, 
Carrigart

14th Anniversary
In loving memory of 
Seamus who died on 
the 24th of May 2010

 

Time cannot steal 
the treasures that we 
carry in our hearts
Nor ever dim the 
shining thoughts 

our cherished past 
imparts

For the memories of 
the ones we love still 

cast a gentle glow
To grace our days 
and light our paths 

wherever we may go
Always loved and 
remembered by Dad, 
Denis, Anthony,   
Maria and Kelly.
PJ Crerand and his 
family are in our 
thoughts and prayers 
at this time.

~~~~~
You may be out 

of sight, we may be 
world’s apart 

But you are always 
in our prayers 

And forever in our 
hearts 

Sadly missed the 
Doherty and Boyce 
families Glencheo 
and Gortnabrade xx 

~~~~~
Sadly missed along 

life’s way quietly 
remembered every 

day no longer in our 
life to share but in 
our heart you’re 

always there 
Always remembered 
Denise, Robert and 
Erin xx

Donegal County Council
Fanad, Co Donegal 

We, Hugh & Marie McGinley are applying to Don-
egal County Council for planning permission to 
extend and renovate existing cottage including in-
stalling a waste water treatment system and all asso-
ciated site works at Ballymichael, Fanad, Co Don-
egal in the townland of Ballymichael. The planning 
application may be inspected or purchased at a fee 
not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy 
at the offices of the Planning Authority during its 
public opening hours. A submission or observation 
in relation to the application may be made to the 
Authority in writing on payment of the prescribed 
fee within the period of five weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt by the Authority of the application.

Donegal County Council
Gortnatraw South, Kerrykeel

I, Lynda Strain am applying to Donegal County 
Council for retention planning permission for the 
following at Gortnatraw South, Kerrykeel, Co. 
Donegal. 1. Retention of the existing orientation of 
the existing dwelling from that previously granted 
under planning permission Ref. No. 04/7242. 2. Re-
tention of existing bay window at ground floor &  2 
No. dormer windows at first floor on front elevation 
of existing dwelling. 3. Retention of existing garage 
& temporary planning permission for retention of 
existing beautician’s studio. The Planning Appli-
cation may be inspected or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy, 
at the Offices of the Planning Authority during its 
public opening hours and that a submission or ob-
servation in relation to the application may be made 
on payment of the prescribed fee within the period 
of 5 weeks beginning on the date of receipt by the 
authority of the application. The Planning Authority 
may grant permission subject to or without condi-
tions, or may refuse to grant permission.

Donegal County Council
Ballaghderg, Letterkenny

I, Stephen Coyle am applying to Donegal County 
Council for permission to erect a domestic shed to 
the rear of my dwelling including with all other site 
development works at Ballaghderg, Letterkenny, 
County Donegal in the townland of Ballaghderg. 
The planning application may be inspected or pur-
chased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost 
of making a copy at the offices of the Planning Au-
thority, Donegal County Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal during its public opening 
hours. A submission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made in writing to the Planning 
Authority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the Planning Authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Aghalattive,  Creeslough

I, John Sweeney am applying to Donegal County 
Council for retention permission of an existing Sun-
room extension to my dwelling house and also a de-
tached domestic garage at Aghalattive, Creeslough, 
County Donegal in the townland of Aghalattive. The 
planning application may be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of mak-
ing a copy at the offices of the Planning Authority, 
Donegal County Council, County House, Lifford, 
County Donegal during its public opening hours. A 

submission or observation in relation to the appli-
cation may be made in writing to the Planning Au-
thority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the Planning Authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Ballaghderg, Letterkenny

I, Martin McBride am applying to Donegal Coun-
ty Council for permission to erect a new dwelling 
house with septic tank and domestic garage includ-
ing all other associated site works at Ballaghderg, 
Letterkenny, County Donegal in the townland of 
Ballaghderg. The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy at the offices of 
the Planning Authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Donegal during its 
public opening hours. A submission or observation 
in relation to the application may be made in writing 
to the Planning Authority on payment of the pre-
scribed fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks 
beginning on the date of receipt of the application 
by the authority, and such submission or observa-
tion will be considered by the Planning Authority in 
making a decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Trimragh, Letterkenny

I, Sean Harris intend to apply to Donegal County 
Council for planning permission to change the use 
of my existing dwelling house and ancillary domes-
tic garage to guesthouse accommodation with all 
other associated site development works at Trim-
ragh, Letterkenny, County Donegal in the town-
land of Trimragh. The planning application may be 
inspected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy at the offices of 
the Planning Authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Donegal during its 
public opening hours. A submission or observation 
in relation to the application may be made in writing 
to the Planning Authority on payment of the pre-
scribed fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks 
beginning on the date of receipt of the application 
by the authority, and such submission or observa-
tion will be considered by the Planning Authority in 
making a decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Skerry, Loughkeel, Kilmacrennan, 

Letterkenny M.D.
We, Darren and Sarah Mc Ginley, are applying to 
Donegal County Council for Planning Permission 
for 1) Demolition of Existing (Defective/MICA) 
Dwelling House, 2) Reconstruction of a New Re-
placement Dwelling House and Connection to 
Existing Sewage Treatment Plant on Site and all 
associated Site works @ Skerry, Loughkeel, Kil-
macrennan, Letterkenny M.D., Co. Donegal. The 
Planning Application may be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of mak-
ing a copy, at the Offices of the Planning Authority, 
County House, Lifford during its Public Opening 
Hours. A Submission or Observation in relation to 
the Application may be made in writing to the Plan-
ning Authority on payment of the prescribed fee, 
€20.00, within the period of 5 weeks beginning on 
the date of receipt by the Authority of the Applica-
tion, and such Submissions or Observations will be 
considered by the Planning Authority in making a 
decision on the Application. The Planning Authority 
may Grant Permission subject to or without condi-

tions, or may refuse to Grant Permission.
Donegal County Council

Craigmaddyeroe Far, Rathmullan, 
Letterkenny M.D.

We, Gerard and Charlotte Black, are applying to 
Donegal County Council for Retention Planning 
Permission for 1) Alterations and Amendments to 
Dwelling House Granted under Planning Appli-
cation Ref. No: 19/51167 to form New Dwelling 
House Construction on Site, 2) Retention Permis-
sion for the importation of Rock and Fill and the 
creation of a new roadway to the East of the Dwell-
ing House and for 3) Planning Permission to put 
Surface Water measures in place to prevent the 
discharge of Surface Water onto the Public Road 
and all associated site works @ Craigmaddyeroe 
Far, Rathmullan, Letterkenny M.D., Co. Donegal. 
The Planning Application may be inspected or pur-
chased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost 
of making a copy, at the Offices of the Planning 
Authority, County House, Lifford during its Public 
Opening Hours. A Submission or Observation in re-
lation to the Application may be made in writing to 
the Planning Authority on payment of the prescribed 
fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt by the Authority of the Appli-
cation, and such Submissions or Observations will 
be considered by the Planning Authority in making 
a decision on the Application. The Planning Author-
ity may Grant Permission subject to or without con-
ditions, or may refuse to Grant Permission.

Donegal County Council
Figart, Dunfanaghy

We, Shane McHugh and Maura McHugh in-
tend to apply to Donegal County Council for 
retention permission to retain and complete our 
dwelling house currently under construction 
including all other associated site development 
works at Figart, Dunfanaghy, County Donegal 

in the townland of Figart. The planning applica-
tion may be inspected or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy 
at the offices of the Planning Authority, Donegal 
County Council, County House, Lifford, County 
Donegal during its public opening hours. A sub-
mission or observation in relation to the applica-
tion may be made in writing to the Planning Au-
thority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt of the application by the authority, 
and such submission or observation will be con-
sidered by the Planning Authority in making a 
decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Faymore, Creeslough

We, Aidan & Brenda Kennedy are applying to 
Donegal County Council for permission to erect 
an extension to the side of our existing dwell-
ing with all associated siteworks at Faymore, 
Creeslough, County Donegal in the townland of 
Faymore. The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy at the offices of 
the planning authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Donegal during 
its public opening hours. A submission or obser-
vation in relation to the application may be made 
in writing to the planning authority on payment 
of the prescribed fee, €20.00, within the period of 
5 weeks beginning on the date of receipt of the 
application by the authority, and such submission 
or observation will be considered by the planning 
authority in making a decision on the application.

McGarvey calls for Elm 
Court footpath funding

 Independent Cllr Pauric McGarvey has called on 
the Council to apply to the National Transport Au-
thority for urgent funding to construct a footpath 
from Elm Court to Ramelton. 
 He raised the matter at last week’s Municipal Dis-
trict meeting highlighting the fact that the footpath 
had been promised when the estate was initially 
built and was needed for the safety of families and 
pedestrians. Elm Court is located on the Letterk-

enny Road near the ‘Cup and Saucer’ junction. 
However, he was told that currently there is no 
funding for the footpath. 
The Council said the original design and Part 
8 planning for the Ramelton Safe Routes to 
School project included a footpath linking to 
Elm Court. “But due to the level of funding 
required the NTA scaled back the project and 
the link to Elm Court was removed from the 
scheme. Further applications will be submitted 
to the NTA seeking additional funding to com-
plete this link. The advancement of this project 
will be dependent on the ability to procure the 
necessary land” the Council said in a written re-
ply to Cllr McGarvey.



FanadFanad
Funeral of Roseanne McBride
The funeral took 
place on Sunday of 
Roseann McBride, 
Ardglass, Portsa-
lon. Aged 95, Ro-
seann passed away 
on Friday at Let-
terkenny Universi-
ty Hospital.
She will be sadly 
missed by all her 
family, neighbours 
and many friends.
Removal of the re-
mains was from 
The Eternal Light 
Chapel of Rest, 
Mountain Top, Letterkenny on Friday to her late 
residence at Ardglass.
Fr Anthony Briody officiated at the Requiem 
Mass on Sunday at St. Columba’s Church, Mass-
mount. Burial took place afterwards in the ad-
joining graveyard. Deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to the family circle
OLD SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
KERRYKEEL
Gentle Yoga with Jane - new 5-week block starts 
this Thursday 23rd May from 10-11am - €50 
(with HSE Sports & Social Club members also 
facilitated). Suits all levels, just bring a mat. Con-
tact 086 836 7776 for enquiries and booking.
Pilates with Caitriona - new 4-week block starts 
this Thursday 23rd May - 2 classes - either 5.30-
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6.30pm OR 6.45-7.45pm. €45. Con-
tact 083 042 7887 for enquiries and 
booking.
Kerrykeel Yoga
Gentle Yoga Class with Jane - new 6 
week block of classes every Thursday 
from 10-11am, €60 for 6 weeks, suits 
all levels, just bring a yoga mat.
Fanad SVP
 If you are experiencing difficulty the 
local branch of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society is willing to help. If in need, 
contact the Society on 0877003732 
regarding any financial problem. All 
matters dealt with in confidence. 
Kerrykeel ‘ 71 Cards
 Kerrykeel ’71 FC Cards continues in 
the Village Inn, Kerrykeel every Mon-
day at 7.30pm. 
Guide Dog Day concert Milford
The Irish Guide Dogs for the blind 
are holding a variety concert in the 
Milford Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, F92 PN5D, on this Friday 
24th May at 7:30pm. Join us for an 
unforgettable evening of Music and 
Entertainment. Experience sensa-
tional performances while support-
ing a worthy cause. Tickets are €10 
and can be bought from Milford & 
District Facebook Page.
Spring Schedule at the Old School 
Community Centre Kerrykeel:
MONDAYS:  Fanad Ju-Jitsu Club:   
7.30-8.30pm (7-12 year olds); and 
8.30-9.30pm (teens & adults) Con-
tact Pól on 086 363 5623

Sewing Group: (Re-starting on Mon 
4th Mar): 7-9.30pm. Contact Eileen 
on 086 851 3870
TUESDAYS:  Slimming World:  5.15-
6.45pm.
Contact Catherine on 083 830 0989
Unwind Your Mind Meditation 
Class: 7-8pm.
Contact Claire on 087 298 9545
WEDNESDAYS: Crochet & Needle-
work Class:  8-10pm. Contact Kath-
leen on 086 348 6684.
  THURSDAYS:   Gentle Yoga:   10-
11am. Contact Jane on 086 836 7776
Pilates Class:   5.30-6.30pm   and   
6.45-7.45pm.
Contact Caitriona on 083 042 7887
Mulroy Jivers:  (Re-starting Thurs 14 
Mar):  8-10pm. Contact Niall on 086 
233 1174.
SUNDAYS:   Let’s Mess Donegal 
(Sensory Play Sessions): Run month-
ly, as advertised. Contact Maggie on 
086 061 5598.
 Further details & updates on Face-
book at The Old School Community 
Centre, Kerrykeel.
Crochet and Needlework
 Crochet and Needlework classes 
continue in the Old School Commu-
nity Centre Kerrykeel on Wednes-
day evenings from 8-10pm. Contact 
Kathleen 086 3486684.
Grinds don Ghaeilge
Grinds available for all levels of stu-
dents. Group rates available. Con-
tact 086 357 8503 for more info.

Fanad Festival - Save The Date
Fanad Festival 2024 will take place from Friday 2nd August to Sunday 4th August. 
We would like to say a massive thank you to all the volunteers who helped us over last year’s festival weekend. It was much appreciated. 
A special thanks to all our sponsors from last year:
MOWI
Tonbane Construction 
Callaghan Transport 
Murrin Civil LTD
CAA Security Systems 
Teach Sholais Fhánada 
Fanad United
The Lighthouse Tavern 
J. Friel Construction LTD 
The Singing Pub Downings 
Brendan Friel Groundworks 
Shiels Bus Hire
O’Dohertys Doaghbeg 
The Silver Tassie Hotel & Spa 
Cllr Liam Blaney 
Shandon Hotel & Spa
Mc Brides Garage 
The Orsi Foot Clinic
Lurgybrack Open Farm
Station House Hotel 
Radharc Thoraí Laundrette

Taylor Plant Hire 
Sandy Banks Caravan Park 
Seamus McGrory, Donegal 
Creameries  
Rathmullan Charters 
Rosey Pics
Oifig An Phoist Baile Láir  
Ripples Restaurant 
‘No other Craic?’ Podcast 
Rosapenna Hotel & Golf Links
Rockhill Holiday Park Kerry-
keel 
The Stores Bar 
Tir Conaill Concrete 
Patrick Heraghty – A.I Tech-
nician 
The Plough and Harrow 
S. Friel Agri Contracts 
NUA Looks
Tasty Bite Kerrykeel 
The Narrow Quarter Bistro & 

Coffeehouse  
The Village Inn 
Whoriskey Oils 
Wassons Garage
Rose Blaney 
N. Sweeney Mobile Welding 
Mulroy Woods Hotel 
MH Associates 
Mc Elwaines Friendly Butch-
ers 
Storaí Mhic a tSaoir Seanach 
Magees Pharmacy and Online 
Photo Printing 
Portsalon Hair Design 
Lynda Strain Cosmetics 
Pixie’s Coffee Pod 
Pixie’s Ice Cream Pod 
Fanad Free Range Eggs
Jacinta Callaghan Art
Jacintas Hairdressers 
Lennonside Butcher 

Eco Atlantic Adventure 
Brownes Car Group Donegal 
Latte Love 
Knockalla Building Services 
Carr Electrical 
Kus Kuts 
Kerr Landscapes
Kerr Autorepairs
Kernans Carrigart 
Glenalla Photography 
Gibson Farm Services 
Michael Shiels Painting & Til-
ing
Fanad Crafts 
Evolve 
Electrical Appliance Services 
Coyles Hardware 
Divers Hardware 
Charleys Café 
Catrionas Hair Salon 
BMC Painting 

HoneyPot Coffee House 
Henry Mc Ginley & Sons LTD 
Happy Days Coffee Stop 
Galánta Gifts 
Friel Plastering & Stucco Inc
Donal McLoughlin Plumb-
ing&Heating 
Eva Whoriskey MUA 
NRGIZE FITNESS 
Clintons Shop Tamney 
Cladach Campervans 
Century Cinemas
Carraig na Rón 
Carols Hair Design 
Brian Mc Cormick Sport and 
Leisure 
Blaneys Store Kerrykeel 
Boyces Centra Carriagrt 
Archway Flowers 
Friel ATV Sales&Quad Break-
ers 

A.M.G Hair&Makeup 
Homeland Kerrykeel 
Rainbow Restoration 
Kerrs Butchers Kerrykeel 
The Coffee Hatch, Mc Ginleys 
Bar 
Smyths Daleside 
Gaeil Fhánada 
David Connors Machinery & 
Trailers 
Knockalla Caravan and Camp-
ing Park
Carrigart Pharmacy 
Portsalon Luxury Camping 
John T McElwee
Martin Sweeney Premier Em-
broidery 
M. Gallagher Landscaping 
Martin McCarron Plant Hire 
Richard Dufffy PVC Windows 
& Doors 

Brendan Devenney’s charity ball raises €17,000
 

Brendan Devenney who raised €17,000 through his second charity ball in November, pictured with his sis-
ters, Arlene and Maria. Also included are Aidan Cannon, organising committee, Conor McEniff, Mount Errigal 
Hotel, and Alan Foley, organising committee.

The second “DV Charity Ball” held by former 
Donegal footballer, Brendan Devenney, in No-
vember raised €17,000 for three charity organ-
isations. The proceeds of the fundraiser will go 
to Plan International, Donegal Hospice and Ep-

ilepsy Ireland.
   Extending his thanks to everyone who sup-
ported the event, Brendan said: “I am extremely 
grateful to all those who were so kind and gen-
erous with their time, money, and sponsorship. I 

held the first charity ball 
in 2021 which raised 
€24,000, and I decided 
to organise a second at 
the end of last year. So, 
we’ve managed to raise 
€41,000 for charity and 
I have been blown away 
by the goodness of peo-
ple.”

  “On the back of the 
success of the first ball 
in 2021, Plan was able to 
sponsor 21 children and 
make a real and lasting 
difference to their lives. 
And I’m delighted that 
we are still carrying on 
that good work.
 “We had a great night’s 
crack in the Mount Err-
igal Hotel at the ball 
and I’m thrilled that we 
raised another signifi-
cant sum for three wor-
thy causes. During my 
trip to Togo last year, I 
saw first-hand the great 
work that Plan Inter-

national does,” the GAA 
pundit added.
  Plan International work 
tirelessly on girls’ rights 
and equality in the most 
disadvantaged and mar-
ginalised communities 
and regions of the world. 
Plan also facilitates the 
sponsoring boys and girls 
to give them education, 
a future with hope and 
at the same time helping 
their entire community.
“I started helping with 
Plan in 2018 by sponsor-
ing children myself and 
then I wanted to help the 
charity itself in some way. 
I’d fast a day and spon-
sor a child and showed 
ways of how €22 could 
be saved in a month and 
used to sponsor a child. 
Closer to home, Donegal 
Hospice and Epilepsy Ire-
land continue to do such 
fantastic work and I am 
glad that they are bene-
fitting from the ball, too,” 
he added.
 
  
 
 

Declan Meehan, independent candidate 
in the Milford Electoral Area, has wel-
comed an allocation of €25,000 from the 
Heritage Council for repair and conser-
vation work on the Gallowglass Com-
munity Centre, formerly the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church building. 
“I am delighted to have secured this 
funding, which builds on previous work 
carried out on the Gallowglass Commu-
nity Centre to ensure its development 
into a modern, fit-for-purpose com-
munity facility for the locality” Meehan 
said. 
The money will go towards vital work 
being carried out on the roof, which 

began this week. The Heritage Coun-
cil commenting on the funding said 
“This project represents good value. The 
proposed repairs will arrest decay of 

the building and allow for a variety of 
well-considered community uses.”
“The need for additional community 
space in Milford was something I high-
lighted back in 2019, and since then I 
have been working on that for the peo-
ple in the area” Meehan said. “The Gal-
lowglass Community Centre is already 
a hive of activity with something for 
everyone – all activities that wouldn’t be 
taking place in Milford otherwise, from 
the Baby & Toddler Group to the Active 
Retirement Group. To date I have se-
cured almost a quarter of a million euro 
for this facility, with big plans for its fu-
ture development.”
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Variety Concert
 Milford Reformed Presbyterian Church will host 
a Variety Concert on Friday 24th May at 7.30pm 
at Unit 1&2 Milford Business Park F92PN5D. 
All proceeds are in aid of the Donegal Branch of 
the Irish Guide Dogs. Among those performing 
are Colmcille Harp Ensemble, Irish Dancer, Ian 
Smith, Martin Crossin on Uilleann Pipes, Fion-
nalla McMenamin and Emma Burns. Book your 
tickets on Milford & District Resource Centre 
Facebook page for the Klubfunder link or pay a 
the Door. Tickets cost €10 all welcome.
Table Quiz
 Milford Community Playgroup will host a table 
quiz in the Travellers Inn, Milford on Thursday 
30th May at 8.00pm. Table of four is €20, fun 
night with raffle and prizes, everyone welcome.

50/50 Draw 
 The next draw will take place on Sunday 2nd June 
in the Hi-da-way Bar for a guaranteed Jackpot 
of €1000. Tickets on sale at €2 each or 3 for €5. 
Tickets can be bought online on Klubfunder or by 
Revolut to Noel Gillespie 086 8224091 and Martin 
Roarty on 087 9129691 and various outlets in the 
town.
Playgroup celebrates 40 Years
 Milford Community Playgroup are celebrating 
their 40 year anniversary this September. The or-
ganising committee are busy planning the event 
which will take place in the Milford Parochial 
Hall on Saturday 21st September. The commit-
tee are looking for old photographs / memora-
bilia from over the years, newspaper clippings 
etc. All items submitted will be photocopied and 

returned. Please leave 
these into the playschool 
or email  milfordcom-
munityplaygroupltd@
hotmail.com  by 18th of 
June 2024.
Mission Hall
 Speakers at the Mil-
ford Mission Hall which 
takes place on the first 
Sunday of each month 
at 8pm are as follows 
Sunday 2nd June Wills 
Lynch; 7th July Beach 
Mission Team.
Golf Society
 The Hi-da-way Golf 
Society will hold their 
next outing on Saturday 
22nd June to Foyle Golf 
Club, Derry. Contact 
Captain David Bonner 
085 8320260 or Eugene 
McCafferty 087 7704149 
for further details. 
Milford Over 65’s
 The Milford Over 65’s 
Group is back up and 
running again and peo-
ple from all areas are 
more than welcome to 
attend. We meet up every 
Friday from 11am to 
1pm in the Supper Room 
of the Community Hall 
on the Kilmacrennan 
Road. New members are 
always welcome.
Cash for Clobber 
 Scoil Mhuire National 
School, Milford will host 
their Cash for Clobber 
Fundraiser from Mon-
day 20th – Thursday 
23rd May. All items are 
to be left at the Morn-
ing Drop Off between 
9.15am – 9.30am. Par-
ents / guardians and 
people in the commu-
nity are encouraged to 
contribute their used or 
unwanted clothing items 
and place items in a 
strong bin bag. All items 
of general clothing, Old 
schoolbags, Shoes (tied 
in pairs), Hats and Belts, 
Towels and Curtains. 
“For hygiene reasons pil-
lows and duvets are not 
accepted: If these times 
do not suit, please con-
tact the school office  on 

Medals for Martin Kerr at European Masters

The Kelly Property Management Ltd. team who won the Inter-Firms 5k Road Race in Letterkenny where the 
presentation of the trophy was made by LAC Chairperson Raymond Birch.

 Great news from Porto Santo, 
Portugal, is that Martin Kerr has 
won a bronze individual medal 
0/70 at the European Masters non 
stadia event last Friday.
In hot blustery conditions he ran 
a fantastic 45.31 to claim bronze.. 
38 seconds away from silver. 
He did have the honour of lead-
ing his Irish team to silver team 
medals.
 In the 3 x 2km cross country re-
lay the next day, his 0/70 team fin-
ished 3rd. 
A great haul of medals for Martin 
over the 2 weeks…. 3 bronze and 
a silver.
Kilmacrennan NS 5km
The Kilmacrennan NS 5km was 
held on Friday evening last and 
the Club results included -
Damian McBride 19.59; George 
Grier 19.59; Michael McHugh 
20.47; Shaun Boyce 20.47; Danny 
McLaughlin 21.04; Christopher 
Murray 22.26; John Ward 23.57; 
Theodore Neilis (Juvenile), 25.36.
Lifford Strabane Half
 Lifford Strabane Half Marathon 
on Sunday saw a stellar run from 
Marty Lynch to finish 2nd overall 
in 1.13.10; Joe Gibbons was 15th 
overall in 1.18.25; John Whoris-
key with 1.19.56 in 18th place; 

Stephen Devlin ran 1.24.05 in 25th place; Johnny O Doherty ran a 
pb of 1.25.20 for 31st place; Danny McLaughlin ran 1.33.06; Barry 
Coyle on 1.33.21.
 A remarkable run from club newcomer, Karen McAteer as she 
ran a pb of 1.44.23 and finished 9th in the ladies 0/40 category. 
Christopher Doherty also took a big chunk off his previous pb to 
run 1.56.15 and Patrick Shiels was 1.55.50.
Ayrhill NS Ramelton 5k
 This Thursday the 23rd the Ayrhill NS Ramelton 5k takes place at 
7.30pm with registration from 6pm at the Mackemie Hall, Church 
Street.

074 91 53494 to arrange 
another drop-off time. 
Rosary at Mount Mari-
an Grotto
 The Holy Rosary will be 
prayed every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
at 6pm at Our Lady’s 
Grotto, Mount Marian, 
Milford for the Month 
of May. All are welcome. 
Masses
 Mass times in St Peter’s 
Church, Milford this 
week are Thursday 23rd 
May 10.00am, Friday 
24th May 10am; Satur-
day 25th May at 7.30pm; 
Sunday 26th May at 
11.00am.
 Mass times in Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church, Ker-
rykeel on Saturday 25th 
May at 6pm.
Graveyard Mass Dates
 The annual Graveyard 
Mass at Tully Cemetery 
will take place on Sun-
day 28th July at 3pm 
and Graveyard Mass at 
Milford Cemetery will 
take places on Sunday 
4th August 2024 at 3pm. 
Gallowglass Centre
 The Gallowglass Com-
munity Centre is avail-
able for birthday party 
bookings on Saturdays 
and Sundays, as well as 
early evenings during 
the week. Contact the 
MDRC office for more 
info on 0749153736 or 
Emma Lou on  emma-
lou@mdrc.ie.
There are many activi-
ties taking place at the 
centre each week and 
for further information 
on classes and activi-
ties, contact the MDRC 
office for more info on 
0749153736 or Emma 

€25,000 Heritage Council Funding for Milford

An Appreciation
Mary Gallagher RIP

I was shocked and saddened to hear of the sudden and untimely 
passing of Mary Gallagher, Gortlee, Letterkenny at her home re-
cently. She was a well known member of the community both in 
Letterkenny and surrounding areas. Mary was a familiar face at a 
lot of functions around the town and further afield. She loved the 
company of people and interacted with everyone. The last function 
I met her at was in the Arena 7 on the 16th April last. She went on 
the Ramelton Care of the Aged trip to Donegal Town, Killybegs and 
Glenties last June and thoroughly enjoyed the day. She will always be 
remembered by all her friends and everyone who knew her. May her 
gentle soul rest in peace

Yours sincerely - Mary Durning New Mills, Ramelton
 (Member of the Ramelton Care of the Aged Committtee). 

Lou on emmalou@mdrc.ie.

Barrett included for Sweden 
games

Milford woman Amber Barrett has been named 
in the  Republic of Ireland squad of 26 for the 
double header of European Championship qual-
ifiers against Sweden. Barrett is currently playing 
her club football with Standard Liège in Belgium. 
She is joined in the squad by St. Johnston’s Ty-
ler Toland, and Erin McLaughlin (Greencastle) 
while Anna Patton who has strong family ties in 
the Falcarragh area is also included. The Donegal 
women will be linking up with manager Eileen 
Gleeson’s squad this weekend ahead of the first 
Sweden game at the Aviva Stadium on Friday 
May 31st, before travelling to Stockholm for the 
return game the following Tuesday.

Martin Kerr (centre) with Irish colleagues in the 3x2km relay.
Fun Night with Raffle & Prizes
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Car Park at Milford SchoolCar Park at Milford School

More playgrounds needed for children in the Milford LEA – Aaron Sweeney

First Minister O’Neill launches Sinn Féin’s election campaign

Mark Sweeney accepting the Milford 
United 50/50 Jackpot prize of €1000 
for his sister Orla Sweeney, The Ross, 
Fanad from Martin Roarty following the 
April 50/50 Draw. The next draw will take 
place on Sunday 2nd June for a guaran-
teed jackpot of €1000. 

Cllr. John O’Donnell pictured at the car 
park at Scoil Mhuire in Milford. Up to 
twelve cars can park across from the 
main entrance to the school and Cllr. 
O’Donnell sourced the land and provid-
ed the funding to construct the carpark 
from his Council funding. He is delighted 
with the way it turned out providing for 
safe park for teachers, staff and visitors.

Death of 
Michael McAteer

Doncaster and Carland

 The death 
took place 
the 15th 
of January 
of Michael 
D a n i e l 
M c At e e r 
in Doncas-
ter.  Mick 
was born 
in Don-
caster on 
the 29th of 
April 1950 
to parents 
D o r e e n 
and Pat-
rick. He 
was one of 
five children with siblings, Julie, John, Berna-
dette and Maria. Mick grew up in Edlington 
and lived there all his life. 
 Mick spent as many weeks as he could on 
holidays in his beloved Carland, Kerrykeel. 
He visited his cousins, Martin and Danny 
McVey and their families. He loved it there 
and it became his second home. He was a 
well-known character in the Kerrykeel area, 
he enjoyed meeting friends from the village 
and got to know so many of the locals over 
the past 40 years.
 Mick loved attending a Donegal game when-
ever he was here on holiday. Mick was foot-
ball mad, he just loved the game and has been 
a Liverpool supporter all of his life. He was 
also a very passionate Ireland supporter.
Mick was a kind, considerate and loving 
man, who would do anything for his family 
and friends. Mick was looking forward to re-
turning to Ireland and had the boat booked 
for his next trip in January but unfortunately 
it was not to be. Sadly, Mick passed away, on 
the 15th of January, aged 73. 
He will be greatly missed by all who loved 
him. Mick is now reunited with those gone 
before him and although he has left a big 
hole in the heart of those who love him, he 
has also left many cherished memories and a 
legacy that will last a lifetime.
Mass will be offered in Mick’s memory in St. 
Columba’s Church, Massmount on Saturday 
25th of May at 7 p.m. with interment of ashes 
in the family plot in the adjoining cemetery 
afterwards.

An increase in funding is needed to deliver more 
playgrounds that will benefit communities with-
in the Milford LEA,  Fine Gael candidate Aaron 
Sweeney has said.
  Mr. Sweeney is calling for more funding from 
Government to help Donegal County Coun-
cil meet the cost of large-scale new playground 
projects and also to expand and upgrade existing 
playgrounds.  
 Sweeney said: “I know how important these spac-
es are in terms of physical and mental well-being 
for the whole family. The Department of Rural 

and Community Development provides signif-
icant funding towards the establishment and 
improvement of playgrounds through various 
schemes that it operates.

 “The Capital Grant and Play Recreation scheme 
operated by the Department of Children, Equali-
ty, Disability and Youth, supports Local Authori-
ties in improving access to quality play and recre-
ation facilities within our communities.
“It offers funding of up to €18,000 per project, 
with a total of €450,000 awarded to 29 councils 

last year.
“However, this funding is contingent on Done-
gal County Council matching funding of at least 
25% of the amount provided by the department, 
which could be a barrier particularly as construc-
tion and material costs are on the rise.
“This is why more funding is required from Gov-
ernment with an increased cap for project awards 
to ensure Donegal County Council can deliv-
er playgrounds and play spaces where they are 
needed.
“Concerns have been expressed regarding equip-

ment in some public playgrounds falling into 
disrepair and upgrading or replacing these pieces 
can be challenging and some councils can find it 
difficult getting projects off the ground.
“This is why a boost in funding and a change to 
the criteria for the Play and Recreation Scheme 
would be ideal.
“Playgrounds are vital spaces for our children and 
families in the wider Milford LEA and Fine Gael 
is committed to their future development and to 
delivering stronger and safer communities,” Aar-
on Sweeney said.

Aaron Sweeney with his grandfather Manus Sweeney handing in nomination papers at county house in Lifford 
to Returning Officer Paul McGill.

Milford Utd. 
50/50

At the Radisson Blu Hotel in Letterkenny on 
Sunday, First Minister Michelle O’Neill officially 
launched Donegal Sinn Féin’s local election cam-
paign.
Sinn Féin will be running the biggest team ever for 
the elections to Donegal County Council with 18 
candidates across the county.
With 19 days to go before the local and European 
elections on June 7th, hundreds gathered to hear 
the First Minister give a keynote speech.
European election candidate Chris Mac Manus also 
gave a speech outlining, among other things, his 

desire to address rural decline and regional imbal-
ance.
Also in attendance were Deputies Pearse Doherty 
and Pádraig Mac Lochlainn.
Maria Doherty Sinn Féin candidate in the Milford 
LEA said that it was an honour to be standing for 
the party with 17 other fellow candidates, who all 
hope to get elected to Donegal County Council.   
“This election is hugely important as rural Ireland 
needs to see investment in so many areas, social 
housing, health services, roads, community facili-
ties, childcare and the only way this is going to hap-

pen is if SF are elected so that we have the strongest 
possible representation in local councils who will 
then work with a SF government”. 
She said that this is what being ready to deliver 
change is about, it means building homes, tackling 
the cost of living, delivering a better health service, 
making child care affordable and delivery of a real 
and accessible 100% redress scheme for defective 
block home owners.
 If elected Maria committed to working hard for 
her community to deliver on housing, health and 
investment for rural communities.

Maria Doherty who is contesting the Local Elections for Sinn Féin in the Milford Electoral Area pictured with Michelle O’Neill, Deputies Padraig MacLochlainn and Pearse 
Doherty, Chris McManus MEP and friends and family at the launch.

Letterkenny Athletic Club Notes 
The Hickey, Clarke & Langan Inter Firms 5km took place on Tuesday the 14th 
May from Diver’s Hyundai on Canal Road, Letterkenny. 
LAC’s Mark McPaul ran an excellent time of 15.43 to win the race. Mark was 
running with Enterprise Rent a Car while Noeleen Scanlon was the first mem-
ber to cross the line in 17:04 followed by Michael Harkin in 17:14 running 
with St. Eunan’s. Enda McLaughlin ran 17:56 with Zeus, Cian Friel ran 17:58 
with Donegal County Council, Dessie Sheils ran 18:09, Luke Daly 18:38, Luke 
Sweeney ran 19:05 with St. Eunan’s, Callum Keaveny ran 19:12, Caolan Spratt 
ran 19:14 with St. Eunan’s, Aidan McKenna ran 19:24,   Barry Mackey ran 
19:53, Colly O’Donnell ran 20:05 with Sweeney’s Spar, Paul Toner ran 20:21 
with the ATU, Mark McFadden ran 20:54 with Glenveagh, Frances Judge ran 
21:56, Frank Pinder ran 23:32 with TCS, Denis Gallagher ran 29:46 and Claire 
Price ran 29:47.
  Congratulations to LAC’s Ann Marie McGlynn who raced in London in the 
Highgate “Night of 10,000m PBs”. Ann Marie crossed the line in 33:17.
 Well done to club members who competed in the Strabane half marathon.   
Philip McHugh ran an outstanding time of 1:14:01, Kieran Crawford 1:23:02, 

Alvaro Azpetitia 1.31.04, Ciaran O’Donnell 1:36:46, Margaret Shiels 1:49:51, 
Ray McDermott 1:52:25, Conor McDaid 1:56:31, while Diane Bustard ran 
2:10:03. 
 LAC Fit 4 Life ran super times of 1.50.22 and 2:07:19 in the relays.
 In the National 5k which was held in the Phoenix Park Dublin LAC’s senior 
men’s team were crowned National Senior 5k silver medallists.
  There was a clean sweep in the over 35’s category in the National 5k cham-
pionships with Danny Mooney, Mark Greenan and Eoghain McGinley taking 
1st, 2nd & 3rd place respectively. Also, congratulations to Ciaran Doherty who 
was the winner of the over 45’s category.  
 Kilmacrennan National School hosted a 5km road race and Paul Toner was the 
first LAC member to cross the line in a time of 20:17 while Monica McGran-
aghan was first female home in 20:38.  Stephen Shiels ran 20:45, Gary Price 
21:33 and Samuel Rankin ran 24:10.

 LAC meets Tuesday 5.15pm and at 6.30pm for an interval running session, 
Thursday evening for a hill run at 6pm, Saturday morning at 9.30am for a tem-
po run and Sunday at 8am for a long run. 
 All runs start at the Aura. All levels catered for and encouraged.

Fine Gaels Aaron Sweeney buying a ticket in the Downings GAA Club Helicopter Ball Drop Draw at the launch 
on Saturday with officials Eoin Byrne, Hugo McClafferty and Kevin Gallagher.
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Brian McCormick Cup Final

Keadue and Letterkenny Rovers 
in McCormick Final

Jim Sheridan guest at FAI Cup 50th event 

Long Kerry trip for Harps

The Brian McCormick Cup Final will take place 
this Sunday and will see Letterkenny Rovers take 
on Keadue Rovers at Diamond Park with a 1pm 
start. Extra-time and penalties will be on standby 
to decide the outcome if necessary. 
 On paper Keadue will be the slight favourites 
by virtue of finishing third in the Premier while 
Letterkenny won Division and will be joining the 
Central Park outfit in the top flight next season. 
However, it must be factored in that Rovers were 
an Ulster Senior League side only two years ago 
and when they made an application to join the 
Donegal Junior they were given a place in Divi-
sion 1.
So Stephen McConnell’s men will fancy their 
chances of completing a double after the heart-
break of losing the Ulster Junior Cup Final last 
month against Buncrana Hearts. They have expe-
rience and quality in the form of Chris Malseed, 
Dean McCarry, Christy Conaghan, Joel Gorman, 
Nathan Plumb and Lee McMonagle. Keadue had 
a decent league campaign and will be looking to 
build on that now. The likes of Paul ‘Yank’ Boyle, 
Brendan McCafferty, Martin Ferry, Chris Greene, 
Peter McGee and former Finn Harps player Mark 
Forker provides the team with a strong backbone 
to go for McCormick Cup glory on Sunday.
McMonagle’s extra late winner
Letterkenny Rovers booked their place in the de-
cider eventually overcoming Kildrum Tigers in 
Ballyare last Sunday. It took a late Lee McMonagle 

goal in the second period of extra-time to secure 
the win for Stephen McConnell’s side. The Tigers 
had to go into extra-time with just ten men after 
Frankie McBrearty was sent off just before the fi-
nal whistle. Letterkenny Rovers - Mark Anthony 
McGinley; David O’Donnell (Nathan Bonner), 
Chris Malseed, Dean McCarry, Caolan McCon-
nell (Ryan Lonergan); Joel Gorman, Henry Welles 
(Adam Murphy), Christy Conaghan, Lee Mc-
Monagle, Nathan Plumb (Tim Callaghan), Gareth 
Doherty. Ref: Mick Lagan 
Keadue quality sees off Tigers
Keadue Rovers had a 3-0 win over Cappry Rovers 
in the second semi-final also played at Diamond 
Park on Sunday. The scorers were Brendan Mc-
Cafferty, Chris Greene and Mark Forker. Brendan 
McCafferty who was a member of the Donegal 
Junior League side that reached the Oscar Traynor 
Cup semi-final put the Rosses outfit in front from 
an early free-kick. Another free-kick early in the 
second half converted by Chris Greene gave Kea-
due a nice cushion. Veteran Forker, another mem-
ber of the Donegal Oscar Traynor team rounded 
off the scoring, Cappry played the final few min-
utes with ten men following a sending-off.   
Keadue Rovers - Caolon Bonner; Matthew Smith, 
Martin Ferry, Paul Boyle, Brendan McCaffer-
ty; Maurice McGee, Aidan Brennan, Michael 
Greene, Mark Forker, Peter McGee, Chris Greene. 
Subs used: David Ward, Matthew Comiskey, Jor-
dan Saville. 

 Finn Harps face a long trip to Tralee this Friday 
for their second meeting of the season with bot-
tom of the table Kerry F.C. Harps were in Dublin 
last Friday night to play UCD so with the Kerry 
journey all being done in the one day it’s going 
to be a serious test of the physical and mental 
strength of a part-time squad.
 Harps will be minus captain Tony McNamee, 
arguably their best player so far in the campaign. 
The Ramelton man is getting this Saturday so 
Murphy has a big gap to fill in the middle of the 
park as McNamee has posed the team’s most le-
thal attacking threat with five goals so far in 2024.
David Crawley and Ryan Rainey will have to 
take on the big responsibility of ensuring that the 
visitors are well organised in the middle of the 
park and hope that the likes of Success Edogun, 
Sean O’Donnell and Max Johnston can finish the 
chances created.
 Harps will see this as a potential chance to get 

another three away points but equally Kerry will 
sense some vulnerability in the visitors with Mc-
Namee absent as he has started every game this 
season.  
If fit Conor Tourish is likely to come back into the 
reckoning for a starting place. Tourish had been 
introduced in the second half of the Longford 
game a fortnight ago but then missed the UCD 
match. The central defender had missed the pre-
vious three games due to injury. It’s timely with 
Mattie Matkinson facing a suspension.
When the two sides met in Ballybofey on Friday 
23rd, manager Murphy certainly wasn’t happy 
with the 0-0 draw.against second from bottom 
Kerry. While the hosts had their fair share of pos-
session the performance in the final third of the 
field was poor. The visitors did have chances and 
could easily have left Finn Park with their first 
win of the season. Kerry came north with just two 
draws from their opening five games. 

Draw against Students

UCD 3-3 Finn Harps
Finn Harps had to settle for a draw on Friday at 
the Belfield Bowl after taking the lead three times 
in the game which included an 86th minute pen-
alty converted by Success Edogun that looked to 
have sealed a big win for the visitors against the 
side second in the table. But two minutes into 
injury Eanna Clancy headed home to secure the 
hosts a share of the spoils. In an overall context a 
draw was probably a fair result but Darren Mur-
phy will be disappointed that his men didn’t hold 
out for a victory that would have made their place 
in the top five more comfortable as the halfway 
stage of the season approaches. 

Murphy made three personnel changes from 
the Longford win with Tim Heimer replaced in 
goals by Conor Walsh, Darragh Coyle came in 
for Jamie Watson in the right side of defence and 
Sean O’Donnell was preferred to Patrick Ferry in 
a wide midfield role. Heimer and Watson were 
out due to a bug while Conor Tourish wasn’t fit to 
travel either and it left the manager with just five 
subs which included 15-year-old Gavin McAteer 
on his first away trip. 
Harps got off to a dream start with O’Donnell 
finding the back of the net in the first minute. 
However it was short lived as Donal Higgins got 
the Students back on level terms for the first time 

on the night from a free-kick. Edogun put the vis-
itors in front again on 35 minutes, latching onto a 
ball down the left wing before cutting in to shoot 
low across Kian Moore to the far corner of the 
goal. UCD with former Dundalk and Shamrock 
Rovers star Ronan Finn playing his first match of 
the season dominated the territorial stakes in the 
early stages of the second half and got their reward 
just before the hour mark when Ciaran Behan’s 
low shot crept past Walsh with the aid of a deflec-
tion.  Harps came a little more into the game after 
that and they also got the sniff of a scoring oppor-
tunity on 76 minutes when impressive central de-
fender Noe Babe made a good interception inside 
his own half and while his pass was good it was 
just long enough for keeper Moore to race from 
his goal and clear ahead of the imposing presence 
of big Edogun. 
At the other end on 81 minutes the home side 
missed two decent chances in quick succession 
following a corner. Then on 86 minutes the visi-
tors regained the lead for a third time when the 
referee after a bit of a delay pointed to the penalty 
spot somewhat controversially following what he 
judged was a foul on Baba. Edogun confidently 

converted the spot-kick, sending the keeper the 
wrong way. 
So it was all looking good for a big victory for the 
visitors against the side second in the table. But, 
there was to be another twist on 92 minutes Ean-
na Clancy got the end of a free-kick from the half-
way line to loop a header over Walsh to salvage 
a draw for William O’Connor’s side.  The result 
keeps Harps fourth in the stable ahead of the long 
journey to Tralee this Friday to take on Kerry F.C.
Finn Harps -  Conor Walsh; Darragh Coyle, Mat-
thew Makinson, Noe Baba, Luke O’Brien; David 
Cawley, Ryan Rainey (Stephen Doherty 65); Suc-
cess Edogun, Tony McNamee, Sean O’Donnell; 
Max Johnston (Patrick Ferry 57). Not used: Oisin 
Cooney (Gk), Gavin McAteer, Shane McMonagle.

Harps Lotto
There were no jackpot winners in the Finn Harps 
Super 4 Lotto draw for 16th May.   The numbers 
drawn were  1, 7, 26, 27. The next draw takes place 
on Thursday 23rd May and the jackpot is €10,000.
There were two match 3 winners this week 
each winning €100 each - Danny McLaughlin, 
Creeslough; Phil Cahill, Convoy.

 Rathmullan native Jim Sheridan was one of the guests at an event 
in Dublin on Friday evening celebrating 50 years since the histor-
ic Finn Harps FAI Cup triumph in 1974. Sheridan was captain of 
the team managed by Patsy McGowan that defeated St. Patrick’s 
Athletic in the final.  Other guests included former Republic of 
Ireland star Shay Given and current senior women’s international 
player Tyler Toland. The event was compered by Tommy Martin. It 
was hosted by the Donegal Dublin Business Network and the Finn 
Harps Supporters Club Dublin Branch and took place in the O’Neill 
Lounge in the UCD Student Centre before the Harps game at the 
Belfield Bowl which ended 3-3. 

The club also gave an update on the new stadium and again details 
of the funding arrangements for €7.3 million development were 
outlined but the need to sell the current Finn Park barely barely got 
a mention.
 That was surprising considering that earlier in the week legendary 
Finn Harps manager Patsy McGowan said that the trustees of Finn 
Park cannot be pressured into selling the ground in order to help 
complete the building of the new stadium in Stranorlar.
 At a public meeting in Ballybofey last month Finn Harps F.C. said 
that the current ground had to be sold to complete the funding 
of the new development. McGowan was responding to that news 

when he told the Tribune that Finn Park is the home of senior foot-
ball in Donegal and that’s where the money should be spent in up-
grading the current stadium with a new all-seater stand replacing 
the current corrugated tin structure.
“It’s a no-brainer to do an upgrade job on the current Finn Park 
which has been home to Harps since they entered the League of 
Ireland in 1969. The Stranorlar site is not fit for purpose. It’s wet 
ground and doesn’t have the infrastructure around it that Finn Park 
has with the car parks right beside it. The reason the club is trying 
now to sell Finn Park is because they can’t raise the money to help 
build the new stadium” McGowan told the Tribune last week.

In Memoriam

Planning Notice

Meehan
Gerry

Letterkenny 
In loving memory of 
Gerry who died on 
26th of May, 2021.

A silent thought
A little prayer

For someone special 
in God's care.

Fondly remembered 
by your sister-in-law 
Nora and family.

McGinley
Frances

Moylehill, Milford
2nd Anniversary

In loving memory of a dear 
wife, mother and grand-
mother who died on the 25th 
May 2022

Today’s the anniversary of 
the day that I lost you

And for a time it felt as though 
my life had ended too

But loss has taught me many things
 and now I face each day

With hope and happy memories 
to help me on my way

And though I’m full of sadness 
that you’re no longer here

Your influence still guides me 
and I still feel you near

What we shared will never die 
it lives within my heart

Bringing strength and comfort 
while we are apart.

Always remembered and sadly missed by your  
husband Gerald

~~~~~
God saw you getting tired 
and a cure was not to be

So he put His arms around you 
and whispered “Come with me”
With tearful eyes we watched you 

and saw you pass away
Although we loved you dearly 
we could not make you stay

A golden heart stopped beating
hard working hands to rest

God broke our hearts to prove 
to us He only takes the best.

Loved and missed everyday by Lorraine and Shane, 
Paul and Shauna, Ciaran and Fiona,   Gerald and 
Ceara, and Veronica.

~~~~~
We're so grateful that you were our Granny

 You filled our lives with so much love 
and precious memories

You will always be loved and forever missed.

Love from your grandchildren and great grandchildren
~~~~~

In loving memory of a dear sister Frances.

The most wonderful sister that ever lived
Whatever she had she was willing to give

Always happy, so kind and content
Loved and respected where ever she went

Treasure her Lord as she takes a rest
For she was our sister and one of the best. 

Loved and sadly missed by your brother Gerard, 
sister-in-law Kathleen, nephew Gary, niece Gem-
ma, Jason and Jake, Ramelton. 

~~~~~
In loving memory of a dear sister Frances.

A daily thought, a silent tear
A constant wish that you were here
In our hearts you will always stay
Loved and remembered everyday.

Always loved and missed by your brother Pat, 
Bernie and family.

~~~~~
In loving memory of a dear sister Frances. 

Your life was a blessing
 your memory a treasure

You’re loved beyond words 
and missed beyond measure. 

Deeply missed by your brother Joe and Olive. 
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on                
Saturday 25th May in St Peter’s Church,                
Milford at 7.30pm.

Shevlin
Altaheeran, Downings

In loving memory of our dear father who died 
on the 11th May 1996 and our dear mother who 
died on the 9th May 2000.

A silent thought, a little prayer
for special parents now in God's care.

Always remembered by your loving family    
Sophia, Mary, Stephen, Eddie and families
Anniversary Mass in St John the Baptist Church 

Carrigart at 6pm on Saturday the 25th May.

Michael
27th Anniversary

Mary Anne
23rd Anniversary

Crerand 
P.J.

Kilmacrennan Road, 
Milford

14th Anniversary
In loving memory of a 
precious son, brother and 
uncle who died on 24th 
May 2010.

A place in my heart is yours alone, a piece of 
love no one else can own

Deep in my heart your memory is kept 
for a son I loved and will never forget.
I long for face and voice that is gone, 

we think of your sayings and picture your smile
You left behind some aching hearts that loved 

you most sincere, 
we will never forget you PJ Dear xxx

 
Loved and sadly missed every day Mum xxx.

~~~~~
PJ
If we could visit Heaven, even for a day maybe 

for a moment the pain would go away
I'd put my arms around you and whisper words 

so true that living my life without 
you is the hardest thing to do

No matter how we spend our days
no matter what we do

No morning dawns or evening falls 
when we don't think of you.

Sadly missed and loved by brother Gary and  
Tanya xx

~~~~~
To uncle P.J.

Ever since you left me I've always thought of 
you, and forever in my heart

 I'll always think of you
Hugs and kisses sent to Heaven above.

 
Love always Ellen and Odhrán xxx.

~~~~~
In secret we weep, in silence we cry
As each lonely hour and day pass by

There's only one thought that eases our pain
And it's knowing that one day 

we'll be together again.

Missed everyday and loved by your brother 
Shaun and Elisha, Michaella, Kodie, Caolin, 
Tiernan, Kayden and Kacie Leigh xxx

~~~~~
Just a prayer from a family who loved you

Just a memory fond and true
In our hearts you will live forever
For we thought the world of you

Sadly missed by Eddie, Eilish and family xxx.
~~~~~

A date that's filled with sadness 
returns to us each May,

To mark the day you left us 
in such a sudden way,

No matter how life changes
no matter what we do,

A special place within our hearts
 is always kept for you.

Love always Deirdre, Kieran, Roisin and            
Jacqueline xxx

Anniversary Mass on Sunday 26th May at 
11.00am in St. Peter's Church, Milford. 

Remembering in our prayers 
the McBride family at this time.

Donegal County Council
The Racecourse, Kilmacrennan, Letterkenny PO
I, Stephen O’Donnell am applying to Donegal County 
Council for planning permission for the construction 

of eight number dwelling 
houses in the form of four 
Semi-Detached units with 
connection to existing ser-
vices and all associated 
site development works at 
The Racecourse, Kilmac-
rennan, Letterkenny PO, 
Co. Donegal in the town-
land of Kilmacrennan. 

 The planning applica-
tion may be inspected 
or purchased, at a fee 
not exceeding the rea-
sonable cost of making 
a copy, at the offices of 
the Planning Authority, 
County House, The Di-
amond, Lifford, Coun-
ty Donegal during the 
public opening hours of 
the Planning Authority 
and that a submission or 
observation in relation 
to the application may 
be made to the Planning 
Authority, in writing, 
on payment of the pre-
scribed fee of €20 with-
in the period of 5 weeks 
beginning on the date 
of receipt of the appli-
cation by the Planning 
Authority.

Swilly Rovers players receiving awards at the Club Presentations - Ciaran Kelly Player of the Year; Darragh McDaid Young Player of the Year and Shane McNamee Players Player of the Year, Top Scorer, Best Goal with Paul 
Callan and Laurence Toland.

Success Edogun in action for Harps in Belfield on Friday.
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Mevagh Car Wash 
and Coffee Morning

 There will be a fundraising Car Wash and Coffee 
Morning held at the Bewglass Centre Carrigart on 
Saturday 25th May from 10am to 2pm. All pro-
ceeds are in aid of the  Mevagh Day Centre and 
Mevagh Voluntary Fire Service. 

niall

blaney
7TH JUNE 2024

e u r o p e  m a t t e r s

VOTE

NO.1

Please continue your preference for
Lisa Chambers and Barry Cowen

Jiu Jitsu success in European Masters

 A group of Donegal competitors claimed a haul 
of medals at the annual European Jiu Jitsu Cham-
pionships held in Barcelona last weekend. 
They claimed a total of five podium finishes in-
cluding three gold medals.
Four of these competitors train out of Rilion Gra-
cie Ireland headquarters in Letterkenny under 
head coach Brian ‘Barney’ Coyle from Ramelton 
and one out of Rilion Gracie Ireland Donegal 
Town under coach Bryan Gorman .
Among the gold medal winners was Tony David-
son took gold in the blue belt master 2 feather-
weight division. Tony is the well-known chef who 
run’s Fisk in Downings and this was his second 
time to claim gold at European level. 
Valentin Ciobanu took gold in the blue belt mas-
ter 3 lightweight division. 
Ardara based Igors Dedovs took gold in the brown 
belt master 2 featherweight division
Ramelton-based Bernie Coyle, the only female 
competitor of the group, secured silver in her 
bracket.
Her husband Brian Coyle took Bronze in Black 
belt master 2 light feather division.

Speaking after the event Barney stated: “This past 
weekend, we had five Rilion Gracie Ireland com-
petitors take home five European medals at the 
IBJJF International  European masters that took 
place in Barcelona. I’m very happy with everyone’s 
performance over the two day event and it is nice 
to see that we can  take home medals at this level 
as there was competitors from all over the globe 
at this event.”
He added that anyone looking to start their jour-
ney in Jiu-jitsu for self-defense or the sporting el-
ement to get in touch as new members are always 
welcome.
For more information you can follow Rilion Gra-
cie Ireland on Facebook and Instagram.

Tractor Pulling 
at Cranford

Kevin Gallagher taking part in the event getting to 75.8metres on this pull with 
Jack Hunter.

Sarah Thompson, Rathmullan, Lorraine Stevenson, Ramelton and Eimer Thompson, Rathmullan in Cranford.

Groups enjoying the Tractor Pulling Event in Cranford on Sunday.

Cllr. John O’Donnell with his daughter Molly and nephew Cillian in Cranford.

Kenneth Hegarty from Cranford organised the 
charity Tractor Pulling for Letterkenny A&E and 
St. Gabriel’s Ward in Temple Street in Cranford on 
Saturday and Sunday. Large crowds came along 
and the results are :-  
2WD 5t - 1st. Monty, 2nd. Alex Hegarty, 3rd. Kyle 
Hegarty, 4th. Hughie Boyce, 5th. Seamus O’Toole, 
6th. Damien O’Connor.
2WD 5.5t - 1st. Robert Smyth, 2nd. Kyle He-
garty, 3rd. PJ McGrath, 4th. Eoin Smyth, 5th. 
Ken Cooke, 6th. Vincent Kealey.
7.5t - 1st. John Gallagher, 2nd. Barry Brolly, 
3rd. Marc Gallagher, 4th. Francis McKeamey, 
5th. Gerard McCarron, 6th. Brendan Boyle.
8.5t - 1st. Barry Brolly, 2nd. Kevin Gallagher, 
3rd. Mark Gallagher, 4th. Chris Friel, 5th. Ja-
son Flanaghan, 6th. Ryan Hegarty.
9.5t - 1st. Barry Brolly, 2nd. Ken Cooke, 3rd. 
Johnny Hegarty, 4th. Allister Cooke, 5th. Bri-
an Doherty, 6th. Ryan Hegarty.
11.5t - 1st. Ken Cooke, 2nd. Barry Read.
14t - 1st. Allister Cooke, 2nd. Johnny Hegarty, 
3rd Barry Read.
 Thanks to the main sponsors for the week-
end -  GH Farming; The Hair Shop; Hegar-
ty Plant Hire; Hugh Boyce Haulage; D&M 
Tyres; Kevin Gallagher Agri Contracts; Brian 
Doherty Agri Contracts; Logues of Cranford; 

Christopher Friel Plant Hire; THG Contracts; 
William Peoples Timber Haulage and Shields Agri 
Spares.
Thank you for all donations that was received 
during the event and to all the locals that helped 
organise the setting up of the field and also organ-
ised parking and security through out the event. 

Alaistair Grier, Ramelton enjoying an ice cream at the event.
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VOTE No.VOTE No.  11
or highest preferenceor highest preference

Determined to deliver

Fanad

Together We Can Make It Happen

Fanad Lighthouse 
Fanad Lakes Angling
Fanad  Ju Jitsu
St. Davaddog’s NS
Swilly Mulroy Community Development
Gaeil Fhanada
Naoinra Fhanada
Fanad Youth Club
Swilly Mulroy Community Health Forum

Delighted to have helped these groups since I joined the Council

The Great Arch Walkway

The proposed new 
centre at Fanad
Lighthouse which has 
been granted planning.

ORSI Scheme Funding
The Great Arch at Pollaid  €22,000
Clar Funding 2021
St. Davaddog’s NS   €45,000
Clar Funding 2022
Rossnakill Community Hub €50,000
Clar Funding 2023
Trialough Community Centre €50,000

 

 

Kilmacrennan, Termon 
& Gartan areas

Kilmacrennan Community 
Development
Kilmacrennan Regeneration Group
Gartan Day Centre
Kilmacrennan Parent & Toddler Group
Termon GAA 
Kilmacrennan Community Hall
Kilmacrennan Celtic FC
Kilmacrennan Young at Heart
Kilmacrennan Tidy Towns
Ard na Glaise, Kilmacrennan Residents 
Assoc
Parents and Friends of Abbey Village
Kilmacrennan National School
Termon National School
An Craoibhin Termon
Kilmacrennan Community Hall
Gartan United
East Donegal Pony Club
Kilmacrennan Men’s Shed
Kilmacrennan Parish
Illistrin Schoolboys FC
Milford & District Fly Angling Club
Ballyare Text Alert Committee

No Barriers Foundation CLG
Donegal Mountain Rescue Team
Donegal County Council
Third Age Foundation CLG
Animals In Need (AIN) CLG
Turas Colmcille Camino
Errigal Cycling Club
Colmcille Gospel Choir
Donegal Motor Club CLG
Conwal Parish Church
Glen Rovers FC
Church Hill Fair Committee
Naíonra Gleann Domháin
Church Hill Community
Development Group CLG
Letterkenny Community Centre CLG
Fanad Development Association

Below is a list of the Community and Sporting 
Groups I have helped as a Councillor.

Not on the list?  Reach out and give me a 
call and get on the list for the next time!

Mary Toner, Margaret McNutt, Mary Sweeney and Kathleen Duffy

Isaac and Grace Pyper with their grandchildren Shay and Sarah

Eimear Friel with her aunt Marjorie and mother Sally

Frances O’Donnell and daughter Eileen McLaughlin

Maria Coyle with her sister Eileen McGarvey

Siobhan Cullen, Megan Coonan, Jack Coonan and Johnny Coonan at the official opening of Kernans Spar 
Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson

Staff and suppliers with Anthony Kernan as he cuts the ribbon at the official opening of Kernans Spar Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson

Maura Muire and Sharon Hunter at the offical open-
ing. Photo Clive Wasson

John and Denis Giannopvlos Rosemary and Caoimhe Begley.

Mary and Danny Cullen

John Barbour with Derek Doyle.
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Cllr. JohnCllr. John

O’Donnell
IndependentIndependent

Email - johnodonnell@donegalcoco.ie        Tel. 086 809 5820Email - johnodonnell@donegalcoco.ie        Tel. 086 809 5820
Together We Can Make It HappenTogether We Can Make It Happen

Kerrykeel, Portsalon

Kerrykeel Park Development
Portsalon Development Association
Kerrykeel Tidy Towns
Kerrykeel Presbyterian Church
Swilly Mulroy Community Development
Mulroy Underage Soccer Academy
Swilly Mulroy Community Health Forum

Together We Can Make It Happen

Delighted to have helped these groups since I joined the Council

Work in progress on Portsalon Pier which is costing over €1.5m

Kerrykeel Town Sewerage Plant 
has been upgraded and I’m 

delighted it will eliminate raw 
sewerage going into Mulroy Bay.

Below is a list of the Community and Sporting 
Groups I have helped as a Councillor.

Not on the list?  Reach out and give me a call and 
get on the list for the next time!

Ramelton, Milford 
and Ballyare areas

Ramelton Care of the Aged
Milford Tidier for all
Ballyare Text Alert Committee
Lennon Festival, Ramelton
Ramelton Table Tennis Group
Ayrhill National School
Ramelton Tennis Club
Ramelton Georgian Society
Milford United FC
Milford GAA Club
RDRC The Way Forward, Rathmullan
Ray Community Group
Milford & District Fly Angling Club
Scoil Mhuire NS, Milford
Ramelton Community Centre
Milford Athletic Club
Milford Ju Jitsu Club
Ramelton Community First Responders
Ramelton Community Playgroup
Ramelton Town Hall Development
Swilly Rovers FC
Dave Gallaher Park, Ramelton

Cranford, Carrigart, Glen 
and Downings areas

Carrigart Development Association
Naoinra na nDunaibh
Mevagh Family Resource Centre
Cranford Defibrillator
Coiste Comhneachain Rosguill
Cranford Community Games
Mulroy Underage Soccer Academy
Swilly Mulroy Health Forum
Glenree Soccer Academy
Glenree United
Fanad Lighthouse
Scoil Naomh Brid, Na Dunaibh
Downings Tidy Towns
Mevagh Development Association
Mevagh Playgroup Group
Glenree United Ladies Team
Downings GAA
Swilly Mulroy Community 
Development
Cranford Athletic Club
Cranford FC
Downings Festival
Downings Christmas Lights 
Visit Downingss

Kernans Spar Store & Seating Area openingKernans Spar Store & Seating Area opening

Special Guests Tony McNamee and Jason McCahill with Anthony Kernan and management staff Sharon Hunter, Pauric McGarvey and 
Damian Daly at the grand opening of the new Kernan’s Spar Store and Seating Area at Moorfield, Ramelton on Thursday

Andy, Rachel and Pamela McGranaghan

Deli staff - Leanne McGettigan, Fiona Duffy-Toland, Michelle O’Kane, Aisling Gallagher, Ursula Ponsonby and Lucy McGettigan

Ian McGarvey with Kathleen and Orla Stevenson

Ian McGarvey with Sammy and Sally Stewart.

Teb Lane, Mary Lane, Kit Lane, Mary Bond and Paddy Bond at the official open-
ing of Kernans Spar Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson

Rona Marley, Eleanor Marley, John Tinney, Anthony Kernan, Bridin Moore and 
Patrick McBride at the opening of Kernans Ramelton. Photo Clive Wasson

Peter Doherty, Trisia O’Donnell and Derek Doyle at the official 
opening of Kernans Spar Ramelton.  Photo Clive Wasson

Store mangaer Pauric McGarvey with his family at the official opening of Kernans Spar Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson



 A new musical 
project led by En-
nis-based singer 
and flutist Nuala 
Kennedy will see 
her joined by one 
of Donegal’ lead-
ing musicians for 
a special show this 
Saturday.
Nuala has invited 
a special guest in 
each venue she 
plays on this na-
tional tour, and for 
her Balor Theatre 
show on Satur-
day night she will 
be joined by re-
nowned Donegal fiddler & founder 
of Altan, Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh.
Shorelines is a new thematic record-
ing by Nuala, which has received ac-
claim in national press at home and 
abroad, 
She is originally from County Louth, 
but living in Ennis for several years, 
grew up playing traditional music 
in Dundalk often steps outside of 
that genre – she works with the well 
known American Bonnie Prince Bil-
ly, with whom she will tour Ireland/
UK later this year, Norman Blake 
from Teenage Fanclub and Mike 
Scott of The Waterboys, amongst 

others. 
Speaking about the tour Nuala says 
“I can’t wait to bring the music of 
Shorelines to The Balor Arts Centre. 
It has been a long time brewing in my 
mind, and now the music is out there 
and alive, and developing further 
as we perform it. The theme delves 
into the role of women in tradition-
al song, and by extension examines 
their place in society. With this tour 
we can shine a light on the work of 
some of our foremothers while also 
playing some great live music”.
The show gets underway at 8pm.
For more information see www.ba-
lorartscentre.com
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Kate Carton

 The third last cow calved safely one of the nights, producing a fine 
heifer calf. I noticed that for all her sucking the calf wasn’t filling 
out and didn’t seem satisfied. When I got the cow into the calving 
gate it turned out that she only had two spins in working order (a 
two titter) and needless to say, the calf was sucking the blind ones.

A Rathmullan Woman in exile...

The Garden of Eden has 
vanished they say…

The two horses that I sent to the sales on the 
bank hollier Monday were successfully sold, 
thanks entirely to Rachel and Ed. It’s a relief to 
be down in the numbers and down in the work-
load that they entail. 
  I’m looking forward to doing work with my sin-
gle remaining young horse and to enjoying my 
time with the pensioners. It’s a pleasure to see 
the old horses and Jenny the jinnet relaxing and 
basking in the warm sunshine after the long win-
ter. They have all given long lives of loyal service 
and pleasure to many people and I’m proud to 
be able to allow them to have a safe, comfortable 
end to their days. 
When the weather did finally give in and bright-
en up I dedicated the business end of a week 
to getting the gardening in order. I cleared out 
beds and planted in about a hundred straw-
berry cuttings, I suppose there’ll be a deluge 
of fruit all at the same time, but sure I can give 
them to friends and freeze the rest. I’m setting 
no cabbages this year because I’m fed up to the 
tonsils (if I had any) doing endless losing battle 
with the slugs and caterpillars. Himself can buy 
a cabbage if he wants it and I’ll plant bug proof 
flowers in the soil that will give pleasure for 
months. The only veggies I planted this year are 
spuds, tomatoes and lettuces; every other nook 
and cranny has handfuls of mixed flower seeds 
thrown in to take their chances.    Everything is 
so late this year that I couldn’t be bothered with 
many veggies; I hope we get a good back end to 
lengthen the season at the other end.
I had Himself in Newry with the dentist a couple 
of weeks ago. His few remaining teeth and his 
falsies were giving bother and as he was due for a 
sojourn in the Bon Secour the following week it 
was essential that he get the gob in order. Thank-
fully the rain let up and it was a grand trip both 
ways, although there was no noticeable improve-
ment in the teeth department afterwards.
  I left him into the Bons on the Monday and 
collected him the Friday afternoon after a week’s 
poking and prodding. It was great to have the 
place to myself for a while. I could eat when I 
liked, not tied to dinner at one o’clock and tea at 
six. I could leave the front door open till I went 
to bed without any complaints about draughts. 
 I got the range cleaned out and the floors swept 
and hoovered and they stayed clean for the week. 

The telly plug was pulled out of the socket and 
didn’t go in again till Himself returned. I read 
and listened to music, and this time I also 
got quite a bit of wood carving done. I love 
to work away to the smell of timber and the 
sound of music; I find it very absorbing and 
relaxing, sort of like meditation or mindful-
ness. It was a lovely oasis of peace and quiet.
Jim had a rare four hour block of care for 
Herself a couple of weeks ago so we headed 
to Tullynally Castle and Gardens outside 
Castlepollard. It’s quite a big castle or fortified 
house, the home of Thomas Packenham (Earl 
of Longford) and the guided tour was fasci-
nating, if somewhat chilly in parts. He is the 
author of many books, including The Scram-
ble for Africa, which I remember from home. 
One of the other guests on the tour spotted 
a piece of equipment on a mantelpiece in the 
great hall and asked our guide Joe if it was 
for some Morse code type communication. 
Joe had no idea what it was and promised to 
find out. I was quite chuffed with my little old 
self because I recognised it as a barograph for 
measuring barometric pressure. There used to 
be one in my grandfather’s study when I was 
knee high to a grasshopper. Come to think 
of it, I haven’t seen or heard a grasshopper in 
about 40 years. Are they extinct? 
 The day was perfect; hot, dry and breezy and 
it was lovely to stroll through the castle gar-
dens before adjourning to the tea rooms in the 
stable yard for refreshments. We thoroughly 
enjoyed our few hours respite from the daily 
grind and hope for more outings if Jim can get 
care for Herself. It was only fifteen miles from 
Mountnugent, practically on the doorstep, 
but it took me 26 years to get there. We’re 
planning our next trip to Loughcrew Gardens, 
just up the road outside Oldcastle. I think I 

was there about 25 years ago but I have almost 
no recollection of it so I could be imagining 
things. That happens with age.
I was very lucky for the week Himself was 
away; there were no farming mishaps or 
disasters. There was a near miss alright one 
of the mornings, when 32 bullocks rambled 
into his sister’s garden and lawn. She rang me 
shortly after 6.30am and I flew over and got 
them turned on the lane and back into the 
field before they hit the road. That would have 
been a real disaster, but thankfully there was 
no lasting damage done to woman, beast or 
property. 
 The third last cow calved safely one of the 
nights, producing a fine heifer calf. I noticed 
that for all her sucking the calf wasn’t filling 
out and didn’t seem satisfied. When I got the 
cow into the calving gate it turned out that she 
only had two spins in working order (a two 
titter) and needless to say, the calf was sucking 
the blind ones. I got her sorted and she never 
looked back. That cow will rear the calf and 
then she’ll be fattened for the factory, along 
with any others who present with problems.
I had Mark for two nights last week. He was 
going to Dublin to meet a friend for lunch and 
to walk Dun Laoghaire pier, so he drove down 
to us and hopped the bus from Virginia the 
next morning. It’s great to get dropped into 
the city centre and not have to think about 
finding parking or remembering later where 
you left the damned car. He was blessed with 
warm, sunny weather in Dublin, while we 
had torrential, thundery downpours in Cavan 
shortly before I collected him in the evening.
  I was gone to work at 7.30 the following 
morning so didn’t see him before he left, but I 
intend going up to Rathmullan next week, so 
I’ll see him again then. Himself is murmuring 

about venturing north as soon as the weath-
er remains warm enough for him. That will 
officially herald the start of summer, though 
if last Saturday’s cold, northerly breeze was 
anything to go by, he may sit tight for a while 
yet. There’s a great whim of work taking place 
on my house build these weeks. The domes-
tic water pipes and the floor insulation are 
being fitted before the under-floor heating 
goes down and the floors are poured. I must 
have the best team of tradesmen in Ireland; I 
couldn’t fault one of them. They come when 
they say they will and do their work quickly 
and efficiently and, above all, they communi-
cate with each other and co-ordinate the work 
perfectly.
Last Sunday was a pet day with the sun belting 
down at 22 degrees and not a wisp of a cloud 
in the sky. I had the garden up to scratch,  my 
latest wood carving was at a stage that I was 
happy with, there was nothing pressing to do 
so I snared Jim for an hour and we had an 
ice-cream and a lovely stroll along the river 
Inny  in Finea. It’s a nice little village just 
seven or eight miles away in Westmeath, with 
the claim to fame that it is mentioned in the 
Percy French song, “Come Back Paddy Reilly 
to Ballyjamesduff.”
“The Garden of Eden has vanished they say
 But I know the lie of it still
 Just turn to the left at the bridge of Finea
 And stop when halfway to Cootehill.”  
The only slight difficulty there is that there is 
no turn to the left at the bridge except for an 
old bog lane some distance from the bridge. 
Maybe in Percy French’s day it was a well 
travelled highway, but I wouldn’t fancy my 
chances now in much more than an ass and 
cart. Did you know that donkeys are asinine 
creatures; like dogs are canine and horses are 
equine? That’s where the name “ass” comes 
from. Just another bit of useless information!

Kilmacrennan National School 5kmKilmacrennan National School 5km 

Scenes from the Kilmacrennan NS annual 
5km road race and walk on Friday evening.

Altan star to guest at 
Shorelines show

Letterkenny Cathedral Quarter prepares 
for the National Street Feast 

The vibrant community of Letterkenny 
Cathedral Quarter is excited to announce 
the return of its much-anticipated annual 
Street Feast, set to take place on Sunday, 
26 May. This festive event promises a day 
filled with food, fun, and entertainment 
for all ages, running from 1–4pm on the 
Church Lane.
The historic area behind Church Street 
Cycles will be transformed with street 
decorations, dining tables and a host of 
street food for the unique event.
Throughout the afternoon, there will be 
games, food and live music and a DJ.

Local cafes and restaurants in the town 
are supporting the event through spon-
sorship of tasty dishes and Cathedral 
Quarter are asking people to come join 
in the event on Sunday, May 26.
A spokesperson said “There has been 
fantastic weather over the past month 
and we hope it remain on Sunday so peo-
ple will be able to enjoy each others’ com-
pany. Our Street Feast is a great excuse 
to eat good food, meet new people and 
have lots of fun. It’s all about community, 
diversity and bringing people together, so 
if you love to cook or play music we’d love 

everyone to join in the fun, bring a dish 
too or perform in what’s sure to be one of 
the great outdoor parties of the Summer. 
We certainly hope that many new people 
who are now living in Letterkenny will be 
able to join us”. 
The Cathedral Quarter are extremely 
grateful to the volunteers from Letterk-
enny Tidy Towns who helped to get the 
area prepared for this occasion by clean-
ing up the area. For further information 
on the Cathedral Quarter Street Feast or 
to get involved contact Secretary Donnan 
Harvey on 086 345 2457.
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saigh sé ag cruinniú le chéile cibé earraí a bhí ann agus 
rugadh an sailéad atá a fhios againn air inniú! Bhí leitís 
ROMAINE, ola olóige úríon, gairleoig meilte, salann, 
mostard DIJON, piobar dubh, anlann WORCESTER-
SHIRE, uibheacha cruabhruite, cáis PARMESAN, ain-
seabhaí agus CROUTON aige agus chuir sé iad uilig le 
chéile agus b’shin é! Agus an t-ainm a bhí air? CAESAR 
CARDINI. Cuirtear amach é fosta le brollach sicíne 
gríosctha. Tá sé go híontach blasta ar fad. Tá tú ábalta an 
oideas seo a mhionathrú, le maonais, mar shampla. Mar 
sin, a chairde Ghaeil, bainigí triall as go sibh cad é mar 
a théann sé duit. 
 Mar a deirim, níl tú ag gabháil duine ar bith a nimhigh! 
Tá sé soiléir go bhfuil éagsúlacht mhór ann maidir le 
sailéad, áfach tá an cuid is mó de na bunearraí mar an 
gcéanna, bunaíthe ar leitís, trátaí, oinniún dearg, cúca-
mar agus mar sin de. Agus tá na hearraí uilig i gcónaí ar 
fáil agus, mar sin, níl cosc ar bith air am ar bith sa bhliain. 
Tig leat é a bheith agat mar bhéile é féin nó mar mhias 
tionlacain. 
 Mar a luaigh mé roimhe tá sé foirfe le stéig, agus níos 
éadroime ná prátaí de achán chinéal, scallógaí, mar 
shampla. Níl an méid cealraí ann agus tá sin i gcónaí 
maith. Mar a deirim, déan do thaighde féin ar seo, agus bí 
misniúil ag déanamh turgnamh le hearraí éagsúla. Lean-
aigí ar aghaidh, a Chairde Ghaeil!

SAILÉAD NIÇOISE
Niçoise Salad

Comhábhair don anlann:
90ml ola olóige úríon 
2 ionga gairleoga, meilte 
15 ml fínéagar fíon geal
Salann agus piobar 
Don sailéad:

Dia dhaoibh uilig a 
chairde Ghaeil agus 
tá súil agam go bhfuil 
achán duine maith agus 
folláin agus ag baint sult 
as an Samhradh. Lab-
hair cúpla daoine liom 
i rith na seachtaine faoi 
na sailéidí agus na han-
lainn a bhí againn an 
seachtain seo caite- gur 
bhain siad sult astu agus 
go raibh cuma galánta 
orthu. Fosta, bhí mé ag éisteacht le Rory O’Connell, 
cócaire mór le rá, ar an Ráidío agus bhí sé ag plé 
sailéad agus anlann. Dúirt sé gur anlann simplí agus 
galánta ná sú líomóide agus ola olóige úríon, méid 
amháin sú agus trí chinn ola, le pionsa salainn leis, 
meascaithe go maith. Smaoinigh mé fosta gur rud 
maith a choimhéad in aice lámha ná próca suibhe. 
Tig leat gach rud a chuir isteach ann agus é a chroit-
headh go maith go ndéanann sé eibleacht deas, agus 
tá tú réidh le himeacht. Sin comhairle maith.
 Fosta bhí mé ag smaointiú faoi na sailéidí claise-
acha eile atá ann agus chuimhnigh mé an ceann is 
deise, dar liom féin, SAILÉAD CAESAR. Leis an 
ceann seo is é an rud is tábhachtaí na an anlann. Tá 
scéal suimiúil faoi cad é mar a cheapadh é. Tuigtear 
gur cheap fear Iodálach é i TIJUANA, i Meicsiceo 
sa bhliain 1920. Bhí bialann aige agus ar an 4ú IÚIL 
thainig scaifte daoine ó California lé seachaint ón 
Cosc ar Alcól a bhí ann ins na Stáit Aontaithe le linn 
an tréimhse sin.
 Nuair a thainig siad go dtí an bialann ní raibh go 
leor bia aige leis an scaifte uilig a chothú, agus tho-

Bia ag Caint
with Noel MacLiam

120g pónaire Francach
120g duilleogaí sailéide 
meascaithe
1 cúcamar beag, slísíní
4 trátaí aibí, gearrtha 
200g tuinnín stáinaithe , 
síothlaithe
50g anseobhaí stáinaithe, 
síothlaithe
4 uibheacha cruabhruite i 
gceathrú
50g ológaí beaga dubh
MODH
Don anlann. Meascaigh gach rud le chéile. Gearr pónaire 
agus cuir in uisce bhruithe le 2bom. Meascaigh duilleogaí, 

cúcamar, trátaí agus pónairí i mbabhla, déan caló-
ga as an tuinnín agus gearr na hanseobhaí i leith. 
Spréigh gach seo ar na duilleogaí, cuir an t-anlann 
air agus meascaigh le chéile uilig. 

ANLANN SAILÉAD CAESAR FOIRFE 
Perfect Caesar Salad Dressing 

C o m h á b -
hair:
10 filléidí 
anseóbhaí 
60ml fínéagar 
fíon dearg 
3 tbsps mus-
tard Dijon 
2 ionga gair-
leoga 
1 ubh mhór 
240ml ola 
glasraí 
30g Parmesan 
grátaíthe 
4 leitísí Little 
Gem

MODH
 I bpróisealaí meascaigh anseóbhaí, fínéagar, mus-
tard agus gairleoig le taos mín a fháil. Cuir isteach 
an ubh agus preab go gasta. Cuir ola isteach go mín 
réidh go bhfaigheann tú eibleacht mín; cuir i mbab-
hla agus cuir isteach an cáis. Cuir sa chuisneoir clú-
daithe le scannán cumhdaithe le 60 bom. 
Ag baint sult as.     Enjoying
Mór le rá.                 Well known
Ola olóige úríon.   Extra-virgin olive oil
Méid.                       Amount
Sú líomóide.          Lemon juice
In aice láimhe.    Nearby,close to hand
Croitheadh.         Shake
Eibleacht.            Emulsion
Réidh le himeacht.  Ready to go
Cleas úsáideach.  Useful trick
Cheapadh é.       It was invented
Seachaint.           Avoid
Cosc ar Alcól.     Prohibition
Tréimhse.             Period of time, era
Ag cothú.             Feeding
Brollach sicíne gríosctha   Grilled breast of chicken
Maonais.              Mayonnaise
Duine a nimhigh. To poison someone
Mias tionlacain.   Side-dish
Luaigh mé.            I mentioned
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Dessie Diver looking 
forward to reunion

 

50 years after captaining Swilly Rovers to 
that Donegal Youth League U16 title, Dessie 
Diver is very much looking forward to meet-
ing up with the 1974 team some of whom he 
has rarely seen in the intervening years. A 
date for the reunion is set to be confirmed 
shortly. 
“It will be nice to meet up again after all 
those years. Some of the lads I haven’t met 
in a long time. I have been away for 40 years 
myself. After going to college in Coleraine 
I moved to Dublin and then Kildare. It was 
a big thing for Swilly to win that final in the 
first year of the league. We had grown up 
listening to the stories of the FAI Junior Cup 
successes. Ramelton was a soccer mad town 
with the summer cups so as young boys we 
were part of that” Diver said.
To win that decider and defeat their arch 
rivals from the big town of Letterkenny 
was extra special. “There was always a big 
rivalry between us so it was a nice one to 
win. The nucleus of the team was from the 
town of Ramelton mostly from Church Street 
where I was born and Castle Street. Just 
John McBride and Joe McHugh were from 
Milford. To play the final at Finn Park was 
just great a month after Harps won the FAI 
Senior Cup. And for me and a couple of the 
other players we actually played twice there 
in the one week. On the Wednesday we won 
the U16 Donegal Schools Final with Loreto 
Milford and then on the Saturday it was the 
Donegal Youth title with Swilly. We used to 
go up most Sundays to watch Harps play in 
the League of Ireland” Diver said. 
That Swilly Rovers team produced players 
who went to play at youth level for Ulster and 
win a national title with Donegal under the 
management of Killea native Richie Kelly 
who had strong ties with the Ramelton club 
for many years. Recalling the build-up to the 
final on the 25th May 1974, Dessie Diver said 
there was a big excitement as Swilly success-
fully negotiated the group stages to reach the 
first ever Donegal U16 Youth Final. 
“There was big support for us with families 
and neighbours all getting behind us and a 
big crowd went to the final from the town. 
My brother Hugh was the manager and the 
late Brendan Duffy was assisting him. It was 
a great feeling to be captain and pick up the 
cup for the team. There was a nice home-
coming in Ramelton and a drive around the 
town with the cup. We all then went off to the 
Lagoon to celebrate” Dessie said.
He says there are huge changes in the way 
football is played now compared to five 
decades ago. “It was much more spontaneous 
back then. There was very little in the way of 
tactics. You just went out and played. As little 
boys we had started to play on the streets and 
then at U10 and U12 our coach was the late 
Charlie ‘Chuck’ Doherty but again it wasn’t 
tactical. Later in the 1970s coaching did come 
in a bit more with the likes of Richie Kelly 
coming down and John Jarman who used to 
be involved with Wolves used to take us for 
coaching weekends in Letterkenny. Those 
were great times in Ramelton with the Sum-
mer Cups at Swilly Park. We had big games 
with the likes of Fanad Utd and the Derry 
sides” Diver said.  

Hugh Diver manager of the winning team who was assisted by the late 
Brendan Duffy

The double winners 
Three days earlier on Wednesday 22nd May 1974 a number of that Swilly team 
had played on the Loreto Convent Milford side that won the County Schools U16 
title after a 4-2 win over St. Eunan’s College. So it was two County medals in the 
one week for John Bryant, John McBride, Dessie Diver and Sean Sweeney. Martin 
McBride (Portsalon), two from Seamus McHugh (Mount Marian) and the final 
goal was netted by Ramelton lad Dessie Diver. P.J. Sweeney and Jimmy Harte were 
the Eunan’s scorers. The cup was presented to the winning team by Finn Harps 
manager Patsy McGowan.
The winning team was John Bryant, John Friel, Mickey Ferry, John McBride, Dan 
Herrity, Declan McAteer, Dessie Diver, Martin McBride, Seamus McHugh, Sean 
Sweeney, Bernard McBride. Sub: H. Doherty.
St. Eunan’s College - Ray Guthrie, Gerry Blaine, Pat O’Donnell, Joe Devine, Joe 
Gallagher, Michael Gallagher, Jimmy Harte, P.J. Sweeney, Charlie Keeney, Tom 
Boylan, Kevin Kennedy. Sub: Pat Begley for O’Donnell. 
Ref: Packie Tourish, Manorcunningham.

Army Cup 
Afterwards the cup donated by the Defence Forces Western Command was pre-
sented to victorious captain Dessie Diver by Lieutenant Pat O’Sullivan. Fr. Leo 
Mohan was the MC afterwards and he thanked the Army for donating the cup as 
well as Paul’s Palace Donegal Town and Liam Hyland of the Central Hotel, Done-
gal Town for sponsoring the medals for the winners and runners-up.

Swilly Rovers to mark 
1974 youth title triumph
Saturday 25th May 1974 turned 
out to be yet another very mem-
orable match in the checkered 
history of Swilly Rovers Football 
Club. Their U16s had reached the 
final of the first ever official Don-
egal junior competition.
 

by Declan Kerr
It was a decider against near neigh-
bours Letterkenny Rovers and to 
add much prestige to occasion the 
game was staged at Finn Park  the 
home of Harps who the previous 
month had won the FAI Senior Cup 
for the first and as it turns out the 
only time in the club’s history to 
date. Now both Swilly and Harps are 
celebrating the 50th anniversaries of 
their respective successes.
Church Street native Dessie Diver 
who was the team captain is the man 
that has literally got the ball rolling 
for this trip down memory lane and 
the response from the 14 players and 
management has been very encour-
aging meaning a reunion is being 
planned with a date to be confirmed 
shortly. It was the very first year of 
the Donegal Youth League so the 
winners in the inaugural year wrote 
themselves into the history books. 
Swilly managed by Hugh Diver and 
assisted by the late Brendan Duffy 

were the winners of the U16 age 
category after an epic battle with 
Letterkenny Rovers that went to ex-
tra-time with the decider tied at 2-2. 
John McDaid had given Swilly a 2-0 
lead but Rovers roared back. 
The Ramelton outfit turned on 
the turbo in the early stages of ex-
tra-time with McDaid completing 
his hat-trick with a wonder strike 
from the left wing at the clubhouse 
end of the ground. Back came Let-
terkenny with an equaliser from 
captain Joe Devine. However, just 
when it seemed it was going to take 
penalty kicks to decide the outcome 
a 14-year-old boy beat the off-side 
trap to race clear and slot home what 
proved to be the winner. 
That boy was none other Con 
McLaughlin who would go on to 
score over a 100 goals at Finn Park 
during a stellar senior career for 
Harps in the League of Ireland. 
Castle Street native Con was one of 
three brothers along with his older 
sibling Denis and youngest of them 
Liam also went on to play for Harps. 
There were  also  two Sweeney 
brothers Sean and Gary from Castle 
Street in the squad while another set 
of siblings were Dessie Diver who 
played and his brother Hugh who 
was the  manager.
Sean Boyle from St. Mary’s Terrace 

also went to play for Finn Harps. The 
goalkeeper was John Bryant from 
Ballylin now resident in Shannon, 
Co. Clare. Castle Street was very 
well represented with Hugh McCa-
hill, Hugo Doherty, Sean Logan and 
Dessie Diver all on the team. The 
hat-trick hero John McDaid hailed 
from Swilly Park and is now resident 
in Milford. John McBride and Joe 
McHugh were the two Milford boys 
in the squad.  
Hugh Diver was the manager while 
still playing at senior level with 
Swilly.  The late Brendan Duffy of 
Aughnish Road was the assistant 
manager, a man who played his part 
in the successful history of Swilly 
Rovers F.C. having been a member 
of the first team from the County 
to win the FAI Junior Cup in 1962 
and he repeated that achievement in 
1967. Brendan went on to play sen-
ior soccer for Sligo Rovers.  Duffy 
and Hugh Diver had the team well 
prepared for the U16 Final and they 
got off to a good start with John Mc-
Daid putting Swilly ahead midway 
through the first half after being 
set up by Con McLaughlin. It got 
even better early in the second-half 
when McDaid doubled the Ramel-
ton side’s advantage when he raced 
onto a Sean Logan through ball to 
shoot past Letterkenny keeper Jim 

Carrigy. 
But, Letterkenny got a lifeline when 
Brian Patterson scored following an 
assist from Mick Gallagher. Swilly 
then came mighty close to making 
sure of the silverware in normal 
time when McDaid’s fine strike was 
cleared off the line by Letterkenny 
defender George Cullen. There was 
a frantic climax to the final at Finn 
Park as the boys from the Cathedral 
Town equalised seven minutes from 
the end of normal time when Kevin 
Kennedy headed home a George 
Cullen corner to make it 2-2. There 
was almost another twist just before 
the final whistle when Sean Sweeney 
headed wide from a corner. 
The Swilly Rovers that won the 
Donegal Youth League on 25th of 
May, 1974 were John Bryant, Den-
is McLaughlin, Sean Boyle, Hugh 
McCahill, John McBride, Hugo Do-
herty, Sean Logan, Sean Sweeney, 
Con McLaughlin, Dessie Diver, 
John McDaid. Subs: Gary Sweeney, 
Liam McLaughlin, Joe McHugh.   
The Letterkenny Rovers team was 
Jim Carrigy, George Cullen, Joe 
Devine, Ricky Blake, Sean McIn-
tyre, Mick Gallagher, Michael Blake, 
Terry Monaghan, Michael Gibbons, 
Brian Patterson, Derek Hunter. Sub: 
Kevin Kennedy for Gibbons.
Ref: Wilfred Wallace (Raphoe).

This photo of the winning team was taken the following week at Swilly Park before the last game of the 1974 season - Back row: John McBride, Hugh McCahill, John 
Bryant, Denis McLaughlin, Hugo Doherty, John McDaid. Front row: Gary Sweeney, Dessie Diver (captain), Sean Sweeney, Joe McHugh, Con McLaughlin, Sean Boyle 
and Sean Logan. Missing from the photo Liam McLaughlin (pictured inset).

Dessie Diver who was the Swilly Rovers team cap-
tain  on the 25th of May 1974 and is now organising 
the reunion 

Scenes from the Music and Drama Night in the Parochial Hall, Carrigart in aid of Devlinreagh NS. 

6th Class pupils who performed their drama 
“Pionta Amháin Uisce”.

Aoibhe Boyce with her father 
Brian performing.

Anna and Astasia from Ukraine 
with their teacher entertaining.

Fergus McGee onstage.

MC for the evening 
Brian Boyce. Gemma Nic Congail.

Katie McBride and Caoimhe 
Doherty on stage.

Robin McFadden.

Charley McGettigan.

Ultan Boyce.

 Suzanne McDevitt.

School principal Sarah Kelly.
Below Seamus McGrory.

Junior pupils on stage. 

Caolagh and PJ Giles at the show.
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five years: a period that will 
challenge local politicians with 
huge changes and the national 
government with having to 
confront how they can address 
the housing and health crises 
on top of many new develop-
ments.  
However, one has to assume 
that all those nominated al-
ready have a fair idea of what’s 
involved and how that work is 
set out under the structures of 
the Minister for the Environ-
ment. Because it is the Min-
ister who sets out the system 
by which Councils run their 
administrations.,
Being a member of a local 
authority comes with a demand 
for hard work and experience 
serving the community: a de-
sire to serve the electorate in a 
manner that is laid down under 
Standing Orders in Council 
Chambers or wherever meet-
ings are held. Councillors in 
the Chamber in Lifford are on  
the first rung of responsibility 
where the Members work to 
ensure a fair deal for the elec-
torate against an ongoing back-
ground that central govern-
ment’s funding to this county is 
woefully inadequate. Look no 
further than the already obso-
lete legislation of this current 
government to put in place a 
100% remedial redress scheme 
fit for purpose. 
Why do you think that mica 
homeowners have been forced 
to register their own political 
party in the campaign for jus-
tice, fair play and equality?
Do not tell me the people living 
in damaged homes: the Mica 
Action Group, the Cllrs and 
others in the Oireachtas and 
the MEP’s did not try… and try 
again! The fact that they have 
done  their best with deter-
mined campaigns of lobbying, 
research and two huge public 
meetings in Dublin were ig-
nored. That really showed that 
Donegal doesn’t really matter 
in a Dublin centric govern-
ment. 
More recently our ‘Comment 
Page’ headline read ‘How to get 
to Buncrana from Brussels’ as 
a thousand people packed the 
Gateway Hotel on the Inishow-
en Peninsula without any Oire-
achtas voice from Fianna Fail. 
Is that not taking the people for 
granted, is it not?
The fact is that there is a 
‘permanent government’ of 
civil servants who effective-
ly are highly paid to manage 
department budgets, make the 
big calls and no government 
seems, either willing or able 
to confront the fact that once 
every five years, the electorate 
votes for what they believe to 
be change, real progressive 

changes in how issues like 
health, housing, the infrastruc-
ture, and the nation’s finances 
are managed. 
Can you imagine that once 
upon a time Government 
Ministers made the decisions. 
Were that not the case can you 
imagine Donagh O’Malley 
announcing free education in 
Ireland? The civil servants were 
hearing the good news for the 
first time when O’Malley con-
firmed the decision.
Can you imagine the orgasms 
of disbelief on September 10th 
1966 when FF’s Donagh O’Mal-
ley, the Education Minister 
famously made his unauthor-
ised speech announcing plans 
for free upper second-level edu-
cation in Ireland.
Back in the day, the role of the 
permanent government was to 
manage how to pay for these 
fundamental changes in Irish 
society and to ensure the Min-
isterial decision was delivered.
Actually life in Ireland right 
now is about more mundane 
things: like the politicians 
being guided every step of the 
way by the secretaries general 
of the various departments.
 And every one of the Minis-
ters reading from a carefully 
choreographed piece of copy 
on Morning Ireland. James 
McDaid was the exception. 
When he came to make any 
announcement in Donegal, he 
took the script from his pock-
et…. before throwing it in the 
nearest rubbish bin. 
Those were the days my friends 
when common sense prevailed,
Donegal has fought many 
campaigns and the battles 
will continue because that is 
what living in Donegal is all 
about. We love this remote and 
wondrous landscape - proud of 
place and time to reside here 
and this newspaper is privi-
leged to go that extra mile as 
part of the lobby infrastructure 
to get a better deal from the 
government at all levels.
I recall being out on the road 
to cover a story on the after-
noon of Good Friday 2022 and 
getting an urgent call on the 
mobile and being advised the 
information being provided 
was placed in my trust to put 
it the public record in the next 
edition of the Tribune. 
Being the Easter Bank Holiday 
I was acutely aware that contact 
with the real world seemed to 
be suspended, indefinitely.
In the brief conversation I 
suddenly became aware that 
the loss of the vital cardiac cath 
lab weekly service at LUH was 
imminent. Galway was to be 
the future option.
‘Get the details out immediate-
ly,’ I was warned. 

I had learnt from previous encounters with 
officialdom that when in doubt, do the simple 
thing: but do it well because there may not be 
a second chance. 
Attempts to seek responses from officialdom 
were never going to be answered. So what 
the hell, this is a story that must be  told 
and it was a bare knuckle experience for our 
readers.
 It was our first inkling that LUH and the 
people of Donegal were under threat of losing 
a valued service.
While the information was never going to be 
confirmed as definite, why should that stop 
us?
 Because of the imminent closure of the car-
diac cath lab service, we took the decision to 
publish the story across our front page in the 
following edition… and all others until the 
service became permanent.
 Many readers simply did not believe what 
they were reading… not for the first time. 
And forever more the people of Donegal have 
good reasons to thank those politicians that 
made this possible.
 “Why has LUH and HSE never recognised 
that the €750,000 donated to the Friends was 
for a Cardiac Cath Lab and that it was raised 
by donations to ensure the necessity of heart 
procedures within Donegal? 
 That might be a good starting point to recog-
nise the reality of this fundraising initiative.” 
So ran an extract of our coverage.
 As we depended on further clarification from 
sources, we were not assured that it was a bat-
tle that could be won. But trusting our own 
instincts, the Cllrs and many others, it was 
going to be a fight to the finish. Many sources  
were involved and we kept the story running 
until it was finally resolved.
 The Donegal Cllrs. on the Western Health 
Forum played a key role. Ciaran Brogan was 
the first politician to back our story…. He was 
also the last and the only one to recognise the 
campaign in the Tribune when a successful 
outcome was delivered.
 Behind the scenes there was a massive battle 
to recognise the rights of LUH and the people 
of Donegal to have this vital service close to 
home.
 Never, never say our county councillors are 
not working hard for all of us. As far back as 
when Simon Harris was Health Minister, he 
was being urged to extend the cardiac cathe-
terisation laboratory services at Sligo Univer-
sity Hospital.
 The fact that Letterkenny’s Cath Lab was re-
tained was great  news and especially for The 
Friends of the Hospital who had previously 
raised €750,000 to facilitate the purchase of 
the equipment,
 The cardiac services in LUH are greatly 
enhanced with the lab and long may their 
lifesaving work continue to benefit the people 
of this county. 
 And for those that continue to say that the 
Western Health Forum is a talking shop: 
stop and think again. Had the outworkings 
of the Forum and the subsequent plans not 
appeared in the Tribune, there is every good 
reason to believe the service would have been 
taken out of Donegal.
Meanwhile out on the campaign trail we wish 
fair weather to every candidate. However it 
is vital to put on record the work of locally 
elected Councillors and to recognise their 
valued service before we dismiss any one of 
them as being…  useless and doing nothing 
for the past five years.
In basic terms, this is quite the lie of this 
campaign.

One of the most talked about top-
ics in Donegal politics right now 
is the Council Elections while the 
EU campaign seems many miles 
distant. And on social media and 
indeed on record by some can-
didates, there is the view being 
spun that the Cllrs do nothing 
and it is time to put new names 
and new faces into office because 
the existing ones have done noth-
ing these five years. 
 This is a campaign like no other 
because there is an evident anger 
on the doorsteps that is driven 
primarily by social media and a 
false narrative without any clarity 
or substance. 
It is also a campaign with record 
numbers of candidates including 
this county where more than 
ninety are running. They all de-
serve a fair hearing and in return, 
they have the added responsibili-
ty in not creating false presump-
tions, hoping the electorate might 
be persuaded to accept an agenda 
with no substance or knowledge 
of how local government works.
 Being an elected Member of a 
Local Authority is a long, ardu-
ous and tedious process grind-
ing out the best returns for the 
electorate. So many successful 
candidates have entered the Town 
Halls of this country hoping to 
change the Council in one fell 
swoop. How disappointed have 
they been because this is a collab-
orative process where many of the 
decisions are beyond the power of 
the Chief Executives. 
Because of the system that gov-
erns how local authorities work, 
results do not come easily and it 
is a time consuming and laboured 
process. And after years of put-
ting down the same motion, I can 
understand the frustration of the 
Members and those that elected 
them when there are no results 
and no money. 

However, Councils do not have 
pots of gold at the end of the 
rainbow. Cllrs must adopt a 
revenue budget for the county 
and one the ratepayers can afford. 
SME’s were never more stretched 
for finances and for keeping their 
doors open. How many of those 
seeking Council seats actually 
know what the revenue budget is 
or how it is accumulated in the 
first instance?
There are so many ill-informed 
and abusive comments out there, 
and prospective Cllrs may find 
themselves being elected after 
June 7th and they’ll not have 
a clue what hit them. The very 
notion that new names can 
instantly deliver for Donegal 
is self-serving and self-centred 
because it ignores the reality that 
the Council’s 37 members work 
with the Executive to get the best 
deal possible. Really, nobody in 
Donegal expects miracles or a 
new Messiah to pop and deliver 
the goods.
 How many candidates actually 
believe their own versions of 
reality and how they can change 
the way Donegal County Coun-
cil works? Because the way the 
Council works is through central 
government. After the 1997 
general election, the govern-
ment dumped household rates 
and car tax… It seemed like a 
pretty stupid idea… and it still 
is. Because the finances required 
to fill the loss of rates has never 
been fully addressed other than 
asking Councils to do more for 
less availability of money. 
Of course it goes without say-
ing that elections are there for a 
definite purpose every five years, 
new members with new ideas 
are alway welcome and needed. 
They must convince  the public 
to come out and vote to elect the 
best possible team for the coming 

April 2022 - The Fight for the Cath Lab in LUH. The Donegal Cllrs. on the Western Health Forum 
played a key role. Ciaran Brogan was the first politician to back the Tribune story…. 

He was also the last and the only one to recognise the campaign in the paper when a successful 
outcome was confirmed. Behind the scenes there was a massive battle to recognise the rights of 

LUH and the people of Donegal to have this vital service close to home. 
Let us never forget that this means life for so many…

Errigal College
Prize Giving

Errigal College, Letterkenny Student Of The Year Michael Kelly after receiving his award on Friday.

.

Errigal College hosted its 
annual Prize Giving Cere-
mony last Friday, in what 
was a vibrant celebration of 
achievements in academ-
ics, sports, arts, and com-
munity service. The event 
was attended by Dr. Niall 
Muldoon, Ombudsman for 
Children, and Donegal ETB 
representatives Ms. Anne 
McHugh, Chief Executive, 
and Dr. Martin Gormley, 
Director of Schools.
 Students were acknowl-
edged for their exception-
al academic performanc-
es, reflecting the school’s 
dedication to excellence 
in education. Athletes re-
ceived recognition for their 
triumphs on the field and 
around the track, showcas-
ing teamwork and sportsmanship. Artistic talents were celebrated across var-
ious creative disciplines, from music and drama to art. Additionally, students’ 
contributions to the community through volunteer work and social initia-
tives were commended and recognised at the ceremony.
Guest of Honour, Dr. Niall Muldoon, inspired students with his insightful 
words, encouraging them to pursue their aspirations with empathy and re-
silience. Dr. Muldoon thanked the staff at Errigal College for their fantastic 
work, “Thank you for all your wonderful work in protecting and promoting 
the rights of young people, ensuring equal access to education for all in your 
school”.
Mr. Danny McFadden, Principal of Errigal College, expressed his pride, say-
ing, “Our students have shown incredible dedication and passion in all areas, 
and it is a privilege to celebrate their achievements. They are a testament to 
the strength and spirit of our school community.”

Cllr Donal Coyle presenting student JoAnn with her 
award.

Student prizes winners Andrea Bernice Noonan J Amelie Carla, Klamroth PG.

Dr. Niall Muldoon with prizewinners at the Errigal College, Letterkenny awards.

Mrs. Margaret Russell with First Year Awardees at Errigal College, Letterkenny.

Mrs. McGowan with 2nd Year Awardees

Mr. McMenamin with 5th Year Awardees.
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five years: a period that will 
challenge local politicians with 
huge changes and the national 
government with having to 
confront how they can address 
the housing and health crises 
on top of many new develop-
ments.  
However, one has to assume 
that all those nominated al-
ready have a fair idea of what’s 
involved and how that work is 
set out under the structures of 
the Minister for the Environ-
ment. Because it is the Min-
ister who sets out the system 
by which Councils run their 
administrations.,
Being a member of a local 
authority comes with a demand 
for hard work and experience 
serving the community: a de-
sire to serve the electorate in a 
manner that is laid down under 
Standing Orders in Council 
Chambers or wherever meet-
ings are held. Councillors in 
the Chamber in Lifford are on  
the first rung of responsibility 
where the Members work to 
ensure a fair deal for the elec-
torate against an ongoing back-
ground that central govern-
ment’s funding to this county is 
woefully inadequate. Look no 
further than the already obso-
lete legislation of this current 
government to put in place a 
100% remedial redress scheme 
fit for purpose. 
Why do you think that mica 
homeowners have been forced 
to register their own political 
party in the campaign for jus-
tice, fair play and equality?
Do not tell me the people living 
in damaged homes: the Mica 
Action Group, the Cllrs and 
others in the Oireachtas and 
the MEP’s did not try… and try 
again! The fact that they have 
done  their best with deter-
mined campaigns of lobbying, 
research and two huge public 
meetings in Dublin were ig-
nored. That really showed that 
Donegal doesn’t really matter 
in a Dublin centric govern-
ment. 
More recently our ‘Comment 
Page’ headline read ‘How to get 
to Buncrana from Brussels’ as 
a thousand people packed the 
Gateway Hotel on the Inishow-
en Peninsula without any Oire-
achtas voice from Fianna Fail. 
Is that not taking the people for 
granted, is it not?
The fact is that there is a 
‘permanent government’ of 
civil servants who effective-
ly are highly paid to manage 
department budgets, make the 
big calls and no government 
seems, either willing or able 
to confront the fact that once 
every five years, the electorate 
votes for what they believe to 
be change, real progressive 

changes in how issues like 
health, housing, the infrastruc-
ture, and the nation’s finances 
are managed. 
Can you imagine that once 
upon a time Government 
Ministers made the decisions. 
Were that not the case can you 
imagine Donagh O’Malley 
announcing free education in 
Ireland? The civil servants were 
hearing the good news for the 
first time when O’Malley con-
firmed the decision.
Can you imagine the orgasms 
of disbelief on September 10th 
1966 when FF’s Donagh O’Mal-
ley, the Education Minister 
famously made his unauthor-
ised speech announcing plans 
for free upper second-level edu-
cation in Ireland.
Back in the day, the role of the 
permanent government was to 
manage how to pay for these 
fundamental changes in Irish 
society and to ensure the Min-
isterial decision was delivered.
Actually life in Ireland right 
now is about more mundane 
things: like the politicians 
being guided every step of the 
way by the secretaries general 
of the various departments.
 And every one of the Minis-
ters reading from a carefully 
choreographed piece of copy 
on Morning Ireland. James 
McDaid was the exception. 
When he came to make any 
announcement in Donegal, he 
took the script from his pock-
et…. before throwing it in the 
nearest rubbish bin. 
Those were the days my friends 
when common sense prevailed,
Donegal has fought many 
campaigns and the battles 
will continue because that is 
what living in Donegal is all 
about. We love this remote and 
wondrous landscape - proud of 
place and time to reside here 
and this newspaper is privi-
leged to go that extra mile as 
part of the lobby infrastructure 
to get a better deal from the 
government at all levels.
I recall being out on the road 
to cover a story on the after-
noon of Good Friday 2022 and 
getting an urgent call on the 
mobile and being advised the 
information being provided 
was placed in my trust to put 
it the public record in the next 
edition of the Tribune. 
Being the Easter Bank Holiday 
I was acutely aware that contact 
with the real world seemed to 
be suspended, indefinitely.
In the brief conversation I 
suddenly became aware that 
the loss of the vital cardiac cath 
lab weekly service at LUH was 
imminent. Galway was to be 
the future option.
‘Get the details out immediate-
ly,’ I was warned. 

I had learnt from previous encounters with 
officialdom that when in doubt, do the simple 
thing: but do it well because there may not be 
a second chance. 
Attempts to seek responses from officialdom 
were never going to be answered. So what 
the hell, this is a story that must be  told 
and it was a bare knuckle experience for our 
readers.
 It was our first inkling that LUH and the 
people of Donegal were under threat of losing 
a valued service.
While the information was never going to be 
confirmed as definite, why should that stop 
us?
 Because of the imminent closure of the car-
diac cath lab service, we took the decision to 
publish the story across our front page in the 
following edition… and all others until the 
service became permanent.
 Many readers simply did not believe what 
they were reading… not for the first time. 
And forever more the people of Donegal have 
good reasons to thank those politicians that 
made this possible.
 “Why has LUH and HSE never recognised 
that the €750,000 donated to the Friends was 
for a Cardiac Cath Lab and that it was raised 
by donations to ensure the necessity of heart 
procedures within Donegal? 
 That might be a good starting point to recog-
nise the reality of this fundraising initiative.” 
So ran an extract of our coverage.
 As we depended on further clarification from 
sources, we were not assured that it was a bat-
tle that could be won. But trusting our own 
instincts, the Cllrs and many others, it was 
going to be a fight to the finish. Many sources  
were involved and we kept the story running 
until it was finally resolved.
 The Donegal Cllrs. on the Western Health 
Forum played a key role. Ciaran Brogan was 
the first politician to back our story…. He was 
also the last and the only one to recognise the 
campaign in the Tribune when a successful 
outcome was delivered.
 Behind the scenes there was a massive battle 
to recognise the rights of LUH and the people 
of Donegal to have this vital service close to 
home.
 Never, never say our county councillors are 
not working hard for all of us. As far back as 
when Simon Harris was Health Minister, he 
was being urged to extend the cardiac cathe-
terisation laboratory services at Sligo Univer-
sity Hospital.
 The fact that Letterkenny’s Cath Lab was re-
tained was great  news and especially for The 
Friends of the Hospital who had previously 
raised €750,000 to facilitate the purchase of 
the equipment,
 The cardiac services in LUH are greatly 
enhanced with the lab and long may their 
lifesaving work continue to benefit the people 
of this county. 
 And for those that continue to say that the 
Western Health Forum is a talking shop: 
stop and think again. Had the outworkings 
of the Forum and the subsequent plans not 
appeared in the Tribune, there is every good 
reason to believe the service would have been 
taken out of Donegal.
Meanwhile out on the campaign trail we wish 
fair weather to every candidate. However it 
is vital to put on record the work of locally 
elected Councillors and to recognise their 
valued service before we dismiss any one of 
them as being…  useless and doing nothing 
for the past five years.
In basic terms, this is quite the lie of this 
campaign.

One of the most talked about top-
ics in Donegal politics right now 
is the Council Elections while the 
EU campaign seems many miles 
distant. And on social media and 
indeed on record by some can-
didates, there is the view being 
spun that the Cllrs do nothing 
and it is time to put new names 
and new faces into office because 
the existing ones have done noth-
ing these five years. 
 This is a campaign like no other 
because there is an evident anger 
on the doorsteps that is driven 
primarily by social media and a 
false narrative without any clarity 
or substance. 
It is also a campaign with record 
numbers of candidates including 
this county where more than 
ninety are running. They all de-
serve a fair hearing and in return, 
they have the added responsibili-
ty in not creating false presump-
tions, hoping the electorate might 
be persuaded to accept an agenda 
with no substance or knowledge 
of how local government works.
 Being an elected Member of a 
Local Authority is a long, ardu-
ous and tedious process grind-
ing out the best returns for the 
electorate. So many successful 
candidates have entered the Town 
Halls of this country hoping to 
change the Council in one fell 
swoop. How disappointed have 
they been because this is a collab-
orative process where many of the 
decisions are beyond the power of 
the Chief Executives. 
Because of the system that gov-
erns how local authorities work, 
results do not come easily and it 
is a time consuming and laboured 
process. And after years of put-
ting down the same motion, I can 
understand the frustration of the 
Members and those that elected 
them when there are no results 
and no money. 

However, Councils do not have 
pots of gold at the end of the 
rainbow. Cllrs must adopt a 
revenue budget for the county 
and one the ratepayers can afford. 
SME’s were never more stretched 
for finances and for keeping their 
doors open. How many of those 
seeking Council seats actually 
know what the revenue budget is 
or how it is accumulated in the 
first instance?
There are so many ill-informed 
and abusive comments out there, 
and prospective Cllrs may find 
themselves being elected after 
June 7th and they’ll not have 
a clue what hit them. The very 
notion that new names can 
instantly deliver for Donegal 
is self-serving and self-centred 
because it ignores the reality that 
the Council’s 37 members work 
with the Executive to get the best 
deal possible. Really, nobody in 
Donegal expects miracles or a 
new Messiah to pop and deliver 
the goods.
 How many candidates actually 
believe their own versions of 
reality and how they can change 
the way Donegal County Coun-
cil works? Because the way the 
Council works is through central 
government. After the 1997 
general election, the govern-
ment dumped household rates 
and car tax… It seemed like a 
pretty stupid idea… and it still 
is. Because the finances required 
to fill the loss of rates has never 
been fully addressed other than 
asking Councils to do more for 
less availability of money. 
Of course it goes without say-
ing that elections are there for a 
definite purpose every five years, 
new members with new ideas 
are alway welcome and needed. 
They must convince  the public 
to come out and vote to elect the 
best possible team for the coming 

April 2022 - The Fight for the Cath Lab in LUH. The Donegal Cllrs. on the Western Health Forum 
played a key role. Ciaran Brogan was the first politician to back the Tribune story…. 

He was also the last and the only one to recognise the campaign in the paper when a successful 
outcome was confirmed. Behind the scenes there was a massive battle to recognise the rights of 

LUH and the people of Donegal to have this vital service close to home. 
Let us never forget that this means life for so many…

Errigal College
Prize Giving

Errigal College, Letterkenny Student Of The Year Michael Kelly after receiving his award on Friday.

.

Errigal College hosted its 
annual Prize Giving Cere-
mony last Friday, in what 
was a vibrant celebration of 
achievements in academ-
ics, sports, arts, and com-
munity service. The event 
was attended by Dr. Niall 
Muldoon, Ombudsman for 
Children, and Donegal ETB 
representatives Ms. Anne 
McHugh, Chief Executive, 
and Dr. Martin Gormley, 
Director of Schools.
 Students were acknowl-
edged for their exception-
al academic performanc-
es, reflecting the school’s 
dedication to excellence 
in education. Athletes re-
ceived recognition for their 
triumphs on the field and 
around the track, showcas-
ing teamwork and sportsmanship. Artistic talents were celebrated across var-
ious creative disciplines, from music and drama to art. Additionally, students’ 
contributions to the community through volunteer work and social initia-
tives were commended and recognised at the ceremony.
Guest of Honour, Dr. Niall Muldoon, inspired students with his insightful 
words, encouraging them to pursue their aspirations with empathy and re-
silience. Dr. Muldoon thanked the staff at Errigal College for their fantastic 
work, “Thank you for all your wonderful work in protecting and promoting 
the rights of young people, ensuring equal access to education for all in your 
school”.
Mr. Danny McFadden, Principal of Errigal College, expressed his pride, say-
ing, “Our students have shown incredible dedication and passion in all areas, 
and it is a privilege to celebrate their achievements. They are a testament to 
the strength and spirit of our school community.”

Cllr Donal Coyle presenting student JoAnn with her 
award.

Student prizes winners Andrea Bernice Noonan J Amelie Carla, Klamroth PG.

Dr. Niall Muldoon with prizewinners at the Errigal College, Letterkenny awards.

Mrs. Margaret Russell with First Year Awardees at Errigal College, Letterkenny.

Mrs. McGowan with 2nd Year Awardees

Mr. McMenamin with 5th Year Awardees.
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Dessie Diver looking 
forward to reunion

 

50 years after captaining Swilly Rovers to 
that Donegal Youth League U16 title, Dessie 
Diver is very much looking forward to meet-
ing up with the 1974 team some of whom he 
has rarely seen in the intervening years. A 
date for the reunion is set to be confirmed 
shortly. 
“It will be nice to meet up again after all 
those years. Some of the lads I haven’t met 
in a long time. I have been away for 40 years 
myself. After going to college in Coleraine 
I moved to Dublin and then Kildare. It was 
a big thing for Swilly to win that final in the 
first year of the league. We had grown up 
listening to the stories of the FAI Junior Cup 
successes. Ramelton was a soccer mad town 
with the summer cups so as young boys we 
were part of that” Diver said.
To win that decider and defeat their arch 
rivals from the big town of Letterkenny 
was extra special. “There was always a big 
rivalry between us so it was a nice one to 
win. The nucleus of the team was from the 
town of Ramelton mostly from Church Street 
where I was born and Castle Street. Just 
John McBride and Joe McHugh were from 
Milford. To play the final at Finn Park was 
just great a month after Harps won the FAI 
Senior Cup. And for me and a couple of the 
other players we actually played twice there 
in the one week. On the Wednesday we won 
the U16 Donegal Schools Final with Loreto 
Milford and then on the Saturday it was the 
Donegal Youth title with Swilly. We used to 
go up most Sundays to watch Harps play in 
the League of Ireland” Diver said. 
That Swilly Rovers team produced players 
who went to play at youth level for Ulster and 
win a national title with Donegal under the 
management of Killea native Richie Kelly 
who had strong ties with the Ramelton club 
for many years. Recalling the build-up to the 
final on the 25th May 1974, Dessie Diver said 
there was a big excitement as Swilly success-
fully negotiated the group stages to reach the 
first ever Donegal U16 Youth Final. 
“There was big support for us with families 
and neighbours all getting behind us and a 
big crowd went to the final from the town. 
My brother Hugh was the manager and the 
late Brendan Duffy was assisting him. It was 
a great feeling to be captain and pick up the 
cup for the team. There was a nice home-
coming in Ramelton and a drive around the 
town with the cup. We all then went off to the 
Lagoon to celebrate” Dessie said.
He says there are huge changes in the way 
football is played now compared to five 
decades ago. “It was much more spontaneous 
back then. There was very little in the way of 
tactics. You just went out and played. As little 
boys we had started to play on the streets and 
then at U10 and U12 our coach was the late 
Charlie ‘Chuck’ Doherty but again it wasn’t 
tactical. Later in the 1970s coaching did come 
in a bit more with the likes of Richie Kelly 
coming down and John Jarman who used to 
be involved with Wolves used to take us for 
coaching weekends in Letterkenny. Those 
were great times in Ramelton with the Sum-
mer Cups at Swilly Park. We had big games 
with the likes of Fanad Utd and the Derry 
sides” Diver said.  

Hugh Diver manager of the winning team who was assisted by the late 
Brendan Duffy

The double winners 
Three days earlier on Wednesday 22nd May 1974 a number of that Swilly team 
had played on the Loreto Convent Milford side that won the County Schools U16 
title after a 4-2 win over St. Eunan’s College. So it was two County medals in the 
one week for John Bryant, John McBride, Dessie Diver and Sean Sweeney. Martin 
McBride (Portsalon), two from Seamus McHugh (Mount Marian) and the final 
goal was netted by Ramelton lad Dessie Diver. P.J. Sweeney and Jimmy Harte were 
the Eunan’s scorers. The cup was presented to the winning team by Finn Harps 
manager Patsy McGowan.
The winning team was John Bryant, John Friel, Mickey Ferry, John McBride, Dan 
Herrity, Declan McAteer, Dessie Diver, Martin McBride, Seamus McHugh, Sean 
Sweeney, Bernard McBride. Sub: H. Doherty.
St. Eunan’s College - Ray Guthrie, Gerry Blaine, Pat O’Donnell, Joe Devine, Joe 
Gallagher, Michael Gallagher, Jimmy Harte, P.J. Sweeney, Charlie Keeney, Tom 
Boylan, Kevin Kennedy. Sub: Pat Begley for O’Donnell. 
Ref: Packie Tourish, Manorcunningham.

Army Cup 
Afterwards the cup donated by the Defence Forces Western Command was pre-
sented to victorious captain Dessie Diver by Lieutenant Pat O’Sullivan. Fr. Leo 
Mohan was the MC afterwards and he thanked the Army for donating the cup as 
well as Paul’s Palace Donegal Town and Liam Hyland of the Central Hotel, Done-
gal Town for sponsoring the medals for the winners and runners-up.

Swilly Rovers to mark 
1974 youth title triumph
Saturday 25th May 1974 turned 
out to be yet another very mem-
orable match in the checkered 
history of Swilly Rovers Football 
Club. Their U16s had reached the 
final of the first ever official Don-
egal junior competition.
 

by Declan Kerr
It was a decider against near neigh-
bours Letterkenny Rovers and to 
add much prestige to occasion the 
game was staged at Finn Park  the 
home of Harps who the previous 
month had won the FAI Senior Cup 
for the first and as it turns out the 
only time in the club’s history to 
date. Now both Swilly and Harps are 
celebrating the 50th anniversaries of 
their respective successes.
Church Street native Dessie Diver 
who was the team captain is the man 
that has literally got the ball rolling 
for this trip down memory lane and 
the response from the 14 players and 
management has been very encour-
aging meaning a reunion is being 
planned with a date to be confirmed 
shortly. It was the very first year of 
the Donegal Youth League so the 
winners in the inaugural year wrote 
themselves into the history books. 
Swilly managed by Hugh Diver and 
assisted by the late Brendan Duffy 

were the winners of the U16 age 
category after an epic battle with 
Letterkenny Rovers that went to ex-
tra-time with the decider tied at 2-2. 
John McDaid had given Swilly a 2-0 
lead but Rovers roared back. 
The Ramelton outfit turned on 
the turbo in the early stages of ex-
tra-time with McDaid completing 
his hat-trick with a wonder strike 
from the left wing at the clubhouse 
end of the ground. Back came Let-
terkenny with an equaliser from 
captain Joe Devine. However, just 
when it seemed it was going to take 
penalty kicks to decide the outcome 
a 14-year-old boy beat the off-side 
trap to race clear and slot home what 
proved to be the winner. 
That boy was none other Con 
McLaughlin who would go on to 
score over a 100 goals at Finn Park 
during a stellar senior career for 
Harps in the League of Ireland. 
Castle Street native Con was one of 
three brothers along with his older 
sibling Denis and youngest of them 
Liam also went on to play for Harps. 
There were  also  two Sweeney 
brothers Sean and Gary from Castle 
Street in the squad while another set 
of siblings were Dessie Diver who 
played and his brother Hugh who 
was the  manager.
Sean Boyle from St. Mary’s Terrace 

also went to play for Finn Harps. The 
goalkeeper was John Bryant from 
Ballylin now resident in Shannon, 
Co. Clare. Castle Street was very 
well represented with Hugh McCa-
hill, Hugo Doherty, Sean Logan and 
Dessie Diver all on the team. The 
hat-trick hero John McDaid hailed 
from Swilly Park and is now resident 
in Milford. John McBride and Joe 
McHugh were the two Milford boys 
in the squad.  
Hugh Diver was the manager while 
still playing at senior level with 
Swilly.  The late Brendan Duffy of 
Aughnish Road was the assistant 
manager, a man who played his part 
in the successful history of Swilly 
Rovers F.C. having been a member 
of the first team from the County 
to win the FAI Junior Cup in 1962 
and he repeated that achievement in 
1967. Brendan went on to play sen-
ior soccer for Sligo Rovers.  Duffy 
and Hugh Diver had the team well 
prepared for the U16 Final and they 
got off to a good start with John Mc-
Daid putting Swilly ahead midway 
through the first half after being 
set up by Con McLaughlin. It got 
even better early in the second-half 
when McDaid doubled the Ramel-
ton side’s advantage when he raced 
onto a Sean Logan through ball to 
shoot past Letterkenny keeper Jim 

Carrigy. 
But, Letterkenny got a lifeline when 
Brian Patterson scored following an 
assist from Mick Gallagher. Swilly 
then came mighty close to making 
sure of the silverware in normal 
time when McDaid’s fine strike was 
cleared off the line by Letterkenny 
defender George Cullen. There was 
a frantic climax to the final at Finn 
Park as the boys from the Cathedral 
Town equalised seven minutes from 
the end of normal time when Kevin 
Kennedy headed home a George 
Cullen corner to make it 2-2. There 
was almost another twist just before 
the final whistle when Sean Sweeney 
headed wide from a corner. 
The Swilly Rovers that won the 
Donegal Youth League on 25th of 
May, 1974 were John Bryant, Den-
is McLaughlin, Sean Boyle, Hugh 
McCahill, John McBride, Hugo Do-
herty, Sean Logan, Sean Sweeney, 
Con McLaughlin, Dessie Diver, 
John McDaid. Subs: Gary Sweeney, 
Liam McLaughlin, Joe McHugh.   
The Letterkenny Rovers team was 
Jim Carrigy, George Cullen, Joe 
Devine, Ricky Blake, Sean McIn-
tyre, Mick Gallagher, Michael Blake, 
Terry Monaghan, Michael Gibbons, 
Brian Patterson, Derek Hunter. Sub: 
Kevin Kennedy for Gibbons.
Ref: Wilfred Wallace (Raphoe).

This photo of the winning team was taken the following week at Swilly Park before the last game of the 1974 season - Back row: John McBride, Hugh McCahill, John 
Bryant, Denis McLaughlin, Hugo Doherty, John McDaid. Front row: Gary Sweeney, Dessie Diver (captain), Sean Sweeney, Joe McHugh, Con McLaughlin, Sean Boyle 
and Sean Logan. Missing from the photo Liam McLaughlin (pictured inset).

Dessie Diver who was the Swilly Rovers team cap-
tain  on the 25th of May 1974 and is now organising 
the reunion 

Scenes from the Music and Drama Night in the Parochial Hall, Carrigart in aid of Devlinreagh NS. 

6th Class pupils who performed their drama 
“Pionta Amháin Uisce”.

Aoibhe Boyce with her father 
Brian performing.

Anna and Astasia from Ukraine 
with their teacher entertaining.

Fergus McGee onstage.

MC for the evening 
Brian Boyce. Gemma Nic Congail.

Katie McBride and Caoimhe 
Doherty on stage.

Robin McFadden.

Charley McGettigan.

Ultan Boyce.

 Suzanne McDevitt.

School principal Sarah Kelly.
Below Seamus McGrory.

Junior pupils on stage. 

Caolagh and PJ Giles at the show.
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saigh sé ag cruinniú le chéile cibé earraí a bhí ann agus 
rugadh an sailéad atá a fhios againn air inniú! Bhí leitís 
ROMAINE, ola olóige úríon, gairleoig meilte, salann, 
mostard DIJON, piobar dubh, anlann WORCESTER-
SHIRE, uibheacha cruabhruite, cáis PARMESAN, ain-
seabhaí agus CROUTON aige agus chuir sé iad uilig le 
chéile agus b’shin é! Agus an t-ainm a bhí air? CAESAR 
CARDINI. Cuirtear amach é fosta le brollach sicíne 
gríosctha. Tá sé go híontach blasta ar fad. Tá tú ábalta an 
oideas seo a mhionathrú, le maonais, mar shampla. Mar 
sin, a chairde Ghaeil, bainigí triall as go sibh cad é mar 
a théann sé duit. 
 Mar a deirim, níl tú ag gabháil duine ar bith a nimhigh! 
Tá sé soiléir go bhfuil éagsúlacht mhór ann maidir le 
sailéad, áfach tá an cuid is mó de na bunearraí mar an 
gcéanna, bunaíthe ar leitís, trátaí, oinniún dearg, cúca-
mar agus mar sin de. Agus tá na hearraí uilig i gcónaí ar 
fáil agus, mar sin, níl cosc ar bith air am ar bith sa bhliain. 
Tig leat é a bheith agat mar bhéile é féin nó mar mhias 
tionlacain. 
 Mar a luaigh mé roimhe tá sé foirfe le stéig, agus níos 
éadroime ná prátaí de achán chinéal, scallógaí, mar 
shampla. Níl an méid cealraí ann agus tá sin i gcónaí 
maith. Mar a deirim, déan do thaighde féin ar seo, agus bí 
misniúil ag déanamh turgnamh le hearraí éagsúla. Lean-
aigí ar aghaidh, a Chairde Ghaeil!

SAILÉAD NIÇOISE
Niçoise Salad

Comhábhair don anlann:
90ml ola olóige úríon 
2 ionga gairleoga, meilte 
15 ml fínéagar fíon geal
Salann agus piobar 
Don sailéad:

Dia dhaoibh uilig a 
chairde Ghaeil agus 
tá súil agam go bhfuil 
achán duine maith agus 
folláin agus ag baint sult 
as an Samhradh. Lab-
hair cúpla daoine liom 
i rith na seachtaine faoi 
na sailéidí agus na han-
lainn a bhí againn an 
seachtain seo caite- gur 
bhain siad sult astu agus 
go raibh cuma galánta 
orthu. Fosta, bhí mé ag éisteacht le Rory O’Connell, 
cócaire mór le rá, ar an Ráidío agus bhí sé ag plé 
sailéad agus anlann. Dúirt sé gur anlann simplí agus 
galánta ná sú líomóide agus ola olóige úríon, méid 
amháin sú agus trí chinn ola, le pionsa salainn leis, 
meascaithe go maith. Smaoinigh mé fosta gur rud 
maith a choimhéad in aice lámha ná próca suibhe. 
Tig leat gach rud a chuir isteach ann agus é a chroit-
headh go maith go ndéanann sé eibleacht deas, agus 
tá tú réidh le himeacht. Sin comhairle maith.
 Fosta bhí mé ag smaointiú faoi na sailéidí claise-
acha eile atá ann agus chuimhnigh mé an ceann is 
deise, dar liom féin, SAILÉAD CAESAR. Leis an 
ceann seo is é an rud is tábhachtaí na an anlann. Tá 
scéal suimiúil faoi cad é mar a cheapadh é. Tuigtear 
gur cheap fear Iodálach é i TIJUANA, i Meicsiceo 
sa bhliain 1920. Bhí bialann aige agus ar an 4ú IÚIL 
thainig scaifte daoine ó California lé seachaint ón 
Cosc ar Alcól a bhí ann ins na Stáit Aontaithe le linn 
an tréimhse sin.
 Nuair a thainig siad go dtí an bialann ní raibh go 
leor bia aige leis an scaifte uilig a chothú, agus tho-

Bia ag Caint
with Noel MacLiam

120g pónaire Francach
120g duilleogaí sailéide 
meascaithe
1 cúcamar beag, slísíní
4 trátaí aibí, gearrtha 
200g tuinnín stáinaithe , 
síothlaithe
50g anseobhaí stáinaithe, 
síothlaithe
4 uibheacha cruabhruite i 
gceathrú
50g ológaí beaga dubh
MODH
Don anlann. Meascaigh gach rud le chéile. Gearr pónaire 
agus cuir in uisce bhruithe le 2bom. Meascaigh duilleogaí, 

cúcamar, trátaí agus pónairí i mbabhla, déan caló-
ga as an tuinnín agus gearr na hanseobhaí i leith. 
Spréigh gach seo ar na duilleogaí, cuir an t-anlann 
air agus meascaigh le chéile uilig. 

ANLANN SAILÉAD CAESAR FOIRFE 
Perfect Caesar Salad Dressing 

C o m h á b -
hair:
10 filléidí 
anseóbhaí 
60ml fínéagar 
fíon dearg 
3 tbsps mus-
tard Dijon 
2 ionga gair-
leoga 
1 ubh mhór 
240ml ola 
glasraí 
30g Parmesan 
grátaíthe 
4 leitísí Little 
Gem

MODH
 I bpróisealaí meascaigh anseóbhaí, fínéagar, mus-
tard agus gairleoig le taos mín a fháil. Cuir isteach 
an ubh agus preab go gasta. Cuir ola isteach go mín 
réidh go bhfaigheann tú eibleacht mín; cuir i mbab-
hla agus cuir isteach an cáis. Cuir sa chuisneoir clú-
daithe le scannán cumhdaithe le 60 bom. 
Ag baint sult as.     Enjoying
Mór le rá.                 Well known
Ola olóige úríon.   Extra-virgin olive oil
Méid.                       Amount
Sú líomóide.          Lemon juice
In aice láimhe.    Nearby,close to hand
Croitheadh.         Shake
Eibleacht.            Emulsion
Réidh le himeacht.  Ready to go
Cleas úsáideach.  Useful trick
Cheapadh é.       It was invented
Seachaint.           Avoid
Cosc ar Alcól.     Prohibition
Tréimhse.             Period of time, era
Ag cothú.             Feeding
Brollach sicíne gríosctha   Grilled breast of chicken
Maonais.              Mayonnaise
Duine a nimhigh. To poison someone
Mias tionlacain.   Side-dish
Luaigh mé.            I mentioned



 A new musical 
project led by En-
nis-based singer 
and flutist Nuala 
Kennedy will see 
her joined by one 
of Donegal’ lead-
ing musicians for 
a special show this 
Saturday.
Nuala has invited 
a special guest in 
each venue she 
plays on this na-
tional tour, and for 
her Balor Theatre 
show on Satur-
day night she will 
be joined by re-
nowned Donegal fiddler & founder 
of Altan, Mairéad Ní Mhaonaigh.
Shorelines is a new thematic record-
ing by Nuala, which has received ac-
claim in national press at home and 
abroad, 
She is originally from County Louth, 
but living in Ennis for several years, 
grew up playing traditional music 
in Dundalk often steps outside of 
that genre – she works with the well 
known American Bonnie Prince Bil-
ly, with whom she will tour Ireland/
UK later this year, Norman Blake 
from Teenage Fanclub and Mike 
Scott of The Waterboys, amongst 

others. 
Speaking about the tour Nuala says 
“I can’t wait to bring the music of 
Shorelines to The Balor Arts Centre. 
It has been a long time brewing in my 
mind, and now the music is out there 
and alive, and developing further 
as we perform it. The theme delves 
into the role of women in tradition-
al song, and by extension examines 
their place in society. With this tour 
we can shine a light on the work of 
some of our foremothers while also 
playing some great live music”.
The show gets underway at 8pm.
For more information see www.ba-
lorartscentre.com
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Kate Carton

 The third last cow calved safely one of the nights, producing a fine 
heifer calf. I noticed that for all her sucking the calf wasn’t filling 
out and didn’t seem satisfied. When I got the cow into the calving 
gate it turned out that she only had two spins in working order (a 
two titter) and needless to say, the calf was sucking the blind ones.

A Rathmullan Woman in exile...

The Garden of Eden has 
vanished they say…

The two horses that I sent to the sales on the 
bank hollier Monday were successfully sold, 
thanks entirely to Rachel and Ed. It’s a relief to 
be down in the numbers and down in the work-
load that they entail. 
  I’m looking forward to doing work with my sin-
gle remaining young horse and to enjoying my 
time with the pensioners. It’s a pleasure to see 
the old horses and Jenny the jinnet relaxing and 
basking in the warm sunshine after the long win-
ter. They have all given long lives of loyal service 
and pleasure to many people and I’m proud to 
be able to allow them to have a safe, comfortable 
end to their days. 
When the weather did finally give in and bright-
en up I dedicated the business end of a week 
to getting the gardening in order. I cleared out 
beds and planted in about a hundred straw-
berry cuttings, I suppose there’ll be a deluge 
of fruit all at the same time, but sure I can give 
them to friends and freeze the rest. I’m setting 
no cabbages this year because I’m fed up to the 
tonsils (if I had any) doing endless losing battle 
with the slugs and caterpillars. Himself can buy 
a cabbage if he wants it and I’ll plant bug proof 
flowers in the soil that will give pleasure for 
months. The only veggies I planted this year are 
spuds, tomatoes and lettuces; every other nook 
and cranny has handfuls of mixed flower seeds 
thrown in to take their chances.    Everything is 
so late this year that I couldn’t be bothered with 
many veggies; I hope we get a good back end to 
lengthen the season at the other end.
I had Himself in Newry with the dentist a couple 
of weeks ago. His few remaining teeth and his 
falsies were giving bother and as he was due for a 
sojourn in the Bon Secour the following week it 
was essential that he get the gob in order. Thank-
fully the rain let up and it was a grand trip both 
ways, although there was no noticeable improve-
ment in the teeth department afterwards.
  I left him into the Bons on the Monday and 
collected him the Friday afternoon after a week’s 
poking and prodding. It was great to have the 
place to myself for a while. I could eat when I 
liked, not tied to dinner at one o’clock and tea at 
six. I could leave the front door open till I went 
to bed without any complaints about draughts. 
 I got the range cleaned out and the floors swept 
and hoovered and they stayed clean for the week. 

The telly plug was pulled out of the socket and 
didn’t go in again till Himself returned. I read 
and listened to music, and this time I also 
got quite a bit of wood carving done. I love 
to work away to the smell of timber and the 
sound of music; I find it very absorbing and 
relaxing, sort of like meditation or mindful-
ness. It was a lovely oasis of peace and quiet.
Jim had a rare four hour block of care for 
Herself a couple of weeks ago so we headed 
to Tullynally Castle and Gardens outside 
Castlepollard. It’s quite a big castle or fortified 
house, the home of Thomas Packenham (Earl 
of Longford) and the guided tour was fasci-
nating, if somewhat chilly in parts. He is the 
author of many books, including The Scram-
ble for Africa, which I remember from home. 
One of the other guests on the tour spotted 
a piece of equipment on a mantelpiece in the 
great hall and asked our guide Joe if it was 
for some Morse code type communication. 
Joe had no idea what it was and promised to 
find out. I was quite chuffed with my little old 
self because I recognised it as a barograph for 
measuring barometric pressure. There used to 
be one in my grandfather’s study when I was 
knee high to a grasshopper. Come to think 
of it, I haven’t seen or heard a grasshopper in 
about 40 years. Are they extinct? 
 The day was perfect; hot, dry and breezy and 
it was lovely to stroll through the castle gar-
dens before adjourning to the tea rooms in the 
stable yard for refreshments. We thoroughly 
enjoyed our few hours respite from the daily 
grind and hope for more outings if Jim can get 
care for Herself. It was only fifteen miles from 
Mountnugent, practically on the doorstep, 
but it took me 26 years to get there. We’re 
planning our next trip to Loughcrew Gardens, 
just up the road outside Oldcastle. I think I 

was there about 25 years ago but I have almost 
no recollection of it so I could be imagining 
things. That happens with age.
I was very lucky for the week Himself was 
away; there were no farming mishaps or 
disasters. There was a near miss alright one 
of the mornings, when 32 bullocks rambled 
into his sister’s garden and lawn. She rang me 
shortly after 6.30am and I flew over and got 
them turned on the lane and back into the 
field before they hit the road. That would have 
been a real disaster, but thankfully there was 
no lasting damage done to woman, beast or 
property. 
 The third last cow calved safely one of the 
nights, producing a fine heifer calf. I noticed 
that for all her sucking the calf wasn’t filling 
out and didn’t seem satisfied. When I got the 
cow into the calving gate it turned out that she 
only had two spins in working order (a two 
titter) and needless to say, the calf was sucking 
the blind ones. I got her sorted and she never 
looked back. That cow will rear the calf and 
then she’ll be fattened for the factory, along 
with any others who present with problems.
I had Mark for two nights last week. He was 
going to Dublin to meet a friend for lunch and 
to walk Dun Laoghaire pier, so he drove down 
to us and hopped the bus from Virginia the 
next morning. It’s great to get dropped into 
the city centre and not have to think about 
finding parking or remembering later where 
you left the damned car. He was blessed with 
warm, sunny weather in Dublin, while we 
had torrential, thundery downpours in Cavan 
shortly before I collected him in the evening.
  I was gone to work at 7.30 the following 
morning so didn’t see him before he left, but I 
intend going up to Rathmullan next week, so 
I’ll see him again then. Himself is murmuring 

about venturing north as soon as the weath-
er remains warm enough for him. That will 
officially herald the start of summer, though 
if last Saturday’s cold, northerly breeze was 
anything to go by, he may sit tight for a while 
yet. There’s a great whim of work taking place 
on my house build these weeks. The domes-
tic water pipes and the floor insulation are 
being fitted before the under-floor heating 
goes down and the floors are poured. I must 
have the best team of tradesmen in Ireland; I 
couldn’t fault one of them. They come when 
they say they will and do their work quickly 
and efficiently and, above all, they communi-
cate with each other and co-ordinate the work 
perfectly.
Last Sunday was a pet day with the sun belting 
down at 22 degrees and not a wisp of a cloud 
in the sky. I had the garden up to scratch,  my 
latest wood carving was at a stage that I was 
happy with, there was nothing pressing to do 
so I snared Jim for an hour and we had an 
ice-cream and a lovely stroll along the river 
Inny  in Finea. It’s a nice little village just 
seven or eight miles away in Westmeath, with 
the claim to fame that it is mentioned in the 
Percy French song, “Come Back Paddy Reilly 
to Ballyjamesduff.”
“The Garden of Eden has vanished they say
 But I know the lie of it still
 Just turn to the left at the bridge of Finea
 And stop when halfway to Cootehill.”  
The only slight difficulty there is that there is 
no turn to the left at the bridge except for an 
old bog lane some distance from the bridge. 
Maybe in Percy French’s day it was a well 
travelled highway, but I wouldn’t fancy my 
chances now in much more than an ass and 
cart. Did you know that donkeys are asinine 
creatures; like dogs are canine and horses are 
equine? That’s where the name “ass” comes 
from. Just another bit of useless information!

Kilmacrennan National School 5kmKilmacrennan National School 5km 

Scenes from the Kilmacrennan NS annual 
5km road race and walk on Friday evening.

Altan star to guest at 
Shorelines show

Letterkenny Cathedral Quarter prepares 
for the National Street Feast 

The vibrant community of Letterkenny 
Cathedral Quarter is excited to announce 
the return of its much-anticipated annual 
Street Feast, set to take place on Sunday, 
26 May. This festive event promises a day 
filled with food, fun, and entertainment 
for all ages, running from 1–4pm on the 
Church Lane.
The historic area behind Church Street 
Cycles will be transformed with street 
decorations, dining tables and a host of 
street food for the unique event.
Throughout the afternoon, there will be 
games, food and live music and a DJ.

Local cafes and restaurants in the town 
are supporting the event through spon-
sorship of tasty dishes and Cathedral 
Quarter are asking people to come join 
in the event on Sunday, May 26.
A spokesperson said “There has been 
fantastic weather over the past month 
and we hope it remain on Sunday so peo-
ple will be able to enjoy each others’ com-
pany. Our Street Feast is a great excuse 
to eat good food, meet new people and 
have lots of fun. It’s all about community, 
diversity and bringing people together, so 
if you love to cook or play music we’d love 

everyone to join in the fun, bring a dish 
too or perform in what’s sure to be one of 
the great outdoor parties of the Summer. 
We certainly hope that many new people 
who are now living in Letterkenny will be 
able to join us”. 
The Cathedral Quarter are extremely 
grateful to the volunteers from Letterk-
enny Tidy Towns who helped to get the 
area prepared for this occasion by clean-
ing up the area. For further information 
on the Cathedral Quarter Street Feast or 
to get involved contact Secretary Donnan 
Harvey on 086 345 2457.
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Cllr. JohnCllr. John

O’Donnell
IndependentIndependent

Email - johnodonnell@donegalcoco.ie        Tel. 086 809 5820Email - johnodonnell@donegalcoco.ie        Tel. 086 809 5820
Together We Can Make It HappenTogether We Can Make It Happen

Kerrykeel, Portsalon

Kerrykeel Park Development
Portsalon Development Association
Kerrykeel Tidy Towns
Kerrykeel Presbyterian Church
Swilly Mulroy Community Development
Mulroy Underage Soccer Academy
Swilly Mulroy Community Health Forum

Together We Can Make It Happen

Delighted to have helped these groups since I joined the Council

Work in progress on Portsalon Pier which is costing over €1.5m

Kerrykeel Town Sewerage Plant 
has been upgraded and I’m 

delighted it will eliminate raw 
sewerage going into Mulroy Bay.

Below is a list of the Community and Sporting 
Groups I have helped as a Councillor.

Not on the list?  Reach out and give me a call and 
get on the list for the next time!

Ramelton, Milford 
and Ballyare areas

Ramelton Care of the Aged
Milford Tidier for all
Ballyare Text Alert Committee
Lennon Festival, Ramelton
Ramelton Table Tennis Group
Ayrhill National School
Ramelton Tennis Club
Ramelton Georgian Society
Milford United FC
Milford GAA Club
RDRC The Way Forward, Rathmullan
Ray Community Group
Milford & District Fly Angling Club
Scoil Mhuire NS, Milford
Ramelton Community Centre
Milford Athletic Club
Milford Ju Jitsu Club
Ramelton Community First Responders
Ramelton Community Playgroup
Ramelton Town Hall Development
Swilly Rovers FC
Dave Gallaher Park, Ramelton

Cranford, Carrigart, Glen 
and Downings areas

Carrigart Development Association
Naoinra na nDunaibh
Mevagh Family Resource Centre
Cranford Defibrillator
Coiste Comhneachain Rosguill
Cranford Community Games
Mulroy Underage Soccer Academy
Swilly Mulroy Health Forum
Glenree Soccer Academy
Glenree United
Fanad Lighthouse
Scoil Naomh Brid, Na Dunaibh
Downings Tidy Towns
Mevagh Development Association
Mevagh Playgroup Group
Glenree United Ladies Team
Downings GAA
Swilly Mulroy Community 
Development
Cranford Athletic Club
Cranford FC
Downings Festival
Downings Christmas Lights 
Visit Downingss

Kernans Spar Store & Seating Area openingKernans Spar Store & Seating Area opening

Special Guests Tony McNamee and Jason McCahill with Anthony Kernan and management staff Sharon Hunter, Pauric McGarvey and 
Damian Daly at the grand opening of the new Kernan’s Spar Store and Seating Area at Moorfield, Ramelton on Thursday

Andy, Rachel and Pamela McGranaghan

Deli staff - Leanne McGettigan, Fiona Duffy-Toland, Michelle O’Kane, Aisling Gallagher, Ursula Ponsonby and Lucy McGettigan

Ian McGarvey with Kathleen and Orla Stevenson

Ian McGarvey with Sammy and Sally Stewart.

Teb Lane, Mary Lane, Kit Lane, Mary Bond and Paddy Bond at the official open-
ing of Kernans Spar Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson

Rona Marley, Eleanor Marley, John Tinney, Anthony Kernan, Bridin Moore and 
Patrick McBride at the opening of Kernans Ramelton. Photo Clive Wasson

Peter Doherty, Trisia O’Donnell and Derek Doyle at the official 
opening of Kernans Spar Ramelton.  Photo Clive Wasson

Store mangaer Pauric McGarvey with his family at the official opening of Kernans Spar Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson
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or highest preferenceor highest preference

Determined to deliver

Fanad

Together We Can Make It Happen

Fanad Lighthouse 
Fanad Lakes Angling
Fanad  Ju Jitsu
St. Davaddog’s NS
Swilly Mulroy Community Development
Gaeil Fhanada
Naoinra Fhanada
Fanad Youth Club
Swilly Mulroy Community Health Forum

Delighted to have helped these groups since I joined the Council

The Great Arch Walkway

The proposed new 
centre at Fanad
Lighthouse which has 
been granted planning.

ORSI Scheme Funding
The Great Arch at Pollaid  €22,000
Clar Funding 2021
St. Davaddog’s NS   €45,000
Clar Funding 2022
Rossnakill Community Hub €50,000
Clar Funding 2023
Trialough Community Centre €50,000

 

 

Kilmacrennan, Termon 
& Gartan areas

Kilmacrennan Community 
Development
Kilmacrennan Regeneration Group
Gartan Day Centre
Kilmacrennan Parent & Toddler Group
Termon GAA 
Kilmacrennan Community Hall
Kilmacrennan Celtic FC
Kilmacrennan Young at Heart
Kilmacrennan Tidy Towns
Ard na Glaise, Kilmacrennan Residents 
Assoc
Parents and Friends of Abbey Village
Kilmacrennan National School
Termon National School
An Craoibhin Termon
Kilmacrennan Community Hall
Gartan United
East Donegal Pony Club
Kilmacrennan Men’s Shed
Kilmacrennan Parish
Illistrin Schoolboys FC
Milford & District Fly Angling Club
Ballyare Text Alert Committee

No Barriers Foundation CLG
Donegal Mountain Rescue Team
Donegal County Council
Third Age Foundation CLG
Animals In Need (AIN) CLG
Turas Colmcille Camino
Errigal Cycling Club
Colmcille Gospel Choir
Donegal Motor Club CLG
Conwal Parish Church
Glen Rovers FC
Church Hill Fair Committee
Naíonra Gleann Domháin
Church Hill Community
Development Group CLG
Letterkenny Community Centre CLG
Fanad Development Association

Below is a list of the Community and Sporting 
Groups I have helped as a Councillor.

Not on the list?  Reach out and give me a 
call and get on the list for the next time!

Mary Toner, Margaret McNutt, Mary Sweeney and Kathleen Duffy

Isaac and Grace Pyper with their grandchildren Shay and Sarah

Eimear Friel with her aunt Marjorie and mother Sally

Frances O’Donnell and daughter Eileen McLaughlin

Maria Coyle with her sister Eileen McGarvey

Siobhan Cullen, Megan Coonan, Jack Coonan and Johnny Coonan at the official opening of Kernans Spar 
Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson

Staff and suppliers with Anthony Kernan as he cuts the ribbon at the official opening of Kernans Spar Ramelton last Thursday.  Photo Clive Wasson

Maura Muire and Sharon Hunter at the offical open-
ing. Photo Clive Wasson

John and Denis Giannopvlos Rosemary and Caoimhe Begley.

Mary and Danny Cullen

John Barbour with Derek Doyle.
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Mevagh Car Wash 
and Coffee Morning

 There will be a fundraising Car Wash and Coffee 
Morning held at the Bewglass Centre Carrigart on 
Saturday 25th May from 10am to 2pm. All pro-
ceeds are in aid of the  Mevagh Day Centre and 
Mevagh Voluntary Fire Service. 

niall

blaney
7TH JUNE 2024

e u r o p e  m a t t e r s

VOTE

NO.1

Please continue your preference for
Lisa Chambers and Barry Cowen

Jiu Jitsu success in European Masters

 A group of Donegal competitors claimed a haul 
of medals at the annual European Jiu Jitsu Cham-
pionships held in Barcelona last weekend. 
They claimed a total of five podium finishes in-
cluding three gold medals.
Four of these competitors train out of Rilion Gra-
cie Ireland headquarters in Letterkenny under 
head coach Brian ‘Barney’ Coyle from Ramelton 
and one out of Rilion Gracie Ireland Donegal 
Town under coach Bryan Gorman .
Among the gold medal winners was Tony David-
son took gold in the blue belt master 2 feather-
weight division. Tony is the well-known chef who 
run’s Fisk in Downings and this was his second 
time to claim gold at European level. 
Valentin Ciobanu took gold in the blue belt mas-
ter 3 lightweight division. 
Ardara based Igors Dedovs took gold in the brown 
belt master 2 featherweight division
Ramelton-based Bernie Coyle, the only female 
competitor of the group, secured silver in her 
bracket.
Her husband Brian Coyle took Bronze in Black 
belt master 2 light feather division.

Speaking after the event Barney stated: “This past 
weekend, we had five Rilion Gracie Ireland com-
petitors take home five European medals at the 
IBJJF International  European masters that took 
place in Barcelona. I’m very happy with everyone’s 
performance over the two day event and it is nice 
to see that we can  take home medals at this level 
as there was competitors from all over the globe 
at this event.”
He added that anyone looking to start their jour-
ney in Jiu-jitsu for self-defense or the sporting el-
ement to get in touch as new members are always 
welcome.
For more information you can follow Rilion Gra-
cie Ireland on Facebook and Instagram.

Tractor Pulling 
at Cranford

Kevin Gallagher taking part in the event getting to 75.8metres on this pull with 
Jack Hunter.

Sarah Thompson, Rathmullan, Lorraine Stevenson, Ramelton and Eimer Thompson, Rathmullan in Cranford.

Groups enjoying the Tractor Pulling Event in Cranford on Sunday.

Cllr. John O’Donnell with his daughter Molly and nephew Cillian in Cranford.

Kenneth Hegarty from Cranford organised the 
charity Tractor Pulling for Letterkenny A&E and 
St. Gabriel’s Ward in Temple Street in Cranford on 
Saturday and Sunday. Large crowds came along 
and the results are :-  
2WD 5t - 1st. Monty, 2nd. Alex Hegarty, 3rd. Kyle 
Hegarty, 4th. Hughie Boyce, 5th. Seamus O’Toole, 
6th. Damien O’Connor.
2WD 5.5t - 1st. Robert Smyth, 2nd. Kyle He-
garty, 3rd. PJ McGrath, 4th. Eoin Smyth, 5th. 
Ken Cooke, 6th. Vincent Kealey.
7.5t - 1st. John Gallagher, 2nd. Barry Brolly, 
3rd. Marc Gallagher, 4th. Francis McKeamey, 
5th. Gerard McCarron, 6th. Brendan Boyle.
8.5t - 1st. Barry Brolly, 2nd. Kevin Gallagher, 
3rd. Mark Gallagher, 4th. Chris Friel, 5th. Ja-
son Flanaghan, 6th. Ryan Hegarty.
9.5t - 1st. Barry Brolly, 2nd. Ken Cooke, 3rd. 
Johnny Hegarty, 4th. Allister Cooke, 5th. Bri-
an Doherty, 6th. Ryan Hegarty.
11.5t - 1st. Ken Cooke, 2nd. Barry Read.
14t - 1st. Allister Cooke, 2nd. Johnny Hegarty, 
3rd Barry Read.
 Thanks to the main sponsors for the week-
end -  GH Farming; The Hair Shop; Hegar-
ty Plant Hire; Hugh Boyce Haulage; D&M 
Tyres; Kevin Gallagher Agri Contracts; Brian 
Doherty Agri Contracts; Logues of Cranford; 

Christopher Friel Plant Hire; THG Contracts; 
William Peoples Timber Haulage and Shields Agri 
Spares.
Thank you for all donations that was received 
during the event and to all the locals that helped 
organise the setting up of the field and also organ-
ised parking and security through out the event. 

Alaistair Grier, Ramelton enjoying an ice cream at the event.
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Brian McCormick Cup Final

Keadue and Letterkenny Rovers 
in McCormick Final

Jim Sheridan guest at FAI Cup 50th event 

Long Kerry trip for Harps

The Brian McCormick Cup Final will take place 
this Sunday and will see Letterkenny Rovers take 
on Keadue Rovers at Diamond Park with a 1pm 
start. Extra-time and penalties will be on standby 
to decide the outcome if necessary. 
 On paper Keadue will be the slight favourites 
by virtue of finishing third in the Premier while 
Letterkenny won Division and will be joining the 
Central Park outfit in the top flight next season. 
However, it must be factored in that Rovers were 
an Ulster Senior League side only two years ago 
and when they made an application to join the 
Donegal Junior they were given a place in Divi-
sion 1.
So Stephen McConnell’s men will fancy their 
chances of completing a double after the heart-
break of losing the Ulster Junior Cup Final last 
month against Buncrana Hearts. They have expe-
rience and quality in the form of Chris Malseed, 
Dean McCarry, Christy Conaghan, Joel Gorman, 
Nathan Plumb and Lee McMonagle. Keadue had 
a decent league campaign and will be looking to 
build on that now. The likes of Paul ‘Yank’ Boyle, 
Brendan McCafferty, Martin Ferry, Chris Greene, 
Peter McGee and former Finn Harps player Mark 
Forker provides the team with a strong backbone 
to go for McCormick Cup glory on Sunday.
McMonagle’s extra late winner
Letterkenny Rovers booked their place in the de-
cider eventually overcoming Kildrum Tigers in 
Ballyare last Sunday. It took a late Lee McMonagle 

goal in the second period of extra-time to secure 
the win for Stephen McConnell’s side. The Tigers 
had to go into extra-time with just ten men after 
Frankie McBrearty was sent off just before the fi-
nal whistle. Letterkenny Rovers - Mark Anthony 
McGinley; David O’Donnell (Nathan Bonner), 
Chris Malseed, Dean McCarry, Caolan McCon-
nell (Ryan Lonergan); Joel Gorman, Henry Welles 
(Adam Murphy), Christy Conaghan, Lee Mc-
Monagle, Nathan Plumb (Tim Callaghan), Gareth 
Doherty. Ref: Mick Lagan 
Keadue quality sees off Tigers
Keadue Rovers had a 3-0 win over Cappry Rovers 
in the second semi-final also played at Diamond 
Park on Sunday. The scorers were Brendan Mc-
Cafferty, Chris Greene and Mark Forker. Brendan 
McCafferty who was a member of the Donegal 
Junior League side that reached the Oscar Traynor 
Cup semi-final put the Rosses outfit in front from 
an early free-kick. Another free-kick early in the 
second half converted by Chris Greene gave Kea-
due a nice cushion. Veteran Forker, another mem-
ber of the Donegal Oscar Traynor team rounded 
off the scoring, Cappry played the final few min-
utes with ten men following a sending-off.   
Keadue Rovers - Caolon Bonner; Matthew Smith, 
Martin Ferry, Paul Boyle, Brendan McCaffer-
ty; Maurice McGee, Aidan Brennan, Michael 
Greene, Mark Forker, Peter McGee, Chris Greene. 
Subs used: David Ward, Matthew Comiskey, Jor-
dan Saville. 

 Finn Harps face a long trip to Tralee this Friday 
for their second meeting of the season with bot-
tom of the table Kerry F.C. Harps were in Dublin 
last Friday night to play UCD so with the Kerry 
journey all being done in the one day it’s going 
to be a serious test of the physical and mental 
strength of a part-time squad.
 Harps will be minus captain Tony McNamee, 
arguably their best player so far in the campaign. 
The Ramelton man is getting this Saturday so 
Murphy has a big gap to fill in the middle of the 
park as McNamee has posed the team’s most le-
thal attacking threat with five goals so far in 2024.
David Crawley and Ryan Rainey will have to 
take on the big responsibility of ensuring that the 
visitors are well organised in the middle of the 
park and hope that the likes of Success Edogun, 
Sean O’Donnell and Max Johnston can finish the 
chances created.
 Harps will see this as a potential chance to get 

another three away points but equally Kerry will 
sense some vulnerability in the visitors with Mc-
Namee absent as he has started every game this 
season.  
If fit Conor Tourish is likely to come back into the 
reckoning for a starting place. Tourish had been 
introduced in the second half of the Longford 
game a fortnight ago but then missed the UCD 
match. The central defender had missed the pre-
vious three games due to injury. It’s timely with 
Mattie Matkinson facing a suspension.
When the two sides met in Ballybofey on Friday 
23rd, manager Murphy certainly wasn’t happy 
with the 0-0 draw.against second from bottom 
Kerry. While the hosts had their fair share of pos-
session the performance in the final third of the 
field was poor. The visitors did have chances and 
could easily have left Finn Park with their first 
win of the season. Kerry came north with just two 
draws from their opening five games. 

Draw against Students

UCD 3-3 Finn Harps
Finn Harps had to settle for a draw on Friday at 
the Belfield Bowl after taking the lead three times 
in the game which included an 86th minute pen-
alty converted by Success Edogun that looked to 
have sealed a big win for the visitors against the 
side second in the table. But two minutes into 
injury Eanna Clancy headed home to secure the 
hosts a share of the spoils. In an overall context a 
draw was probably a fair result but Darren Mur-
phy will be disappointed that his men didn’t hold 
out for a victory that would have made their place 
in the top five more comfortable as the halfway 
stage of the season approaches. 

Murphy made three personnel changes from 
the Longford win with Tim Heimer replaced in 
goals by Conor Walsh, Darragh Coyle came in 
for Jamie Watson in the right side of defence and 
Sean O’Donnell was preferred to Patrick Ferry in 
a wide midfield role. Heimer and Watson were 
out due to a bug while Conor Tourish wasn’t fit to 
travel either and it left the manager with just five 
subs which included 15-year-old Gavin McAteer 
on his first away trip. 
Harps got off to a dream start with O’Donnell 
finding the back of the net in the first minute. 
However it was short lived as Donal Higgins got 
the Students back on level terms for the first time 

on the night from a free-kick. Edogun put the vis-
itors in front again on 35 minutes, latching onto a 
ball down the left wing before cutting in to shoot 
low across Kian Moore to the far corner of the 
goal. UCD with former Dundalk and Shamrock 
Rovers star Ronan Finn playing his first match of 
the season dominated the territorial stakes in the 
early stages of the second half and got their reward 
just before the hour mark when Ciaran Behan’s 
low shot crept past Walsh with the aid of a deflec-
tion.  Harps came a little more into the game after 
that and they also got the sniff of a scoring oppor-
tunity on 76 minutes when impressive central de-
fender Noe Babe made a good interception inside 
his own half and while his pass was good it was 
just long enough for keeper Moore to race from 
his goal and clear ahead of the imposing presence 
of big Edogun. 
At the other end on 81 minutes the home side 
missed two decent chances in quick succession 
following a corner. Then on 86 minutes the visi-
tors regained the lead for a third time when the 
referee after a bit of a delay pointed to the penalty 
spot somewhat controversially following what he 
judged was a foul on Baba. Edogun confidently 

converted the spot-kick, sending the keeper the 
wrong way. 
So it was all looking good for a big victory for the 
visitors against the side second in the table. But, 
there was to be another twist on 92 minutes Ean-
na Clancy got the end of a free-kick from the half-
way line to loop a header over Walsh to salvage 
a draw for William O’Connor’s side.  The result 
keeps Harps fourth in the stable ahead of the long 
journey to Tralee this Friday to take on Kerry F.C.
Finn Harps -  Conor Walsh; Darragh Coyle, Mat-
thew Makinson, Noe Baba, Luke O’Brien; David 
Cawley, Ryan Rainey (Stephen Doherty 65); Suc-
cess Edogun, Tony McNamee, Sean O’Donnell; 
Max Johnston (Patrick Ferry 57). Not used: Oisin 
Cooney (Gk), Gavin McAteer, Shane McMonagle.

Harps Lotto
There were no jackpot winners in the Finn Harps 
Super 4 Lotto draw for 16th May.   The numbers 
drawn were  1, 7, 26, 27. The next draw takes place 
on Thursday 23rd May and the jackpot is €10,000.
There were two match 3 winners this week 
each winning €100 each - Danny McLaughlin, 
Creeslough; Phil Cahill, Convoy.

 Rathmullan native Jim Sheridan was one of the guests at an event 
in Dublin on Friday evening celebrating 50 years since the histor-
ic Finn Harps FAI Cup triumph in 1974. Sheridan was captain of 
the team managed by Patsy McGowan that defeated St. Patrick’s 
Athletic in the final.  Other guests included former Republic of 
Ireland star Shay Given and current senior women’s international 
player Tyler Toland. The event was compered by Tommy Martin. It 
was hosted by the Donegal Dublin Business Network and the Finn 
Harps Supporters Club Dublin Branch and took place in the O’Neill 
Lounge in the UCD Student Centre before the Harps game at the 
Belfield Bowl which ended 3-3. 

The club also gave an update on the new stadium and again details 
of the funding arrangements for €7.3 million development were 
outlined but the need to sell the current Finn Park barely barely got 
a mention.
 That was surprising considering that earlier in the week legendary 
Finn Harps manager Patsy McGowan said that the trustees of Finn 
Park cannot be pressured into selling the ground in order to help 
complete the building of the new stadium in Stranorlar.
 At a public meeting in Ballybofey last month Finn Harps F.C. said 
that the current ground had to be sold to complete the funding 
of the new development. McGowan was responding to that news 

when he told the Tribune that Finn Park is the home of senior foot-
ball in Donegal and that’s where the money should be spent in up-
grading the current stadium with a new all-seater stand replacing 
the current corrugated tin structure.
“It’s a no-brainer to do an upgrade job on the current Finn Park 
which has been home to Harps since they entered the League of 
Ireland in 1969. The Stranorlar site is not fit for purpose. It’s wet 
ground and doesn’t have the infrastructure around it that Finn Park 
has with the car parks right beside it. The reason the club is trying 
now to sell Finn Park is because they can’t raise the money to help 
build the new stadium” McGowan told the Tribune last week.

In Memoriam

Planning Notice

Meehan
Gerry

Letterkenny 
In loving memory of 
Gerry who died on 
26th of May, 2021.

A silent thought
A little prayer

For someone special 
in God's care.

Fondly remembered 
by your sister-in-law 
Nora and family.

McGinley
Frances

Moylehill, Milford
2nd Anniversary

In loving memory of a dear 
wife, mother and grand-
mother who died on the 25th 
May 2022

Today’s the anniversary of 
the day that I lost you

And for a time it felt as though 
my life had ended too

But loss has taught me many things
 and now I face each day

With hope and happy memories 
to help me on my way

And though I’m full of sadness 
that you’re no longer here

Your influence still guides me 
and I still feel you near

What we shared will never die 
it lives within my heart

Bringing strength and comfort 
while we are apart.

Always remembered and sadly missed by your  
husband Gerald

~~~~~
God saw you getting tired 
and a cure was not to be

So he put His arms around you 
and whispered “Come with me”
With tearful eyes we watched you 

and saw you pass away
Although we loved you dearly 
we could not make you stay

A golden heart stopped beating
hard working hands to rest

God broke our hearts to prove 
to us He only takes the best.

Loved and missed everyday by Lorraine and Shane, 
Paul and Shauna, Ciaran and Fiona,   Gerald and 
Ceara, and Veronica.

~~~~~
We're so grateful that you were our Granny

 You filled our lives with so much love 
and precious memories

You will always be loved and forever missed.

Love from your grandchildren and great grandchildren
~~~~~

In loving memory of a dear sister Frances.

The most wonderful sister that ever lived
Whatever she had she was willing to give

Always happy, so kind and content
Loved and respected where ever she went

Treasure her Lord as she takes a rest
For she was our sister and one of the best. 

Loved and sadly missed by your brother Gerard, 
sister-in-law Kathleen, nephew Gary, niece Gem-
ma, Jason and Jake, Ramelton. 

~~~~~
In loving memory of a dear sister Frances.

A daily thought, a silent tear
A constant wish that you were here
In our hearts you will always stay
Loved and remembered everyday.

Always loved and missed by your brother Pat, 
Bernie and family.

~~~~~
In loving memory of a dear sister Frances. 

Your life was a blessing
 your memory a treasure

You’re loved beyond words 
and missed beyond measure. 

Deeply missed by your brother Joe and Olive. 
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on                
Saturday 25th May in St Peter’s Church,                
Milford at 7.30pm.

Shevlin
Altaheeran, Downings

In loving memory of our dear father who died 
on the 11th May 1996 and our dear mother who 
died on the 9th May 2000.

A silent thought, a little prayer
for special parents now in God's care.

Always remembered by your loving family    
Sophia, Mary, Stephen, Eddie and families
Anniversary Mass in St John the Baptist Church 

Carrigart at 6pm on Saturday the 25th May.

Michael
27th Anniversary

Mary Anne
23rd Anniversary

Crerand 
P.J.

Kilmacrennan Road, 
Milford

14th Anniversary
In loving memory of a 
precious son, brother and 
uncle who died on 24th 
May 2010.

A place in my heart is yours alone, a piece of 
love no one else can own

Deep in my heart your memory is kept 
for a son I loved and will never forget.
I long for face and voice that is gone, 

we think of your sayings and picture your smile
You left behind some aching hearts that loved 

you most sincere, 
we will never forget you PJ Dear xxx

 
Loved and sadly missed every day Mum xxx.

~~~~~
PJ
If we could visit Heaven, even for a day maybe 

for a moment the pain would go away
I'd put my arms around you and whisper words 

so true that living my life without 
you is the hardest thing to do

No matter how we spend our days
no matter what we do

No morning dawns or evening falls 
when we don't think of you.

Sadly missed and loved by brother Gary and  
Tanya xx

~~~~~
To uncle P.J.

Ever since you left me I've always thought of 
you, and forever in my heart

 I'll always think of you
Hugs and kisses sent to Heaven above.

 
Love always Ellen and Odhrán xxx.

~~~~~
In secret we weep, in silence we cry
As each lonely hour and day pass by

There's only one thought that eases our pain
And it's knowing that one day 

we'll be together again.

Missed everyday and loved by your brother 
Shaun and Elisha, Michaella, Kodie, Caolin, 
Tiernan, Kayden and Kacie Leigh xxx

~~~~~
Just a prayer from a family who loved you

Just a memory fond and true
In our hearts you will live forever
For we thought the world of you

Sadly missed by Eddie, Eilish and family xxx.
~~~~~

A date that's filled with sadness 
returns to us each May,

To mark the day you left us 
in such a sudden way,

No matter how life changes
no matter what we do,

A special place within our hearts
 is always kept for you.

Love always Deirdre, Kieran, Roisin and            
Jacqueline xxx

Anniversary Mass on Sunday 26th May at 
11.00am in St. Peter's Church, Milford. 

Remembering in our prayers 
the McBride family at this time.

Donegal County Council
The Racecourse, Kilmacrennan, Letterkenny PO
I, Stephen O’Donnell am applying to Donegal County 
Council for planning permission for the construction 

of eight number dwelling 
houses in the form of four 
Semi-Detached units with 
connection to existing ser-
vices and all associated 
site development works at 
The Racecourse, Kilmac-
rennan, Letterkenny PO, 
Co. Donegal in the town-
land of Kilmacrennan. 

 The planning applica-
tion may be inspected 
or purchased, at a fee 
not exceeding the rea-
sonable cost of making 
a copy, at the offices of 
the Planning Authority, 
County House, The Di-
amond, Lifford, Coun-
ty Donegal during the 
public opening hours of 
the Planning Authority 
and that a submission or 
observation in relation 
to the application may 
be made to the Planning 
Authority, in writing, 
on payment of the pre-
scribed fee of €20 with-
in the period of 5 weeks 
beginning on the date 
of receipt of the appli-
cation by the Planning 
Authority.

Swilly Rovers players receiving awards at the Club Presentations - Ciaran Kelly Player of the Year; Darragh McDaid Young Player of the Year and Shane McNamee Players Player of the Year, Top Scorer, Best Goal with Paul 
Callan and Laurence Toland.

Success Edogun in action for Harps in Belfield on Friday.
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Car Park at Milford SchoolCar Park at Milford School

More playgrounds needed for children in the Milford LEA – Aaron Sweeney

First Minister O’Neill launches Sinn Féin’s election campaign

Mark Sweeney accepting the Milford 
United 50/50 Jackpot prize of €1000 
for his sister Orla Sweeney, The Ross, 
Fanad from Martin Roarty following the 
April 50/50 Draw. The next draw will take 
place on Sunday 2nd June for a guaran-
teed jackpot of €1000. 

Cllr. John O’Donnell pictured at the car 
park at Scoil Mhuire in Milford. Up to 
twelve cars can park across from the 
main entrance to the school and Cllr. 
O’Donnell sourced the land and provid-
ed the funding to construct the carpark 
from his Council funding. He is delighted 
with the way it turned out providing for 
safe park for teachers, staff and visitors.

Death of 
Michael McAteer

Doncaster and Carland

 The death 
took place 
the 15th 
of January 
of Michael 
D a n i e l 
M c At e e r 
in Doncas-
ter.  Mick 
was born 
in Don-
caster on 
the 29th of 
April 1950 
to parents 
D o r e e n 
and Pat-
rick. He 
was one of 
five children with siblings, Julie, John, Berna-
dette and Maria. Mick grew up in Edlington 
and lived there all his life. 
 Mick spent as many weeks as he could on 
holidays in his beloved Carland, Kerrykeel. 
He visited his cousins, Martin and Danny 
McVey and their families. He loved it there 
and it became his second home. He was a 
well-known character in the Kerrykeel area, 
he enjoyed meeting friends from the village 
and got to know so many of the locals over 
the past 40 years.
 Mick loved attending a Donegal game when-
ever he was here on holiday. Mick was foot-
ball mad, he just loved the game and has been 
a Liverpool supporter all of his life. He was 
also a very passionate Ireland supporter.
Mick was a kind, considerate and loving 
man, who would do anything for his family 
and friends. Mick was looking forward to re-
turning to Ireland and had the boat booked 
for his next trip in January but unfortunately 
it was not to be. Sadly, Mick passed away, on 
the 15th of January, aged 73. 
He will be greatly missed by all who loved 
him. Mick is now reunited with those gone 
before him and although he has left a big 
hole in the heart of those who love him, he 
has also left many cherished memories and a 
legacy that will last a lifetime.
Mass will be offered in Mick’s memory in St. 
Columba’s Church, Massmount on Saturday 
25th of May at 7 p.m. with interment of ashes 
in the family plot in the adjoining cemetery 
afterwards.

An increase in funding is needed to deliver more 
playgrounds that will benefit communities with-
in the Milford LEA,  Fine Gael candidate Aaron 
Sweeney has said.
  Mr. Sweeney is calling for more funding from 
Government to help Donegal County Coun-
cil meet the cost of large-scale new playground 
projects and also to expand and upgrade existing 
playgrounds.  
 Sweeney said: “I know how important these spac-
es are in terms of physical and mental well-being 
for the whole family. The Department of Rural 

and Community Development provides signif-
icant funding towards the establishment and 
improvement of playgrounds through various 
schemes that it operates.

 “The Capital Grant and Play Recreation scheme 
operated by the Department of Children, Equali-
ty, Disability and Youth, supports Local Authori-
ties in improving access to quality play and recre-
ation facilities within our communities.
“It offers funding of up to €18,000 per project, 
with a total of €450,000 awarded to 29 councils 

last year.
“However, this funding is contingent on Done-
gal County Council matching funding of at least 
25% of the amount provided by the department, 
which could be a barrier particularly as construc-
tion and material costs are on the rise.
“This is why more funding is required from Gov-
ernment with an increased cap for project awards 
to ensure Donegal County Council can deliv-
er playgrounds and play spaces where they are 
needed.
“Concerns have been expressed regarding equip-

ment in some public playgrounds falling into 
disrepair and upgrading or replacing these pieces 
can be challenging and some councils can find it 
difficult getting projects off the ground.
“This is why a boost in funding and a change to 
the criteria for the Play and Recreation Scheme 
would be ideal.
“Playgrounds are vital spaces for our children and 
families in the wider Milford LEA and Fine Gael 
is committed to their future development and to 
delivering stronger and safer communities,” Aar-
on Sweeney said.

Aaron Sweeney with his grandfather Manus Sweeney handing in nomination papers at county house in Lifford 
to Returning Officer Paul McGill.

Milford Utd. 
50/50

At the Radisson Blu Hotel in Letterkenny on 
Sunday, First Minister Michelle O’Neill officially 
launched Donegal Sinn Féin’s local election cam-
paign.
Sinn Féin will be running the biggest team ever for 
the elections to Donegal County Council with 18 
candidates across the county.
With 19 days to go before the local and European 
elections on June 7th, hundreds gathered to hear 
the First Minister give a keynote speech.
European election candidate Chris Mac Manus also 
gave a speech outlining, among other things, his 

desire to address rural decline and regional imbal-
ance.
Also in attendance were Deputies Pearse Doherty 
and Pádraig Mac Lochlainn.
Maria Doherty Sinn Féin candidate in the Milford 
LEA said that it was an honour to be standing for 
the party with 17 other fellow candidates, who all 
hope to get elected to Donegal County Council.   
“This election is hugely important as rural Ireland 
needs to see investment in so many areas, social 
housing, health services, roads, community facili-
ties, childcare and the only way this is going to hap-

pen is if SF are elected so that we have the strongest 
possible representation in local councils who will 
then work with a SF government”. 
She said that this is what being ready to deliver 
change is about, it means building homes, tackling 
the cost of living, delivering a better health service, 
making child care affordable and delivery of a real 
and accessible 100% redress scheme for defective 
block home owners.
 If elected Maria committed to working hard for 
her community to deliver on housing, health and 
investment for rural communities.

Maria Doherty who is contesting the Local Elections for Sinn Féin in the Milford Electoral Area pictured with Michelle O’Neill, Deputies Padraig MacLochlainn and Pearse 
Doherty, Chris McManus MEP and friends and family at the launch.

Letterkenny Athletic Club Notes 
The Hickey, Clarke & Langan Inter Firms 5km took place on Tuesday the 14th 
May from Diver’s Hyundai on Canal Road, Letterkenny. 
LAC’s Mark McPaul ran an excellent time of 15.43 to win the race. Mark was 
running with Enterprise Rent a Car while Noeleen Scanlon was the first mem-
ber to cross the line in 17:04 followed by Michael Harkin in 17:14 running 
with St. Eunan’s. Enda McLaughlin ran 17:56 with Zeus, Cian Friel ran 17:58 
with Donegal County Council, Dessie Sheils ran 18:09, Luke Daly 18:38, Luke 
Sweeney ran 19:05 with St. Eunan’s, Callum Keaveny ran 19:12, Caolan Spratt 
ran 19:14 with St. Eunan’s, Aidan McKenna ran 19:24,   Barry Mackey ran 
19:53, Colly O’Donnell ran 20:05 with Sweeney’s Spar, Paul Toner ran 20:21 
with the ATU, Mark McFadden ran 20:54 with Glenveagh, Frances Judge ran 
21:56, Frank Pinder ran 23:32 with TCS, Denis Gallagher ran 29:46 and Claire 
Price ran 29:47.
  Congratulations to LAC’s Ann Marie McGlynn who raced in London in the 
Highgate “Night of 10,000m PBs”. Ann Marie crossed the line in 33:17.
 Well done to club members who competed in the Strabane half marathon.   
Philip McHugh ran an outstanding time of 1:14:01, Kieran Crawford 1:23:02, 

Alvaro Azpetitia 1.31.04, Ciaran O’Donnell 1:36:46, Margaret Shiels 1:49:51, 
Ray McDermott 1:52:25, Conor McDaid 1:56:31, while Diane Bustard ran 
2:10:03. 
 LAC Fit 4 Life ran super times of 1.50.22 and 2:07:19 in the relays.
 In the National 5k which was held in the Phoenix Park Dublin LAC’s senior 
men’s team were crowned National Senior 5k silver medallists.
  There was a clean sweep in the over 35’s category in the National 5k cham-
pionships with Danny Mooney, Mark Greenan and Eoghain McGinley taking 
1st, 2nd & 3rd place respectively. Also, congratulations to Ciaran Doherty who 
was the winner of the over 45’s category.  
 Kilmacrennan National School hosted a 5km road race and Paul Toner was the 
first LAC member to cross the line in a time of 20:17 while Monica McGran-
aghan was first female home in 20:38.  Stephen Shiels ran 20:45, Gary Price 
21:33 and Samuel Rankin ran 24:10.

 LAC meets Tuesday 5.15pm and at 6.30pm for an interval running session, 
Thursday evening for a hill run at 6pm, Saturday morning at 9.30am for a tem-
po run and Sunday at 8am for a long run. 
 All runs start at the Aura. All levels catered for and encouraged.

Fine Gaels Aaron Sweeney buying a ticket in the Downings GAA Club Helicopter Ball Drop Draw at the launch 
on Saturday with officials Eoin Byrne, Hugo McClafferty and Kevin Gallagher.



FanadFanad
Funeral of Roseanne McBride
The funeral took 
place on Sunday of 
Roseann McBride, 
Ardglass, Portsa-
lon. Aged 95, Ro-
seann passed away 
on Friday at Let-
terkenny Universi-
ty Hospital.
She will be sadly 
missed by all her 
family, neighbours 
and many friends.
Removal of the re-
mains was from 
The Eternal Light 
Chapel of Rest, 
Mountain Top, Letterkenny on Friday to her late 
residence at Ardglass.
Fr Anthony Briody officiated at the Requiem 
Mass on Sunday at St. Columba’s Church, Mass-
mount. Burial took place afterwards in the ad-
joining graveyard. Deepest sympathies are ex-
tended to the family circle
OLD SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTRE, 
KERRYKEEL
Gentle Yoga with Jane - new 5-week block starts 
this Thursday 23rd May from 10-11am - €50 
(with HSE Sports & Social Club members also 
facilitated). Suits all levels, just bring a mat. Con-
tact 086 836 7776 for enquiries and booking.
Pilates with Caitriona - new 4-week block starts 
this Thursday 23rd May - 2 classes - either 5.30-
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Eamonn ScottEamonn Scott
Funeral DirectorsFuneral Directors

-----------------------------------
Fanad & Letterkenny

• 24 Hours Service
• Cremations
• Overseas Funerals Arranged

Tel. 086 1632233 or 086 8366285
Care & compassion, every step of the way

6.30pm OR 6.45-7.45pm. €45. Con-
tact 083 042 7887 for enquiries and 
booking.
Kerrykeel Yoga
Gentle Yoga Class with Jane - new 6 
week block of classes every Thursday 
from 10-11am, €60 for 6 weeks, suits 
all levels, just bring a yoga mat.
Fanad SVP
 If you are experiencing difficulty the 
local branch of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society is willing to help. If in need, 
contact the Society on 0877003732 
regarding any financial problem. All 
matters dealt with in confidence. 
Kerrykeel ‘ 71 Cards
 Kerrykeel ’71 FC Cards continues in 
the Village Inn, Kerrykeel every Mon-
day at 7.30pm. 
Guide Dog Day concert Milford
The Irish Guide Dogs for the blind 
are holding a variety concert in the 
Milford Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, F92 PN5D, on this Friday 
24th May at 7:30pm. Join us for an 
unforgettable evening of Music and 
Entertainment. Experience sensa-
tional performances while support-
ing a worthy cause. Tickets are €10 
and can be bought from Milford & 
District Facebook Page.
Spring Schedule at the Old School 
Community Centre Kerrykeel:
MONDAYS:  Fanad Ju-Jitsu Club:   
7.30-8.30pm (7-12 year olds); and 
8.30-9.30pm (teens & adults) Con-
tact Pól on 086 363 5623

Sewing Group: (Re-starting on Mon 
4th Mar): 7-9.30pm. Contact Eileen 
on 086 851 3870
TUESDAYS:  Slimming World:  5.15-
6.45pm.
Contact Catherine on 083 830 0989
Unwind Your Mind Meditation 
Class: 7-8pm.
Contact Claire on 087 298 9545
WEDNESDAYS: Crochet & Needle-
work Class:  8-10pm. Contact Kath-
leen on 086 348 6684.
  THURSDAYS:   Gentle Yoga:   10-
11am. Contact Jane on 086 836 7776
Pilates Class:   5.30-6.30pm   and   
6.45-7.45pm.
Contact Caitriona on 083 042 7887
Mulroy Jivers:  (Re-starting Thurs 14 
Mar):  8-10pm. Contact Niall on 086 
233 1174.
SUNDAYS:   Let’s Mess Donegal 
(Sensory Play Sessions): Run month-
ly, as advertised. Contact Maggie on 
086 061 5598.
 Further details & updates on Face-
book at The Old School Community 
Centre, Kerrykeel.
Crochet and Needlework
 Crochet and Needlework classes 
continue in the Old School Commu-
nity Centre Kerrykeel on Wednes-
day evenings from 8-10pm. Contact 
Kathleen 086 3486684.
Grinds don Ghaeilge
Grinds available for all levels of stu-
dents. Group rates available. Con-
tact 086 357 8503 for more info.

Fanad Festival - Save The Date
Fanad Festival 2024 will take place from Friday 2nd August to Sunday 4th August. 
We would like to say a massive thank you to all the volunteers who helped us over last year’s festival weekend. It was much appreciated. 
A special thanks to all our sponsors from last year:
MOWI
Tonbane Construction 
Callaghan Transport 
Murrin Civil LTD
CAA Security Systems 
Teach Sholais Fhánada 
Fanad United
The Lighthouse Tavern 
J. Friel Construction LTD 
The Singing Pub Downings 
Brendan Friel Groundworks 
Shiels Bus Hire
O’Dohertys Doaghbeg 
The Silver Tassie Hotel & Spa 
Cllr Liam Blaney 
Shandon Hotel & Spa
Mc Brides Garage 
The Orsi Foot Clinic
Lurgybrack Open Farm
Station House Hotel 
Radharc Thoraí Laundrette

Taylor Plant Hire 
Sandy Banks Caravan Park 
Seamus McGrory, Donegal 
Creameries  
Rathmullan Charters 
Rosey Pics
Oifig An Phoist Baile Láir  
Ripples Restaurant 
‘No other Craic?’ Podcast 
Rosapenna Hotel & Golf Links
Rockhill Holiday Park Kerry-
keel 
The Stores Bar 
Tir Conaill Concrete 
Patrick Heraghty – A.I Tech-
nician 
The Plough and Harrow 
S. Friel Agri Contracts 
NUA Looks
Tasty Bite Kerrykeel 
The Narrow Quarter Bistro & 

Coffeehouse  
The Village Inn 
Whoriskey Oils 
Wassons Garage
Rose Blaney 
N. Sweeney Mobile Welding 
Mulroy Woods Hotel 
MH Associates 
Mc Elwaines Friendly Butch-
ers 
Storaí Mhic a tSaoir Seanach 
Magees Pharmacy and Online 
Photo Printing 
Portsalon Hair Design 
Lynda Strain Cosmetics 
Pixie’s Coffee Pod 
Pixie’s Ice Cream Pod 
Fanad Free Range Eggs
Jacinta Callaghan Art
Jacintas Hairdressers 
Lennonside Butcher 

Eco Atlantic Adventure 
Brownes Car Group Donegal 
Latte Love 
Knockalla Building Services 
Carr Electrical 
Kus Kuts 
Kerr Landscapes
Kerr Autorepairs
Kernans Carrigart 
Glenalla Photography 
Gibson Farm Services 
Michael Shiels Painting & Til-
ing
Fanad Crafts 
Evolve 
Electrical Appliance Services 
Coyles Hardware 
Divers Hardware 
Charleys Café 
Catrionas Hair Salon 
BMC Painting 

HoneyPot Coffee House 
Henry Mc Ginley & Sons LTD 
Happy Days Coffee Stop 
Galánta Gifts 
Friel Plastering & Stucco Inc
Donal McLoughlin Plumb-
ing&Heating 
Eva Whoriskey MUA 
NRGIZE FITNESS 
Clintons Shop Tamney 
Cladach Campervans 
Century Cinemas
Carraig na Rón 
Carols Hair Design 
Brian Mc Cormick Sport and 
Leisure 
Blaneys Store Kerrykeel 
Boyces Centra Carriagrt 
Archway Flowers 
Friel ATV Sales&Quad Break-
ers 

A.M.G Hair&Makeup 
Homeland Kerrykeel 
Rainbow Restoration 
Kerrs Butchers Kerrykeel 
The Coffee Hatch, Mc Ginleys 
Bar 
Smyths Daleside 
Gaeil Fhánada 
David Connors Machinery & 
Trailers 
Knockalla Caravan and Camp-
ing Park
Carrigart Pharmacy 
Portsalon Luxury Camping 
John T McElwee
Martin Sweeney Premier Em-
broidery 
M. Gallagher Landscaping 
Martin McCarron Plant Hire 
Richard Dufffy PVC Windows 
& Doors 

Brendan Devenney’s charity ball raises €17,000
 

Brendan Devenney who raised €17,000 through his second charity ball in November, pictured with his sis-
ters, Arlene and Maria. Also included are Aidan Cannon, organising committee, Conor McEniff, Mount Errigal 
Hotel, and Alan Foley, organising committee.

The second “DV Charity Ball” held by former 
Donegal footballer, Brendan Devenney, in No-
vember raised €17,000 for three charity organ-
isations. The proceeds of the fundraiser will go 
to Plan International, Donegal Hospice and Ep-

ilepsy Ireland.
   Extending his thanks to everyone who sup-
ported the event, Brendan said: “I am extremely 
grateful to all those who were so kind and gen-
erous with their time, money, and sponsorship. I 

held the first charity ball 
in 2021 which raised 
€24,000, and I decided 
to organise a second at 
the end of last year. So, 
we’ve managed to raise 
€41,000 for charity and 
I have been blown away 
by the goodness of peo-
ple.”

  “On the back of the 
success of the first ball 
in 2021, Plan was able to 
sponsor 21 children and 
make a real and lasting 
difference to their lives. 
And I’m delighted that 
we are still carrying on 
that good work.
 “We had a great night’s 
crack in the Mount Err-
igal Hotel at the ball 
and I’m thrilled that we 
raised another signifi-
cant sum for three wor-
thy causes. During my 
trip to Togo last year, I 
saw first-hand the great 
work that Plan Inter-

national does,” the GAA 
pundit added.
  Plan International work 
tirelessly on girls’ rights 
and equality in the most 
disadvantaged and mar-
ginalised communities 
and regions of the world. 
Plan also facilitates the 
sponsoring boys and girls 
to give them education, 
a future with hope and 
at the same time helping 
their entire community.
“I started helping with 
Plan in 2018 by sponsor-
ing children myself and 
then I wanted to help the 
charity itself in some way. 
I’d fast a day and spon-
sor a child and showed 
ways of how €22 could 
be saved in a month and 
used to sponsor a child. 
Closer to home, Donegal 
Hospice and Epilepsy Ire-
land continue to do such 
fantastic work and I am 
glad that they are bene-
fitting from the ball, too,” 
he added.
 
  
 
 

Declan Meehan, independent candidate 
in the Milford Electoral Area, has wel-
comed an allocation of €25,000 from the 
Heritage Council for repair and conser-
vation work on the Gallowglass Com-
munity Centre, formerly the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church building. 
“I am delighted to have secured this 
funding, which builds on previous work 
carried out on the Gallowglass Commu-
nity Centre to ensure its development 
into a modern, fit-for-purpose com-
munity facility for the locality” Meehan 
said. 
The money will go towards vital work 
being carried out on the roof, which 

began this week. The Heritage Coun-
cil commenting on the funding said 
“This project represents good value. The 
proposed repairs will arrest decay of 

the building and allow for a variety of 
well-considered community uses.”
“The need for additional community 
space in Milford was something I high-
lighted back in 2019, and since then I 
have been working on that for the peo-
ple in the area” Meehan said. “The Gal-
lowglass Community Centre is already 
a hive of activity with something for 
everyone – all activities that wouldn’t be 
taking place in Milford otherwise, from 
the Baby & Toddler Group to the Active 
Retirement Group. To date I have se-
cured almost a quarter of a million euro 
for this facility, with big plans for its fu-
ture development.”
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McElwee
Funeral Directors

24 Hour Service
Cremations 

Overseas Funerals Arranged
Agents for Headstones

Milford & Letterkenny
Tel. 074 9153304    086 253 4480     
085 280 1445       087 640 5805

Prop: P. McElwee P.C., Commissioner for Oaths

J.P. Logue
Carpet & Vinyl Fitting

Service & Sales
Large Range of Supplies to choose from
25 Years Experience – Fully Insured – Estimates & Advice25 Years Experience – Fully Insured – Estimates & Advice

Tel. 086 8560019           jploguefloorfitting@gmail.com

Variety Concert
 Milford Reformed Presbyterian Church will host 
a Variety Concert on Friday 24th May at 7.30pm 
at Unit 1&2 Milford Business Park F92PN5D. 
All proceeds are in aid of the Donegal Branch of 
the Irish Guide Dogs. Among those performing 
are Colmcille Harp Ensemble, Irish Dancer, Ian 
Smith, Martin Crossin on Uilleann Pipes, Fion-
nalla McMenamin and Emma Burns. Book your 
tickets on Milford & District Resource Centre 
Facebook page for the Klubfunder link or pay a 
the Door. Tickets cost €10 all welcome.
Table Quiz
 Milford Community Playgroup will host a table 
quiz in the Travellers Inn, Milford on Thursday 
30th May at 8.00pm. Table of four is €20, fun 
night with raffle and prizes, everyone welcome.

50/50 Draw 
 The next draw will take place on Sunday 2nd June 
in the Hi-da-way Bar for a guaranteed Jackpot 
of €1000. Tickets on sale at €2 each or 3 for €5. 
Tickets can be bought online on Klubfunder or by 
Revolut to Noel Gillespie 086 8224091 and Martin 
Roarty on 087 9129691 and various outlets in the 
town.
Playgroup celebrates 40 Years
 Milford Community Playgroup are celebrating 
their 40 year anniversary this September. The or-
ganising committee are busy planning the event 
which will take place in the Milford Parochial 
Hall on Saturday 21st September. The commit-
tee are looking for old photographs / memora-
bilia from over the years, newspaper clippings 
etc. All items submitted will be photocopied and 

returned. Please leave 
these into the playschool 
or email  milfordcom-
munityplaygroupltd@
hotmail.com  by 18th of 
June 2024.
Mission Hall
 Speakers at the Mil-
ford Mission Hall which 
takes place on the first 
Sunday of each month 
at 8pm are as follows 
Sunday 2nd June Wills 
Lynch; 7th July Beach 
Mission Team.
Golf Society
 The Hi-da-way Golf 
Society will hold their 
next outing on Saturday 
22nd June to Foyle Golf 
Club, Derry. Contact 
Captain David Bonner 
085 8320260 or Eugene 
McCafferty 087 7704149 
for further details. 
Milford Over 65’s
 The Milford Over 65’s 
Group is back up and 
running again and peo-
ple from all areas are 
more than welcome to 
attend. We meet up every 
Friday from 11am to 
1pm in the Supper Room 
of the Community Hall 
on the Kilmacrennan 
Road. New members are 
always welcome.
Cash for Clobber 
 Scoil Mhuire National 
School, Milford will host 
their Cash for Clobber 
Fundraiser from Mon-
day 20th – Thursday 
23rd May. All items are 
to be left at the Morn-
ing Drop Off between 
9.15am – 9.30am. Par-
ents / guardians and 
people in the commu-
nity are encouraged to 
contribute their used or 
unwanted clothing items 
and place items in a 
strong bin bag. All items 
of general clothing, Old 
schoolbags, Shoes (tied 
in pairs), Hats and Belts, 
Towels and Curtains. 
“For hygiene reasons pil-
lows and duvets are not 
accepted: If these times 
do not suit, please con-
tact the school office  on 

Medals for Martin Kerr at European Masters

The Kelly Property Management Ltd. team who won the Inter-Firms 5k Road Race in Letterkenny where the 
presentation of the trophy was made by LAC Chairperson Raymond Birch.

 Great news from Porto Santo, 
Portugal, is that Martin Kerr has 
won a bronze individual medal 
0/70 at the European Masters non 
stadia event last Friday.
In hot blustery conditions he ran 
a fantastic 45.31 to claim bronze.. 
38 seconds away from silver. 
He did have the honour of lead-
ing his Irish team to silver team 
medals.
 In the 3 x 2km cross country re-
lay the next day, his 0/70 team fin-
ished 3rd. 
A great haul of medals for Martin 
over the 2 weeks…. 3 bronze and 
a silver.
Kilmacrennan NS 5km
The Kilmacrennan NS 5km was 
held on Friday evening last and 
the Club results included -
Damian McBride 19.59; George 
Grier 19.59; Michael McHugh 
20.47; Shaun Boyce 20.47; Danny 
McLaughlin 21.04; Christopher 
Murray 22.26; John Ward 23.57; 
Theodore Neilis (Juvenile), 25.36.
Lifford Strabane Half
 Lifford Strabane Half Marathon 
on Sunday saw a stellar run from 
Marty Lynch to finish 2nd overall 
in 1.13.10; Joe Gibbons was 15th 
overall in 1.18.25; John Whoris-
key with 1.19.56 in 18th place; 

Stephen Devlin ran 1.24.05 in 25th place; Johnny O Doherty ran a 
pb of 1.25.20 for 31st place; Danny McLaughlin ran 1.33.06; Barry 
Coyle on 1.33.21.
 A remarkable run from club newcomer, Karen McAteer as she 
ran a pb of 1.44.23 and finished 9th in the ladies 0/40 category. 
Christopher Doherty also took a big chunk off his previous pb to 
run 1.56.15 and Patrick Shiels was 1.55.50.
Ayrhill NS Ramelton 5k
 This Thursday the 23rd the Ayrhill NS Ramelton 5k takes place at 
7.30pm with registration from 6pm at the Mackemie Hall, Church 
Street.

074 91 53494 to arrange 
another drop-off time. 
Rosary at Mount Mari-
an Grotto
 The Holy Rosary will be 
prayed every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
at 6pm at Our Lady’s 
Grotto, Mount Marian, 
Milford for the Month 
of May. All are welcome. 
Masses
 Mass times in St Peter’s 
Church, Milford this 
week are Thursday 23rd 
May 10.00am, Friday 
24th May 10am; Satur-
day 25th May at 7.30pm; 
Sunday 26th May at 
11.00am.
 Mass times in Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church, Ker-
rykeel on Saturday 25th 
May at 6pm.
Graveyard Mass Dates
 The annual Graveyard 
Mass at Tully Cemetery 
will take place on Sun-
day 28th July at 3pm 
and Graveyard Mass at 
Milford Cemetery will 
take places on Sunday 
4th August 2024 at 3pm. 
Gallowglass Centre
 The Gallowglass Com-
munity Centre is avail-
able for birthday party 
bookings on Saturdays 
and Sundays, as well as 
early evenings during 
the week. Contact the 
MDRC office for more 
info on 0749153736 or 
Emma Lou on  emma-
lou@mdrc.ie.
There are many activi-
ties taking place at the 
centre each week and 
for further information 
on classes and activi-
ties, contact the MDRC 
office for more info on 
0749153736 or Emma 

€25,000 Heritage Council Funding for Milford

An Appreciation
Mary Gallagher RIP

I was shocked and saddened to hear of the sudden and untimely 
passing of Mary Gallagher, Gortlee, Letterkenny at her home re-
cently. She was a well known member of the community both in 
Letterkenny and surrounding areas. Mary was a familiar face at a 
lot of functions around the town and further afield. She loved the 
company of people and interacted with everyone. The last function 
I met her at was in the Arena 7 on the 16th April last. She went on 
the Ramelton Care of the Aged trip to Donegal Town, Killybegs and 
Glenties last June and thoroughly enjoyed the day. She will always be 
remembered by all her friends and everyone who knew her. May her 
gentle soul rest in peace

Yours sincerely - Mary Durning New Mills, Ramelton
 (Member of the Ramelton Care of the Aged Committtee). 

Lou on emmalou@mdrc.ie.

Barrett included for Sweden 
games

Milford woman Amber Barrett has been named 
in the  Republic of Ireland squad of 26 for the 
double header of European Championship qual-
ifiers against Sweden. Barrett is currently playing 
her club football with Standard Liège in Belgium. 
She is joined in the squad by St. Johnston’s Ty-
ler Toland, and Erin McLaughlin (Greencastle) 
while Anna Patton who has strong family ties in 
the Falcarragh area is also included. The Donegal 
women will be linking up with manager Eileen 
Gleeson’s squad this weekend ahead of the first 
Sweden game at the Aviva Stadium on Friday 
May 31st, before travelling to Stockholm for the 
return game the following Tuesday.

Martin Kerr (centre) with Irish colleagues in the 3x2km relay.
Fun Night with Raffle & Prizes



Death of 
Margaret Ann Wilkinson

 The death took place on 
Tuesday of Margaret Ann 
Wilkinson, Townparks, 
Raphoe and formerly a 
member of the McGinley 
family from Gortnalake, 
Creeslough. 
 She is survived by her 
husband Neil Joseph, sons 
Paul and Niall and daugh-
ter Anne, daughters-in-
law Samantha and Bren-
da, grandchildren Áine, 
Cara, Mark, Clíodhna and 
Conor to whom deepest sympathy is extended. 
Her remains will be reposing at her late residence 
and Funeral Mass will be celebrated in St. Eunan’s 
Church, Raphoe this Friday at 11.00am with burial 
afterwards in Doe Cemetery, Creeslough. Funeral 
Mass can be viewed live on www.mcn.live/Camera/
st-eunans-church.  
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The late Sheila McGrath
The death occurred on Saturday 
of Sheila McGrath, Glencar Road, 
Letterkenny. Sheila was former-
ly a member of the Coll family 
of Massinass, Creeslough. She 
passed away peacefully at Beau-
mont Hospital, Dublin. Sheila 
was a well-known member of 
the local community. She was the 
proprietor of a Bed & Breakfast 
at her home, Ardeen House. She 
hosted visiting entertainment 
groups during the Letterkenny 
International Folk Festivals and 
guests attending the big Donegal 
Rally motorsport weekends. One of Sheila’s favourite ways of 
getting a break was to go travelling.   
Sheila is survived by her family Marian (Hogan), Una 
(Dunne), Shaun and Brenda. She was predeceased by her 
husband Sean and daughter Noreen (Grant).
She is also survived by her sons-in-law Sean, Colm, Charlie 
and Ronan, daughter-in-law Monica; grandchildren Nicola, 
Paul, John, Michelle, David, Darragh, Aifric, Laura, Karen 
and John; nine great-grandchildren, brother Paddy, sisters-
in-law Mary, Mamie and Sheila, brother-in-law Bill, neph-
ews, nieces, relatives and friends.
 Remains reposed at the family residence in Glencar from 
Tuesday. Funeral was from there to St. Eunan’s Cathedral, 
Letterkenny on Wednesday for Requiem Mass which was 
celebrated by Monsignor Kevin Gillespie. Readings, Prayers 
of the Faithful were by family members. Music and hymns 
were by Clann Uí Domhnaill. Burial took place afterwards in 

Conwal Cemetery. Deepest condolences are extended to the 
family circle. 

Death of Frances McAtasney 
The peaceful death has taken place at her home in Fairfield, 
California, USA. of Frances McAtasney (nee McBride) for-
merly of Murlog, Downings.
Frances was the wife of John, mother of Michael (deceased), 
daughter Kathleen O’Gara and her son Sean.
She is survived by her brother Charlie and many grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren.
Frances’s remains are reposing at, Neptune Society, 2750 
North Texas Street, Fairfield, CA. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family circle.

Funeral of Julie McElroy
The funeral took place on Sunday of Julie McElroy, Coolna-
gard Drive, Omagh and formerly of New York. Julie was for-
merly a member of the Gallagher family of Kirkneedy, Glen-
swilly. She passed away on Wednesday, May 8th in Nashville, 
Tennessee.
Remains reposed at the family residence in Coolnagard Drive 
from Friday until removal on Sunday for Requiem Mass in 
the Sacred Heart Church, Omagh. Interment took place af-
terwards in Drumragh Cemetery. 
Julie is survived by her husband Seamus; children Tara, Ala-
na, Ciaran and Gillian; grandchildren Grace, Maeve, Declan 
and Nora. She is also survived by her siblings Ellen, Margaret, 
Annie, Tony, Frank and the late Susan, Patrick and Kitty RIP. 
Deepest sympathies are extended to the family circle.

Funeral of Mary Gallagher
The funeral took place on Sunday of Mary Gallagher, Gortlee, 

Letterkenny. A native 
of Castlefin, Mary was 
a well-known member 
of the local community 
and was a familiar face at 
a variety of social events 
in the area. In his hom-
ily Monsignor Kevin 
Gillespie spoke about 
Mary’s strong Christian 
values demonstrated by 
her regular attendance at 
Saturday evening masses 
in St. Eunan’s Cathedral. 
She always made a point 
of speaking to the priest 
afterwards at the Cathe-
dral exit doors. Mary 
and her great friend 
George McDermott 
(RIP September 2018) 
who went to dance ven-
ues all over the county. 
Friends from those so-
cial events came to pay 
their respects on Sun-
day. She also had good 
neighbours and friends 
in Gortlee. Monsig-
nor Gillespie described 
Mary as a gentle woman 
who enjoyed the simple 
things in life and always 
wanted to be part of the 
community.   
Mary’s remains reposed 
at Marley’s Funeral 
Home, Derry Road, 
Drumany, Letterkenny 
on Saturday until re-

moval to St. Eunan’s Cathedral, Letterkenny, to 
repose overnight. Requiem Mass took place on 
Sunday where the celebrant was Fr Kevin Gil-
lespie. Music and hymns were by the Cathedral 
Choir. Mary was laid to rest afterwards in Con-
wal Cemetery. Mary will be sadly missed by her 
neighbours and friends to whom deepest condo-
lences are extended.

27 objections lodged over Creeslough Supermarket
 Donegal County Council have detailed 
27 submissions objecting to the pro-
posed redevelopment of the Creeslough 
Supermarket. The owners of the shop 
recently unveiled plans to redevelop the 
petrol station and shop at the site where 
10 people died tragically in an explosion 
in October 2022.
Planning permission was lodged by 
Vivo Shell Limited with Donegal Coun-
ty Council seeking the demolition of 
existing building and erection of new 
building which will incorporate a class 
1 commercial building including shop, 
post office, off-licence, store, deli, toilets 
including accessible toilets, staff welfare 
facilities and forecourt.
It also sought the replacement of under-

ground storage tanks and pumps, exter-
nal canopy, associated signage and all 
other associated site development works 
at the site along the N56 on the Letterk-
enny beside the village.
Their application added that they plan 
to include a space for a memorial gar-
den and well as a memorial structure at 
the location.
Wednesday, May 22nd, was the last day 
submissions were being received by the 
council’s planning department and, at 
the time of press, 27 submissions were 
listed on the council website
The application was lodged by the own-
ers on April 18th last.
Among the submissions received was 
correspondence from bereaved fam-

ily members, members of the public, 
those living next to the proposed de-
velopment location, a member of the 
Duntally Woods Apartments Owners 
Management Company and Transport 
Infrastructure Ireland (TII).  
Several cited the possible negative ef-
fects on public health including retrau-
matisation, the ongoing investigation 
into the tragedy, the character and scale 
of the proposed development and road 
safety concerns.
Many of the submissions were calling 
on the area to be designated as a memo-
rial garden for those who died and were 
injured in the tragic explosion.
The listed planning decision date from 
Donegal County Council is June 12th.

In Memoriam

Planning Notices

McFadden 
Joseph

Kill Carrigart
26th Anniversary 

In loving memory of 
our son, brother and            
uncle who died 23rd 
May 1998.

Memories are        
something no one steal
Death is a heartache no 

one can heal
Some may forget  you now that you are gone

But we will  remember you 
no matter how long

Always loved Mum and Dad
~~~~~

Joe
Time and years may slip away 

as we remember you on this day 
Never forgotten by your brothers James and 
John Joseph.

~~~~~
How very much you’re missed 

I think you somehow know cause 
I feel you beside me no matter where I go.

Always remembered your sister Evelyn.
~~~~~

Joe
No matter how life changes

no matter what we do
A special place within our hearts 

is always kept for you.
Always remembered by Carol, Shane and    
family

~~~~~
Joseph

Our thoughts are ever with you
though you have passed away
And we who loved you dearly 

think of you each day.
Danny, Seamus, Rose and Marie.

~~~~~
Joseph

Saint Anthony think of Joseph today 
and always.

Always remembered by Martin and Liz
~~~~~
Joseph

Your life was  a blessing,
your memory a treasure

You are loved beyond words 
and missed beyond measure.

Bridie.
~~~~~

Silent memories keep you near, as time 
unfolds another year, from our lives you have 

gone, and in our hearts you still live on. 
Always remembered by Romie and family.

~~~~~
Goodbyes are not forever
goodbyes are not the end

They simply mean we’ll miss you
until we meet again. 

Always remembered and sadly missed by your 
Aunty Noreen and family, Creeslough.

~~~~~
The years may pass but still you stay

 as near and dear as yesterday.
Always remembered by Charlie, Mary and 
family.

Moore
Jim

Drumherrive, 
Ray, Ramelton

13th Anniversary
In loving memory 
of a dear friend Jim 
who died on the 27th 
May 2011.

Silent memories 
keep you near

As time unfolds 
another year.

Always remembered 
by Davy, Kathleen 
and family.

Hagan
Cassie

Glenvar 
25th Anniversary

In loving memory of 
a cherished mother, 
grandmother, sister, 
aunt and friend who 
died on 25th May 
1999.
When we look back 
upon our lives we 

feel such a sense of 
pride

That we were 
blessed with a Mum 
who was a wise and 

loving guide
A loving nature, kind 

and true, you will 
never be forgotten 
for we thought the 

world of you
We hold you close 
within our hearts 

and there you shall 
remain

To walk with us 
throughout our lives 
until we meet again.
Loved and missed 
every day by your 
family in Glenvar, 
Longford and Lim-
erick and extended 
family in Ireland, 
Scotland, and further 
afield.

McBride
Seamus

Glencheo, 
Carrigart

14th Anniversary
In loving memory of 
Seamus who died on 
the 24th of May 2010

 

Time cannot steal 
the treasures that we 
carry in our hearts
Nor ever dim the 
shining thoughts 

our cherished past 
imparts

For the memories of 
the ones we love still 

cast a gentle glow
To grace our days 
and light our paths 

wherever we may go
Always loved and 
remembered by Dad, 
Denis, Anthony,   
Maria and Kelly.
PJ Crerand and his 
family are in our 
thoughts and prayers 
at this time.

~~~~~
You may be out 

of sight, we may be 
world’s apart 

But you are always 
in our prayers 

And forever in our 
hearts 

Sadly missed the 
Doherty and Boyce 
families Glencheo 
and Gortnabrade xx 

~~~~~
Sadly missed along 

life’s way quietly 
remembered every 

day no longer in our 
life to share but in 
our heart you’re 

always there 
Always remembered 
Denise, Robert and 
Erin xx

Donegal County Council
Fanad, Co Donegal 

We, Hugh & Marie McGinley are applying to Don-
egal County Council for planning permission to 
extend and renovate existing cottage including in-
stalling a waste water treatment system and all asso-
ciated site works at Ballymichael, Fanad, Co Don-
egal in the townland of Ballymichael. The planning 
application may be inspected or purchased at a fee 
not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy 
at the offices of the Planning Authority during its 
public opening hours. A submission or observation 
in relation to the application may be made to the 
Authority in writing on payment of the prescribed 
fee within the period of five weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt by the Authority of the application.

Donegal County Council
Gortnatraw South, Kerrykeel

I, Lynda Strain am applying to Donegal County 
Council for retention planning permission for the 
following at Gortnatraw South, Kerrykeel, Co. 
Donegal. 1. Retention of the existing orientation of 
the existing dwelling from that previously granted 
under planning permission Ref. No. 04/7242. 2. Re-
tention of existing bay window at ground floor &  2 
No. dormer windows at first floor on front elevation 
of existing dwelling. 3. Retention of existing garage 
& temporary planning permission for retention of 
existing beautician’s studio. The Planning Appli-
cation may be inspected or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy, 
at the Offices of the Planning Authority during its 
public opening hours and that a submission or ob-
servation in relation to the application may be made 
on payment of the prescribed fee within the period 
of 5 weeks beginning on the date of receipt by the 
authority of the application. The Planning Authority 
may grant permission subject to or without condi-
tions, or may refuse to grant permission.

Donegal County Council
Ballaghderg, Letterkenny

I, Stephen Coyle am applying to Donegal County 
Council for permission to erect a domestic shed to 
the rear of my dwelling including with all other site 
development works at Ballaghderg, Letterkenny, 
County Donegal in the townland of Ballaghderg. 
The planning application may be inspected or pur-
chased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost 
of making a copy at the offices of the Planning Au-
thority, Donegal County Council, County House, 
Lifford, County Donegal during its public opening 
hours. A submission or observation in relation to the 
application may be made in writing to the Planning 
Authority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the Planning Authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Aghalattive,  Creeslough

I, John Sweeney am applying to Donegal County 
Council for retention permission of an existing Sun-
room extension to my dwelling house and also a de-
tached domestic garage at Aghalattive, Creeslough, 
County Donegal in the townland of Aghalattive. The 
planning application may be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of mak-
ing a copy at the offices of the Planning Authority, 
Donegal County Council, County House, Lifford, 
County Donegal during its public opening hours. A 

submission or observation in relation to the appli-
cation may be made in writing to the Planning Au-
thority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the date 
of receipt of the application by the authority, and 
such submission or observation will be considered 
by the Planning Authority in making a decision on 
the application.

Donegal County Council
Ballaghderg, Letterkenny

I, Martin McBride am applying to Donegal Coun-
ty Council for permission to erect a new dwelling 
house with septic tank and domestic garage includ-
ing all other associated site works at Ballaghderg, 
Letterkenny, County Donegal in the townland of 
Ballaghderg. The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy at the offices of 
the Planning Authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Donegal during its 
public opening hours. A submission or observation 
in relation to the application may be made in writing 
to the Planning Authority on payment of the pre-
scribed fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks 
beginning on the date of receipt of the application 
by the authority, and such submission or observa-
tion will be considered by the Planning Authority in 
making a decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Trimragh, Letterkenny

I, Sean Harris intend to apply to Donegal County 
Council for planning permission to change the use 
of my existing dwelling house and ancillary domes-
tic garage to guesthouse accommodation with all 
other associated site development works at Trim-
ragh, Letterkenny, County Donegal in the town-
land of Trimragh. The planning application may be 
inspected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy at the offices of 
the Planning Authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Donegal during its 
public opening hours. A submission or observation 
in relation to the application may be made in writing 
to the Planning Authority on payment of the pre-
scribed fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks 
beginning on the date of receipt of the application 
by the authority, and such submission or observa-
tion will be considered by the Planning Authority in 
making a decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Skerry, Loughkeel, Kilmacrennan, 

Letterkenny M.D.
We, Darren and Sarah Mc Ginley, are applying to 
Donegal County Council for Planning Permission 
for 1) Demolition of Existing (Defective/MICA) 
Dwelling House, 2) Reconstruction of a New Re-
placement Dwelling House and Connection to 
Existing Sewage Treatment Plant on Site and all 
associated Site works @ Skerry, Loughkeel, Kil-
macrennan, Letterkenny M.D., Co. Donegal. The 
Planning Application may be inspected or purchased 
at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of mak-
ing a copy, at the Offices of the Planning Authority, 
County House, Lifford during its Public Opening 
Hours. A Submission or Observation in relation to 
the Application may be made in writing to the Plan-
ning Authority on payment of the prescribed fee, 
€20.00, within the period of 5 weeks beginning on 
the date of receipt by the Authority of the Applica-
tion, and such Submissions or Observations will be 
considered by the Planning Authority in making a 
decision on the Application. The Planning Authority 
may Grant Permission subject to or without condi-

tions, or may refuse to Grant Permission.
Donegal County Council

Craigmaddyeroe Far, Rathmullan, 
Letterkenny M.D.

We, Gerard and Charlotte Black, are applying to 
Donegal County Council for Retention Planning 
Permission for 1) Alterations and Amendments to 
Dwelling House Granted under Planning Appli-
cation Ref. No: 19/51167 to form New Dwelling 
House Construction on Site, 2) Retention Permis-
sion for the importation of Rock and Fill and the 
creation of a new roadway to the East of the Dwell-
ing House and for 3) Planning Permission to put 
Surface Water measures in place to prevent the 
discharge of Surface Water onto the Public Road 
and all associated site works @ Craigmaddyeroe 
Far, Rathmullan, Letterkenny M.D., Co. Donegal. 
The Planning Application may be inspected or pur-
chased at a fee not exceeding the reasonable cost 
of making a copy, at the Offices of the Planning 
Authority, County House, Lifford during its Public 
Opening Hours. A Submission or Observation in re-
lation to the Application may be made in writing to 
the Planning Authority on payment of the prescribed 
fee, €20.00, within the period of 5 weeks beginning 
on the date of receipt by the Authority of the Appli-
cation, and such Submissions or Observations will 
be considered by the Planning Authority in making 
a decision on the Application. The Planning Author-
ity may Grant Permission subject to or without con-
ditions, or may refuse to Grant Permission.

Donegal County Council
Figart, Dunfanaghy

We, Shane McHugh and Maura McHugh in-
tend to apply to Donegal County Council for 
retention permission to retain and complete our 
dwelling house currently under construction 
including all other associated site development 
works at Figart, Dunfanaghy, County Donegal 

in the townland of Figart. The planning applica-
tion may be inspected or purchased at a fee not 
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy 
at the offices of the Planning Authority, Donegal 
County Council, County House, Lifford, County 
Donegal during its public opening hours. A sub-
mission or observation in relation to the applica-
tion may be made in writing to the Planning Au-
thority on payment of the prescribed fee, €20.00, 
within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt of the application by the authority, 
and such submission or observation will be con-
sidered by the Planning Authority in making a 
decision on the application.

Donegal County Council
Faymore, Creeslough

We, Aidan & Brenda Kennedy are applying to 
Donegal County Council for permission to erect 
an extension to the side of our existing dwell-
ing with all associated siteworks at Faymore, 
Creeslough, County Donegal in the townland of 
Faymore. The planning application may be in-
spected or purchased at a fee not exceeding the 
reasonable cost of making a copy at the offices of 
the planning authority, Donegal County Council, 
County House, Lifford, County Donegal during 
its public opening hours. A submission or obser-
vation in relation to the application may be made 
in writing to the planning authority on payment 
of the prescribed fee, €20.00, within the period of 
5 weeks beginning on the date of receipt of the 
application by the authority, and such submission 
or observation will be considered by the planning 
authority in making a decision on the application.

McGarvey calls for Elm 
Court footpath funding

 Independent Cllr Pauric McGarvey has called on 
the Council to apply to the National Transport Au-
thority for urgent funding to construct a footpath 
from Elm Court to Ramelton. 
 He raised the matter at last week’s Municipal Dis-
trict meeting highlighting the fact that the footpath 
had been promised when the estate was initially 
built and was needed for the safety of families and 
pedestrians. Elm Court is located on the Letterk-

enny Road near the ‘Cup and Saucer’ junction. 
However, he was told that currently there is no 
funding for the footpath. 
The Council said the original design and Part 
8 planning for the Ramelton Safe Routes to 
School project included a footpath linking to 
Elm Court. “But due to the level of funding 
required the NTA scaled back the project and 
the link to Elm Court was removed from the 
scheme. Further applications will be submitted 
to the NTA seeking additional funding to com-
plete this link. The advancement of this project 
will be dependent on the ability to procure the 
necessary land” the Council said in a written re-
ply to Cllr McGarvey.
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Patsy
John, Brigena, Martin, 
and families would like 
to thank sincerely all 
who sympathised with 
us during the unexpect-
ed passing of Patsy.
Thank you to all our 
extended family and 
friends who supported 
us throughout. To those who helped over the 
course of the wake, prepared food , the house 
and grave, we thank you all.  To the staff at 
Tamney and Letterkenny Hospital, thank you. 
Our sincere thanks to Fr. Briody, who celebrat-
ed the funeral Mass and your spiritual support.
We would also like to thank Colin                                
McAteer, Undertakers who carried out the      
funeral arrangements effortlessly. We are so 
thankful to many, and we will get around to 
you as Patsy would want.
Patsy’s Month Mind Mass will be celebrated 
on Saturday 1st June at 7pm in Fanavolty. 

Borland
Anna

Ballymagowan, 
Kerrykeel

2nd Anniversary
In loving memory 
of a dear sister and 
aunt who died on 
20th May 2022.  
Quietly today your 

memory is kept
No need for words, 
we will never forget
As thoughts go back, 

as they often do
We treasure 

the memories 
we have of you.

Loved and missed by 
your brother Shaun, 
Bernadette and fam-
ily and always re-
membered by your 
brother Patrick, 
Frances and family.

McGrenaghan
Bridget

Gortnatra, 
Fanad

In loving mem-
ory of Bridget 
McGrenaghan who 
died on the 26th May 
2022.

Those we love 
don't go away

They walk beside 
us every day

Unseen unheard
but always near
Still loved still 

missed and 
very dear.

Always remembered 
and missed by Harry, 
Edel and Finn.
Anniversary Mass 
will take place on 
Sunday 26th May 
at 9am in St Colum-
ba's Massmount. 

Curran
Seamus

2 Ard Greine Court 
Stranorlar and 
The Roughan 

Ramelton
1st Anniversary

In loving memory 
of our dear Seamus 
who died on the 24th 
of May 2023.

 

Of all the gifts of life 
however great to 

small
To have you as our 

brother was the 
greatest gift of all

A special time, 
a special place

A special brother 
we can’t replace

With aching hearts 
we whisper low

We miss you Seamus 
and love you so

Just a prayer from 
the family who 

love you
Just a memory 
fond and true

In our hearts you 
will live forever

Because we thought 
the world of you.

Sorely missed by all 
your family in Don-
egal, Birmingham, 
Kildare and Austral-
ia.
Anniversary Mass 
will be held in St 
Mary’s Church, 
Ramelton on Satur-
day the 25th of May 
at 6.30pm.
 Mass can be 
viewed on webcam 
at churchservices.
tv.

Gallagher
Paddy

1 Mulroy View, 
Carrigart

5th Anniversary
In loving memory of 
Paddy who died on 
30th May 2019.
God looked around 

His garden 
and found an 
empty place

He then looked 
down upon the earth 

and saw your
tired face

He put His arms 
around you and lift-

ed you to rest
God’s garden must 

be beautiful 
He always takes 

the best.
He saw the road 

was getting rough 
and the hills were 

hard to climb
So He closed your 
weary eyelids and 

whispered 
“Peace be thine”.
It broke our hearts 
to lose you but you 

didn’t go alone
For part of us went 

with you the day 
God called you 

home.
Always loved and 
missed by your wife 
Lorraine, grandchil-
dren and great grand-
child.

~~~~~
Softly in that May 
morning you heard 

a gentle call
You took the hand of 

God and quietly 
left us all.

Always remembered 
by brother Seamus, 
sisters Grace and 
Kathleen, sister-in-
law Tina, nieces, 
nephews and all the 
family.
Mass Offered

McDaid
William

Rossreagh, Ramelton
2nd Anniversary

In loving memory of a 
dear husband, Dad and 
Grandad William who 
died 27th May 2022 
R.I.P.

Husband...
Those special years will 

not return when we were both
 together but the loving memories that 

are left remain with me forever 
No matter how I spend my days or whatever 
I may do, no morning dawns or evening falls 

without a thought of you
Now it’s your anniversary, my gift to you a 

Mass, God has you in his keeping 
I have you in my heart.

Sadly missed by your wife Kathleen xxx.
~~~~~

Of all the greatest gifts, however great or 
small to have you as my father 

was the greatest gift of all
So those who have their father, 

love him while you may for I wish with all
my heart that I had mine today.

Loved always and sadly missed by your son 
Peter and daughter-in-law Siobhán xxx.

~~~~~
Those we love don’t go away 
they walk beside us every day

Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very dear

Always remembered and sadly missed by your 
daughter Lorraine and Declan.

~~~~~
We think of you as living in the hearts of 

those you touched for nothing loved is ever 
lost and you were loved so much.

Forever loved, never forgotten your son Gary 
and daughter-in-law Kirsty xxx.

~~~~~
No special day is needed for 

us to think of you, you are always in our 
thoughts no matter what we do.

Your resting place we visit and say a little 
prayer, but no one knows the heartache 

as we turn and leave you there.
Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by 
your son Pearse and daughter-in-law Caroline 
xxx

~~~~~
Little angels dressed in white

Kiss our  Grandad every night 
From your grandchildren xxx.
Anniversary Mass will be held on Sunday 
26th May at 6.30pm in St. Mary’s Church, 
Ramelton.

Crerand
Eamon

Moyle View, Milford
28th May 2021

3rd Anniversary
In loving memory of a wonderful 
husband, father and grandfather.

Remembrance is a golden chain
death tries to break but all in 
vain, to have, to love and then 
to part is the greatest sorrow 

of one’s heart.
The years may wipe out many 

things but this they wipe out never
The memory of those happy days 

when we were all together.
Sadly missed by your wife, Mary.

~~~~~
Dad, An empty house, an empty 

chair, father’s love no longer there
A broken heart, tear filled eye

Another soul in the sky
From Heaven you’re still giving

The love you always had
I know you hear me talk to you

I will always miss you Dad.
Dearly loved and sadly missed 
by Catherine, Ian, Nicole, Laura, 
Ross, Molly and Erin.

~~~~~
Dad, Softly the leaves of memory 

fall, gently we gather and 
treasure them all

Silent thoughts of time together
Hold previous memories 

that last forever.
Sadly missed by your son Patrick, 
Trish and Paddy.

~~~~~
Dad,

We hold you close within our 
hearts and there you shall remain
To walk with us throughout our 

lives until we meet again
So rest in peace dear Dad and 

thanks for all you’ve done,
We pray that God has given you 

the crown you’ve truly won.
Loved always Elaine and Anthony.

~~~~~
In loving memory Dad

These words are just for you 
and come with love to say

We think about you constantly and 
miss you more and more each day
To lose you left us devastated, but 

when we feel the pain
We only have to close our eyes 
and you're with us once again
A special smile, a special face, 

a special DAD we can’t replace...
Memories are a gift to treasure... 

And ours of you, DAD, 
will last FOREVER x

Loved and sadly missed Marie, 
Declan, Lauryn, Gemma and Shay. 

I once had something special
 that money couldn’t buy

I had a special person but 
I had to say goodbye

If I were asked one question
why I thought the world of you
I could give a million answers 

and they would all be true
The heartache and the sadness 

may not always show
People say it lessens

but little do they know.
Meet me in my dreams 

and talk to me once more
And ease this everlasting pain 
that makes my heart so sore

The road without you is so long, 
a tear for every mile

But I know one day when 
I reach the end you 

will be waiting
for me with a smile.

Loved and sadly missed by           
Andrea, Rory and Cameron.

~~~~~
Dad,

Our lives go on without you 
but nothing is the same

We have to hide our heartache 
when someone speaks 

your name
Sad are the hearts 

that loved you, silent are 
the tears that fall

Living life without you 
is the hardest part of all
You did so many things
 for us your heart was 

so kind and true
And when we needed someone 
we could always count on you.

Sadly missed by your daughter    
Josephine, son-in-law Barney and 
granddaughter Ruby.

~~~~~
Dad,

I remember your laugh 
and things you would say
I treasured the hours that 

we shared every day
Your resting place I visit and 
put flowers there with care

But no one knows the heartache 
as I turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed by your daughter   
Eileen and grandchildren Andrea 
and Ed.

~~~~~
In memory of a wonderful Grandad

We had a wonderful Grandad
One who never really grew old
His smile was made of sunshine

And his heart was solid gold
His eyes were as bright 

as shining stars
And in his cheeks 
fair roses you see

We have a wonderful Grandad
And that’s the way it 

will always be.
But take heed, because 

He’s still keeping an 
eye on all of us

So, let’s make sure 
He will like what he sees.

Loved and sadly missed by all your 
wee Chicks XXX
Anniversary Mass will take place 
on Saturday 1st June at 7.30pm 
in St. Peter’s Church, Milford.

In Memoriam

Boyce
Jimmy

Tullagh, Carrigart
7th Anniversary

In loving memory 
of a dear husband, 
father, grandfather 
and great grandfather 
who died on 28th 
May 2017.

I hear your voice 
floating on the wind 

Catch your scent 
upon the breeze
I wish I had you 
here to guide me

Through mourning’s 
stormy seas

I miss your smile 
I miss your laugh 
I miss the times 

we’d share 
I even miss the 
times we cried 

just because you 
were there

The ache I feel 
inside my chest 
is so deep and 
so profound 

That I feel as though 
I’ve lost my hold
Upon the solid 

ground
But in my darkest 

moments I can feel 
that you are near

Keeping your watch 
over me always and 

forever here.
Always remembered 
and sadly missed 
by your loving wife 
Winnie and all the 
family.
Anniversary Mass 
will take place on 
Saturday 25th May 
at 6pm in St. John 
the Baptist Church, 
Carrigart. The 
Mass can be viewed 
on the Mevagh Par-
ish Facebook page.

McDaid
William

Rossreagh, Ramelton
2nd Anniversary

You were so special; 
you had the nicest ways

You did so much in 
life and you never 
asked for praise

You had a smile for 
everyone; 

you had a heart of gold
You left the sweetest memories 

this world could ever hold.
Always remembered and sadly missed by your 
sister Jean and husband Brian.

~~~~~
Quietly today your memory is kept

No need for words we will never forget
As thoughts go back as they often do

We treasure the memories we have of you.
Sadly, missed by brother Dominic, Kathleen 
and family.

~~~~~
Our hearts still ache with sadness 

and many tears still flow
What it meant to lose you

no one will ever know
We hold you close within our hearts 

and there you will remain
To walk with us throughout our lives 

until we meet again.
Sadly, missed and always remembered by     
sister Catriona and husband Eamon.

New benches in Rathmullan

Food for 
thought

Mark Loughbridge

The language of tears
I came across a set of photographs of tears 
taken using a microscope. They are fasci-
nating to look at; vastly different in their 
detail and patterns, like looking down at 
changing landscapes from an aeroplane.
The photographer, Rose-Lynn Fisher, has pic-
tures of tears from all sorts of circumstances: 
tears of happiness, grief, pain, reminiscing, tears 
caused by irritation or for lubrication, and many 
other sorts - each like a unique work of art.
  Some are jagged and angular, some are densely de-
tailed, like an aerial view of the Amazon rainforest. 
Others pictures are sparse in their detail, yet others 
square and block-like like a city plan. I love how she 
describes them as “aerial views of emotion terrain.”
Our tears are mostly salt water but contain 
a variety of substances - including enzymes, 
oils, antibodies, hormones, and even natu-
ral painkillers the body releases under stress. 
Each of these seems to impact the detail.

All this brought to mind a verse in Psalm 6. The 
songwriter is at the end of his tether, he says his “I 
flood my bed with weeping… my eyes grow weak 
with sorrow”. Perhaps you know that feeling.
But what really struck me was what he said next: 
“the Lord has heard the sound of my weeping”
The Hebrew language is picturesque. The word 
translated ‘sound’ also means ‘voice’ - the 
Lord heard the voice of my weeping. God un-
derstands the language of tears. He is fluent 
in it. Of course, as God, he knows all things 
instantly, but there is something richer, clos-
er, more personal about this way of putting it. 
And perhaps we need to be reminded of that. 
Sometimes people think of God as unapproachable, 
cold, distant. Perhaps like that detached and pris-
tine parent who when their child comes with tears 
running down their cheeks pushes them away so 
they don’t mess up their own clothes. As if God isn’t 
interested in the mess and messiness of our lives. 

But Psalm 6 paints a different picture. It’s the 
picture of a God we can come to, tears and 
all - a soggy mess of emotion and pain - and 
he won’t push us away. We should let our pain 
bring us to God, rather than push us away.
When we go to God with our pain, we’ll find that 
he offers a much richer, deeper answer than simply 
wiping our tears away, patting us on the head and 
telling us to run on. He offers us a place in his 
family, to be our Father who will work all things for 
the good of his children so that even our most tear-
filled moments will work out for good. In order to 
make that offer, God the Son had to become a “man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah 53:3). 
That’s why he knows the language of tears. And it’s 
to God the Son, Jesus Christ, that we must go for 
this richer deeper answer to our tears. Let your 
tears bring you to Christ, and the God who heals 
the broken-hearted and makes the wounded live. 
Mark Loughridge is one of the ministers in Milford 

Reformed Presbyterian 
Church.  He can be contact-
ed on 086 3907726 or jmark-
loughridge@gmail.com.  

Tidy Towns 
Community Spirit is very much alive and glow-
ing in Rathmullan and huge thanks to all of the 
Community Associations who sponsored the 
newly acquired colourful benches which were 
constructed by the Oaktree workshop attend-
ees at St. Conal’s Hospital under the guidance of  
Danny McLaughlin.
 Many thanks to Paul Doherty for the special 
delivery and the benches are now placed along 
the sea front and up at Pier Road. Signal signs 
designed the lovely plaques.
 Thanks Denis, Damian and especially Seamus 
who ensured they are firmly affixed and un-
doubtedly will be greatly enjoyed by locals and 
visitors alike now during the summer months.  
 The Lá Bealtaine decorations and Fairy Trail in 
Batts Walks a few weeks ago was absolutely mag-
ical, so it was decided to leave the ‘décor’ for a 
while longer to let more people enjoy the expe-
rience.   
However, it is most disappointing to discover the 
amount of pilferage that has occurred in the in-
terim, while a lot of damage has also been caused 

over the past weekend to other items!  This 
wanton disrespect for a community event that 
brought joy to so many of our younger members 
in the locality is just reprehensible and spoils the 
fun for everyone.

Sustainability Fair
The Annual Sustainability Fair will take place 
next Saturday 1st June at the Boathouse Sheds 
in the Car Park from 11 -3pm. The Mixing Bowl 
will have a Sustainable Cooking Display with 
Free Taster Sessions and recipes. 
There will also be a ‘Sewing Repair Workshop’, so 
if you want to know how to hem your trousers, 
or change a zip, then drop in and see how it’s all 
done.
 A ‘Small Tools’ repair workshop will also be in 
operation, while there will be stalls with Preloved 
Clothing, Books and toys, and live music by 
Mick Russell. As part of National Food Waste 
Recycling Week, Donegal County Council are 
providing Free packs which consists of a 7 litre 
kitchen caddy, a starter pack of compostable lin-
ers and an information leaflet.  
The Boatyard Sheds is the place to be with some-

thing for everyone and kindly supported by 
DLDC / SICAP.

Bike Week Celebrations 17th May
The cycle to School event on Friday last for the 
pupils of St Joseph’s National School was abso-
lutely fantastic and thanks to the Tidy Towns 
Team, along with the Teaching staff for this 
amazing event once again.  Cycling is so good for 
the environment with zero emissions and hope-
fully events like this will encourage more young 
cyclists as summer approaches.

Rathmullan Makers Markets 
Saturday 25th May

The Makers Markets at the Boathouse Sheds 
takes place this coming Saturday 25th May with 
a wide variety of new stunning arts, crafts and 
food on sale as well as amazing live music by 
Carol Wilson. Many new stall holders will be 
displaying their wares, with recycled Art Work-
shops for both adults and children facilitated 
by local artist Moira McHugh.  She will be run-
ning a mixed media collage 1 hour workshop for 
younger people 8-12 years of age from 12 noon 
and a Paper Roses a  feathers workshop for the 
arty adults from 2pm. All the materials used on 
the day will be recycled items.   Booking is essen-
tial on Eventbrite.co.uk. (Mixed media Collage 
or Paper Roses & feathers).

The Swilly Ferry
The Ferry link with Buncrana will resume on 
Saturday 1st June with first morning departure 

from Rathmullan at 10.40am followed by regu-
lar trips throughout the day, and final departure 
at 6.40pm. See swillyferry.com for full timetable 
and costs.  
 With the ongoing works at the pier, please follow 
road signs and be patient with other road users, 
as undoubtedly there will be times of congestion 
as the season gets busier.

Blue Flag Status / Beach Lifeguards
Rathmullan Marina has once again been award-
ed Blue Flag Status and the Beach Lifeguards hut 
is now in position on the beach. 
 Lifeguards will be on cover for weekends going 
forward with full coverage in place from July on-
wards.   Please adhere to restricted bathing areas 
and control of dogs and horses.  

St Vincent De Paul  
Many times of the year can be difficult and chal-
lenging for people especially with family occa-
sions and unexpected household costs, so don’t 
forget the local St Vincent de Paul are always 
available to help out in times of need, so feel free 
to contact any member of the Chapter when con-
fidential assistance is needed on 087 698 2822. 

 Remember the Vincent’s Charity Shop also takes 
donations of used small household items, bric 
a brac, books and clean used clothing, and also 
stock a huge selection of clothing at very reason-
able prices. Opening hours are Wednesday and 
Thursday 11-3 and also on Saturdays.  

Cloughaneely News
The late Bobby Sayers

 There was widespread regret in the local community recently on 
hearing of the death in Letterkenny University Hospital recently 
of Bobby Sayers, Earrooey, Falcarragh. He was predeceased by his 
wife Jennie.
Bobby was a highly respected member of the local community 
who worked in construction for many years and he also had farm-
ing interests. He was also very much involved in the parish life 
of Ray and Killult Churches serving in a number of posts in the 
Select Vestry and he also worked on a Community Employment 
Scheme at the Churches a number of years ago.
Sympathy is extended to his son David, daughters Irene, Isobel 
and Annemarie, nephew James, sisters May and Bella, daughter-
in-law Valerie, sons-in-law Paddy, Trevor and Patrick, beloved 
grandchildren and great grandchildren and extended family and 
friends.
His remains were removed to his home in Earrooey for waking 
and his Funeral Service in St. Paul’s Church in Ray on Friday was 
conducted by Rev. David Skuce assisted by Canon John Mer-
rick. The Organist was Hazel Alcorn and the Solist was Bobby’s 
grandaughter Mari Claire. Burial took place afterwards in the ad-
joining cemetery.

The late Nellie McLean
 There was widespread regret in the community recently on 

hearing of the death in Letterkenny University Hospital of Nellie 
McLean, Ray, Falcarragh. She was a highly respected member of 
the local community. She was predeceased by her husband Dan.
 Sympathy is extended to her son Daniel, daughter Eileen, son-in-
law Stewart, grandson Jamie, sister Julie, nephew Joe and wife Su-
san, nephew Chick, his wife Helen and boys and extended family 
and friends. Her remains were removed from her home on Friday 
for Requiem Mass in St Fionan’s Church, Falcarragh with burial 
taking place afterwards in the adjoining cemetery.

Junior Band Notes
Lotto Results and there was no jackpot winner. Winning num-
bers 3-6-8-9-11-13 Patrick Bonar €100. This week’s Jackpot will 
be €7450.

Ionad Naomh Fionnán
 Congratulations to Frances Doohan, Ballyconnell who won the 
50/50 prize this week of €1002.
Summer camp from 8th-26th July. Ages 4-12 years
For information contact 9165750 or email ionadnf@gmail.com

Coiste Glan agus Glas
Falcarragh Tidy Towns Committee have submitted their entry for 
this year’s Tidy Towns Competition - judging can take place any 
time from June until August. Every help in presenting our town 
at its best is appreciated. Go raibh maith agaibh as bhur gcom-
hoibriú.

Oscailt oifigiúil
 Oscailt oifigiúil seomraí úra Scoil Cholmcille, Toraigh. 24/05/2024
Aifreann 11.00 r.n. a cheiliúradh ag an tAth Donnchadh Ó Baoill.

Oscailt oifigiúil na seomraí úra tar éis an Aifrinn ag an tOll. Lillis 
Ó Laoire Tamall ceol le Martin agus John ‘na dhiaidh. Fáilte ro-
imh an phobal.

Daffodil Day
Mary and the Irish Cancer Society would like to thank all the 
helpers and businesses who made Daffodil Day a success in Fal-
carragh this year. €1930 was raised on the day, thanks to the gen-
erosity of the public.

Dates for your Diary
Ballina Estate Mass - Sunday 2nd June, 11am.
Graveyard Sunday - Sunday 4th August, 1pm.
Pobail Le Cheile
Come and get creative on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th June 
at Garradh Cholmcille Falcarragh. These workshops will consist 
of directed exercises and free style work using different materials 
and techniques. Collage is a fun and playful creative way of do-
ing art through cutting and pasting mainly paper but also other 
materials. On Saturday the workshop runs from 10am-2.30pm 
with a lunch break. On both days kids will need to bring their 
own packed lunch. On Sunday at 1.30pm families are welcome 
to come, have tea and coffee and have a look at the work that has 
been created.

Autism Parents Support Morning
An Autism Parents Support Morning will be held in Halla Naomh 
Fhionnáin on Friday 24th March from 9.30am until 11am. Cupán 
agus Comhrá. Eolas/Info from 0879742689. This will be our last 
gathering before the summer Break. 

Staff at the Oaktree workshop at St. Conal’s Hospital with the benches they made.

Pupils from St. Joseph’s NS Rathmullan getting ready to cycle to school on National Cycle Day.
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Grand Opening Friday 
24th May - from 12pm – 2.30pm

Moore’s XL Store 
Dunfanaghy

•	 Free	Teas,	Coffees	&	selection	of	Hot	Food
•	 Spot	Prizes	to	be	won
•	 Lots	of	Special	Offers	available	
throughout	the	store	on	the	day	

Highland Radio 
Broadcasts live 
from Moore’s XL 

on the day.

Chance to win an 
Airfryer with any 

purchase made at the 
Butchers Counter 

Special Guest
Glór Tíre Finalist 
Chelsea Evans



The winner of the Ladies Competition Kathleen Duggan receiving her 
trophy from the Rev. David Skuce. Also in the Picture is the Runner up 
Phyllis Lyttle.

The Prizewinners in the Ida Robinson Singles, the winner Robert 
Robinson pictured with the Runner up Kevin Carolan.

The winners of the Family Cup Kathleen and Joe Duggan receiving their 
Cup from Rev. David Skuce.

Rev David Skuce presenting the Bill Arnold Cup to Fred McKinley also 
in the photo is the Runner Up Robert Robinson.

The Rinks Winners at the Dunfanaghy Bowling Club Presentations which were held Lizzies Diner Monty 
Alcorn, Kevin Carolan, and Andrew Alcorn pictured with Rev. David Skuce who made the Presentations.

Prizewinners in the James Hayes Scramble pictured with Rev David 
Skuce, winner Fred McKinley and Runner Up Kathleen Duggan.

Kevin Carolan receiving the Mens Singles Trophy from Rev. David 
Skuce. Also included is the Runner Up Fred McKinley.

Prizewinners in the Bill McKinley Triples pictured with Rev. David Skuce. Winners Monty Alcorn, Phyllis Lyttle 
and Robert Robinson, Runner Up Joe Duggan. Missing from the photo is Paul Smyth and Bryan Hanlon.

Pictured are the group who took part in the Darkness into light Walk at The Log Cabin Bar in Creeslough recently.

Creeslough
Sympathy
 The death took place recently of Stan-
ley Hammant, Magherablade, Crees-
lough and formerly London. Sympathy 
is extended to Stanley’s wife Isobelle, 
daughters Sharon, Brenda and Natasha 
and son Quentin, grandchildren Sean, 
Jenny, Ella, Alfy, Zoe and Bodhi. A 
Memorial Service was held in the fam-
ily home on Saturday. Stanley was laid 
to rest in Doe Cemetery.
Glassan NS Tractor Run
 A Tractor Run in aid of Glassan NS 
will be held on Sunday 26th May 
with Registration from 12 noon and 
the Tractor Run starting at 1pm from 
the school.  The Run will be followed 
by Tea and a Barbeque at the school 
with the Burgers kindly sponsored by 
McGettigens Butchers in Milford.  All 
proceeds are in aid of Glassan NS and 
everyone (and tractors!) are welcome.
St. Michael’s Lotto
 The numbers drawn were: 
1,4,5,6,7,20. There were no match 5 
winners. 19 people matched 4 and their 
names were drawn. The winner of the 
€100 was P.J. McLaughlin, Ards who 

bought his ticket online. This week's 
Jackpot will be €6500.
Retreat
 5-Day Silent Guided Biospiritual 
Focusing Retreat (Friday 31st May - 
Wednesday 5th June) - In this guided 
retreat, based on the work of Eugene 
Gendlin and Fr. Pete Campbell and Fr. 
Ed McMahon. There will be evening 
sessions for discussions, providing ob-
servations and opportunities for ques-
tions. Facilitators: John Keane and Fr. 
Philip Baxter Phone:  074 91 38909. 
Email: info@ardsfriary.ie. 
50/50
 Congratulations to Maisie Ferry who 
won €400 in the Dunfanaghy Youths 
50/50 last week.
Creeslough Community Links Hub
 The Creeslough Community Links 
Hub is open Monday to Friday from 
9:30am-4:30pm and offers a variety 
of classes and groups. Please reach out 
to info@creesloughcommunity.com or 
087 292 3102 for more information or 
to register for a course/ class.
Two Hand & Line Dancing
 Two hand & line dancing in Massinass 
Hall every Tuesday 8-10pm. Dance 
teacher is Celine.

Dunfanaghy Bowling Club annual Presentation evening
Fianna Fáil local Election Candidate Ann Marie Rodgers (centre) pictured following her Campaign Launch in the Magheraroarty 
Community Centre with David Alcorn, Cllr Ciaran Brogan, John Reilly, Niall Blaney and Pat the Cope Gallagher.
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Aaron

SWEENEY
 085 176 8787
 aaron@sweeneyformilford.ie
 Aaron Sweeney - Fine Gael 
 @aaronsweeneyfg

Give Sweeney a chance

The Clanree Hotel
Letterkenny

Country Sundays
Sun. 26th May - 

Jimmy 
Buckley

Doors Open 8.30pm. Dancing 9-11pm 
€15 Pay at door followed by music in McGettigan’s Bar from 11pm.

Coming - 16th June - Derek Ryan; 30th June - Robert Mizzell 

Kilmacrennan and District Sheep Show and Dog 
Trials AGM
The Kilmacrennan and 
District Sheep Show 
and Dog Trials had their 
AGM on the 15th of 
May in the Glenveagh 
Inn in Termon.

The following are the 
elected officers - 
President Eamon Galla-
gher; Chairman Seami 
Robinson;   Assistant 
Chairman Kevin Mc El-
waine; Secretary Barry 
Nelis; Assistant Secre-
tary Paul Mallon; Trea-
surer Shane Callaghan; 
Assistant Treasurer John 
Murray; PRO Sean Gal-
lagher.

Templedouglas 
Graveyard Mass

The Templedouglas Graveyard Mass will 
be taken place on Sunday 2nd of June 
2024 at 3pm.

Tributes 
paid to 
retiring 

Cllrs
 At the last plenary meeting of Donegal 
County Council on Monday in Lifford 
ahead of the local elections on June 7th 
tributes paid to Cllrs Rena Donaghey, Tom 
Conaghan, Nicholas Crossan and Liam 
Doherty who are retiring from their roles 
as public representatives. Tributes were 
also paid to Cllrs Manus Kelly, Noreen 
McGarvey and Bernard McGuinness who 
have passed since the 2019 Council elec-
tions.

Relay Cycle
 Relay for Life fixed bike 24hr cycle takes 
place this year on the Saturday and Sunday 
the 25th and 26th May. Anyone who would 
be interested in taking part to do an hour 
cycle please contact Paddy on 0863859696

Dunfanaghy
Visitors
Among the visitors to the Dunfanaghy area last week 
was the Canadian Musician and Songwriter Ashley 
MacIsaac. Ashley is a Fiddle Player who has in the 
past opened shows for the Chieftains. Timmy Mallet 
also stayed in the area recently as part of his cycling 
trip around Ireland.  
St. Michael’s Lotto
 The numbers drawn were: 2,3,813,14,18. There 
were no match 5 winners. 17 people matched 4 and 
their names were drawn. The winner of the €100 
was Ann Langan, Breaghy, Portnablagh. 
50/50
 Congratulations to Maise Ferry who won €360 in 
the Dunfanaghy Youths 50/50 last week.
Prayer Meeting
 Cenacolo Prayer Meeting is held every Tuesday 
after 7pm Mass in the Oratory in Holy Cross Church 
from 7.30-8p.m. Cenacolo is a gathering of people 
before the Blessed Sacrament to pray that the Holy 
Spirit may enlighten and heal, especially those 
suffering from addiction.
The Workhouse
 The Dunfanaghy Workhouse is open every day from 

Thank you to everyone 
who joined Darkness 
into Light in Dunfanaghy 
on Saturday morning 
and it was a truly special 
morning and everyone 
was blessed with the 
weather and had the 
most beautiful sunrise.
Thank you to Darren 
from Second Edition 
Coffee and Shane from 
ItSaunatrailer for getting 
involved again this year. 
It was great to have you 
both there at the beach. 
Thank you to Moores 
Shop Dunfanaghy for 
donating the bananas 
and Corinne for the 
home baked treats.
A special thank you to 
Corinne McGinley and 
Tommy Mc Ginley who 
do a lot more than they 
take credit for, especially 

when it comes to setting up before anyone else 
arrives. And also to those of you who helped take 
down the lights afterwards, it was much appreciated. 

The amount of €1050 was raised for Pieta House 
and will help fund the supports in place for those 
affected by suicide or self-harm.

10am until 5pm featuring the Gift Shop, Wee Hannah 
Tour and Coffee Shop and Playground and the team 
welcome everyone over the coming months.
Country Markets
Dunfanaghy Country Market has reopened for the 
season under the Green Gazebo every Saturday 
from 10am until 1pm with a wide selection of home 
baking, handknits and crochet personalised crafts, 
jewellery, vegetables and flowers. Pre-orders can be 
taken through their Facebook page.
Table Quiz
There will be a Table Quiz in The Oyster Bar on 
this Thursday night the 23rd of May in aid of the 
Festivals Committee.

Childminder Required
To mind two children School age

Dunfanaghy Area

For further information 
please contact 086 8815884

Dunfanaghy Darkness into Light

Pictured are groups who took part in the Darkness into Light at Killahoey Beach 
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Solutions to Crossword No. 1064
Across 1. Skates, 5. Page, 7. Teach, 8. Rain, 9. Ogre, 10. Nurse, 11. Oxford, 13. Near, 14. 
Shovel, 18. Tuxedo, 21. Vast, 22. Despot, 24. Elite, 25. Thor, 26. Asia, 27. Atone, 28. Bran, 
29. Relent. Down 1. Serious, 2. Tango, 3. Stand, 4. Warrant, 5. Phoenix, 6. Garland, 12. 
Rye, 15. Heather, 16. Veteran, 17. Lexicon, 19. Use, 20. Outcast, 22. Defer, 23. Shawl.

Across
1. See 7 Across
7. & 1 Across - Missing You 
singer (5,2,5)
8. Ball game (7)
9. Early sailors’ illness (6)
11. Hit hard (5)
13. Edible palm pith (4)
14. River in Venezuela (7)
15. Farm building (4)
16. German submarine (1-4)
17. Pungent condiment (6)
21. Vast region in Russia (7)
22. Crinkly-leaved cabbage (5)

23. Echo (7)
Down 
2. Geological shock wave (10)
3. Rare (8)
4. Neutral tint (4)
5. Stylish (4)
6. German for ‘four’ (4)
9. Reporter’s exclusive story (5)
10. Type of diet (10)
12. Tobacco product (5)
13. Mexican hat (8)
18. Stage drama (4)
19. Black (4)
20. Drastic (4)

No. 1065Tribune Crossword

There have been some red faces in 
the DUP over the past week. Embar-
rassing WhatsApp messages between 
DUP Ministers and advisors were 
published. This was not the best way 
to mark 100 days of the Executive. 
I have to say they have been excel-
lent on presentation. Unfortunately, 
delivery has been less excellent.
The messages got below the surface. 
They show the parties still don’t get 
on.
Sinn Féin has not suffered quite 
so much embarrassment. I would 
advise them, though, not to congrat-
ulate themselves too much. Michelle 
O’Neill wiped her phone. This was 
against legal advice.
All is coming out at the Northern leg 
of the British Government’s inquiry 
into Covid.
While Sinn Féin avoided embarrass-
ing messages coming out, unprece-
dented events happened.
Michelle O’Neill and former Cul-
ture, Arts and Leisure Minister 
Cearál Ní Chuilín both gave abject 
apologies. Clearly, that was a party 
decision.
As we know, apologising is not in 
the nature of Sinn Féin. One of their 
advantages has been confidence. 
That was the big advantage over 
their Nationalist rivals, the SDLP. 
The SDLP didn’t seem to know what 
it was doing.
Sometimes Sinn Féin confidence 
becomes a problem. They forget the 
central rule. When in a hole, stop 
digging.
O’Neill and Ní Chuilín’s apologies 
were for attending the funeral of 
senior IRA member Bobby Storey. 
Storey died four years ago. Thus 
his funeral was at the height of the 
Covid pandemic. There were strict 
restrictions on attending funerals.
However, mainstream Republicans 
organised a large funeral. Part of this 

was the arrogance, which bursts out 
from time to time. As significant, 
though was politics. The funeral was 
a message to dissident Republicans. 
If they challenged the IRA and Sinn 
Féin they would be crushed. The 
mainstream still had the numbers to 
do so.
At the time of the funeral, O’Neill 
was firm. She said: “I will never 
apologise for attending the funeral 
of a friend.” Last week was different. 
She said: “My actions compounded 
the hurt, my actions also angered 
families. I am sorry for going and 
I am sorry for the hurt that’s been 
caused.” The Chair of the Inquiry 
asked her if she was aware of the 
hurt and anger she had caused. 
O’Neil replied: “I didn’t and I ought 
to have.”
 Ní Chuilín had also apologised the 
previous week. She said: “I attended 
the funeral of my dear friend Bobby 
Storey in a personal capacity, and 
I accept that in doing so I caused 
hurt to families who lost a loved one 
during the pandemic. I apologise for 
the hurt caused by my actions.”
 O’Neill and Ní Chuilín are both 
seen as very careful. Neither is likely 
to speak carelessly. Obviously, Sinn 
Féin strategists had realised defend-
ing the Storey funeral was untenable. 
Yes, a hard core of true believers 
would defend anything. But many of 
the voters were unhappy.

 Those weren’t the only dramatic 
events. Arlene Foster did her best 
to upstage them. She showed her 
famous temper. The barrister for the 
inquiry asked if she had sleepwalked 
into Covid. Then the barrister 
pressed for a straight answer. Foster’s 
reply was: “Well, it is an answer. It’s 
the answer I’m giving to the inquiry,”
 She was asked about the famous 
statement from Agriculture Minister 
Edwin Poots. Poots infamously said 
Covid was more common in Catho-
lic areas. Her tone about Poots was 
more dismissal than praise. She said: 
“Edwin is very much his own person 
in terms of his opinions, however it’s 
not a view I shared and he knew it 
was not a view I shared - and indeed 
it wasn’t a view shared by the other 
DUP ministers either.” 
 Poots was later to lead a coup 
against her. Then he was to be him-
self dumped within weeks. This gave 
just another interesting look into the 
DUP. Like Sinn Féin, the DUP likes 
to present itself as united. Foster’s 
answer showed divisions existed. 
It also showed that Poots was too 
powerful to be sacked.
 Then we come to the various mes-
sages. They prove the North’s Chief 
Medical Officer, Michael McBride, 
had the Executive summed up. He 
called them “dysfunctional b******s”.
 Then Education Minister Peter Weir 
is seen as a DUP moderniser. In a 

message he said: “I see on (Press 
Association) Archbishop Eamonn 
Martin is writing to me urging me 
to close all the schools. Wasn’t aware 
of his qualifications in virology.” An 
adviser, who’s name is blanked out, 
replied: “Write back and tell him we 
don’t live in the South and that his 
institution hasn’t the best record of 
looking out for the welfare of kids.”
 He was very disparaging about Al-
liance Party leader and Justice Min-
ister Naomi Long. He was attending 
an Executive meeting by Zoom. 
He posted: “While initially joking 
I have been able to cook and com-
pletely eat a cottage pie while Naomi 
was speaking.” He made other very 
personalised remarks about Long. 
These are unpleasant, and I will not 
repeat them.
 Weir also noted solicitor Kevin 
Winters had launched a judicial 
review of the decision not to close 
schools. An advisor, whose name 
is blacked out, wrote: “Read SF for 
KW.” Weir’s response was short: 
“Indeed.”
In his messages, Poots was just as he 
seems. After an Executive meeting 
he posted: “My aim at that meeting 

By Anton McCabe

Then we come to the various messages. They prove the North’s Chief 
Medical Officer, Michael McBride, had the Executive summed up. 

He called them “dysfunctional b******s”.
 Then Education Minister Peter Weir is seen as a DUP moderniser. 

In a message he said: “I see on (Press Association) Archbishop Eamonn 
Martin is writing to me urging me to close all the schools. 

Wasn’t aware of his qualifications in virology.

Covid enquiry: Red faces in the North

was to tell them ‘nuthin’. The 
less repetitive Miss Prim and 
motor mouth know the better.” 
He said of SDLP Minister 
Nichola Mallon: “Enjoying the 
sour bake on her face now.” He 
later called her: “Mad Mallon”.
 The Inquiry also brought out 
the problem with the North’s 
political structures. The DUP 
used the cross-community veto 
to stop some Covid restric-
tions. The cross-community 
veto was seen as a strength of 
the Good Friday Agreement. 
Nationalists particularly wel-
comed it. They felt it gave pro-
tection from Unionist misrule.
 But it has been completely 
abused. Covid restrictions in 
no way disadvantaged Protes-
tants. They were advantaged, 
like everybody else. And the 
political paralysis disadvan-
taged all.

Tyrone will test 
McGuinness machineChloich Cheann Fhaola

An tSraith Roinn 2 - Sinsir
Cloich Cheann Fhaola: 1-13 Gaeil Fhánada: 1-6
An tSraith Roinn 2 - Foirne Tacaíochta
CCF: 2-5 Gaeil Fhánada: 1-9
Guess the Score
Congratulations to Luke Butler who won Bord na 
nÓg’s Guess the Score for the Ulster Final. Luke 
had the correct score at full time. Congratulations 
to who won vouchers: Daithí agus Danann Ó hIcí; 
Darragh Doogan; Daniel Mullaney; Cian McFad-
den, Ruby McElhinney.
Lotto
The numbers drawn were 6,9,11,14,16,19. We had 1 
match 5. Congratulations to Eamonn Sweeney who 
wins €100. The jackpot is now €6,850.
Sraith Faoi 16 an Chontae - Roinn 4
Cluiche Ceathrú Ceannais 
CCF: 1-9 Naomh Ultan: 1-5

An Tearmainn
Commiserations to the Donegal senior ladies who 
came so close to taking an Ulster title on Sunday. 
Hard luck to the Termon contingent of Shannon 
McLaughlin, Evelyn McGinley, Jodie McFadden, 
Orla Corey and Jenny McGettigan. 
Men
The Thirds were on the only men’s side in action 
last weekend. In their first league game of the year 
they lost to Glenswilly 2.08 to 2.07. Adam McEl-
waine and Joe O’Donnell scored the goals. Mark 
Gallagher, Daniel O Donnell and Sean McNulty 
also  scored the points while veterans Joe O Don-
nell and Johnny McCafferty made an impact off the 
bench and Owen Browne also played well.
Ladies
The senior ladies are continuing their preparations 
for the upcoming All Ireland Gaeltacht Finals in 
Cork. The girls are putting a lot of work in and are 
thankful for their continued support.
Congratulations to Jodie McFadden who was 
named as an ATU Donegal Sports Scholar in Ladies 
Gaelic Football.
Minor Board
Our minor lads had a win over Cloughaneely ce-
menting their unbeaten Division 1 league run.
Well done to our U12b boys who showed fantastic 
skills in their match versus Cloughaneely on Friday.
The U12 boys have been lucky enough to be invited 
to Croke Park on June 3rd to take part in Go Games 
Activity Day. A fundraiser is scheduled this Satur-
day from 10-6pm in Kellys Centra. 
Fixtures
24/05/2024 U12 Boys V. St. Michaels @ 6.30pm 
(Home)
26/05/2024 Senior Ladies V. St. Eunans @ 10.30am 
(Home)
26/05/2024 Reserves V. Milford @ 1.30pm (Away)
26/05/2024 Seniors V. Milford @ 3pm (Away)
Lotto
Lotto Results 19/5/2024 - No’s drawn were 8, 10, 
14, 27. There was no winner of the €1900 Jack-
pot. There were two Match 3 winners of €40 each 
- Caolan McDaid and Francis McFadden. Two 
Quick Pick €10 winners - Pauline Galagher and 
Mary Carr. Next week’s is Jackpot €1950.

Glenswilly
Senior Men
The Senior and Reserve men hosted Sean Mac-
Cumhaills on Sunday. The reserves suffered a 2-13 
to 0-7 defeat while the senior game finished at 1-10 
apiece. Both teams are back in action on Saturday 
8th June when they travel to Aodh Ruadh Bally-
shannon.
Minor Board
Commiserations to Pauric Devine and Paddy Ward 
as the Donegal U17 team bowed out of the Ulster 
Champ on Saturday after a defeat to Armagh.
Underage Fixtures 
Thursday 23rd May U16 Girls
Sean MacCumhaills v Glenswilly 7pm
Ladies Board
The Senior Ladies are back in league action this 
Sunday in Buncrana at 10.30am. Good luck to Cara 
McFadden and Ellie Bonner as the U14 County 
team play in the All Ireland Semi Final on Saturday 
25th May!
Bingo and 50/50
Bingo continues every Wednesday in the hall, 
8.30pm start. Congrats to last week’s winners Jo-
sephina and Caroline (Bingo) who won €255.

St. Michael’s 
Sympathy
The Club extends sympathy to the McNeela Family 
in Dublin on the death of Martin McNeela Donagh-
mede, Dublin, formerly of Creeslough. Martin’s late 
father Sgt McNeela was instrumental in the setting 
up of St. Michael’s when he was stationed in the 
area and he always maintained an interest in the 
Club throughout his life. Martin continued this in-
terest and was a regular visitor to the area and the 

family donated the McNeela Cup to be played for at 
the Parish League.
Sympathy is extended to his wife Linda, daughter 
Elaine and son Kevin, son-in-law Brian, grandson 
Con, brothers and sisters, brothers-in-law, sisters-
in-law, nieces, nephews, extended family, a large 
circle of friends and neighbours.
 The Club also extends sympathy to the Hunter 
Family on the death of Josie Hunter in London re-
cently and formerly from Massinass in Creeslough. 
Josie was a former player with the club.
All County League
The Seniors travelled to Downings on Saturday  
and despite a strong second half comeback it was 
Downings who emerged victorious 2-10 to 1-10. 
Scorers: Christopher McElhinney 1-1; Michael 
McGinley 0-4, 4f; Edward O’Reilly 0-3; Carlos 
O’Reilly, Max Roarty 0-1 each. Team: Mark Antho-
ny McGinley; Paddy McGinley, Liam Paul Ferry, 
Jamie Hunter; Max Roarty, Ciaran Kelly, Antoin 
McFadden, Chris McElhinney; Kyle McGarvey, 
Colin McFadden; Paul Johnson, Michael McGin-
ley, Edward O’Reilly, Martin McElhinney, Andrew 
Kelly. Subs: Stephen Doak for P Johnson (36), Paul 
Johnson for M Roarty (51).
Mini Lotto
The numbers drawn were: 2,3,813,14,18. There 
were no Match 5 winners. 17 people matched 4 and 
their names were drawn. The winner of the €100 
was Ann Langan, Breaghy, Portnablagh. 
This week’s Jackpot will be €6600.
Under 16’s
The Under 16’s had a good 1-17 to 3-2 victory over 
Malin at The Bridge on Monday.
Under 8 Girls
Our U8 girls’ team traveled to Milford to partici-
pate in their blitz. Under the guidance Collette Al-
corn and Mairead McGee, the girls put in strong 
performances in each game. 
Results 
Mon 13th
U12 Boys D3 St Eunan’s 0.1 St Michaels 0.0
U18 Boys Downings 6.09 St Michaels 3.05
Tues 14th
U16 Girls Robert Emmets 0.13 St Michaels 6.04
Wed 15th
U14 Boys St Michaels 1.09 Naomh Mhuire 6.14.
Fixtures 
Fri 24th 
U12 Boys D1 Away v Termon @ 6.30pm
U12 Girls Away v Glenswilly @ 7pm
Sun 26th 
U10 Girls Home v Termon @ 10.30am 
Senior Ladies Away v Letterkenny Gaels @ 10.30am 
Mon 27th 
U18 Boys NRB Semi Final Home v St Mary’s Con-
voy @ 7.30pm.
Wed 29th 
U14 Boys Away v Downings @ 6.30pm.
The U8s Boys are playing against Downings at the 
Bridge on Saturday at 11am.

Ghaeil Leitir Ceanainn
The senior footballers recorded a victory over 
Naomh Padraig, Lifford last Sunday while the re-
serves had a free weekend. This Sunday the seniors 
welcome Pettigo while the reserves play Bundoran. 
The senior ladies welcome St. Michael’s to the Glebe 
this Sunday at 10.30am.
 Thanks to our Club volunteers who assisted last 
Saturday with the setting up for the Relay for Life 
at the ATU. 
 We will be hosting our annual 5k road race and 
fun run on Wednesday 5th June. This is always a 
great community event in our club calendar and we 
are looking for volunteers to assist with the smooth 
hosting of the race. Contact Sean on (085) 246 1101 
if you can lend some support.

Fanad Gaels
Lotto Results 19/05/2024
Numbers: 2, 14, 16, 21, 24. No jackpot winner. €100 
Winner: Seán Friel, Gort na Trá. This week’s Jack-
pot: €1,200
May Grab a Grand
Tickets are currently on sale for our May Grab a 
Grand. Check our online platforms to buy. 
Cluichí na Seachtaine
Dé Domhnaigh, 26ú Bealtaine
Peil na mBan - Roinn 1 Gaeil Fhánada v Gleann 
Fhinne 10:30
Roinn 2 (Cluiche Tacaíochta)
Aodh Ruadh v Gaeil Fhánada 1:30
Sraith Roinn 2
Aodh Ruadh v Gaeil Fhánada 3:00
Dé Luain, 27ú Bealtaine
Buachaillí Faoi 18 - Cluiche Ceannais
Gaeil Fhánada v Gaeil Leitir Ceanainn 6:30 Páirc 
na nDúnaibh
Healthy Clubs - Smoke & Vape Free Grounds
 The Club will be introducing their new Smoke & 
Vape free grounds on World No-Tobacco Day on 

31st of May at 7:30pm 
Well Done Clare Friel
Although it was ultimately disappointment for the 
Donegal ladies after their extra time defeat at the 
hands of Armagh in Clones, it’s a great great source 
of pride for Gaeil Fhánada to see Clare Friel line 
out for Donegal and continuosly give such excellent 
performances in big games.
Reserves edge tight battle by a point
Gaeil Fhánada 1:09 Cloich Cheann Fhaola 2:05 
Debutant Darragh O’Doherty struck the game’s 
most important score in the twentieth minute of 
the second half, a three pointer which moved Gaeil 
Fhánada four points clear, and although Cloich 
Cheann Fhaola fired the kitchen sink at it for the 
remainder, the Gaels held firm to secure their first 
league victory of the season. Finally, we’d like to 
extend our best wishes to Aiden Heraghty for a 
speedy recovery after he sustained a bad injury at 
training during the week. 
Gaeil Fhánada: Brian Gallagher, Aaron McConig-
ley, Ciarán Sweeney, Emmet Kelly (0:02), Jamie 
McAteer, Michael McDevitt (0:01), Shaun Coyle, 
Christy Sweeney, Eoin McGonigle (0:02), Char-
lie Crerand, Bernard McGettigan (0:01), Darragh 
O’Doherty (1:00), Dan Kerr, Fergal Friel (0:02), 
Seán Friel (0:01). Eoghan Logue for Bernard 
McGettigan. 
Senior Men
Cloich Cheann Fhaola 1:13 Gaeil Fhánada 1:06
 A goal, seven minutes into the second half from 
full forward John Fitzgerald, was somewhat fortui-
tous in its nature, but it gave Cloich Cheann Fhaola 
the perfect springboard in Saturday’s league en-
counter against Gaeil Fhánada, and from there they 
went on to secure a relatively comfortable victory. 
Gaeil Fhánada: Mark McConigley, Oisín McFad-
den, Odhrán Shiels, Calum McAteer, Brandon Mc-
Clafferty, Shaun Kerr, Seán Carr, Paddy Carr, Mark 
McAteer (0:02), Liam McGrenaghan (0:01), Darren 
McElwaine (0:02), Paul Coyle (1:00), Alan McAteer 
(0:01), Paddy Heraghty. Michael Sweeney for Paul 
Coyle, James Kerr for Alan McAteer, Eoghan Carr 
for Paddy Heraghty, Alan McAteer for Brandon Mc 
Clafferty. 
Cailíní Faoi 16
Well done to our U16 girls who defeated St. Mary’s 
Convoy in the county quarter final. They now pro-
gress to play Cloich Cheann Fhaola in the last four. 
U15 Girls Féile 
We had a fantastic performance from our U15 Girls 
at the County Féile Finals in Convoy on Saturday.
Cailíní Faoi 10
The U10 girls hosted Gaoth Dobhair on Wednes-
day in their first game of the season and put on a 
fantastic display of football. 

Buachaillí Faoi 10
Well done to our u10 side who faced off against 
Downings on Friday.
Cailíní Faoi 8
Our U8 girls travelled to Termon on Sunday  to 
take part in a blitz with Downings and Termon.

Naomh Adhamhnáin 
County Senior Hurling
The Donegal Senior hurlers maintained their un-
beaten record in the Nicky Rackard Cup when four 
second-half goals saw them get past Louth at St 
Brigid’s Park, Dowdallshill last weekend. Scorers: R 
Campbell 2-2, D O Maoileidigh 0-5 (4fs), R Mc 
Dermott 1-2, P Kelly 1-1, G Browne 0-1, J Monagle 
0-1, D Harvey 0-1, R Hilferty 0-1, S Gillespie 0-1, 
B McIntyre 0-1. L White 0-1 (f), L Mc Kinney 0-1, 
D Cullen 0-1
Next up is a place in the Nicky Rackard final at 
Croke Park, where they will take on Mayo on the 
June Bank Holiday weekend.
All County League
Naomh Adhamhnáin were away to Naomh Conaill 
on Saturday at Davy Memorial Park.
The reserve match finished in victory for the home 
team 3-11 : 2-05.
Senior men
Naomh Conaill started well with an early Leo Dun-
phy goal, while Oran Winston got the opening 
point for the visitors a few minutes later. 
The match finished Naomh Conaill 2-07 : 1-11 
Naomh Adhamhnáin.
Naomh Adhamhnáin scorers:  Eoin McGeehin 
1-5,2m,2f; Oran Winston 0-2; Conor O’Donnell Jnr 
0-1; Anthony Gallagher 0-1; Conor O’Donnell Snr 
0-1; Jordan O’Dowd 0-1.
This upcoming Sunday St Eunans welcome Bun-
doran to O’Donnell Park with throw in at 3pm. 
Please note that there will be no reserve game.
Club Lotto
The Club Lotto draw takes place each Monday 
evening. Tickets can be purchased online through 
our Club website or from Adrian Shields.  
Minor Board
Under 18 (Boys)  
Monday May 27th NRB Division 1 Semi Final 
Gleann tSuili v Nh Adhamhnáin 7.30pm
Under 16 (Boys) 
Monday May 20th All County U16 Division 1 - Nh 
Adhamhnáin  1-11  :  2-9 An Clochan Liath
Senior Ladies
Our Senior ladies are away to An Tearmainn on 
Sunday May 26th at 10.30am.
Senior Hurling (Men)
Our Senior hurlers next match with be on Friday 
May 24th at 8pm when they are away to Setanta.

 Donegal will be favour-
ites to win their opening 
All-Ireland Series clash 
with Tyrone on Saturday 
evening at MacCumhaill 
Park (throw-in 7.15). But, 
there is no doubt that 
Tyrone will test that tag 
as Brian Dooher’s men 
seek revenge for the Ul-
ster semi-final loss to Jim 
McGuinness’s side last 
month at Celtic Park. 
Apart from the shock 
margin of the Derry win, 
the Donegal victories over 
both Tyrone and Armagh 
in the Ulster Final were 
very close. Extra-time 
was needed against the 
Red Hand County and it 
was the same again in the 
provincial decider when it 
took penalties to decide the outcome. 
The ability to stay in the last two games in the 
latter stages and edge over the line in the end has 
been a hugely impressive trait displayed by the 
Ulster champions. It may take the same again 
against Tyrone on Saturday night.  Dooher is go-
ing to have to find a way of convincing his players 
to try and push on and win the game in normal 
time. They were in that position against Donegal 
in the Ulster semi-final but tried to sit on a nar-
row advantage. While resolute defending is still 
part of the McGuinness game plan the attack-
ing end of the strategy allied to the magnificent 
scoring statistics is a huge change from the early 
period of his first time in charge of the County 
seniors in 2011.
The problem for opposition teams is that clos-
ing down a couple of danger men like Armagh 

did with Ryan McHugh 
and Ciaran Thompson in 
the Ulster Final just paved 
the way for others like Ni-
all O’Donnell and Peader 
Mogan to deliver on the 
day. There is little chat now 
of Oisin Gallen being the 
only threat and he scored 
six points in the provin-
cial decider. Will there be 
any personnel changes for 
Saturday evening? A trend 
has been developing of 
skipper Paddy McBrearty 
not starting but that could 
be reversed while Eoghan 
Ban Gallagher is likely to 
be in again after not being 
named in the official list 
of 26  but was drafted in 
late to start the Ulster Fi-
nal. Will Mark Curran and 

Ciaran Moore start the Tyrone game after being 
replaced at half-time and early in the second half 
respectively? It’s likely that McGuinness will se-
lect the two defenders for the starting 15. And 
another unknown will be any possible injuries 
picked up in the Armagh game or at training will 
be kept under wraps when it comes to making 
changes. Again there is always the chance of an-
other player being sprung from outside the 26.
The other two teams in Group 3 are Cork and 
Clare who met at Cusack Park on Saturday 
evening. Cork won by 1-13 to 1-11 to take an ear-
ly lead in Group 3. After Tyrone the next game 
for Donegal is away to Cork on the June Bank 
Holiday weekend while Tyrone will host Clare. 
The final series of matches take place a week lat-
er with McGuinness’s outfit playing Clare and in 
while Tyrone will be up against Cork. 

Jim McGuinness with Milford man Luke Bar-
rett after the recent Ulster GAA Senior Football 
Championship triumph. Luke, a teacher at Err-
igal College, Letterkenny is a member of the 
County backroom team. He previously managed 
the Donegal Minors for a couple of seasons.
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LION DAYS
SUV RANGE

THE LANGUAGE 
OF ATTRACTION
ORDER YOUR 241 REG TODAY

Free 3-Year Service Plan
Finance from 2.9% APR • 5-Year Warranty

MCGINLEY MOTORS LIMITED  
Main Peugeot Dealer, Pearse Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal 
Tel: 074 9125666         Web:  peugeot.mgml.ie

  

                   WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure) combined fuel consumption for diesel 3008 and 5008 in l/100km is 5.1-5.5. WLTP combined CO2 emissions (g/km) range is 142-145.*
3 Years free servicing on Passenger Vehicle orders placed by 31st March 2024 only, Peugeot 208 ACTIVE 1.2 Puretech 75bhp. Finance Example: Retail Price† €26,360. Customer deposit / Trade In €9,226. Finance Amount €17,134. 36 monthly payments of €199. Total Cost 
of Credit €1697. Fixed APR 3.9%* (Annual Percentage Rate) as at 04th Jan 2024. †2Includes delivery & related charges. Model is shown for illustrative purposes only. *Lending criteria and conditions apply (Over 18s only). APR is inclusive of a documentation fee and pur-
chase fee of €63.49 each. To qualify for this Finance Offer a minimum deposit of 10% is required. Rate quoted is correct as at 04th Jan 2024 and is subject to change. Offer available on all new Peugeot Passenger Models 2registered/ordered from today until 31st March 2024 
at participating dealers. This is a Consumer Hire Purchase agreement provided by Bank of Ireland Finance. Ownership remains with Bank of Ireland until the final payment is made. Bank of Ireland trading as Bank of Ireland Finance is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. 
Warning: You may have to pay charges if you pay off a hire purchase agreement early.

Warning: If you do not meet the repayments on your hire purchase agreement, your account will go into arrears. This may affect your credit rating, which may limit your ability to access credit, a hire purchase agreement, a consumer hire agreement or a BNPL agreement 
in the future.

Helicopter Ball Drop 
Draw launched

Downings GAA Club launched 
their fundraising draw on Saturday 
before their local derby with St. Mi-
chaels.

 They hope to raise enough money 
from the draw to provide floodlights 
for one of their pitches and also a 
walking track around the perimiter 

of the complex.
 The Helicopter Ball Drop Draw will 
have €35,000 in prizes with first prize of 
€25,000. The novel draw will take place on 
the 26th of October weather permitting 
and the Club members are putting in a big 
effort between now and the draw date to 
sell as many tickets as possible. They cost 
€50 each or three for €100 and are available 
from Club members, Comittee or online at 
www.helicopterdrop.ie

 Downings currently have two full size 
pitches and a training pitch and they cater 
for 15 teams from Under 4 up to senior 
in both mens and ladies so their facilities 
are well used and the walking track will 
provide a safe space away from traffic for 
everyone of all ages to exercise. 
 For the draw there will be a digital map 
drawn of the pitch with each square giv-
en a number and it will be posted online 
on the morning of the draw so people can 
see where their squares are in the hope the 
balls falls there to win €25,000 or one of the 
other 4 cash prizes.Pictured at the launch of the CLG Na nDúnaibh Helicopter Drop  are Club Officials with members of the mens and ladies senior and junior teams.

Tanya Roberts, Club Chairperson Eoin Byrne, 
Kevin Cookie Gallagher and Danni Shevlin 

with at back Hugo McClafferty, Catriona Friel 
and Buster Gallager at the ticket launch.

Independent Cllr. Pauric

McGarvey

Much Progress
 
 These past five 
years have been 
very challeng-
ing for the Coun-
cil and for all of 
us. However, the 
Executive along 
with staff and 
the elected Mem-
bers have gone 
that extra mile to 
ensure a conti-
nuity of support 
for services, busi-
nesses and enter-
prises in helping 
them survive the 
lockdown and the 
loss of revenue.
 The elected Mem-
bers have done so 
much over and 
above their elect-
ed roles in assist-
ing their commu-
nities: however 
they are privi-
leged to have an-
swered the call of 
communities left 
isolated during lockdown. That is part 
of the life of a local Councillor.
 The role is part-time but in many weeks 
it is a full-time occupation - because I 
want to serve the community with the 
commitment that you deserve.

My life

 Married to Mari-Claire, we have three 
young children, Mason, Cody and Hal-
lie. I am the youngest of eight children 
born to Breid and the late Norman from 
Craig, Rathmullan. We have recently 

moved to Rathmullan.
 I’ve been employed with the Kernan 
Group for eleven years and I am the 
company’s area manager.
 I meet many people every day and there 
is an awareness of the community sup-
port we get locally. The supermarket is 
where you become aware of people try-
ing to live and cope with inflation and 
we do our level best to help.
 In response to your support, Kernan’s 
has also returned much to the commu-
nity: sponsorship, fundraising  and de-
fibrillators amongst the supports that 
enriches the community.

VOTE No. 11
or Highest Preference

I need your support to 
help me support you

Deputy Mayor Letterkenny-Milford Municipal District

Disability day 
service charge 
being reviewed 

A query over a €4 daily charge for disability 
day service users in the HSE area that includes 
Cavan, Donegal, Leitrim, Monaghan, Sligo has 
been raised by Cllr Ciaran Brogan.
He raised the matter at a recent Regional 
Health Forum West meeting.
 He asked: “Can the HSE remove the €4 daily 
charge for service users who attend their disa-
bility day service in CHO 1 area? This charge is 
not formally charged to all disability day ser-
vice users in the CHO 1 area nor is it applied to 
disability users outside of this area.”
Dermot Monaghan, Chief Officer, Community 
Healthcare Organisation, for Cavan, Donegal, 
Leitrim, Monaghan, Sligo responded saying 
the matter was under review.
 He stated: “The Chief Officer of Community 
Healthcare, Cavan Donegal Leitrim Monaghan 
Sligo (CH CDLMS) attended a meeting on the 
3rd May with Disability service users, an Advo-
cacy Liaison person and senior HSE Disability 
Service Managers. An in-depth and forthright 
discussion took place and the points raised are 
now subject to further discussion within the 
HSE. The matter of the charge is currently un-
der review by CH CDLMS.”

“Self Care with Claire”
Claire Coughlan, “Self Care with Claire” is 
hosting her second annual self care and well-
ness event in the Silver Tassie Hotel on this 
Sunday May 26th from 1 to 4pm, and the event 

Last week the Autism Family Support 
Group in Letterkenny was presented a 
cheque by Sarah-Marie McDevitt from 
Pinehill Studios, Mountain Top, Letterk-
enny, for €500 that they has raised for 
the group by holding their annual raffle 
at their Christmas showcase back in 
December.
The Autism Group are delighted with 
such a generous donation and would 
like to say a massive thankyou to Sa-
rah-Marie and all the Pinehill Crew for 
the donation and all their hard work.

will be MCd by made up mummy and Donegal Daddy
 Raffle tickets will be on sale for some great prizes donated by 
all local businesses that will be in attendance and all money 
raised is for Claire’s colleague and friend Olivia Robb who was 
diagnosed with motor neurone disease.
 There are in around 30 businesses showcasing their services 
and Claire aim is to help educate everyone on what’s available 
in donegal that can help with self care, self esteem and over all 
their mental health. There is still room for more businesses if 
you are interested you’ll find Claire on Instagram “selfcare__
withclaire”
Last year was a a great family day out and €1500 was raised for 
jigsaw ireland.

Tel. 086 860 7735Tel. 086 860 7735
Email - pauricmcgarvey@donegalcoco.ieEmail - pauricmcgarvey@donegalcoco.ie
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Donegal retains 12 
Blue Flag beaches
Donegal has retained all 12 of its Blue Flag beach-
es, it has been announced. They are Killahoey, 
Marble Hill, Downings, Portsalon, Bundoran, 
Rossnowlagh, Murvagh, Fintra, Naran/Portnoo, 
Carrickfinn, Culdaff and Stroove.
In total 85 Beaches and nine marinas were award-
ed the Blue Flag for 2024. The Blue Flag awarded 
to Greencastle Marina in 2023 was withdrawn 
by Donegal County Council in July 2023 as con-
struction works at the harbour on a breakwater 
necessitated closure of the seasonal marina there. 
There was no application for Greencastle Marina 
for 2024, it was stated.

Extra-time agony for Donegal Ladies

Local winners taste 
success at Irish 

Restaurant Awards

The Carrigart Hotel
has the following positions available:-
 General Manager for the Hotel
 Receptionist 
 Night Porters
 Floor Staff
 Bar Staff
 Cook/Chef
 Housekeeping Staff

Email CV’s to bridgeinn@bc.ie

Calls reiterated for N56 access - McClafferty

Hundreds are expected to take part in this year’s 
Donegal Relay for Life which runs over twen-
ty-fours from Saturday afternoon helping to 
raise funds and awareness in the battle against 
cancer.
Singer Daniel O’Donnell will spearhead the en-
tertainment element of an event that is both in-
spirational and emotional and literally spells out 
hope for those affected.
Survivors, carers and those who have passed 
away will all be remembered and honoured this 
weekend with the event commencing at 4.p.m. 
on Saturday and running through to 4.p.m. on 
Sunday at the A.T.U. campus in Letterkenny.
“We have thirty-eight teams taking part com-
pared to twenty-nine last year and the input and 
enthusiasm from all of them has been amazing. 
There was a fantastic turnout at the three team 
captains’ meeting we’ve held over the past couple 
of months,” says new chairman, Seamus Devine.
“All of them have been organising different 
fund-raising events since entering their teams – 
just brilliant to see and obviously a great boost to 
Relay for Life.”
The entertainments team, led by Ena Barrett, 
and enthusiastically assisted by Davy Cowan and 
Sophia Whoriskey, have been busy preparing for 
both the Saturday and Sunday slots.
The first act will take to the stage on Saturday at 
the A.T.U. campus at 2.p.m. followed by a whole 
array of talented musicians and artists while 
Sunday will be no different.

Well, slightly different for from 1.30.p.m. 
through to 3.30.p.m. the one and only Daniel 
O’Donnell will be performing alongside special 
guests.
Both the Kincasslagh singer and his wife Majella 
have been heavily involved in Relay for Life since 
its inception and the new chairman is keen to 
spell out their contribution to the event.
“Daniel and Majella are joint patrons of Done-
gal Relay for Life and do so much to promote it,” 
Seamus insists.
The singer’s initial involvement came about in 
his eagerness to support the Irish Cancer Society 
– a year later his wife was diagnosed with breast 
cancer adding a truly personal dimension to his 
connection to the cause and the event.
“They are wonderful ambassadors for Relay for 
Life and we look forward to seeing them over the 
weekend.”
Another internationally acclaimed performer 
in the music world, Maire Brennan, will also be 
lending her voice and musicianship to the event 
when she participates in the hugely moving Lu-
minaria ceremony on Saturday night – this time 
out wearing the crown of Donegal Person of the 
Year.
Many more singers and musicians will be per-
forming over the weekend – not least of which 
is the Relay for Life Survivors Choir which has 
been an inspirational part of the annual event 
under the enthusiasm and expertise of Donal 
Kavanagh.

‘The Survivors Choir is such an important part 
of Relay – not just because of the great songs 
they perform but also because of the fun element 
they bring.”
That fun element will be in evidence throughout 
the twenty-four hours as laughter mixes with the 
emotional features of Donegal Relay for Life.
Virtually coinciding with this year’s Relay will be 
another twenty-four event being staged at Oak-
field Park in Raphoe where patrons will be able 
to avail of the Difflin Lake Railway which will 
run throughout the night from 6.p.m. on Satur-
day to 6.p.m. on Sunday with all proceeds going 
to the Relay initiative.

The by now traditional Gospel Hour and Ecu-
menical Service will be broadcast on Highland 
Radio from the An Danlann hall on Sunday 
morning from 9.a.m. – another stirring feature 
of Relay for Life.
The Relay chairman acknowledges all those in-
volved in helping to organise and promote the 
event at the A.T.U. campus and credits the local 
media for the ‘incredible coverage” they provide 
and the “amazing committee” who are, he says, a 
testimony to the legacy inspired by his predeces-
sor, Robert O’Connor.
“Robert helped put this event on the map and 
on behalf of the committee, I congratulate him 
on receiving the Civic Reception from Donegal 
County Council for all he has done. It was so 
well deserved.”

 Des Gallen and Cormac Walsh
Two local popular eateries were among the win-
ners at the Irish Restaurant Awards.
There was double success for the Olde Glen Bar 
who were one of the national winners of the 
night. 
Run by Cormac Walsh, they were crowned as the 
Best Gastropub in Ireland and local Downings 
Chef, Ciarán Sweeney, was also crowned the Best 
Chef in Ulster at the awards.
The Blue Goat artisan store and cafe in Ramelton, 
owned by Des Gallen, claimed an award for “In-
novator of the Year” in the Ulster region.
They said they were “delighted to have picked up 
the award for Innovator of the year” and also gave 
their congratulations to all the other Ulster win-
ners on the night. 
Anne Cannon of La Bella Donna Restaurant in 
Donegal Town took home the Best Restaurant 
Manager in Ulster award, while Chandpur In-
dian Restaurant was named Ulster’s Best World 
Cuisine.
The 15th All-Ireland final of the Irish Restaurant 
Awards 2024 took place in the Clayton Hotel, 
Burlington Road on Monday where almost 1,200 
of the Irish hospitality industry’s owners, chefs, 
managers and staff gathered to crown the best es-
tablishments from across the country.

 The failure to allow access to po-
tential home builders along the 
N56 is helping drive emigration 
and negatively impacting local 
employment opportunities, it has 
been claimed.
Cllr McClafferty said many people 
are being denied the right to live 
near their home area and is creat-
ing “a negative atmosphere” across 
the region. 
He said he is calling, yet again, for 
access for those local people seek-
ing to build homes along the road-
way. 
He stated: “I am renewing my ef-
forts to lobby for access to the N56 
to be granted. It is critical that the 
N56 retains its planning status and 
remains accessible without any 

imposed restrictions. Such restric-
tions are creating a negative atmos-
phere in the county and are con-
tributing to the emigration of our 
residents to distant places. This has 
a major impact on our local econo-
my, as it means we are losing many 
of our skilled residents.

He added: “The County Devel-
opment Plan seeks a population 
growth to 183,500 people by 2031 
and upwards of 200,000 by 2040. 
How are these targets achievable 
when current restrictions are en-
couraging Donegal residents to 
emigrate?”
He said those wishing to build in 
areas along the N56 can strengthen 
family ties and also retain a skilled 

workforce.
He stated: “The government is de-
nying people the opportunity to 
live on their own land and near 
their families, which is eroding 
family ties to certain areas. It adds 
additional pressure on home build-
ers, as they cannot use their own 
sites and face the financial burden 
of having to purchase new sites. 
The construction of local houses is 
crucial for the construction sector 
in Donegal, which is a significant 
source of employment for us. By 
denying the right to build houses 
on their land and encouraging em-
igration, people are opting to con-
struction their homes elsewhere 
and we are losing employment op-
portunities”

Letterkenny man Tony Duffy who had a ‘Hole in One’ 
at the par three 6th at Ballybofey Stranorlar Golf Club 
during the Relay for Life Golf Classic on Saturday.

Odhran McGinley, Finlay Sheridan, Dillion Gallagher and Tony Gallagher members of the Odyssey 
band from Rathmullan who had the honour of officially launching the Over The West online radio 
station on Saturday 

Maria McCormick with John Muldowney who was 
MC for Saturday’s launch of her new Over The 
West online radio station at the Devlin Hall home 
of the Letterkenny Youth and Community Club.

Caroline and Jennifer McGee, Falcarragh

Maeve Brady and Jemma McCormick

Peter and Sophie Doherty, Kilmacrennan with their sons Harry and 
Jamie and daughter Sophie

Gwen and Morgan Mooney with Maria McCormack and her daughter Tara 
Brigid. Gwen and Morgan’s son Paul helped Maria with the software setup 
for the online radio as well as creating the jingle.

Maria McCormack at the launch of the 
online radio with Cllr. Donal Mandy 
Kelly.

Letterkenny 
Memories

The next Letterkenny 
Memories night in the 
Station House Hotel 
takes place on this Mon-
day the 27th of May with 
another packed lineup 
of entertainment. Ad-
mission free, 7:30 sharp.

Ramelton 
Tennis

A further 5 weeks of 
junior tennis coaching 
will commence on Wed 
29th May at Ramelton 
Tennis Club. 9-year olds 
and under from 3.30 
to 4.30 and 10’s and 
over at 4.30 to 5.30 pm. 
The total fee for 5 one-
hour lessons is €20. All 
equipment provided.
Contact Mary at 087 
9773957 for further in-
formation.

Irish Guide 
Dogs for Blind 

fundraiser
 A fundraiser Coffee 
Morning in aid of the 
very important Irish 
Guide Dogs for Blind 
service will take place in 
the Station House Ho-
tel, Letterkenny on this 
Thursday 23rd of May 
from 10.45 to 11.45 am. 
Meet the puppies and 
learn more about volun-
teering. Also there will 
be an opportunity to 
win a prize in the raffle.

From Page One
contribution was also welcome. All 
of this funding had to be signed off 
by the local Councillors.
 All we want is recognition and 
respect for the role of the elect-
ed Members and in Milford, we’ve 
stayed quiet far too long,”
 He said he recently clarified fund-
ing of €950,000 for two projects in 
Downings. 
“The new footpath has been 
grant-aided with €500,000 for the 
first phase from the Rosapenna Golf 
Pavilion towards the town. Next 
year I hope that another €500,000 
will be allocated to complete the 
project. 
 With the inclusion of the pontoon, 
there is now €950,000 to be spent 
and Downings is assured that de-
lays will be resolved soon. Insofar 
as the new pontoon on Mevagh Pier 
is concerned,  the Council sought a 
foreshore licence at the end of 2019 
and that is ongoing,’’ he added.
Here’s the local runners…
 Letterkenny:
 Tomás Seán Devine 100% Redress 
Party: Kevin Bradley N/P: Gerry 
McMonagle SF: Sandra Haughey 
SF: Ulick Hughes SF: Selina O Don-
nell: Jimmy Kavanagh FG. Declan 
Jordan N/P: Michael McLaugh-
lin Lab: Nuala Carr Green Party: 
Donal Coyle FF: Thoiba Ahmed 
N/P: Donal Mandy Kelly FF:Ciaran 

Brogan FF: Vincent J Bradley N/P: 
Anne McCloskey, The Irish People: 
Mary T Sweeney Aontú:
Michael McBride N/P.

Milford
Éamonn Jackson 100% Redress 
Party: John O Donnell N/P: Maria 
Doherty SF: Declan Meehan N/P: 
Aaron Sweeney FG: Liam Blaney 
FF: Vincent J Bradley N/P: Pauric 
McGarvey N/P: Kathleen Deeney 
Aontú.

Glenties
Michael McClafferty N/P: Antho-
ny Matthew Doohan N/P: Kevin 
O’Donnell N/P: Kellie Rodgers 
SF: John Shéamais Ó Fearraigh SF: 
Denis McGee 100% Redress: Joseph 
Molloy FG; Jonathan Stewart N/P: 
Brian Carr SF: Ann Sweeney N/P: 
Anthony Molloy FF: Anne Marie 
Rodgers FF: John Reilly FF; Micheál 
Choilm Mac Giolla Easbuig N/P: 
Jimmy Duffy N/P: Michael Harkin 
Aontú.

 This field of 91 runners beats the 
2019 number of 85. However with 
37 Cllrs being elected on June 7th 
over 40% will lose out. The par-
ty make-up in the race sees 27 
non-party candidates: SF 18: FF 15: 
FG 9: Aontú 6: 100% Mica Redress 
Party 6: The Irish People 4: Labour 
3: Greens 3.

From Page One 
 He said the other main issues on the 
agenda will include the future of the 
industry in relation to global warm-
ing: farm gate prices: production 
costs: rewetting of bogs: bureaucra-
cy: the new CAP and much more.
“We will be asking the candidates to 
lay out their strategy on all these is-
sues and related questions from the 
floor,” he said.
 He believes the future of the farm 
industry is in serious difficulties 
because whatever Brussels says, Ire-
land complies and never questions 
the logic of these decisions that are 

destroying Ireland’s most important 
industry.  
Mr. Thompson said that EU regula-
tions and their implementation by 
the Government is leaving farming 
at a critical crossroads in Ireland.
 He said “We need an independent 
scientific base for the government’s 
pursuit of an agenda that is destroy-
ing Ireland’s food production sector 
and the EU is not being held to ac-
count by the country’s MEPs”.
 Mr. Thompson blames the govern-
ment for driving the blame game for 
emissions on the agriculture sector.
He believes the Government is quite 

happy to go along with the EU agenda which is 
fixated on farm emissions despite the fact that
 “The dairy sector is facing a 50% drop in their 
incomes while too many are now leasing land at 
up to €600 per acre and that is not sustainable - 
especially since some of them have taken ten year 
leases with no assurances on milk price increases 
or stability in the years ahead,” he stated.

Armagh 0-17  Donegal 1-13
Hopes of back-to-back Ulster Senior 
Championship titles for the Donegal La-
dies ended in heartbreak as they lost by 
a single point to Armagh after extra time 
on Sunday in Clones. Donegal had upset 
the odds by winning last year’s Ulster Fi-
nal against Armagh. So they came into 
this decider as favourites and it looked 
good for them in the closing stages as 
they led by four points but then a Katy 
Herron goal and a Susanne White equal-
ising free sent the match to extra-time.  
Niamh Reel was the Armagh hero as the 
sub only on a couple of minutes slot-
ted over the winning free with the final 
hooter sound looming. McNulty’s side 
played a very defensive game with the 
hope of using quick counter attacks to 
get their own scores. 
 Donegal were on the back foot in the 

early stages of the second half as Niamh 
Coleman, Aoife McCoy, and Mackin 
gave the opposition a four-point lead. 
 Derbhla Coleman made it 0-12 to 0-8 
with three minutes of normal time re-
maining.
There didn’t seem any back for Done-
gal who had missed a couple of decent 
goal scoring chances. But when it really 
mattered a goal did come when skipper 
Niamh McLaughlin’s long ball broke to 
Kathy Herron who found the back of 
the net to make it a one-point game. 
The equaliser came just seconds before 
the end as White kept her composure to 
convert and bring the final to extra-time. 
So the first period started with the two 
sides tied at 1-9 to 0-12.  White landed 
two more frees but Armagh matched 
that. In the second period it was all 
square again at 1-13 to 0-16 with the 

Donegal scores coming from Amy Boyle 
Carr and sub Lezza Cunningham. Then 
Armagh sub Reel with her first kick of 
the ball got what proved to be the win-
ning score with over a minute left. Don-
egal did have one chance of an equal-
iser but heartbreakingly Carr’s 45’ kick 
didn’t go over the bar. 
Donegal - Claire Friel; Shannon 
McLaughlin, Abigail Temple Asoko, 
Evelyn McGinley; Katie Dowds, Niamh 
Boyle, Tara Hegarty; Roisin Rodgers, 
Niamh Carr; Caoimhe Keon, Niamh 
McLaughlin 0-1, Amy Boyle Carr 0-2; 
Susanne White 0-8, Kathy Herron 1-0, 
Katie Long. Subs: Eva Gallagher 0-1 for 
Long (43 mins); Lezza Cunningham 0-1 
for Carr (58 mins); Katie O’Donnell for 
Rodgers (58); Jodie McFadden for Keon 
(60); Niamh Carr for O’Donnell (72); 
Roisin Rodgers for Herron (75 mins).  

Minister Neale Richmond, Department of Finance, has responsibility for Financial Services, Credit Unions and Insurance visited Let-
terkenny on Monday and he is pictured with Eimer Friel, Doreen Sheridan-Kennedy, Paul Byrne Radisson LK, Troy Gallagher, Cllr 
Jimmy Kavanagh, Paddy Gildea, Paschal Blake and Claire McDonough, President of Letterkenny Chamber of Commerce.

Council spends €15.2m extra
 Last year the Council spent €15.2 mil-
lion more than was agreed in the annu-
al Revenue Budget which was adopted 
in 2022. The amended figures were re-
vealed during a Council meeting in Lif-
ford on Monday. 
So the actual spend in 2023 was 
€192,882,000 compared to €175,555,907 
which was agreed at the Budget meeting 
in November 2023. Cllrs were told that 
the increase is accounted for by the ex-

tra money the Council were in the posi-
tion to draw down in grants.
 Over €9 million of that figure was spent 
on maintaining and improving roads, 
while over €1.5 million was allocated to 
housing. 
Head of Finance Richard Gibson also 
told Monday’s meeting that the Local 
Authority ran a surplus of €1.2m in 
2023. That surplus allowed the Council 
to do additional extra capital works in 

the county. 
 Cllrs were also told that €1 million was 
transferred from Revenue to Capital last 
year to co-fund energy efficiency works 
at Council buildings, €500,000 was 
transferred from Revenue to provide 
additional funding for Public Conveni-
ences capital works and €100,000 was 
transferred from Revenue to provide 
extra resources for Disability Access 
works.

Relay for Life this weekend

“Milford Cllrs must buy-in
to attend meetings”

ICSA set to quiz EU candidates
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The Irish Cattle 
and Sheep Farm-
ers’ Association 
is to hold an elec-
tion forum in the 
Clanree Hotel at 
Letterkenny on 
Monday evening at 
7.30 and all candi-
dates in the Mid-
lands-North-West 
constituency have 
been invited to 
participate.
 Malcolm Thompson, Chair of 
the ICSA in Donegal said the 
forum will give the farming 
community an opportunity 
to hear the candidates explain 
their strategy for the five years 
ahead as the new parliament 
takes office from next month.
 Confirming that the panel will 
be quizzed about the need for 
Ireland to be exempt from the 
EU Nitrates Directive given 
that our national footprint is 
one tenth of one percent of the 
global population, Mr. Thomp-

son says that the 
country will have to 
elect the right can-
didates to Brussels 
to ensure that the 
voice and demands 
of rural Ireland are 
a primary objective.
 Mr. Thompson said 
“Farming and its re-
lated food produc-
tion  interests are 
going to face many 
crucial decisions 

in the new EU Parliament and 
many of the ongoing changes 
are not in our best interests. 
Ireland’s farm sector raises the 
best livestock and sheep on a 
predominantly grass fed diet: 
we’ve never had factory farm-
ing and if our farm methods are 
not recognised for the quality 
and production, we in the ICSA 
are demanding to know why 
the industry is being penalised 
with EU regulations and farm 
inspections,” he stated.
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Siobhan Montgom-
ery of Northern Lights 
Glass presenting the 
Ray Walkers with a 
commissioned glass 
sculpture which will 
be one of the prizes in 
their raffle at Relay for 
Life which takes place 
this Saturday the 25th 
and Sunday the 26th 
May in the ATU. The 
group would like to 
thank Bernie Boyce 
Ramelton for organis-
ing and designing the 
team Banner.

Relay for 
Life 

weekend

“Milford Cllrs must buy-in 
to attend meetings”

ICSA set to quiz 
EU candidates

 That’s the startling 
opinion of Fian-
na Fail’s Cllr Liam 
Blaney this week as 
the local elections 
campaign moves 
into top gear across 
the north west - it’s 
the most adversarial 
place for politics in 
Ireland.

 Cllr. Blaney has 
claimed that the Mil-
ford electoral area 
urgently needs the 
participation of their 
three Councillors in 
all meetings in Lif-
ford and at MD lev-
els over the next five 
years. 
 Seemingly, the cam-
paign has finally tak-
en off!
 Cllr. Blaney told 
the Tribune: “The 
Milford district is 
always at a disad-
vantage with only 
three Members out 
of ten in the Munic-
ipal District. Add-
ed to the problem is 
that for the last five 
years we’ve only had 
two Cllrs at meetings 
most of the time. 
That has left us in a 

weak position be-
cause we do not have 
strength in numbers 
and that is a fact,” he 
contends.
He’s also referenced 
another one of the 
nine candidates in 
the Milford area who 
he says has made 
a habit of claiming 
‘trophy prizes’ for 
big ticket projects 
that are the preserve 
of elected Members 
only to source and 
deliver.
 “These include the 
Milford Town First 
Project and that is 
something that only 
the Councillors can 
get over the line and  
we have delivered  
€100,000 for a start,” 
he stated.
 With reference to 
meetings in Lifford, 
Liam Blaney said: 
“As a result of one 
Member not likely 
to be in the Council 
Chamber, we’ve been 
left facing an uphill 
battle in fighting our 
corner. And we are 
losing out because 
that is how things 
work and we do not 
have the necessary 

support to bring 
about the results that 
are badly needed. 
 Proof of this is that 
in the foreseeable 
future there are only 
ten social houses 
planned for the Mil-
ford area. 
This electoral area 
is left with a serious 
loss of revenue, be 
it in housing, roads, 
infrastructure or 
in project delivery 
and we’ve also lost a 
Board Member on 
DLDC,” he stated.
 He said he does not 
understand why any 
Cllr. would  be absent 
from meetings on so 
many occasions.
 “I do not have an-
swers, but there has 
to be a better way. We 

need to get a ‘signed 
commitment’ from 
the three new Coun-
cillors that they will 
attend all our Coun-
cil meetings. What’s 
been happening is 
ridiculous. While al-
most all the electoral 
areas have a strong 
presence in meet-
ings, I cannot say the 
same for Milford. We 
are the smallest area 
and that needs three 
very strong voices at 
all our meetings.” 
 Whilst not naming 
any representative, 
Cllr. Blaney pre-
sumes the process of 
elimination should 
inform the elector-
ate. He points to his 
own strong presence 
at Council meetings 
and he wishes that all 
others could do like-
wise.
 Cllr. Blaney has also 
moved to clarify the 
Council works on the 
new footpath from 
Milford’s main street 
out the Kilmacren-
nan  Road where 
€365,000 has been 
spent. 
Cllr. Blaney said: 
“Part of a field in-

volved in the con-
struction of the new 
footpath had earlier 
been donated by a 
private landowner 
to the SVP to build 
social housing. How-
ever, since this was 
not suitable ground, 
it was then handed 
over to a subcom-
mittee of the original 
Milford IRD which 
became the current 
MDRC.
 First of all I got a 
motion through the 
MD meeting and 
that was accepted by 
the plenary meeting 
in Lifford. And we 
were lucky in that 
Milford was then 
chosen as the ‘loca-
tion of choice’ for the 
Town First Project.
Along the way, two 
government Min-
isters, Joe McHugh 
and Charlie McCo-
nalogue were in-
strumental in nego-
tiations with Social 
Protection Minister 
Heather Humphreys 
in the provision of 
€100,000 as the first 
phase of the project. 
And the Council 

Cllrs kept the Cardiac 
Cath Lab at LUH

… April 2022 - The Fight for the Cath Lab in LUH. 
The Donegal Cllrs. on the Western Health Forum played a key 
role. Ciaran Brogan was the first politician to back the Tribune 
story…. He was also the only one to recognise the campaign in 

the paper when a successful outcome was confirmed. 
Behind the scenes there was a massive battle to 

recognise the rights of LUH and the people of Donegal to have 
this vital service close to home. Let us never forget that this 

means life for so many. Page 19.

Cllr. Liam Blaney.


